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O F T H E 

Proceedings and Debates 

Of the THIRD SESSION of the 

HOUSE of COMMONS 

OF THE 

Fourteenth Parliament oiOreat Britain ; ' 

Appointed to meet at Wejlminjter, on Thurfday y the 31ft Day 
of Oftober 1776* . " .-, 

TpH-E King opened the feffipn with the following fpeech : 
A My Lords and Gentlemen , 

Nothing could have afforded me fo much fatisfadion as to 
have been able to inform you, at the opening of thisfeflion;, 
that the troubles, which have fo long diftra&ed my colonies 
in North America, were at an end; and that my unhappy 
people, recovered from their delufion, had delivered them- 
selves from the oppreffion of their leaders, and returned to 
their duty : but fo daring and defperate is the fpirit of thofe 
leaders, whofe objeft has always been dominion and power, 
that they have now openly renounced aU allegiance to the 
crown, and all political connexion with this country ; they 
fiave reje&ed, with circumftances of indignity and infult* 
the means of conciliation held out to them under the authp- 
rity of our commiffion ; and have prefumed to fet up their 
rebellious confederacies for independent ftates. If their 
treafon be fuffered to take root, much mifchief muft gro.yir 
from it, to the fafety of my loyal cqlonies,, to the commercfe 
of my kingdoms, : and indeed to the prefent fyftem of all Eu- 
rope. One great advantage, howeva> will be derived from, 
the objeft of the rebels being openly avowed, and clearfy 
underftood; wejjiall have unanimity, ,at home, founded ill 
the gengi^coovict^n of the; juftice and neceflity of bur 
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6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776.' 

I am happy to inform you, that, by the blefling of Divine 
Providence on the good conduct and valour of my officers 
and forces by fea and land, and on the zeal and bravery of 
the auxiliary troops in my ferviee,. Canada is recovered ; and 
although, from unavoidable delays, the operations at New 
York could not begin before the month ot Auguft, the fuc- 
cefs in that province has been fo important as to give the 
ftrongeft hopes of the mod decifive good confequences : bur, 
notwithstanding this fair profped, we mull, at all events, 
prepare for another campaign. 

I continue to receive afTurances of amity from the feveral 
courts of Europe; and am ufing my utmoft endeavours to 
conciliate the unhappy differences between two neighbouring 
powers ; and I (till hope, that all mifunderftandings may be 
removed, and Europe continue to enjoy the ineftimable bleff- 
ings of peace : I think nevertheless, that, in the prefent fitu- 
ation of affairs, it is expedient that we fliould be in a refpe&« 
able ftate of defence at home. 

Gentlemen of the Hotffe of Commons, , 

T will order the eftimates for the enfuing year to be laid 
before you. It is matter of real concern to me, that. the Jm- 
portant con fiderat ions which I have ftatedto you muftneceC- 
farily be followed by great ex pence : I doubt not, however, 
but that my faithful Commons will readily and cheerfully 
grant me fuch fupplies, as the maintenance of the honour of 
my crown, the vindication of the juft rights of Parliament, 
and the public welfare, fhall be found to require. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In this arduous conteft I can have no other object but to 
promote the true mtereft of all my fubje&s. No people ever 
enjoyed more happinefs, or Jived under a milder government, 
than thofe now revolted provinces : the improvements in every 
art, of which they boaft, declare it \ their numbers, their 
wealth, their ftrength by fea and land, which they think 
fufficient to enable them to make head againft the whole 
power of the mother-country, are irrefragable proofs of it. 
My defire is to reftore td them the.bleflings of law and liber- 
ty, equally enjoyed by every Britifh fubjecl, which they 
have fatally and defperately exchanged for all the calamities 
of war, and the arbitrary -tyranny of their chiefs. 

Jvir. Neville moved, that an humble addrefs be prefented 
to his Mnjciry, to return- his Majcfty the thariksof this 
Houfe for his mod gracious fpeech from the throuc ; 

"To 
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To aflure his Majefty, that, while we lament the continue 
^nce of the troubles which have fo longdiftra&ed his colonies 
in North America, and of the calamities and oppreflions 
which our unhappy fellow-fubje&s are ftill fufFering, under 
the arbitrary tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear t<^ 
expreft our deteftation and abhorrence of the audacious and 
tjefperate fpirit of ambition, which has at laft carried thofe 
leaders To. far as openly to renounce all allegiance to the 
?r 4 own^" and nil political connexion with this country ; and, 
fo .direct terms, to prefume to fet up their rebellious confe- 
deracies for independent ftates: i .."_•;.• -i 

Thai we confider their. rejeS ion of the gracious and conde- 
scending irrieans of reconciliation^, held out to them under the 
authority of his Majefty's commiffion, as a frefh and con-; 
vincing proof, that the objedt of thefe men has always beea 
pQwej and dominion ; but we can impute the circumftances 
iff indignity, and infult accompanying this- proceeding, to not 
qthier. motive than a refentment of his Majefty's firm. and; 
Sqnftant, adherence to the maintenance of the. corrftitutional 
tights Of Parliament, divefted of every poffible view of an/i 
feparateinterefts of the crown : and to aflure his Majefty,,- 
that the fame attachment of his Majefty to the parliament* 
ary authority of Great Britain, % which hath provoked the in- 
folenqe of the chiefs of this rebellion, cannot but operate, aSf 
it ought to do, in fixing his Majefty ftill deeper, if poffible, 
in the affe&ions of a Britifh Houfe of Commons : 

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence,' to-, 
exprefs our unfeigned joy, and to offer our fincere congratu- 
lations to his, Majefty, on the fuccefs which has attended the- 
good conduct and valour of his Majefty's officers and forces, 
both .by fea and land, and the zeal and bravery of the auxi- 
liary tirpops in his fervice, in the recovery of Canada, and in, 
the important operations in the province of New York* 
which give Jhe ftrongeft hopes of the moft decifive good 
confequences : 

To aflure his Majefty, that we learn, with much fatisfac- 
tip^i .that his Majefty continues to receive a durances of ami- 
ty J[rpm.the fcveral courts of Europe; and 1 that we thank* 
fully acknowledge his Majefty 'sgocdnefs and paternal concern 
for .the happinefs of his' people, in his conftant attention t<* 
prefer.Ye.the general tranquillity ; and thatit is our moft ear- 
ned wifh, that, by his Majefty's interpofition, all mifunder r : 
(landings and differences between two neighbouring powers 
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8 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1776. 

may be happily reconciled, and Europe dill enjoy tfje MclT- 
ings of peace : 

That we co^fider it as a duty we owe to his Majefty, and 
to thofe we reprefent, to grant his Majefty fuch fupplies as 
.the weighty confide rations which his Majefty hjs been 
pleafed to (late to us, (hall be found to require ; and wc have 
a well-grounded confidence, that at this time, when the ob- 
jc&t of the rebels is openly avowed, and clearly under flood, 
the general convi&ion of the juflice and neceflity of his Ma- 
jefty's meafures mud unite all ranks of his faithful fubjeds in 
fupporting his Majefty with one mind and heart in the great 
national caufe in which he is engaged. 

Mr. Hatton feconded the motion. 

Lord John Cavendijh difapp roved of the propofed addrefs, 
•and moved the following amendment : To allure h\% Ma- 
jefty, that animated with the moft earned and fin cere zeal 
for his true intereft, and the real glory of his reign, we be- 
hold with inexpreffible concern, the minds of a very large, 
and lately loyal and affectionate part of his people entirely 
alienated from his government ; nor can we conceive that 
fuch an event as the difaffedlion and revolt of a whole peo- 
ple, could have taken place, without fome confiderable errors 
in the condud obferved towards them. 

Thcfe erroneous meafures, we conceive, are tcr be im-^ 
mited to a want of fufficient information being laid before 
Parliament, and to too large a degree of confidence being 
repofed in thofe minifters, who from their duty were obliged, 
and from their official fituation were beft enabled to know the 
temper and difpofition of his Majefty's American fubje&s, 
and were therefore prefumed moft capable of pointing out 
fuch meafures as might produce the moft falutary effe&s. 
. Hence the fchemes which were formed for the reduftipn and 
chaftifement of a fuppofed inconfiderable party of factious 
men, have driven thirteen large provinces to defpair. Every 
aft which has been propofed as a means of procuring peace 
and fubmiflion, has become a new caufe of war and revolt j 
and we now find ourfelves almoft inextricably involved in a 
bloody and expenfive civil war; which, befides exhaufting 
at prefent the ftrength of all his Majefty's dominions, expo- 
ling our alliesto the defigns of their and our enemies, and 
leaving this, kingdom in a moft perilous fituation, threatens, 
in its i flue, the moft deplorable calamities to the whole Bri- 
tilh race. 

.We 
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We cannot avoid lamenting, that in confcqucncc of the 
credit given to the reprefentation of mioifters, no hearing 
has been given to the reiterated complaints and petitions of 
the colonies, neither has any ground been laid for removing 
the original caufe of thefe unhappy differences, which took 
their rife from queftions relative to parliamentary proceed- 
ings, and can be fettled only by parliamentary authority. 

By this fatal omifEon, the commiflioners nominated for 
the apparent purpofe of making peace, were furnifhed with 
no legal powers, but that of giving or withholding pardons 
at their pleafure, and that for relaxing the feverities of a 
fingle penal aft of Parliament ; leaving the whole foundation 
of this unhappy controverfy juft as it flood in the beginning. 

To represent to his Majefty, that in addition to this neg- 
left, when, in the beginning of the laft feffion, his Majefty, 
in his gracious fpeech to both Houfes of Parliament, de- 
clared his refolution of fending out commiflioners for the 
purpofes therein exprefled, ** as fpeedily as poflible," no fuch 
commiflioners were fent until feven months afterwards, and 
tmtil the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of the only 
town then held by his Majefty in the thirteen colonies. By 
this delay, a£t$ of the mod critical nature, the effe&s of 
which muft as much depend on the power of immediately re- 
laxing them on fubmiflion, as in enforcing them upon difo- 
bedience, had only an operation to inflame and exafperate* 
But if any colony, town, or place, had been induced to fub- 
njit by the terrors of thefe afls, there were none on the place 
of power to reftore the people fo fubmitting to the common 
rights of fubjeflion. The inhabitants of the colonies, ap- 
prized that they were put out of the protection of government, 
and feeing no means provided for their entering into it, were 
furnifhed with reafons but too colourable for breaking off 
their dependency on the crown of this kingdom. 

To allure his Majefty, that, removing our confidence from 
thofe who in fo many inftances have grofsly abufed it, we 
(hall endeavour to reftore to Parliament the confidence of all 
his people. To this end, it may be advifable to make a more 
minute inquiry into the grievances of the colonies, as well as 
into the conduct of minifters with regard to them. We 
may think it proper particularly to inquire how it has hap- 
pened, that the commerce of this kingdom has been left ex- : 
pofed to the reprifals of the colonies, at the very time when 
their feamen and fifhermen, being indifcriminately prohi- 
bited from the peaceful exercife of their occupations, and 
declared open enemies, muft be expeded^ mvVv* w\v£\sv^^ 
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ranee, to betake them felves to plunder, and to wreak their 
revenge on the commerce of Great Britain. 

That weunderftand, thatamidft the many difafters and 
difgraces which have attended on his Majefty's arms in many 
parts of America, an advantage has been gained by his Ma- 
jefty's Britifh and foreign mercenary forces, in the province 
of New York. That if a wife, moderate, and provident ufe 
be made of this advantage, it is hot improbable that happy 
effects may refult from that ufe. And we allure his Majefty, 
that nothing (hall be wanting on our part, to enable his Ma- 
jefty to take full advantage of any difpofitions to reconcilia- 
tion which may be the confequence of the miferies of war, 
by laying down, on our part, real permanent grounds of con- 
nexion between Great Britain and her colonies, on princi- 
ples of liberty and terms of mutual advantage. 
, That whilft we lament this effufion of Englifh blood 
(which we hope has not been greater, or other than necef- 
fity required and honour juftified), we fhould mod heartily 
congratulate his Majefty on any event leading to the great 
defirable end, of fettling a peace which might prorrYife to laft, 
by the reftoration of the ancient affe&ion which has happily 
fubfifted in former times between this kingdom and its colo-< 
iiies. Any other would neceffarily require (even in cafe of 
a total conqueft) an army to maintain it, ruinous to the 
finances, and incompatible with the freedom of his Majefty's 
people. We fhould look with the utmoft fhame and horror, 
on any events that fhould tend to break the.fpirit of any large 
part of the Britifh nation ; to bow them to an abjeit un- 
conditional fubmiflioh to any power whatfoever ; to annihi- 
late their liberties, and , to fubdue them to fervile principles 
and paffive habits, by the mere force of foreign mercenary 
arms ; becaufe, amidft the exceffes and ahufes which have 
happened, wemuft refpeft the fpirit and principles operating 
in thefe commotions. Our wifh is to regulate, not to de- 
ftroy them; for, though differing in fomecircumftances, 
thofe very principles evidently bear fo exa£ an analogy with 
thofe which fnpport the moll valuable'part of our own con- 
ftitution, that it isimpoflible, with any appearance of juftice, 
to think of wholly extirpating them by the fword, in any part 
of his Majefty's dominions, and eftablilhing precedents the 
mod dangerous to the liberties of this kingdom. 
The Marquis of Granby feconded the motion. 
Governor Johnjlone in very fevere terms arraigned the con- 
dud of adminiftration, in commencing the war with Ame- 
rica. 
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rica. He faid the affair of Long I (land was by no means * 
matter worthy of triumph. That ifland, he faid, was a 
mere outpoft to New York, as New York was an outpoft 
to America ;- and it would have been folly and rafhnefs in th$ 
- extreme, 'had the provincials attempted to maintain it. Hg 
paid General Howe and his brother very great compliments 
on their manoeuvres in the capture of the ifland, and inferred 
from the whole of General Howe's conducl in taking itj 
his caution in not forcing any of the provincials' ftrongholds,- 
his opening trenches at fix hundred yards diftance from thfeir 
redoubts, with his general orders to his officers to adl: with 
all poffible circurafpe&ion, that moft evidently the General 
thought highly of the provincials, and had therefore treated 
them with the fiiitable refpe£t due to fo powerful and for- 
midable an enemy. He complained of the defehceftefs ftate 
ctf the kingdom, and urged the danger of a war with France 
and Spain. The minifter's fpeech he declared to be an en*, 
tire compound of hypocrify: It made his Majefly talk of 
peace, at the very moment when not only all Europe, but 
this kingdom, gave the moft evident appearances of preparat- 
ion for war. In fhort, it was like a deceptions mirror, re- 
flecting a falfe image of truth. That part of it which taflked 
of giving the Americans law and liberty, he conceived to be 
a mere turn of wit and humour, which would not bear a fe- 
rious interpretation. It was an infidious hypocritical fpeech, 
that held out law and liberty at the point or the fword. He 
fpoke ftroagly of the falfehood of France, and the little re- 
liance that was to be put on her profeflions, inftancing a 
circumftance which happened while Qardinal Mazarine was 
minifter, when the Portuguefe and Spaniards were at war 
together, and the latter had received repeated aflurances of 
the pacific intentions of France, although that kingdom had 
actually lent Portugal troops, clothed them, paid them, and 
officered them. He faid he did not entirely approve of the 
American declaration of independence, but firmed that the 
American^ were driven to that meafure by our rigorous per- 
fection of them. We had hired foreign troops to fight 
againft them, and they had no other way of putting them- 
felves on a footing with us, than by throwing off the yoke, 
declaring themfelves independent, and inviting foreign aid 
to defend them. They had, he faid, taken every poffible 
means to avoid fuch a meafure ; they had fent a moft hum- 
ble petition to government, praying relief, and couched 
their prayer in the ftrongeft terms of duty and allegiance ; 
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government had, with the mdfl provoking harfhnefs, redd- 
ed their petition, refufing to give any anfwer to it, or offer- 
ing in any manner to hear them. The mode of their decla- 
ring for independency was, to be fure, in fome meafure inde<- 
fenfible. The declaration of the New England government 
was exceedingly rude and HI- written ; the language was mors 
unmannerly and abufive than even worfe treatment that* 
what they had received would have juftified ; but then it 
muft be con fide red as written merely to captivate the com- 
mon people, and therefore a polifhed ftyle, and very fcrupu- 
lous decency, were probably but trifling objefts with th^ 
writer. He however as much condemned it, as he applaud- 
ed that of the Pennfylvanians. He cenfured the late ifluing 
of prefs- warrants, and declared that he wae not only con- 
vinced a better mode of manning the navy might be found 
out, but that he was well informed the late prefs was carried 
on with great irregularity and cruelty. 

Mr. fVombwell faid, no prefs was better conduced than 
the prefent. He approved of the motion for an addrcfs as 
exceedingly proper, and disapproved of the amendment. He 
cenfured the Americans as a bragging, cowardly banditti, &c. 

Mr. Wilkes. The honourable gentleman who fpoke laft 
endeavours to miflead the Houfe. It is certain that no prefix 
ing has at this time been carried oh in the city of London, 
or its liberties. No prefs-gangs have dared to make their 
appearance in that jurifdidion. Thofe lawleft bands of 
cruel banditti very prudently chofe other feenes of horror 
and bioodihed of lefs danger to themfelves. The city has 
hitherto remained in perfect fafety and tranquillity, in a mod 
happy ftate of fecurity, by the vigilance, intrepidity, and 
noble love of liberty, which are confpicuous \\\ its prefent 
worthy chief magiftrate. 

The conduft of adminiftration, Sir, in the late iffuing of 
prefs-warrants, before they had tried the operation of the 
high bounty, is totally unjuftifiable. The fpeech now in your 
hand, Sir, is fo very pacific, that the large bounty of five 
pounds for every able, and fifty (hillings for every ordinary 
feaman h promifed in laft Saturday's Gazette, might fafely^ 
for a fhort time at leaft, have been trufted to, the emer- 
gency not being thought very critical. From the minifter's 
own ftate of public affairs there was no danger in the expe- 
riment. Much cruelty and bioodihed had been avoided, 
many valuable lives preferved. 

The 
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The affair of Long Ifland has been mifreprefented, and 
greatly magnified. The fuperiority of numbers was 
very confiderable. General Howe landed 22,000 men. The 
provincials had only 6000 effeftive men on that ifland. 
They were ordered to retreat, and 4000 did accordingly f 
without being attacked, embark for the ifland of New 
York, There was a .real miftake of orders as to the other 
2000, but they afted as brave men always will aft un- 
der a miftake of orders ; they foiight. They faw the ene- 
my, left their entrenchments, and attacked with fpirit. 
from the fuperiority of numbers, and their flanks being 
neglefted and unguarded, they were totally defeated, They 
did not however remain ina&ive, like cowards, on an im- 
portant day of ba\tle. No fuch imputation can be fixed on 
them. Nothing decifive can follow from the late fuccefsful 
affair on Long Ifland, any more than from the defeat at Sul- 
livan's Ifland. New York will probably fall into, your 
hands, but your fituation will in that cafe be fcarcely mend- 
ed fince the laft year, for you then poflTefled the capital of 
North America, Bofton. Is that great and important town 
^dvantagcoufly exchanged for New York ? I forgot that 
we ftill poifefs the fifhing hamlet of Halifax. But, Sir, 
we ought t6 take a much larger and more comprehenfive 
View of this interefting fcene, which is now fully difclofed. 

The important difpute of Great Britain with her colo- 
nies has for a confiderable time fixed the attention, not 
Only of this nation, but of aim oft all Europe. The moft ef- 
fential interefts of this country, and indeed of the greater 
part of the powers on the continent, are deeply interefted 
in the event. The facrifice of fo much blood and treafure 
is to every ftate an object of the higheft importance ; to us, 
whofe empire feems mouldering away, of the neareft con- 
cern ; and I much fear we are now brought by inextricable 
difficulties tp the very yerge of deftf uftion. 

Since our laft meeting. Sir, the fcene, with refpeft to 
America, has totally changed. Inftead of negotiations with 
colonies, or provincial aflemblies, we have a war to carry 
en againft the free and independent ftates of America ; a 
wicked war, which has been occafioned folely by a fpirit of 
violence, injuftice, and obftindcy in our minifters, unparal* 
leled in hiftory. In the beginning of September in the laft 
year, a very humble and dutiful petition was fent from the 
Congrefsto his Majefty, in which his Majefty was fupplicated 
« to diredt fome mode, by which the united applications of 
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^is faithful colonifts to the throne, in purfuance of tfceir 
common councils, may be improved into- a happy and. per- 
manent reconciliation," There was not a word in the pe- 
tition hut what hreathed fubmiflion and loyalty ; and yet 
the official anfwer pf Lord Dartmouth, the fecretary for 
the American department, after long deliberation, was to 
the lait degree irritating. It was, 4< that no anfwer would be 
given ;" that is, We will not treat, we fcorn to negotiate 
* with you, we exa<3 unconditional fubmiflion. This an- 
fwer, Sir, in my opinion, might juftly be called indignity 
and rnfult. It drove the Americans to de,fpair, and with? 
the violation of the perfidious promifes in Lord Hillfbprough/s 
famous official circular letter, laid the real foundation of 
their declaration of independency. Much has been faid, 
S£r, of the prophecy of the minifters, that the Americans, 
would in the end declare themfelves independent. I give 
the minifters no credit for fuch a prpphecy. They went on 
the fureft grounds. They might very fafely promulgate 
fuch a prediction, when they knew that the unjuft and fan- 
guinary meafures which they intended to purfue, mnft bring 
about the event. They drove the Americans into their pre- 
fent flare of independency. The Jefuits in France rifqued, 
nothing when they prophefiedin 1610 the death of the beil 
prince that ever reigned in Europe, within that year.. 
Theirs was the fure word of prophecy. They employed 
Ravillac to aflaflinate their fovereign. 

An honourable gentleman near me attacks the American 
declaration of independency, in a very peculiar manner, as 
a f wretched compofition, very ill written, drawn up with 
the view to captivate the people. Thar, Sir, is the very 
reafon why I approve it mnft as a compofition, as well as 
a wife, political meafure ; for the people are to decide this 
great controvcrfy. If 'they are captivated by it, the end is 
attained. The polifhed periods, ihe harmonious, happy ex- 
preffions, with all the grace, eafe, and elegance of a beauti- 
ful dicVion, which we chiefly admire, captivate the people of 
America very little ; but manly nervous fenfe they relifh, 
even ii\ the, moft awkward and uncouth drefs of language. 
Whatever compofition produces the efFeft you intend in the. 
rrroift forcible manner, is, in my opinion, the beft ; and that 
mode (hould always be purfued. It has the moft merit, as 
well as fuccefs, on the great theatre of the world, no lefs 
than on the ftage, whether you mean to infpire pity, terror, 
or any other paflion, 

The 
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The honourable gentleman, Sir, whofeconded thcaddrefsj 
fays, the Americans' declaration of independency was no 
furprife to him — nor I believe, Sir, to any man of common 
refle&ion, after the frantic and extravagant career, which 
adminiftration purfued, with a full chorus of approbation 
from the majority of this Houfe. 

The fpeech in your hand, Sir, which an honourable gen- 
tleman near me has well called a fpeech of hypocrify, men- 
tions the '< aflurances of amity, which his Majefty continues 
to receive from the feveral courts of Europe." At the be- 
ginning of the laft feflion, the minifter gave us in the King's 
fpeech more explicit aflurances. It was faid, " I am happy" 
to add, as well from the aflurances I have received, as 
from the general appearance of affairs in Europe, I fee no 
probability that jhe meafures which you may adopt, will* 
be interrupted by difputes with any foreign power." We 4 
have no fuch aflurances held out to us this year, that our 
meafures will not be interrupted by difputes with any other 
foreign power ; but we have ftill aflurances of amity, which 
are daily contradicted by the immenfe preparations of the 
neighbouring foreign powers of France and Spain, and in- 
deed of the whole hou'fe of Bourbon. The accounts from 
Naples contain little but the vaft preparations making by the 
king of the Two Sicilies. Are we indeed Ample and credu- 
lous enough to truft to general vague expreflions of polite- 
nefs againft. the clear evidence of fafts ? Our miniftry 
know Very well that an American privateer being latel/ 
flopped at Bilboa in Bifcay, an exprefs was immediately dif- 
patched- to Madrid, which returned with the fulleft direc-< 
tions for the releafe of the privateer, and permiflion to fur- 
nifti him with provifidns, ftores, ammunition, in fhort, what- 
ever he wanted. This fact will not be denied. Is Spain 
then one of the foreign powers, which again fooths us 
with thefe honeyed aflurances of amity ? Has fate ordained, 
that we are neither to poflefs capacity enough to profit by 
the example of others, nor even by our own experience ? In 
the very firft year of the prefent reign, in September 1761, 
the Gazette told us, that «* the Catholic king had at no 
time been more intent upon cultivating a good correfpond- 
ence with England, than in the prefent conjuncture ; a de- 
claration received ferioufly here, held out as part of the 
court creed, and laughed at by all the reft of Europe. In 
the beginning of the following January, without any newf 
fa£ts having occurred of any moment, war was declared by 

England 
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England againft Spain. Will the plaufible, fmooth-tOngued 
French likewife be able to lull us inio a fatal fecurity againft 
the evidence of all hiftory ? Can we expefl to be treated by 
them in any other manner than the Spaniards were at the 
time of the famous revolt of Portugal ? The French fent 
whole regiments, completely officered, into the fervice of 
the houfe of Braganza. They paid them underhand the 
fame as their national troops, yet all the while declared their 
abhorrence of rebellions and of rebels, iffuing proclamation 
after, proclamation, and recalling their deferters under the 
Ifcoft fevere penalties. Sir, there is not a power in Europe, 
unfubfidized by Great Britain, which does not wifli fuccefs to 
the Americans ; and we are confidcred almoft every where 
on the continent, in the odious light of tyrants and op- 
prefTors. 

The fpeech, Sir, ftates, that " if treafon be fuffered to 
take root, much mifchief muft grow from it to the fafety 
of my loyal colonies." Alas! Sir, what we calj treafon 
and rebellion, and they juft refiftance and a glorious refolu- 
tion, has taken root, a very deep root indeed, and hasfpread 
over almoft all the American colonies. In this very fpeech 
we arc told of their numbers, their wealth, their ftrength 
by fea and land. The loyal colonies are three, the free pro- 
vinces thirteen. Iii laying on the embargo, the exception 
to the rule is ridiculous enough. It is as thirteen to three, 
The Gazette fays, " any of my colonies in North Ame- 
rica, except the colonies of New Hampfhire, MaffachufetY 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, Conne&icut, New York, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the three low counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia." OF what other colonies was his Majefty in pofleflion 
at his acceflion to the throne ? I think the permiffion ex- 
tends only to the provinces which we have not yet loft, to 
the two Roman Catholic provinces of Canada and Florida, 
and to Nova Scotia, 

We have now been carrying on for two years a favage and 
piratical, as well as an unjuft war. Every demand of go- 
vernment has been complied with, and yet the great force 
crt) ployed both by fea and land has not hitherto recovered a 
fingle province of all the confederated colonies. On the 
contrary, the evil grows more defperate. The laft year 
only twelve colonies humbly petitioned the throne. This: 
year, by the acceffiori of Georgia, we have feen a federal 
union of thirteen free and powerful provinces averting their 
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independency as high and mighty dates, and fetting our 
power at defiance. This was done with circumstances of 
ipirit and courage, to which posterity will do jufttcc. It 
was dire&ly after the fafe landing of your whole force. In 
return we have barbaroirfly plundered their coafts, and fet 
fire to their open towns and defencelefs villages, in a manner 
which difgraces the Englifh name. In the midft of all the 
cruelties, terrors, and devaftations, which follow your arms, 
the fpirit of the Americans is (till unfubdued ; and 1 hope, 
and believe* you never will conquer the free fpirit of the 
defendants of Englishmen, exerted in an honed caufe. They 
honour and value the bleflings of liberty. They are de- 
termined- to live and die freemen, notwithstanding the vain 
efforts of every arbitrary power in Europe, It is a fooIiSh 
attempt to think of conquering and holding the immenfe 
territory of North America, when the whole country is 
united again ft us. We argue in a trifling manner on the 
dec i five good confequences of events only in the province 
of New York. They do not prove that we (hall fubdue 
Virginia, or either of the Carolinas. Succefs in two or 
three battles or fieges, argues little for the final fuccefs of a 
war, fo extenfivc already, and fo greatly complicated. 

As to our unanimity at home, Sir, the very idea is ab- 
furd, becaufe impoffible, while the prefent fyftcm of injus- 
tice and oppreflion continues in its full rigour. The Ame- 
rican war is unjufl and unconstitutional in its firft principle, 
and, if perfifted in, muft end in our ruin. We have neither 
force to conquer, nor (trength to maintain, fuch extenfive 
couquefts, if we could fucceed. Our Situation is become 
truly critical. The constitution of this country is at home 
fapped by bribery and corruption : on the other fide of 
the Atlantic it is aiTailed by violence and force of arms. 
The too fatal fuccefs in this devoted nation is very evident ; 
but in the new world, I truft, as a friend of mankind, that 
all the defpotic meafures of a tyrannical administration will 
prove inefFeftual. It is impoSIible for this ifland to conqner 
and hold America. They are determined and united. Your 
fleets may indeed every year carry horror through all their 
coaft ; your armies may poSTefs fome fea-port towns ; but 
the numerous and greatly increafing people of the provinces 
will retire'into the interior parts, of which you have already 
had (pme experience. Peaceful towns and villages will coyer 
their fruitful plaiins, liberty will fix her bleft abode arn/mg 
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them, the unmolefted, happy inhabitants rejoicing that they 
are procul a "Jove, procul afulmine. 

I heartily agree, Sir, with the noble Lord in the amend- 
ment propofed ; but I go farther^ and my opinion is, that, 
if we expect to fave the empire, to preferve, even for a fhort 
period, Canada or the Weft India iflands, or to recover any 
part of the immenfe territory we have lately loft, we mult 
recall our fleets and armies, repeal all the acts injurious to 
the Americans parted fince 1763, and reftore their charters, 
"$Ve may then, if they will forgive, and can truft us, treat 
with them on juftj fair, and equal terms, . without the idea 
of compulfion, and a foundation be laid for the reftoration 
of 'peace, internal tranquillity and unity to this convulfed 
arid difmembered empire. ,. 

Hon. Temple LuttrelL He faid that he fo very widely 
djrFered in. opinion from the honourable member on the 
other fide of the Houfe, who rnoyed the minifterial addrefs, 
in commendation of his Majefty's fpeech delivered from the. 
throne, that he ftiould feel. himfelf highly culpable, were he 
to fit ftill.till jhe clofe of the debate, and content himfelf 
to be numbered with the fi\ent votes in its disfavour $ there 
was, however, no doubt of its being carried by a large ma- 
jority ; for thofe court- retainers and dependants on govern- 
ment, who had this campaign reaped a golden harveft from 
the calamities of their country, would fee in the fpeech un- 
der confideration, the beft earneft that could poifibly be 
given of a no lefs plentiful harveft of the fame fort the en- 
iuing fummer. As for his part, he conftrued this fpeech, 
an infamous groundlefs libel, fabricated by a tyrannical fac- 
tion, againft fome of the moft valuable members of the Bri- 
tiftj community, who, actuated by principles of juftice and 
honour, were nobly contending on the other fide of the At- 
lantic, for the deareft rights of mankind ; and who, limiting 
their refiftance to a redref? of real and effential grievances, 
were falfcly accufed of having, from the beginping of this 
unhappy copteft, had no other object in view than anarchy 
and independence. . 

It was a cufto.m amongthe ancient "Perfians (in later times, 
adopted in the kingdom of Naples) tq : coyer ; theirs tribunals 
of juftice with the fkins of corrupt \awyers, whom :they flayed 
alive — were a fimilar example to prevail L within thefe, walls, 
and the feats around us to be clothed .with the ikins of cor- 
rupt ftatefmen, I fear. Sir, there are not zfew gentlemen on 
your right-hand wouli catch their deaths of cold before the 

end 
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ehd of the approaching winter : I fliould tremble this flight 
for a long group of penfioners, contractors, pay mailers, 
treasurers, &c.&c. who will walk forth into that lobby, in 
order to bring up an addrefs to their fovercign, befeeching 
that he will perfevere to plunder and affaflinate his fnbje&s, 
and totally to extinguifh the vital fpiritof that free conttitur 
tion r on the maintenance of which alone, refts his claim to 
the throne of thefe realms. ■ . ' 

The honourable member near me [Governor JohnftontQ 
has jiiftly obferved, that " the addrefs moved for by goverar 
ment is an echo of the fpeech" impofed on their royal mafters 
it occurs to me, Sir, that the fpeech itfelf is, in many of its 
moft ftriking paflTages, an echo to the continental rerrion- 
flirances, and declarations of independency — for inftance-r^ 
<c They have rejected, with infult and indignity, every offer of ac- 
commodation \" this is verbatim the charge brought againft the 
mother-country by the oppreffed colonifts. They likewifc 
declare, that ■" it would be rafli to put an end to their plan, 
when they have every reafon to purfue it ;" — that" // is a 
contefl of the loft importance" — iC a war, not of ambition, but 
necefiity" — Good God, Sir ! ftate this argument, on our par.t^ 
in other language, without perverting the fenfe, and it wi)l 
(land thus — You art ambitious to maintain the rights of free- 
born Britons, and 'tis neceffary we fliould have an army of 
foreign affaflins, andufe every barbarity to render them 
(laves. Omnipotence on one fide, Sir, muji imply flavery on 
tlje other. 

When news was brought to Agefilaus, king of Sparta, 
during a civil war in Greece, that a bloody fight had happened 
near the city of Corinth, but that the Spartans were vic- 
torious, and the number of their troops killed was but in- 
confiderable, compared with the lofs of the enemy, inftead 
of exultations of joy, that wife and humane monarch, wjtty 
a deep figh, cried out, " Oh, unhappy Greece ! to have (lain 
fo many of thy beft warriors with thine own hand, who, hao* 
they lived, might have proved a match for all the barbarians 
in the world !* Lam credibly informed, Sir, that when our 
moft gracious fovereign received news of the. unhappy coiw 
fii&.at Long I (land, he broke forth in an exclamation of a 
like philofophic and generous nature, lamenting, that Great 
Britain fliould deftroy fo many of her brave men with her 
bwri Hand, who, had they lived in mutual concord and amity \ 
(night have fet at defiance the 'united force of our natural 
enemies, the Bourbon ftatqs, at this hour threatening us with 
2 w. 
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an invafive war. Confident as I was, that fuch ideas per* 
fe£Hy coincided with his Majefty's known humanity of heart* 
and tendernefs towards all his people, I did not conceive it 
poflible that the moft flagitious rriinifter of the bloody junto 
would dare to advifc a continuance of thefe difgraceful and 
ruinous meafures, and propofe a fpeech from the throne, evi- 
dently di&ated by defpotifm, hypocrify, and infatuation* 
I, Sir, entertained hopes of healing propofitions, and a timely 
dereliction, on the part of this country, of its unjuftifiablc 
and empty claim of taxation ; that efficient caufe of the civil' 
war, and which, if made an irrefragable ultimatum of your 
terms of peace, cannot fail to accelerate the downfall of your 
empire. For the Commons of Great Britain to fupport fo 
"defperate a purpofe at the point of the fword ; at the prefent 
alarming crifis too ; the French and Spaniards preparing for 
a rupture, and the nation finking under an enormous debt of 
150,000,000, argues folly in us beneath the unlettered Par- 
liament, madnefe beyond the infane Parliament, and a blood* 
fhirfty fpirit of enterprife above any of the profcribing, chi- 
valrous. Parliaments, under the worft of the Plantagenet ty- 
rants, I may, perhaps, be told, as I wis laft year, when I 
took the liberty to move an addrefsto the King, to inftruft 
the. commiflioners in America to treat for peace with the 
provincial conventions, or general continental congrefs, that 
bodies of men under denominations not formally legalized, 
can, in no poflible (ituauon of things, expedl a public recog- 
nition of their authority ; nor can you treat with rebels 
while they have arms in their hands. From what knowledge 
of men or books is this ftate-maxim derived? I defy any of the 
learned gentlemen over the way to inftance any inteftine com- 
motion, from the beginning of the world to this moment, of 
equal magnitude and maturity with that of America, where 
fuch wild doclrines have been maintained. In fupport of 
direftly oppofite meafures and policy, without recurring to 
seras very remote, or troubling the Houfe with dale pedantic 
refearches, 1 (hall beg leave to remind you of one or two 
remarkable precedents from modern hifV>ry, where the 
proudeft and moft perverfe potentates in* Chrifteridom have 
been taught an hrimbler and rribre btiorial leflbn ; and J 
mean to hold up in terrorem, their obfHn'atd tyranny, and the 
calamities rcfulting from it, to thefflfelvcs and their domi- 
nions, that thefe aliena pericula may ferYfe for beacons topre- 
ferve us from a fimilar fate. 

About 
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About the year 16 17, the Bohemians having differed ex- 
treme oppreffion, met in convention, and fet forth their 
"grievances to the Emperor (Matthias) ; anf wer was made, 
that nothing had been done on the part of the court of 
Vienna, that was contrary to the Imperial edi&s and refo- 
lutions of the ftatesof the Empire ; certain judges were com- 
trriflioried by the Emperor (as King of Bohemia) to grant 
general, or particular pardons ; but thefe perfons having treat* 
*d the remonit rants with much harfhnefs and indignity, were 
thrown headlong from a two pair of flairs window on the 
Hofce pavement of the caftie-yard. The Bohemians then con- 
stituted thirty dire&ors of their nation, and took up arms, 
publishing a manifefto to the feveral powers of Europe, in 
which they maintained the equity of their caufe. An army 
*yf 30,000 men took the field, under a great hero of that day 
fthe name, Sir, will probably carry with it a ftriking 
found to your ear, as a champion for the liberties of the 
people), Count Mansfeldt. Soon after this civil war broke 
•out, the Emperor gave authority to the Duke of Bavaria, 
the Ele&or of Saxony, the Ele&or of Mentz, and feveral 
other iiluftrious perfonages, to negotiate a peace with the 
malcontents: thus much for the pundilious idea of not con- 
defcending to treat with rebels. The difficulty off the times 
increafed to fuch a degree the diftradion of the Emperor's 
tnind, already agitated with the pangs of a recent domeftic 
misfortune, that he refigned altogether the regal dignity, 
fend foon after died ; leaving to his fucccflbr a war of twenty- 
right years, one of the molt rancorous and bloody on the re- 
cords of hrftory. The Bohemians offered their crown to the 
Ele&or Palatine (Frederick V.), ancellor in the female Kne 
of our moft gracious fovereign George the Third, the chief 
of whofe eledloral houfe, the Duke of Brunfwick, hazarded 
-his life and dominions, and adhially loft an arm in upholding 
the oppreffed Bohemians. The Parliament of England cheer- 
fully voted fupplies to maintain their revolt, upon a princi- 
ple worthy the representatives of a free and generous na- 
tion ; that tyrannical mandates, a violation of charter rights, 
and unconftitutional imports, had diffolved the bands of fub- 
tniflion from the fubje<5U towards the fovereign, and left them 
at liberty to create a new government. A regiment of 2000 
Britilh foldiers, among which were many volunteers of the 
higheft birth and chara&er, embarked on this popular fer- 
vice, under one of the Vlere family ; while the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, convinced of the godiinefs of their battle, gave 
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th«m his folemn and facred benedi&ion. Another precedent, 
in my humble opinion, well worth obfcrvance, toeftablifh 
the expediency of treating with infurgents, though embo- 
died in the field and bearing arms, may be found in reading 
the civil wars of Hungary, begun about a century ago, by 
a violation, in the Emperor Leopold, of the laws and privi- 
leges of that fpirited nation, and the inhuman butchery of 
thofe truly patriotic leaders, Counts Serini and Nadafti. 
The firft notable achievements on the fide of the Emperor, in 
the field of battle, were performed by a Colonel Heifter, fol- 
lowed by endeav6ursto eftablifh a military dominion through- 
out Hungary ; this brought on an almolt unanimous revolt 
of the people. In 1678 an inefFe&ual congrefs was held for 
pacification between the Hungarians and their fovereign. — 
Conferences-^-propofals — fufpenfion of hoftilities, without 
avail, till the Emperor making certain concejjions, a truce was 
agreed to in 1681. The war, however, was revived the year 
after, with a printed declaration that Leopold having vio- 
lated the fundamental laws of the conftitution, was fallen 
from his throne and authority, and Emeric, Count Sekeli, 
eleded King of Hungary, to whom, in a few campaigns, 
fieifler (now become a general) abandoned the whole prin- 
cipality of Tranfylvania. Upon the death of Leopold, the 
Emperor Jofeph made propofals to the enemy, which were 
rejedted. In 1709, feverai prifoners were maflacred in cool 
blood, by both parties ; in which year, a diet aflembled at 
Prefburg, to accommodate matters between the Emperor 
and the revolters, but that diet being compofed of the Em- 
peror's partifans only, Ragozzi (corfimander of the malcon- 
tents), though invited by a i'afe-condud, refufed to come, 
and forbade any Hungarians to repair thither, under pain of 
being confidered as enemies to their country. The envoys 
from the courts of Great Britain and the United Provinces 
made feverai fruitlefs attempts to mediate a reconciliation. — 
The Imperial minifters ( fay the writers of thefe tranfa&ions) 
■were, in fa6r, averfe from treaty, hoping to aggrandize 
themfelves by the conteft, and grow rich from a confifcatiori 
of the eftates of the Hungarians; however, in 171 1, the 
court of Vienna found it expedient to difpatch a public mi- 
nifter in form to the rebel army (as it was called), to nego- 
tiate a peace, which was at length accomplished, after the 
civil war had raged, with ibort intermiflions, for near half 
a century, with the definition of about half a million of 
fubjeftsj the Emperqr ftipulating to preferve inviolate for 
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the future, the rights, immunities, and liberties of Hun- 
gary, I would obferve, upon a view of thefe tragic fcenes, 
that mankind in the mafs of fociety are, in all ages and coun- 
tries, actuated by nearly the fame paflions; and the fame ra- 
dical evils in the body politic caufe fimilar convulfions and 
rifle of diflblution. Without confuhing falfe pretenders to 
augury, without preternatural divination, you may, Sir, 
perceive a gloomy feries of misfortunes hanging over thefc 
realms, from the progrefs of our intedine warfare, equal to 
what befell either of thofe unhappy naiions I have juft fpoken 
bf. — For my part, Sir, I own I fliould be glad to compound 
for an iflue to our quarrel with the colontfts, as little dedruc- 
tive to the human fpecies, and as little decifive of the gene- 
ral deftiny of the kingdom, as thofe civil broils in Hungary 
or Bohemia ; but I fear a dill more awful doom awaits us. 

The force and profperity of every nation depends, in great 
meafure, on its populoufnefs. «« The Romans (fays a learn- 
ed author) dedroying others, were at length themfelves 
deftroyed; continually in action, and embarked in the mod 
hazardous attempts, they wore out, like a weapon kept con- 
ftantly in ufe." Whoever will duly reflect on the (late and 
tranfactions of this our nation, within the lad twenty years, 
will find her much reduced in number of inhabitants ; not 
only from the effects of the late war, but from her extenfive 
maritime and commercial emigrations — her garrifons and 
fettlements in the remoted and mod infane corners of the 
globe — her enterprifes (not to fay errantry) in the Eaft In- 
dies, and many debilitating home-manufactories that admi- 
nifter to the luxuries of the great, unthought of in ancient 
times ; neither are we (I believe) at all behind the heathen 
world for the wade of debauchery and intemperance. In the 
midd of thefe various trains, is our little choleric ifland en- 
tering upon a war of the mod inveterate nature, and for an 
unattainable object — a war, that, were you peopled like the 
dominions of China, and difciplined by the prolific morality 
of the primitive difciples of Lycurgus, mud ere long totally 
annihilate your empire. " Nature (fays Montefquieu) 
having made men equal, reafon can never make them depend- 
ent, uniefs where it is neceflary to their happinefs." I 
fhall add, that an appeal mud ever hold, in equity, to the 
common fenfe of living focieties, from the compacts or in- 
ditirtions of the dead* 

Thus much may of a truth be advanced in favour of the 
Americans: partners with you in the triumphs of a tnoft 
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glorious foreign war, and in all thofe national benefits ac- 
quired by your joint exertions and prowefs, they flood firm- 
cemented to you by affeftion, as well as confanguinity. 
:rhaps, Sir, there are deep -founded civilians, whofe rules 
ght have held them juftified long ago, in faving their 
ing fortunes from your finking fate, and in an aofolute 
oration from your dominion, were it only upon that fun- 
ental principle which ought to govern human focieties, 
well at individuals — the law of felf-prefervation. They 
'it, indeed, have urged the plea of infanity againft the 
Av,»it country, whofe folly, ambition, and rapacioufnefs, 
te proceeding with gigantic ftrides, year after year, and 
ly after day, for a long time paft, to deftroy one common 
Hock of happinefs, the joint property of all themembers of 
this diftrafted empire: neither was fuch abundant happinefs 
to be found, I believe, in the lot of any mortal fociety fince 
the beginning of the univerfe, A faction of defpots pre- 
siding over your oftenftble government, titter for the cells of* 
Bedlam than the efficient cabinet of a limited monarch, whofe 
Tole fight to his diadem is a right of ele&ion from the peo- 
ple — and the end of that election, to guard inviolate the 
"liberties and properties of all his fubj efts — though the colo- 
riifts beheld fuch alarming evils, and another dependant 
country (Ireland) (hamefully trampled upon, fuffering inju- 
ries and indignities too numerous and glaring to need a recital 
— and which country (by the way) never deferved a like 
treatment at your hands, unlefs to bear it be to deferve it. 
I ray, Sir, though the Americans clearly faw thefe things, 
it was with an eye of affliftion, and rather with the tear <if 
•pity given to your public degeneracy and fafcination, than 
the lead fpark of anger: but when you followed thofe dif- 
tant enormities, by bringing home to their own threfholds 
the hand of rapine and tyranny — when yon, with a remorfe- 
lefs violence, were preparing to wreft from them every blefling 
to which they were unalienably entitled, as Britiili fubje&s 
and freemen, fubftituting inftead, a conftitution never at- 
tempted to be impofed on any fpot of Chriftian earth, but by 
a banditti of highwaymen on the. h.eaths of Bagihot or Houn- 
flow — " Give me your money, or Til blow out your brains;" 
., — trjen, Sir, it was furely high time, if they felt like men, and 
like Britons, to aft with a fpirit of fortitude becoming men, 
..amd becoming Britons. Amidft the refufe of every nume- 
• tous comnjunity ; we of courfe find fome charafters marvel- 
labjeft; from a few of thefe did we ab- 

furdly 
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Curdly and fall&cipufly judge of the majority of the injured 
qpj^nifta till the me^fureuf ouropprefikm being full, in a 
iirjngojt diabolical ^Qs again ft their charters, their U^ck, 
and vsry exiftence, fcarce one advocate retrained to us 
throughout thirteen large provinces. — "There i$ ^ uniQ,-* 
lays Thomfon (not the provincial colonel of that name, 
taken in Canada,, but the flower of the Scottifh poets, Jem- 
my Thomfon), " when e'en the Have at heart will fp.uin hi* 
qhains, nor know fubmiffion more." # That time you hav* 
with prodigious pains brought to maturity. From what ac- 
curfed examples our prevailing fyfterri of politics is dr?wn» X 
a,mat a lofs todifcover; I can conceive there is nothing of A 
fimilar complexion amidft all the voluptuous annals of man* 
kind, unlefs it be met with in the memoirs of Dioqyfogs, 
tyrant of Syracufe ; Sir, that monfter being determined uppM 
the ruin of a free people of Reggio, impofed on them certain 
exactions, with which he was perfuaded they had not the 
ability to comply — hence he founded a pretext to inveft 
their territories with a formidable army ; after a gallant 9XA 
4efperate defence, they were reduced to an , unconditional 
furrender; Dionyfius then laid their city in a(hes; cofl^ 
demned many of the principal inhabitants to cruel tortures* 
and fold the reft for flaves, by beat of drum, to the highefl; 
bidder, in a public market-place. How happy, Sir, would 
it make that mirror of all good qualities, our firft lord COfft^ 
tniffioner of the admiralty, were he appointed drummer ?1 
the city of New York on a like occafion ! 

*J*o invocate the fpecial interpofition of Providence in fuch 
an infernal undertaking as the prefent, is, to my mind, the 
moli profligate excefs of blafphemy — but, however the nur- 
cenarUs of government may this day a£t,l hope the independ- 
ent cquntry gentlemen will join with me to implore the Gq4 
of Clemency, that he will exorcife this demon of djfcord * B 4 
viplence, which has too long infpired our deliberations, an4 
prefided over the public councils of every branch of the Britift* 
legiflature. — May that God at length open our eyes, and 
ppen our hearts, to the true interefts of our cquntry ! 

It is a very unfair argument to allege, that th,e Ameri* 
cans'fight for indeptndtncy.-rYQiu muft be fenfible, Sir, tfiafi 
the only way to ftraighten a bow is to wreft it with vigotjf 
tp an oppofite curve: the ads of this legiflature affefting 
fhe cplonifts, were fo warped from re&itude, that their only 
chance to recover a right line of juftice wa$ by proceeding to 
cp^/^rj e^tremitias, to anripunc;^ difunio^aqiaWQUte fte*- 

C ^ ^ats^x 
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dom. I approve of the addrefs to his Majefty, recommend- 
ed by the right honourable member .near me [Lord John 
Cavendifh], becaufe I think it bids fair to fave both countries 
from deftruclion, and to reftore perfedl concord to the con- 
tending parts of this diftrajEted empire. If you empower the. 
commiflioners in America to propofe peace on equitable 
conditions, offer to reftore their charters, and relinquifh the 
unfuftainable claim of taxation with a good grace — even 
now, while your armies figure in the field, under hitherto 
triumphant generals — rand I make no doubt, but by fo lauda- 
ble a ftep you will obtain from your colonies, through the 
Howes, as fair and magnanimous an anfwer, as that which 
was fentfrom the Falerii to the Roman fenate, by the great 
Camillus — " The Romans, in having preferred juftice to 
eonqueft, have taught us to be fatisfied with fubmiffion ih- 
ftead of liberty. " 

Sir Herbert Afaciworth profefTed himfelf to be one of the 
independent country gentlemen, and declared, he feared 
that matters were much mifreprefented ; that he did not like 
to hear gentlemen fo ready to find a plea for the Americans 
on every occafion, and, even when they were beat, to hunt 
after a reafon to (hew that they could not avoid it, and that 
fome particular circumftances becafioned it. He faid, he 
was ever mod clearly againtt that Houfe attempting to tax 
America, as America was not reprefented in that Houfe; 
But he thought it highly neceffary to maintain the right; and 
that it was but reafonable America fhould contribute fome-p 
thing in return for the millions (he had coft this country. He 
fpoke highly in favour of fome of the gentlemen in oppofi- 
tion, but applauded the miniftry ; finally declaring, that, as 
an ancient Briton, he felt for the honour of his country, and 
therefore wifhed her fuccefs; not but he would be glad that 
a proper treaty for reconciliation was on foot, and, he owned, 
he cared not whether it was with rebels in arms or without 
them. He was againft the amendment. 

The right honourable T. Townfhend. I do not rife, Sir, to 
difcufs, or indeed to take much notice of that humorous 
paragraph, which the minifters have thought proper to infert 
in his Majefty 's fpeech ; calling for the unanimity of this 
Houfe, and of the nation at large. I fay his minifters have 
iriferted, becaufe I hope it will ftill be deemed parliamentary 
to confider the King's fpeech as the fpeech of the minifter, 
and to hold, that the minifter or minifters are anfwerable for 
every part 6i it. . I call it humorous, becaufe it would be rU 
. v. -v • ' #culous 
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diculous in any one to confider it as ferious. We have, thank 
God, a very witty minifter, and he has thought proper at 
this, time, when the generality of the world think this coun- 
UyJn a fituation that ought to make the boldeft man among 
you tremble, to treat us with a joke. 

It would be doing the compofer of the fpeech great injus- 
tice to fuppofe, that he meant in earned to aflume, that we 
muft now be unanimous. If he were, what muft be his 
logic? Muft he notreafon thus? Gentlemen, you and all the 
world foretold laft year, that the meafures of adminiftration 
would bring the affairs of America into the unhappy ftate in 
which we now fee them ; that they would force the Ameri- 
cans to a declaration of independence ; and you urged thofe 
natural confequences as reafons for oppofing fuch meafures. ( 
The confequence you foretold has happened ; come, then, 
give us now your confidence, and be unanimous in your fup- 
port of the fame men, in the profecution of the famefyftem. 
To fay that the meafures of laft year did not tend to this 
end, feems to me abfurd to the laft degree. What did you 
do by your language in every debate, and by the provifioni 
of every aft that you parted ? Did you not declare them out 
of your protection ? Did you not put them in the fituation, 
not only of feparated ftates, of France and Spain for cxamr 
pie, but of diftindfc ftates, of France and Spain, at open 
war with you ? Did you, even in your acfts of parliament, 
fo much as affefl; to diftinguifh between the innocent and the 
guilty ? 

In this fituation, fnihifters think proper to trifle and to 
joke with the Houfe. I never faw fuch a fcene on the firft 
day of a feffion, in a moft important hour, as I have feen 
to-day. Minifies do not think themfelves boundto attend, 
or to give anfwers to the.queftions that have been put to them 
by many refpe&able gentlemen to-day; nay, they do not 
even prefer ve the leaft appearance of attention ; they do not 
keep their feats, they walk about the Houfe,' or out of the 
Houfe. I really thought, fome time ago, that the minifter ia 
the blue riband had left the houfe entirely, and meant to 
depute the care of the divifion to his clerks and fecretaries, 
who might afterwards report the numbers to him at his own 
houfe. Such a treatment, I believe, a Houfe of Parliament 
never experienced at any time, at leaft not at fo important a 
period; a period, when we may poflibly have reafon to ex- 
pert, that, before ,many months arc over our heads, this coun- 
try may be in as melancholy a fituation > itrn fateoit *&to»&i 

C 4 c^xRa^- 
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confufion and defolation as now prevails in America, in con* 
fequence of our pad oieafures. 

I will now venture to put a few que ft ions to the adminis- 
tration, though I do not very well know why I fhould, as they 
have not thought proper to anfwer quedions, perhaps, much 
more pertinent ; I am fure, much Setter dated from other 
honourable gentlemen, who have as good a right to expert 
anfwers as any men who ever fat here. I believe it never 
happened, that on the fir (I day of the feflion, after a long re- 
cefs, and at a moil alarming crifis, a debate had laded fo long 
a time and reached this hour of the evening, without a won} 
having fallen from any one officially qualified to give, fatifr 
faftory anfwers upon the fituation of public affairs. 

I mult afk then, what means that part of the fpeech, which 
tells us, that all the powers of Europe are in amity with us n 
but that we mud put our forces in a refpe&abie date ? Is not 
France arming ? Is not Spain armed? Has not the former 
called for the regidered feamen ? Has (he not fwept her 
coafts by a prefs? Does there remain even a fifherman on, 
tbjs coad oppofite to us, fit for the king's fervice, who is not 
marching, or under orders to march to Bred ? Has (he not 
an equipment at Bred ready to fail ? Have we not prefled, 
and are we not putting a fleet of men of war into commif- 
fion ? 1 have been told that the court of France have been 
afked the reafon of their arming; and that the anfwer our 
court received was, that wp were armed ourfelves, and in fa 
formidable a date, that we fhould immediately fubdue Ame- 
rica, and that they were jealous that, in the career of our glo- 
ry, we fhould fall upon them. If that is true, I mud fuppofe 
the minidcr of France to have been in as facetious a humour 
•when be fent that anfwer, as our rpinifter was when he com- 
pofed that part of his Majefty's fpeech, which affumes, that 
we mud be unanimous in this day's debate. I mud confefs, 
that, till I receive a little fatisfc&ion uponthefe points, I fhall 
continue to think this country in the mod perilous fituatioa 
itever experienced. When I confider our army in England,. 
oar army in Ireland, what are the numbers* and of what 
raw men they are com pofed, I own I tremble. Surely our 
inilitia alone, in its prefent condition, is not to be truded a? 
the only defence of this country. It is not like what it wa$ 
during the lad war. The militia marched out from their 
counties, regiment by regiment, according to the date of 
their di/cjpline, and their fitnefa to take ther fieicj.. They 
tyadhad tl^,a$$anc£ of two or three qfi5w$ frp&ttte vW»y, 
'...-•; ' ' " ' to 
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to affift in the training each feparate battalion. New tkcjr 
will be called out ail at once, and without thefe afliftances,. 
Add to this, that) without any refle&ion upon the prefent 
gentlemen who bear commiffions in the militia, they have- 
not a third or a fourth part of the weight and property among 
thepo, that they had during the war. Now, Sir, as thofo 
eflential qualities in officering a militia are not counter!*** 
lanced by the leaft Superiority in military (kill, that body of 
men are, in my opinion* not by any means lo much to be dew 
pended upon. 

As to the ftate of the navy, we have heard much upon it, 
from gentlemen much better qualified to fpeak upon it than 
myfelf. But. there are one or two very ftriking features in it, 
that*difier much from what we faw laty war. We had twelve 
or thirteen thoufand Americans in our navy. It is unnecef- 
fary to fay where they are now. They are making reprifal* 
upon our defencelefs trade. I hope they have made more 
* prizes than the French and Spaniards did in all the laft war 
inthofefeas. We have befides, I underftand, about 15,000 
of our feamen in our fleet in America. What a draught 
from the general naval force of this country! We have, as. 
you are told, a very fine fleet of (hips of the line : but can 
ihips of the line prote& your trade, or alone prevent an in- 
vasion? Where are your frigates and floops ? Almoft all in 
America. 1 have been told, and from the bed authority, 
by men who fat many years at the board of admiralty, with, 
perhaps, the greatcft officer this country ever faw at the head 
of its navy, that in times of an apprehended invaflpn, fifty, 
fixty, feventy of thefe frigates and floops were conftantly and. 
neceflarily employed. What proportion of them can you 
now command ? , 

In the laft war, the French had other objeds to think of, 
befides an invafion of thefe iflands. You had an army in 
Germany, that held at bay, and found ample work for 
1*50,000 of the bed troops in France, What chance have we 
now of fiich a diverfion of their force ? Tbey feem to me, 
to have before them the full choice of every circumftance 
that a nation can with for, that have a conftant rival, and 
almoft as conftant an enemy to deal with. They may choofo 
the fcene* the mode, and, if. J may ufe the expreffion, the 
degree of war they pleafe. 

The fleet of Spain may foil to America, while the troops 
and fleet of France may either threaten or attack this coun- 
try. If tbey march their troops down to the cq*&* hiWSv 
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not the fpirit of euterprifo. Jo fpcha fchool he was wt 
likely to learn to hefitate, or to decline any fatigue o* daon 
ger, by which the fervice upon wb s ich-h£ was. .ordered* 
might be advanced. Nor did he deviate from his former 
aondufl: upon this occafion ; though the accounts that 
have beer* ipublifhed, and the reports fpread by every mem- 
ber, of government, may have drawn upon him the cenfuse 
of unthinking men. Sir, I have feen fuch accounts, as au- 
thorize me to fay, that, he examined the channel, oj ford, a,s 
it has been erroneoufly called, the day he landed, and that 
he feut an account of it to the Commodore. He founded it 
with his own perfon as far as he qould. If X advance what 
is ill-founded, let me be contradicted* But J am confident 
no man can contradict me. If I am right, haw injurioufly 
he has been treated ! .The worthy memher exclaims with 
propriety agajnft liberties taken with the characters of abfent 
officers, but let him remember the quarter from whence the^ 
injury comes, and direct his ceofure accordingly* 

There is, I think, one part of the fpeech which me.n» 
tioas a difcovery of the original defigns of the leaders of thQ 
Americans, In God's name* who njade them leaders? How 
came they to be fo? If you force men together by oppreffion, 
they will form into bodies, and choofe lenders* Mr. Hati-» 
cock, was a merchant of credit and opulence, when this uru 
happy bqfinefs firft broke out. Men in that kind of fitija-i 
tion are not very prone to a change of government. I think I 
have forpeiimes heard a few old women fey, that the civil 
war <*f the lad century was originally contrived by Cromwell; 
-r-that the firft oppofition to Charles I. was begun in order to 
advance Cromwell to the prote&orfliip. Jt is a fagacity 
and penetration of the fame kind that has. now happily dis- 
covered the original views of thofe who now are the leaders, 
of the Americans. 

Some gentlemen have been jocular upop the ribands, and 
other honours conferred, by the Congrefs; They bavq, 
however* hardly distributed honours with a lefs fparing hand, 
than the minifters have done. I believe, fince the good 
days of King James I. there never was fo great a profufior* 
of honours as within this half year. I beg pardon for the ex** 
preflion of profufion; it conveys an improper idea, and I wifh 
to recall it. It is not a profufion, it is a happy increafe of me- 
rit in thofe times, which called for certainly a much larger 
didrihution of honours than has heen known in the memory 
of maju One Gazette announced no lefs, tb^a two *nd fifty 
j honours 
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"honours conferred in Ireland. The great feals of England 
and Ireland have been fet to fix and forty patents of peerage 
within thefe few months; fome of them, I believe, fup- - 
poled not to be quite confident with the Afl of tJniorH I 
would not be fuppofed to look with an evil eye at any marks 
ojf favour fliewn to the Peers of Scotland ; I do not enter 
into that queftion ; it is matter for the decifion of another 
aflembly. 1 wifh the Scotch peerage upon a much better 
footing- I (hould fee with pleafure five and twenty or thirty 
Britifh peerages conferred upon the Peers of that kingdom, 
provided we could get rid of the eledHon of the fixteen. I 
refpedr. many of the prefent fixteen, and mould willingly fee 
them included in fuch a promotion. But their prefent con- 
dition is not a defirable one. I believe there is not a man -in 
that part of the united kingdom who does not agree with me 
in this opinion. 

But, Sir, I am deviating from the queftion before us; 
though I believe I may plead precedent for it, the firft-day of 
a feflion being ufually looked upon as a day of general con- 
verfation. 1 have now only to return thanks to the Houfe 
for their indulgence to me. 

I rofe for the purpofe of afking the few queftions which 
I have ventured to fubmit to thofe, who in other times 
would have been thought under fome degree of neceflity of 
anfwering them, I fhall not be much furprifed to find rny 
queftions treated as thofe offered by other gentlemen have 
been, flowever, if I can procure a fatisfa&oryanfwer to 
them, I fhall think myfelf amply repaid for the trouble I 
have taken to ftate them. 

Lord Nartb. I think proper to deliver my fentiments thus 
early, becaufe, fhould I defer my intention for only half an 
hour longer, the Houfe may probably forget one of my prime 
inducements for riling to trouble you. It is, Sir, to meet 
the charge made againft me by the right honourable gentle- 
man over the way £Mr. Townfhend], left it may go forth, 
that I negle&ed my duty in this Houfe, as a member, or. a 
minifter; left, Sir, anabfenceof ten minutes, .on apreflirig 
call of bufinefs, in the courfe of a debate, which will probaby 
continue fourteen hours, (hould be reprefented as an open 
defertion of my poll, in the moment of danger and difficulty. 
I may, Sir, be deficient in many refpe&s, but of all wantsl 
t never imagined that a want of refpeft, diligence as a mem- 
ber, or attention to this Houfe, would have fwelled the long 
catalogue. I am yet to learn, that the behaviour of a mem- 
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ber, relative to thefc perfonal minutia, was ever efteemed a 
fit object of parliamentary animadverfion, or matter fuffi- 
ciently important to indur public reprehenfion. I have, it 
is true, been abfent about ten minutes, upon a pfeffing call 
of bufinefs, and am now returned to my feat. This, Sir, is 
the atrocious crime t have committed. This it is that has 
furnifhed the right honourable gentleman who fpoke lad 
with fo happy an opportunity of difplaying his talents. I . 
truft, however, that T fhail have the juftice done me, to allow 
that there is no member in this Houfe longer keeps his place, 
I mean my place in Parliament, or attends with greater pa- 
tience and refignation, the whole length of a tedious debate, 
than I do. 

It has been more than once objefied, this night, that I have, 
fince the commencement of the prefent troubles, held back 
fuch information as became neceflary for you to know, in or- 
der the better to be able to decide upon meafures proper to 
be purfued relative to America. Nothing can be more unjuft 
and ill-founded than this charge. I have been ready, at all 
times, to communicate to this Houfe every poflible informa- 
tion that could be given with Jafety. I repeat with fafety, 
becaufe the very bad and mifchievous confequences of dif- 
clofing the full contents of letters, with the writers' names, 
has been already feverely proved, and would, in the prefent 
fituation of affairs, not only be impolitic, but might be to 
the laft degree dangerous, if not fatal, to the perfons imme- 
diately concerned. 

• Several honourable gentlemen on the other fide have pro- 
pofed queftionS, which, I think, an attentive perufal of the 
fpeech would have prevented them from putting to me. His 
Majefty fays, he has received aflu ranees of amity from the 
feveral courts of Europe ; yet he has thought it neceflary to 
prepare himfelf againft any fudden attack. The aflertion is, , 
I contend, ftri&ly true ; I am anfwerable for its veracity ; 
for I advi fed, in concert with the reft of his Majefty's fer- 
vants, the paflage now obje&ed to. His Majefty has received 
thofe alfu ranees ; but he has not thought it prudent entirely 
to truft and rely on their contents. 

It is well known, that Spain and Portugal have been for the 
laft year on the point of differing about the frontiers of the 
Brazils. It is equally true, that his Majefty has interpofed 
his good offices as a mediator, and endeavoured to accommo- 
date the difpute. This interpofition, at prefent, promifes to 
terminate happily, and to the fatisfadion of both parties; it 

is, 
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is, however, impoflible to tell, what turn the affair may take, 
or venture at all to be rcfponfible for the event of fuch a nego- 
tiation. 

From the prefent aflurances of the court of France, and 
ftronger cannot be defired, we have every reafon to be fatif- 
fied of their pacific intentions; fhould it neverthelefs prove 
otherwife, I can venture to affirm, and from my own know- 
ledge, to aflure this Houfe, that we are prepared for the 
word, and that our preparations have been fuch as to enable 
lis to cope with any enemy who may be inclined to moleft 
us. It has been faid, that we are dripped of our home naval 
defence ; that though we fhould procure feamen, and have a 
fufficient number of line of battle (hips ready for fea, the ab- 
sence of our frigates would prevent us, for fome time at leaft, 
carrying on any effectual naval operation. To this, a very 
fhort anfwer will fuffice; we have fevcral frigates at home, 
there are fome building ; and if it were not fo, we could pro- 
cure a fufficient number to anfwer every purpofe we want, 
or wifli at prefent to effect. 

The armament g^oing on in France, which has been this 
night fo mightily magnified, is but a Jmall one ; I mean 
comparatively with what we are able to fend to fea, at a 
jhort warning: it cohfifls of fix (hips of the line, and four 
frigates. They are, it is true, putting their navy on a re- 
fpectable footing; they have made a demand on the regiders. 
Thefe preparations import nothing directly hodile; their 
aflurances, their pacific difpofitions towards us, are as drong 
as words can make them : but I repeat once more, that his 
Majefty's miniders have thought proper to advife him to the 
prefent armament, by way of precaution. 

Two or three honourable gentlemen on the other fide have 
charged me with fluffing the fpeech with wit and humour^ 
hypocrify, deceit, and abfurdity ; fome on account of the 
word unanimity \ others-for the following paflage : " my de- 
fire is to reftoie to them (the people of America) the bleflings 
of law and liberty." Now I fee no wit or humour in either 
of the paffages alluded to, but the plained deductions of plain 
xeafoning and common fenfe. By unanimity, it cannot be fup- 
pofed was meant a total union of fentiment, on every fide of 
the Houfe ; it could hardly be imagined or expected : it meant 
great and decifive majorities, minorities, confiding, perhaps, 
of thirty or forty members. As to the hypocrify charged on 
ihat other paflage, wherein his Majedy exprefles his defire 
to redore his fubjccts to law and liberty, that I think is, 
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if poffible, worfe founded; irrftead of being abfurd, or hypo- 
critical, I am of opinion, it is fupported by fad, and at 
Xound logic as the Englilh language is capable of conveying. 
Are not raw and liberty fled from America? Can it be faid fo 
of this country } The debate of this -day has fully proved it 
cannot ; and i beg leave to remind the gentlemen who have 
in the courfe of the prefent- evening thrown fo many reflec- 
tions upon adminiftration, that they would foon find the drf* 
ference of the two countries, had they dared to make fo free 
With the Congrefs. I cannot, however, but applaud the fphrit 
which has di&ated thofe feverities : I am pleafed with that 
fpirit of inquiry which has manifefted,* though it be a licen- 
tious fpirit ; and I wi'fli it to continue, though I am deftmed 
to be the objeft of attack. 

1 beg pardon of the H'oufc for taking up fo trmch of their 
time,; but I wifli them to recolleft, that much the greater 
ptfrt of it was taken up in replying to qneftions and explana- 
tions I thought k my duty >o anfwer and give. I carmcrt 
agree with the amendment now propofed, becaufe it defires 
liis Afejefty to fet on foot a tedious inquiry to no purpofe, to 
procraftinate events which in all probability will foon bft 
produced, and render fruftlefs every favourable operation 
whicfh hath already taken place. It has always been my 
wi(h, and rhat of every other fervant of the King, to bring 
matters to as early an iffiie, and with as little bloodflied as 
poffible; toufethe prefent fuccefles and viftory, if it were 
gained, with prudence and moderation, and rather as a 
means of cementing a lading 'unity and amity, than as ob* 
jedts of triumph, or instruments for forging the chains of 
flavery, or excufesfor tyranny oroppreflion. 

He appealed to his own conciliatory motion, that recon- 
ciliation had conftantly been his objeft. He aiTerted, fhat 
that motion held out to the colonies a propofal, or ptopofi*- 
tion, that they fhould raife among themfelves a certain, or 
fuch a proportionate fum, as (hould be fettled and agreed 
upon between Great Britain and them; and that, in future, 
they fhould never be further taxed but when we were. 

Col. Zfarr/ obferved, that the right honourable gentleman, 
who fpoke laft but one, was wrong in ftating that the noble 
3,ord did not pay fufficicnt attention to the Houfe; that the 
noble Lord certainly did Very regularly attend, and was, in 
general, ready to anfwer the queftions put to him; that he 
anfwered them fatisfaftority, he would not fay, but he 
.generally-anfwered them ; there was one queftion, however, 

which 
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which had been pat in the courfe of the debate ; a quefttoh 
of the firft confequence, of the mod feriou* importance, tb 
Whidi the noble Lord had wholly, negle&ed to /peak. Uk 
order ip give him an opportunity of fpeaking to it, he woum 
therefore then put it, and fit down, without proceeding fur* 
ther, that the noble Lord might give the Houfe that fatisfao 
tion Which he doubted not many of them wifhed to received 
The queftion was, " What powers were General and Lord 
Howe inverted with, as his Majefty *s commiffioners, to treak 
With America J" 

Lord North immediately faid, that their domriiiflkm hid 
lately been publifhed in the Gazette, and that nothing tela* 
tive to the bufinefs had been concealed. His Lordftiip read 
yart of the commiffion, and faid, he knew of nothing more> 
nnlefs indeed fome direction relative to prifoners. 

CoL Barri again jofe, and pulling a paper out of hift 
pocket, declared, he had in his hand an account of what 
pafled at a conference between Lieutenant-colonel Patter* 
fon and General Washington, when Colonel Patterfon waft 
difpatched with General and Lord Howe's letter ; that thfc 
account was printed in America, but that it bore evident 
marks of authenticity, although indeed it did riot come di- 
rectly into his hands; for he could pofitivejy fay, that no 
letter dire&ed to him, and fent from America, ever reached 
him. He commented on the account in his hand, declaring 
his high efteem for Colonel Patterfon, with whom he had 
the happinefs to be acquainted, and aiferting, that he was* 
man of the firft honour in the fervice. He (aid, the account * 
he was going to read did Colonel Patterfon infinite credit* 

He then read the following paper from the New York 
Gazette of the $th of Auguft. 

" The following is an exa& ftate of what pafled at the 
interview between his Excellency General Wafllington, and 
Colonel Patterfon, adjutant-general of the army under Ge* 
neral Howe, July 2o, 1776. 

*' After ufual compliments, in which, as well as through 
the whole converfation, Colonel Patterfon addrefled General 
Wafllington by the title of Excellency; Colonel Patterfon en- 
tered upon the bufinefs by faying, that General Howe much 
regretted the difficulties which had arifen refpe&ingthe addrefis 
of the letters to Gen. Wafllington ; that it wasdeemed confid- 
ent with propriety, and founded upon precedents of the like 
nature by ambafladora and plenipotentiaries, where difpntdl 

Vm»V» *t 
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or difficulties of rank had arifen ; that General Wafliington 
might recoiled he had, lad fummer, addrefled a letter to 
General Howe, il To the Honourable Wiiliam Howe, Efq." 
that Lord Howe, and General Howe, did not mean to dero- 
gate from the refped Or rank of General Wafliington ; that 
.they held his perfon and character in the higheft efteem ; that 
the diredion, with the addition, &c. &c, &c. implied every 
thing that ought to follow. He then produced a letter which 
he did not dire&ly offer to General Waihington, but obferved, 
that it was the fame letter which had been feat, and laid it 
on the table, with the fuperfcription to George Waihington, 
&c. *&c. &c. The General declined the letter, and faid, 
that a letter directed to a perfon in a public character, fhould 
have fome defcriptioji or indication of it, otherwife it would 
appear a mere private letter ; that it was true the &c. &c. &c. 
implied every thing, and they alfo implied any thing ; that 
the letter to General Howe alluded to, was an anfwer to one 
received under a like addrefs from him, which the officer on 
duty having taken, he did not think proper to return, but an- 
fwered it in the fame mode of addrefs ; that he mould abfo- 
Jutely decline any letter directed to him as a private perfon, 
when it related to his public ftation. Colonel Patterfon then 
faid, that General Howe would not urge his delicacy any 
further, and repeated his affertionsjjhat no failure of refpecl: 
was intended. He then faid, that he would endeavour, as 
well as he could, to recoiled General Howe's fentiments on 
the letter, and refolves of Congrefs, fent him a few days be- 
• fore, refpefting the treatment of our prifoners in Canada, 
and that the affairs of Canada were in another department, 
not fubject to the control of General Howe, but that he 
and Lord Howe utterly difap proved of every infringement of 
the rights of humanity. Colonel Patterfon then took a paper 
out of his pocket, and, after looking it over, faid, he had 
expreffed nearly the words. General Waihington then faid, 
that he had alfo forwarded a copy of the refolves to General 
Burgoyne. To which Colonel Patterfon replied, he did not 
doubt a proper attention would be paid to them, and that he 
(General Waihington) was fenfible, that cruelty was not 
the character iftie of the Britifh nation. Colonel Patterfon 
.then proceeded to fay, he had it in charge to mention the 
£afe of General Prefect, who, they were informed, was 
•treated with fuch rigour, that, under his age and infirmities, 
fatal confequences might be apprehended. 
v^ ■• " General 
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" General Wafliington replied, that General Prefcort 
treatment had not fallen under his notice ; that the perfons 
under his particular direction he had treated with kindnefs; 
and made their Situation as eafy and comfortable as poflible J 
that he did not know where General Prefcot was, but be^ 
lieved his treatment was different from their information* 
General Wafhington then .mentioned the cafe of Colonel 
Allen, and the officers who had been confined in Bofton * 
gaol. As to the firft, Colonel Patterfon anfwered, that Ge- 
neral Howe had no knowledge of it, but by information 
fron\ General Wafhington, and that the Canada department 
was not under his direction or control ; that as to the other 
prifoners at Bofton, whenever the (late of the army at Bofton 
admitted it, they were treated with humanity and even in* 
dulgence ; that he aflerted this upon his honour, and mould 
be happy in an opportunity to prove it. 

" General Wafliington then obferved, that the conduct 
of feveral of the officers would well have warranted a different 
treatment from what they had received ; fome having refufed 
to give any parole, and others having broken it when given/ 
by efcaping, or endeavouring fo to do. Colonel Patterfon 
anfwered, that as to the firft, they mifunderftood the mat- 
ter very much, and feemed to have miftook the line of pro- 
priety exceedingly ; and as to the latter, General Howe ut- 
terly difapproved and condemned their conduct. 

" That if a remonftrance was made, fuch violations of 
good faith would be feverely punifhed ; but that he hoped 
General Wafhington was too juft to draw public inferences 
from the mifbehaviour of fome private individuals; that bad 
men were to be found in every clafs of fociety ; and fuch. 
behaviour was confidered as a difhonour to the Britilh army. 
Colonel Patterfon then proceeded to fay, that the goodnefs 
and benevolence of the King had induced him to appoint 
Lord Howe and General Howe hiscommiflioners to accom- 
modate this unhappy difpute ; that they had great powers,, 
and would derive the greateft pleafure from effecting an ac- 
commodation ; and that he (Colonel Patterfon) wifhed to 
have this vifit confidered as making the firft advances to this 
defxrable object . General Wafhington replied, he was not 
vefted with any powers on this fubje£l, by thofe from whom 
he derived his authority and power. But from what had 
appeared and tranfpired on this head, Lord Howe and Ge- 
neral Howe were only to grant pardons ; that thofe who had 
committed no fault,, wanted no pardon \ that vre *r««. wfc* 
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defending what we deemed oar indifputeble right. Colonel 
Patterfon faid, tHat would open a very wide field for argu- 
ment. He tben ex pre fled his apprel;enfions that an adhe* 
iraoce to forms was likely to obftrud bufinefe of the greateft 
moment and concern. 

" He then obferved, that a propofal had been formerly 
fnade for exchanging Governor Skene for Mr. Lovell ; that 
be had now authority to accede to that propofal. General 
Waftungton replied, that the propofition had been made by 
the disedion of Congrefs, and having been then reje&ed, he 
Wuld not now renew the bufinefe, or give any anfwer, till 
he had previoufly communicated it to them* 

u Colonel Patterfon behaved with the greateft attention 
and politenefc during the whole bufinefs, exprefleditrong ac- 
knowledgments that the ufual ceremony of blinding his eves 
had been difpenfed with. At the breaking tip of the confer* 
«ce, General Washington ftrongly invited him to partake 
of a fmall collation provided for him, which he politely de- 
dined, alleging his late breakfaft, and an impatience to re- 
turn to General Howe, though he had not executed his 
ownmiffion fo amply as he wi&ed. finding he did not 
propofe flaying, he was introduced to the general officers, 
after which he took his leave, and was fafely conduced to 
his own boat, which waited for him, about four miles diftant 
from the city. 

** Made public by the order of Congrefs, 

" John Hancock, Prefident." 

Colonel Barre demanded of the minifters, why fome ac- 
count of this matter had not been given the public through 
the channel of the London Gazette ? He faid it was that 
ftattdalou* concealment of intelligence from the public, which 
roufed his warmth ; that from the account he had juft read 
it was plain, the minifters had been bold enough to break 
through an aft of Parliament, for that in that very Houfe 
the acS had parted but laft feflion, limiting the powers of the 
commiffioners lent to America, and rendering their commtf- 
fton altogether ineffectual. That he ihould have applauded 
them for their fpirit in daring to violate the law, had the vio- 
lation produced a falutary effe&. That he had laft year 
told them what would be the confequence of their fending 
fuch commiffioners, under fuch an ad of Parliament ; that 
he had advifed them to fend a trumpet from camp to camp, 
previous to any action; tliat the Houfe, he was proud to 
fay, had approved of that advice, and tfcpt he was fure it 
a woul4 
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Would have been more efFe&nal, than a ridiculous attempt 
at a treaty, overlaid by abfurd forms and idle pun£tilio. He 
turned from this, to what he called another important fub* 
je6t, the tremendous appearance of a war in Europe, and 
told the Houfe in a moft peremptory tone, that a war of the 
tnoft ferious kind threatened this country, a war from th6 
United powers of France and Spin ; that the attack would 
fliortly be made, and made within the hearing of thofe wh* 
then fat in the Houfe. A laugh arifing from the oppofite 
benches, the Colonel obferved with fome warmth, Gentle- 
men may laugh, but I dare aver, that thofe who laugh 
now, will, in the moritent of danger, be lying, in tears, 
On their backs, like cowards. He then declared, that 
France was full two months beforehand with us in pre- 
paration ; that we were, in fa£t, defencelefs, unable to make 
any refinance, fhould {hc/oon begirt ; that the noble Lord 
ihifted his ground fo often, that there was no dependant 
on his information ; that even now he had faid, he relied oh 
the prefent aflurances of the pacific intentions of France* 
but that he did not know how foon (he might alter her in- 
tention. 

Lord North declared, that he firmly believed the court of 
Verfailles: but as he was no prophet, he would not anfwef 
for events fix months hence. He complained of having his 
words watched, and thrown perpetually m his teeth. 

Col. JSarre declared he ever would watch the minifter ; that 
it was extraordinary, indeed, if the noble Lorft high in office, 
and the oftenfible minifter, cxpe&ed his words would not 
be watched ; he protefted he would continue to watch him, 
and report his words on every fit occafion. The minifter of 
this country, he faid, ought always to have information fufc» 
ficient of what the French were about to undertake, to 
promife for fix months ; if he could not, his neck ought to 
be brought to the block. The fituation of the affairs of thife 
country, he faid, was awful, alarming, and tremendous: he 
fpoke it, he faid, with fear and trembling, but this country 
feemed to be near the cr'tfis of her fate ; he advifed the trea- 
fiiry-bench, therefore, to look about them ; and as there wa$ 
one queftion which demanded an immediate anfwer, he would 
then put it : had the King's minifters information of a par- 
ticular fpecies of armament preparing by the French in thofe 
ports of France which were immediately oppofite, and neareft 
to this kingdom? The queftion, be trufted, was clear and 
comprehensive* He put it roundly, and ta v^\\\*V\TK»fc- 
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diate explanation. If it was not anfwered, the fllence of 
the miniftry would operate in his mind as fully as any anfwer 
they could give ; if they had not the neceffary information, 
they were not fit for their pofts, and ought to hold them no 
longer. He entered into the (late of our naval power, fum- 
roing up the number of men of war in our ports, and the 
guard-(hips, which he declared had none of them their com* 
plement of men on board, although the noble Lord had faid, 
they were nearly manned. [Hers'he was aga^n interrupted, 
Lord North having faid, partly manned.] He aflerted, that 
we were by no means a match for the united force of France 
and Spain. He recommended to the miniftry, at any rate 
to make up matters with America ; he obferved we had in 
the laft war 12,000 feamen from America, who would now, 
fhould France attack us, be fighting againft us ; that all the 
ufeful part of our navy was on the coafts of America ; in 
faft, that matters were fo bad, that unavoidable ruin hover? 
ed over this devoted country. Recall, therefore, he faid, 
your fleets and armies from America, and leave the brave 
colonifts to the enjoyment of their liberty. This created a 
louder laugh than the former among the occupiers of the fe- 
veral official benches ; which irritated the Colonel fo much, 
that he reprehended the treafury-bench in terms of great 
afperity ; he arraigned them with a want of manners, and 
declared, he thought profefled courtiers had been better bred. 
He then again denounced vengeance, and after a thoufand 
repetitions of the danger of our prefent fituation, he bid the 
miniftry appoint proper officers ; the fleet, he faid, ought to 
be commanded by a brave man then in the Houfe, an ad* 
miral who had once already faved his country ; the admiral 
he meant was an honourable friend near him, Admiral Kep. 
pel ; he faid, he knew he was out of order in naming a 
member, but on fuch an occafion he thought himfelf jufti- 
fied in mentioning fo brave an officer. 

At length having held up a molt tremendous pi£ture of 
impending mifchief to his country, he repeated his queition 
to the treafury-bench, and fat down, deploring the infa- 
tuation of government, and aflerting, that a majority of 
votes in that Houfe would never conquer France and Spain, 
however they might procure the minifter a momentary tri- 
umph, and make him a welcome gueft at St, James's. 

Admiral Keppel faid, that things had an extremely difagree- 
ble appearance. He aflerted, from the moft authentic inform- 
ation, that Spain had twenty-five fhips of the line, but believed 

them 
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them to be ill-manned with marines. In refpe& to France, 
it was othefwife. Their regifters commanded Teamen, and 
their military force was known to be fufficient to furnifli any 
number of men they might want, to ferve on board their 
{hips of war. He concluded with lamenting, in cafe of a 
rupture with France or Spain, the abfence of that ufefui 
and neceflary part of our naval force, our frigates and (loops 
of war. 

Lord George Germalne. I rife to explain a few circum- 
ftances which have been demanded for information ; I {hall 
give all the fatisfa&ion in my power, not fpeaking from 
notes. Relative to the ftate of our armament, the right ho* 
nourable Gentleman is much miftaken in faying the twenty- 
three fhips are not half manned. They want, Sir, only 
1500 men of their full complement, and twelve are fully 
manned : fo that there are no reafons for thofe numerous and 
great apprehenfions, which the right honourable Gentleman 
has ftated fo largely. As to the propofitions which General 
Howe made to General Wafliington, they prove clearly, as 
the Americans themfelves ftate the matter, that General 
Howe was eager for the means of peace and conciliation ; 
but Wafliington againft them. However, General Hqwe 
will doubtlefs be able to put New York at the mercy of the 
King; after which the lejgiftature will be reftored; and an 
opportunity will thereby hp given for the well-affefled to de- 
clare themfelves, who are ready to make proper fubmiffion, 
Sir Peter Parker's expedition failed, from arriving too late j 
I am not anfwerable tor its fuccefs, for it was planned before 
1 came into the office. I had aljurances from Lord Corn* 
wallis and General Clinton of this, that, had not unavoidable 
delays happened, the force would have proved fufficient. 
The conduft of the war in Canada alfo has been reprobate^ 
for want of boats ; all poffible expedition has been ufed in 
building them, but it has taken longer time than I expefled, 
and the embarking upon the lake has neceffarily been delayed 
beyond the time intended. I am farther afked, what are 
the numbers of the armies in America ? Sir, the number of 
that under General Jiowe is 25,000, and he will be reinr 
forced by 5000 more, which are near the American coaft 
by thif time. He has befides about 2000 provincials, and 
will probably have more. The army in Canada is 1 1,000, 
and perhaps three or four hundred, which is the full com- 
plement for that department, if not a little more. There 
has been no cartpl fettled. There can be none -^ bwt \.Vsr. 
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commanders in chief have agreed upon an exchange of fome 
prifoners, man for man. Another queftion is, whether ad* 
xpiniftration knows any thing of particular preparations on 
the coaft of France i J have aiked the noble Lord by me 
[Lord North], and he knows nothing of any fuch — nothing 
farther than what is neceflary for conducing the regiflered 
feamen to Bred ; nor have I any intelligence of that fort. 
And now, Sir, having replied to thefe queries, permit me 
to make one remark on the Houfe of Bourbon's fuppofed 
defign of abiding the Americans, by going to war with us. 
I can give no credit to this idea, and my reafon is, becaufe 
it would be manifeftly againft their intereft. How well da 
you fuppofo would thofe countries like to have the fpirit pf 
independence crofs the* Atlantic ? Would they not fear that 
their own colonifts would catch fire at the unlimited rights 
of mankind f — would they not like that language better than 
digging gold ? And would there not arife great danger from 
powerful independent dates being fo near them, freed fropi 
all control from Europe ? — I cannot believe, Sir, that they 
Would be fo blind to their own interefts. 

Mr. Fox faid, that every circumftance that had fallen 
put in America, was one aggregate proof, that oppofitipn 
had been right laft feifion in every one of their prophecies, 
and in every motive they had laid down as the caufe of their 
condu£t :— that nothing could be fo farcical as calling for 
unanimity in approving meafures, becaufe thofe tneafures had 
been uniformly attended with the mifihiefs that had been pre- 
ttified: — that inftead of applauie and approbation, admini-! 
flration deferved nothing but reproach — for having brought 
the Americans into fuch a fituation, that it wasimpoifiblefor 
them to purfue any other conduct than what they had purfued. 
He went into' the independence declared by America. 
The Americans had done no more than the Engliih had done 
againft James the Second. When James went out of the 
kingdom, the Engliih declared the throne to be abdicated, 
and chofe another king. When the late fevere laws were 
pa(Ted againft the Americans, they were thrown into anar- 
chy ; they declared we had abdicated the government, and 
therefore they were at liberty to choofe a government for 
themfelves. 

He was aftonifhed at the fenfe which the noble Lord in 
the blue riband put upon his conciliatory motion. H£ 
affirmed, that the motion contained no fuch propofnion as 
that now afferted by the noble Lord, npr could, fuch a con-* 

ftru&ion 
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Qru&ion be put upon any words in the motion. He defired 
the motion might be read. It was read, as follows : 

" Refdlvedf February 27 , 1775. 

; " That when the governor, council, and affembly, or 
general court of any of his Majefty's provinces or colonies in 
America, (hall propofe to make proviflon, according to the 
condition, cireumftances, and fituation of fuch province or 
colony, for contributing their proportion to the common de- 
>fpnce (fuch proportion to be raifed under the authority of 
the general court, or general affembly, of fuch province or 
colony, and dtfpofable by Parliament), and (hall engage to 
make proviflon alfo for the fupport of the civil government^ 
and the adminiflration of juftice, in fuch province or colony, 
it will be proper, if fuch propofal (hall be approved by his 
Majefty and the two Houfes of Parliament, and for fo long 
as fuch proviflon (hall be made accordingly, to forbear, ia 
refpefl of fuch province or colony, tojevy any duty, tax* 
or afleffment, or to itnpofe any farther duty, tax, or affeff- 
ment, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient to con- 
tinue to levy or to impofe for the regulation of commerce ; 
the nett produce of the duties laft mentioned to be carried to 
the account of fuch province or colony refpeftively." 

Well, Sir, is it not clear, that no fuch propofltion was held 
oyt by the motion ? and is it not extraordinary, that every 
Ipdy fliould under ft and the motion, but the author of it ?— • 
As to the noble Lord who fpoke laft, priding himfelf on a 
legislature being re-reftabliihed in New York, it is the 
higheft abfurdity, — Who can fuppofe, that, with an army 
Qf 30,000 men there, a legiflature will not be found that 
(hall exprefs juft that fpecies of law and liberty which the 
Other noble Lord wiflies to eftablifti in America, and 
which kings may naturally he fuppofed to wijh to flow from 
popular afifernblies ? Sir, it has been very well faid, that the 
fpeech i»an hypocritical one; and in truth there is not a 
little hypocrify in fuppoflng, that a king— -(I except his prefent 
Majefty, who really loves liberty — ) but that a common king 
(hould be folicitous to eflabiifh any thing that depended on a 
popular affembly. Kings, Sir, govern by means of popular 
afiemblies, only becaufe they cannot do without them ; to 
fuppofe a king fond of that mode of governing is to fuppofe 
st chimera. — It cannot exift — it is contrary to the nature of 
things — and it is hypocrify to advance it. 

But, Sir, if this happy time of law and liberty is to be re* 
ftored to America* why, Sir, was it ever difturbedi Ix w^A 
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there till the abominable do&rine of gaining money by tax$s 
infatuated the heads of our ftatefmen. Why did you deftroy 
the fair work of fo many ages, in order to re-eftablifti that 
by the fword, which prudence, and the good government qf 
tjie country, had feemed to fix for ever r 

But, Sir, how is this blefTed fyftem of law and liberty to 
be eftablilhed ?-r-By the bayonets of difciplined Germans. 
The noble Lord who fpoke laft, feemed to pride himfelf upon 
the Americans of Long Ifland making a precipitate retreat. 
— They were out-generalled. — Difcipline triumphed over 
the entkujiafm which liberty in/f>ires.-~-Did the noble Lord 
triumph ? I pity his feelings. 

Sir, fomething has been faid on the cafe of General Clin- 
ton : I wifti that matter had been more explained ; as it 
ftands at prefent, the Gazette account is an infamous libel on 
the character of that gallant officer.— Let adminiftration 
ftand forth, and avow that reprefentation ; — they will not 
do it — they dare not do it — they Jiulk from an of en and a fair 
reprefentation. 

We have been told, that it is not for the intereft of Spain 
and France to have America independent. — Sir, I deny it ; 
•—and fay, it is contrary to every principle of common 
denfe. Is not the divifion of the enemy's power advanta- 
geous ? Is not a free country engaged in trade lefs formi- 
dable than the ambition of an old corrupted government^ 
their only formidable rival in Europe ? The noble Lord who 
moved the amendment, faid, that we were in the dilemma 
of conquering or abandoning America ; if we are reduced 
to that, I am for abandoning America. What have been 
the advantages of America to this kingdom ? Extent of trade, 
increafe of commercial advantages, and a numerous people 
growing up in the fame ideas and fentiments as ourfelves.— ■ 
Now, Sir, how would thofe advantages accrue to us, if Ame- 
rica was conquered I Not one of them. Such a pofleflion 
of America muft be fecured by a {landing army ; and that, let 
me obferve, muft be a veryconfiderable army. Confider, Sir, 
that that army muft be cut off from the intercourfe of facial 
liberty here, and accuflomed % in every inftance, to bow down 
and break the fpirits of men, to trample on the rights, and 
to live on the fpoils cruelly wrung from the fweat and labour 
of their fellow-fubjedts J — fuch an army, employed for fuch 
purpofes, and paid by fuch means, for fupporting fuch prin- 
ciples, would be a very proper inftrument to efFeft points of 
a greater, or at leaft mare favourite importance nearer home; 

joints ^ 
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points, perhaps, very unfavourable to the liberties of this 
country. 

General Conway faid, he fhould be very forry any part of 
his condu& were conftrued as difrefpedtful to his Majefty ; 
no perfon bore his Majefty higher refpeft ; but the addrefs 
was fo entirely againft his fentiments, fo often declared in 
that Houfe, he muft vote againft it. 

The Houfe divided upon the amendment ; 87 for it, and 
942 againft it, 

November i f 

The addrefs reported,- No debate, 
November 2. 

The addrefs prefented. 

The humble Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King. 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return your Majefty the humble thanks of this 
jioufe, for your moft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

While we lament the continuance of the troubles which 
have fo long diftra&ed your Majefty's colonies in North 
America, and of the calamities and oppreflions which our 
unhappy fellow- fubjedts are ftrll fufFering under the arbi- 
trary tyranny of their leaders ; we cannot forbear to exprefs 
our deteftation and abhorrence of the audacious and defpe- 
rate fpirit of ambition, which has at laft carried thofe leaders 
fo far as to make them openly renounce all allegiance to 
the crown, and all political connexion with this country, 
and in jdireft terms to prefume to fet up their rebellious con* 
federacies for independent flares. 

We confider the rejection of the gracious and condefcemU 
ing means of reconciliation, held out to them, under th<* 
authority of your Majefty's commifiion, as a frefh and con* 
vincing proof, that the objeft of thefe men has always been 
power and dominion ; but we can impute the circumftances 
of indignity and infulr accompanying this proceeding to no 
other motive than a refentment of your Majefty's firm and 
conftant adherence to the maintenance of the conftitutional 
rights of Parliament, diverted of every poffible view of any 
feparate interefts of the crown : and we beg leave to affurc 
your Majefty, that the fame attachment of your Majefty 
to the parliamentary- authority of Great Britain, which 
hath provoked the infolence of the chiefs of this rebellion, • 
cannot but operate, as it ought to do> uv^a^^^wx^^" 
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jefty ft i II deeper, if poffible, in the affe&ions of a Britifh 
Honfe of Commons, 

With reverence and gratitude to Divine Providence, 
permit us to exprefs our unfeigned joy, and to offer our 
ftncere congratulations to your Majefty, on the fuccefs which 
has attended the good conduft and valour of your Majefty's 
officers and forces, both by fea and land, and the Zealand 
bravery of the auxiliary troops in your feryice, in the re« 
covery of Canada, and in the important operations in the 
province of New York, which give the ftrongeft hopes of 
the thoft decifive good conferences, 

It is with much fatisfa&ion we learn, that your Majefty 
continues to receive aflurances of amity from, the feveral 
courts of Europe: and we thankfully acknowledge your 
Majefty's goodnefs and paternal concern for the happinefs 
of your people, in your conftant attention to preferve the 
general tranquillity ; and it is our moft earned wi(h, that, 
by your Majefty's interpofition, all mifunderftandings and 
differences between two neighbouring powers may be happily 
reconciled, and Europe (till enjoy the bleflijigs of peace. 

Your faithful Commons confider it as a duty which they 
owe to your Majefty, and to thofe they reprefent, to grant 
your Majefty fuch fupplies as the weighty considerations 
which your Majefty has been pleafed to ftate to us, (hall 
be found to require ; and we have a well-grounded confU 
dehce, that, at this time, when the obje& of the rebels is 
openly avowed, and clearly underftood, the general convic* 
fion of the juftice and neceflity of your Majefty's meafures 
fnuft unite all ranks of your faithful fubje&s in fupporting 
your Majefty with one mind and heart ia the great national 
Caufe in which you are engaged. 

The King's Anjwer. 
. Thievery loyal addrefs deferves my particular thanks. I 
receive with the higheft fatisfadion your affe&ionate ac- 
knowledgment of my conftant regard for the conftitutional 
rights of Parliament, and your zealous aiTurances of confi- 
dence and fupport in this great conteft, in which the interefts 
all my fubjeds are fo effentiallv concerned. 

November 2. 
. Addrefs prefented. Adjourned to Nov. 4* 
November 4. 

No debate. Adjourned to Nov. 6. 
November (>• 

Thin Houfe. Nothing expected. 

Mr. 
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Mr* Rx begged the Houfe would not adjourn ; an ho* 
notable friend of his was coming down to move fomething 
of the firft confequetice; and feeing none of the minifters in 
the Houfe, he defired they might be fent for; he thought 
them exceedingly blameable in being abfent ; whether bufi- 
neft was expe&ed or not, they ought conftantly to attend their 
duty in Parliament. [Meflengers were fent to Lord North 
and Lord George Germaine., In a few minutes Lord John 
Cavendifh came, as did alfo the minifters*] 

Lord Job* Cavendijb faid, that he, had teen in the public 
prints of this day, a mofk extraordinary declaration , which, 
if genuine, required the attention and confideratidn of the 
Houfe. He read it. 

By Richard Vifcount Howe of the kingdom of Ireland, and 
William Howe, Efq. General of his Majefty's Forces in 
America, the King's commiffioners for reftoring peace in 
his Majefty's colonies and plantations in North America, 
&c. 

DECLARATION. 

Although the Congrefs, whom the mifguided Americans 
foffer to dire£t their oppofltion to a re-eftabli(hment of the 
conftituttonal government of thefe provinces, have difavowed 
every purpofe of reconciliation not-confonant with their extra* 
vagant inadmiffible claim of independency; the King's com- 
miffioners think fit to declare, that they are equally defi root 
>to confer with his Majefty's well-affeded fubje&s upon the 
means of reftoring the public tranquillity, andeftablifhing a 
permanent union with every colony as a part of the Brttifh 
empire. The King being raoft gracioufly pleafed to dire& a 
revifion of fuch of his royal inftrudions as may be conftrued 
to lay an improper reftraint upon the freedom of legiftation in 
any of his colonies, and to concur in the revifal of alt his a&s 
by which his fubjeds there may think themfelves aggrieved, 
it is recommended to the inhabitants at large to reflect fcri- 
oufly upon their prefent condition, and to judge for them- 
felves, whether it be more confident with their honour and 
happinefs to offer up their lives as a facrifice to the unjuft 
and precarious caufe in which they are engaged, or to return 
to their allegiance, accept the bleflings of peace, and be fe- 
cured in a free ' enjoyment of their liberty and properties, 
upon the true principles of the conftitution. 
Given at New York, the f 9th day of September 1776.; 

How«. 

W.Howt. 
2ty command ofthtir Exccllencm^ H% Stractq % 
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On this extraordinary declaration* he faid, he had fome ob- 
fervations to make. There was no man more zealous for pre-*- 
ferving the liberty of the prefs than he was. It was always 
with grief and indignation he beheld it abufed* or employed 
to improper purpofes. It was with reluctance he {hould com- 
plain of the abufe of it in the prefent inftance, if the authen- 
ticity of the paper now alluded to were di fa vowed, which he 
muft continue to think it would ; becaufe if fuch a paper 
really exifted, it might be well expeded its rirft public appear- 
ance would be either in the Gazette, or the Journals of the 
Houfe. If the paper was a forger y, or was fpurious, it was a 
moil daring attempt to impofe on the public; before he pro* 
ceeded therefore any further, he thought proper to call on the 
noble Lord in the blue riband [Lord North] or his noble col-, 
league in office, who fat next him [Lord George Germainc], 
to tell^the Houfe whether the paper was genuine. 

Lord North faid he believed it was ; that he heard the con- 
tents read, and believed it correfpqnded pretty faithfully with 
that which appeared in the public papers* It was not properly 
in his department; he therefore referred the noble mover 
and the Houfe, to the noble Lord who fat next him, and to 
whofe office it was tranfmitted, for further information. 

Lord George Gennalne confefled the authenticity of the pa- 
per in queftion ; faid he had feen it in print the preceding 
evening, and believed it to be a faithful copy of that iifued 
at New York by Lord Howe, 

Lord John Cavcndifh then congratulated the Houfe on this 
gleam of peace and conciliation, though he could not but **- 
prefs his ajlonijhment at both the contmts of the 'declaration, and 
the extraordinary manner it became firft communicated to the 
public. He obferved, that Parliament had been ufed all along 
by adminiftration with the moft mortifying contempt ; 
commiilioners are fent out with an intention of carrying a 
certain a& of parliament into execution, armed at the fame 
time with certain parliamentary powers for reftoring peace; 
thefe extend no farther than granting pardons, and receiving 
fubmitfions; yet, wonderful to relate, the firfi account Parlia- 
ment hear, and that through the channel ot a newfpaper, is, 
that thofe commiilioners are authorized to anfwer dire&ly for 
the Sovereign, and obliquely for the two other branches of 
the legiflature, that he will concur in the revifal of all afts, by 
which his American fubje&s are aggrieved. — He faid Parlia- 
ment were rendered ciphers in the whole conduft of the bu- 
£nc& from its commencement ; when their name is wanted, 

they. 
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they are called on, by way of rcqutfitiok, to fanflion aSs which 
render them abhorred by their feliow-fubje£ts in every part of 
the empire ; when the lead appearance of lenient meafures is 
to be held out, the merit is all to be attributed to the King and 
his minifters. It is to originate from them alone. Notwith- 
ftanding all this, he felt a dawn of joy break in on his mindt 
If mi n inters were ferious, he Ihould not ftand upon mere 
punctilios \ yet he thought, to give the negotiation the greater 
weight and efficacy, that Hpufe fhould, as xhtfirft proof of 
their difpofition to peace, co-operate with adminiftration in fo 
defirabie a work. It would befides reftore minifters to confi- 
dence ; their profeflions were disbelieved in America s the mo-* 
tion therefore he was about to make, . would be the means of 
removing the almoft univerfal opinion that prevailed in Ame- 
rica, that every minifterial promife was given with Tome infi* 
dious intention of treachery , deceit, impofition, or to divide them, 
in order the more eafily to break their ftrength, and fubdue 
them. To remove fo ftrong an impediment to peace and con- 
ciliation ; to (hew we were in earnefi, and y?\(hedjincerely for 
both ; his Lordfhip moved,- " that this Houfe will refolve 
itfelf into a committee, to confider of the revifal of all a<5fcs 
of parliament by which his Majefty's fubje&s in America 
think themfelves aggrieved/'^ 

Mr. Burke feconded the motion; He begged to know from 
the noble Lord over the way [Lord North] whether the in- 
ftru&ions to the commifiioners went the length of the offer of 
revifal held out in the declaration ; for without intrenching on 
that part of the prerogative which promifes a revifton of Juch 
of the royal inftru&ions as may be corjftrued to lay an im- 
proper reftraint, &c. it was in his apprehenfion pretty evident 
that the latter part of the fentence on which the motion was 
framed, held out a promife of concurrence on the part of the 
crown, to revife all a&s by which his Majefty's fubje&s in 
America think themfelves aggrieved. This he looked upon to 
be leading Parliament, not following it; he (hould, however, 
fufpend any decifive opinion on the paflage, till the noble 
Lord had explained it. The text was before us ;. he wifhed 
that the noble Lord would rife and give us the comment ; for 
certainly, either the idea held out in the declaration, meant 
that Great Britain intended to revife and concede, or deft red 
the people of 'America to lay down their arms, and fubmil 
to ftate their grievances, and we will remedy them if we 
think proper. 

. * . . 1 . . . ..■■-« Loci 



$t PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 

Lord North faidhe ihould not enter ittto a Critical, literal* 
or philological interpretation of the paflage in thedeclaration* 
which gave rife to the prefent motion. He would, however, 
ftifure the honourable Gentleman, that adminiftration never 
meant to relax in purfuing the claims of this country, fo long 
as its legifl alive authority was difputed* He referred the ho* 
nourable member to the commiilion under which the com- 
miffioners adec), to their firft proclamation, anddefiredhimto 
compare them with the prefent, and fee if they did not all 
ftibftantially correfpond ; whether they did not all tend to the 
fame point, to the reftoration of peace to America* This de- 
claration invited the people of America to that reftoration ; 
and as a motive of encouragement, as well as with a view of 
eftabli filing a lading union, to be rendered permanent, and 
cemented by mutual advantage, a fevifal of all a&s by which 
his M ajefty's fubje&s in that country think themfelves ag» 
grieved, was held out. His Majefty has promifed to Concur 
in thofe ads, or royal inftru&ions, that depend immediately on 
Jiimfclf; he is more explicit; he has engaged that they (hall 
be revifed, and tells his colonies (hat he has already direded 
his commilfioners to thateffefl. As to the motion made by 
the noble Lord, he mtaft be obliged to diflent from it for feve* 
ral reafons. Before, however, he proceeded to ftate thofe 
reafons, he would take the liberty to let his Lofdfliip right, as 
he fuppofed the error he meant to allude to, led him to make 
the motion, and fupport it throughout, in his opinion, on very 
wrong groundsi The noble Lord's miftake was this ; that 
the promife contained in the declaration was the firft of the 
kind ; nothing could be more erroneous. It was the great 
principle that pervaded the condu ft of adminiftration from 
the beginning. It was the language of Parliament at the very 
outfet. In the addrefs of both Houfes, early in the month 
of February 1775* the condu& fince fo faithfully purfucd* 
was ftrongly prefled, and warmly recommended. One great 
objeft, nay the leading one, was to hear grievances, to tranf* 
mit an account of them home \ and to engage, on the part of 
the legiflature, that redrefs would be granted, wherever a juft 
caufe for redrefs exifted. That this was the firft opportunity 
the com miffioners had to difcharge that part of their duty, with 
any profpe& of foccefs ; and why any communication of a 
plan already fandioned by Parliament, or, more properly 
fpeaking, originating from it, ihould be infilled on till fome 
of the fruits of the meafure, thus recommended, became ne+ 
ccilary, was more, heconfefled, than he could poffibly per- 

ceive* 
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ceive. — His reafons for giving a negative to the motion, on. 
this ftate of the whole queftion, would, he prefumed, be 
obvious to every member prefent. America have declared 
ihemfelves independent : why enter into deliberation about 
what you are willing to concede, till we know firft that they 
acknowledge our authority ; and after they have returned to 
us as fubje&s, till we know what would reafonably content 
them i How i§ it poflible to treat, while they avow their fo* 
Vereignty and independency ? much lefs, to form legi dative 
regulations for thofe who, both as fubjeds and independent 
ftates, have all along difputed our power and right of legifla- 
tion ? Let them acknowledge the right once ; let them fairly 
point out the conftitutional abufe of it, and the grievances 
flowing from that abufe, and I (hall be ready to go into the 
propofed committee ; or to adopt the moil efficacious and 
fpeedy meafures, not only to remedy real grievances, but 
even to bend to their prejudices in fome in fiances. In fuch a 
cafe, they would be heard with complaifance, and treated with 
candour ; but for petitions to be repeatedly prefented to this 
Houfe, denying exprefsly the legiflative authority of Great 
Britain, is to the lad degree nugatory and abfurd, and 
mult continue to be ever reje&ed or unanfwered ; for though 
the purport of the generality of thofe petitions, fubftantialiy f 
at leaft by implication, recognife the authority of Parliament, 
their contents, taken in another light, cornpofed partly of flat 
denials of the fuperiority of this country, of affumed fa£ts> 
and a fpecies of argumentative reafoning, controverting the 
very power which they are at the inftant appealing to, will- 
render fuch appeals ridiculous and inadmiflible, till they ac- 
company thern with a clear, explicit, unequivocal acknowl- 
edgment of the right. — His Lord (hip added befides, that the 
prefent motion, if agreed to, in (lead of producing any good 
confequence, might produce the very worft. The affair was 
at prefent in the hands of his Majefty's minifters, by the ex- 
prefs advice of Parliament ; the motion might retard it, not 
that he entertained any great hopes of its fuccefs. Still Par- 
liament had adviled it ; his Majefiy was willing toco-operate 
in effe&ing the fame purpofe, upon every parliamentary, ra- 
tional, and confident rale of condwSh On the whole, there- 
fore, he could not poflibly difcover what fervice the agreeing 
with the motion could anfwer, but he faw many inconve-- 
nienccs and much poflible mifchicf it might be produ&ive 

Vol. V. E .. . .!-. -V." "Mr. 
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Mr. Fox obferved, howfocver abfurd and inconjijlent admi* 
niftration had (hewed themfelves in other refpe&s, in their 
meafures relative to America, and their profefled contempt for 
Parliament, they had been perfectly uniform and confident* 
They had all along manifefted the mod contemptuous treat- 
ment of that Houfe. He was always with the majority of 
the Houfe in one point, though not upon other occasions, in 
fupporting its dignity, privileges, and confequence with the 
people, which, in every meafure relative to America in par* 
ttcular, had been mod fkamefully violated ; every informa- 
tion was denied, or purpofely held back. The operations 
of war, it is true, were communicated with all poffible orien- 
tation and parade; but the only proper obje&sof parliamen- 
tary attention were totally neglefted, and left to be collected 
from chance, vague reports, or a newfpaper, while the ne- 
gotiations for peace, in which Parliament and the nation 
we're much more deeply interfiled, as the welfare of this 
country more immediately depended upon them, were kept 
in a ftate of concealment, as if minifters were ajbamedxo own 9 
as well they might, that after all the blood and treafure which 
had been fpent in the unhappy contefl, they are obliged in the 
end to offer thofe very conditions which they had fome years 
fince rejected, with every mark of difpleafure and difap- 
probation. The account from New York, he obferved* 
was received late on Saturday night ; an extraordinary Ga- 
zette, announcing the retreat of the provincials from that 
city, was publiflied early on Monday morning ; another 
Gazette followed it the fucceeding evening ; and yet a 
fyllable of the declaration never tranfpired. He firft heard 
it at the Opera the preceding evening, and read it that 
morning in a newfpaper; dill doubting its being genuine, 
till he heard it authenticated by the two noble Lords on the 
oppoGte bench. He begge3^to be underftood, that he did 
not make a charge of intentional concealment ; but he con- 
tended, that minifters were no lefs culpable than if they con- 
cealed it from defign ; particularly, when the omiflion included 
in it the mod manifeft and mortifying inattention to Par* 
liament, whofe fentiments the penner of theaboVe declaration 
bad virtually, and, he would add, audacioufly, engaged for, 
Acre being but little or no eflential difference, according to 
theprefent well-known pliable difpofition of that Houfe, be- 
tween a royal pro mife to concur in the revifal of certain ads 
of the Brhiih legiflature, and an acluaf folemn engagement 
of the whole legiflature for its due and faithful performance. 

In 
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In America, he faid, all was peace, conciliation, and pa- 
ternal tendernefs ; in England, nothing but fubjugation, un- 
conditional fubmlffion, and a war of conqueft. With that 
view ad mi nift ration procured a pamphlet to be written and 
fent to America, where thoufands of them were diftributed 
gratis; while in England the title was not fo much as known, 
till after the publication on the other fide the Atlantic. 
Publications of a Very different tendency are encouraged 
here* America is to be fubdued ; taxes are to be obtained ; 
charters are to be modified or annihilated at pleafure. Thefe 
do&nnes fecufe a party, and the bullc of the people on this 
fide of the water; while the mod moderate meafiiresand faf- 

, cinating promife* are held out qn the other, in orcler infidi- 
oufly to trepan and deceive. . He returned to what he called the 
fhameful inattention and negleft which minifters had fhewniri 
their condu& towards Parliament ; and as government had 
taken fo much pains to conceal the proclamation alluded to, 
he had ftrong reafons to fufpeft, that other matters of a fimi- 
lar nature were fupprefled, and never permitted to fee the 
light ; if there have been any fucb, why have not Parliament 
been made acquainted with them ? Is it not reafonable, that 
this Houfe (hould know them ? He then addrefled and afked 
the treafury-bench if every- fupply they demanded had 
not been granted ? Why then, in this, as well as every other • 

, inftance, keep back fnformation, or, which was the fame 
thing, negleft to give it to Parliament, which had a£ted fo 
openly, and put fuch confidence in minifters ? What was 
the return ? either a downright, defigned impofition, or the 
mod grofs nonfenfe. What do (he cornmiffibners promife in 
the' King's name ? That being moll gracioufly pleafed to con- 
cur in the revifai of all a&s, &c. Does his Majefty, at any* 
tin^c, or upon any occafioh, concur in the revifai of any 
ads of any kind ? He may concur in the repeal of an aft, 
or in any amendment made in an a<3 which comes in the 
(nape of a bill, waiting for the royal aflent; but for pro- 
mising to concur in the revifai of a law which implies exa- 
mination and amendment, in ftages that he can poflibly take 
no part — it is rank ignorance or grofs deceit. Betides, though 
minifters were ferious, the promife could not be fulfilled, 
without fuppofing, that the opinion of Parliament was juft 
what minifters j leafed to di&ate ; for what fignifies what his 
Majefty *s good difpofitions may be, fince Parliament, it Is 
well known, thinks differently i If, therefore, revifion oT\ 

'revifai, he faid, meant any thing, it meant a repeal, which. 
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it was impoflible to expeS from the prefent Parliament, as 
they had fo frequently refufed any motion, overture, or pro- 
pofition, tending even that way. He finifhed with obferv- 
ing, that iKe commiffioners, efpecially Lord Howe, were 
known to . be friends .to conciliation ; and for that reafon, 
were hot ferit out till folate in the feafon, that government 
knew the Americans muft have declared for independency, 
hefore they arrived. He declared it as his firm opinion, 
that there could be no peace in America, without a complete 
relinquifliing oh our part of the claim of taxation ; that the 
Congrels might well call the propofitions of the court of 
Great Britain infidious, if the Houfe of Commons refufed 
tp fupbort the declaration of the commiffioners : that the 
expreffions in the declaration were complained of as not be- 
ing clear ; but that whenever an expreflion was reprefented 
as not clear, the a£t accompanying it muft be taken as its 
commentary. If, then, the declaration in queftion is not 
clear, how muft America underftand it, when by the vote of 
this Houfe, this day, ftiould the noble Lord's motion be 
negatived, they ftiall plainly perceive, that the Commons of 
Great Britain had peremptorily refufed to concur in rendering 
his Majefty's gracious difpofitlons effe&ive r 

Mr* tVedderburne. The reafons which have been given, 
Mr* Speaker, for agreeing to the prefent motion, are, I muft 
confefs, fuch as by no means convince me. 1 have not a 
doubt but the noble Lord who made it, wiflies for nothing 
fo much, as to accelerate the means of peace ; — and my rea.- 
fon for oppofing it is, that I think it would effe&ually mar 
the whole defign. It is at prefent in the hands of the com- 
miffioners, regularly in the common and natural courfe of 
bufinefs ; but to comply with this motion would J)e at once 
to take it out of their hands, and to raife jealoufies in the 
Americans, at the defigns or powers of thofe commiffioners. 
Such a condufit here, might be produdive of the word con- 
sequences. — It might, in the firft inftance, be deemed air 
. aft of fubm'ijpon on our pait, not of favour or condefcenfionr 
.to thofe who look upon themfelves as a fovereign ftate, and 
aflually deny our authority. It would difcredit the com- 
miffioners, and throw difficulties in the way of the negotia- 
tion, now probably begun; becaufe, by giving them the 
.prefent propofed fan&ion, it would point out that they were 
-4iot before armed with parliamentary powers, adequate to the 
profeited obje&s of their commillion. On the other hand, 
Ji may be produ&ive of evil, as k compels us to give, the 
**** pro- 
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propofition a negative, which is far from being the difpo* 
iition of the Houfe, when America {hall acknowledge the 
fupreme legiflajive right of this country, and by fuch acr 
knowledgment lay a juft conftjtutional claim to our favour 
and protection. Le; it be confidered what is the prefent fitu* 
ation of the colonies. They are in a ftate of declared inde- 
pendency . — Would you admit that independency, or treat 
with them as independent ftates ? — -Or could you, confiftently 
with common fenfe and prudence, revife a#s by yray of 
obliging .thofe, whofe principal object at prefent is not fuch 
revifion, but to render themfelves free from all connexion 
with you as their fuperiors ? it has been obferved, that the 
King has anfwercd too much for the legiflature of this kingr 
dom in the expreilions of the proclamation in queftion.-— It 
appears to me very different, Sir. — His Majefty there fpeakjs 
only as the head and mouth of the nation and the legiflature> 
by a flu ring them that the legiflatjve .power is ready and 
willing to hear their grievances, and revife any of their a£t? 
which may prove grievances. To think the words of the 
proclamation mean any. thing elfe, is to torture them ftrange- 
ly. Relative to thefe grievances, what are they which we 
can enfer into a revifion of r The principal that have been 
mentioned to-day, are, taxation and tyeir charters : — Antf 
would you enter upon the queftion of taxation by way ot 
a means of reconciliation ? — Impoftible! — There is at prefent 
but one point which muftbe fettled as a preliminary ; it is 
that of independency ; if they adhere, as I have no doubt 
they will, to that, there can be no difcuflion of qther points ; 
it is in vain to think. of it. And as to their charters, th^y 
are not at all the queftion at prefent ; for reftore their charter 
of King William, will they be fatisfied ? No. They are as 
unwilling to fubmit to the terms of thofe charters, as to the 
Bofton a&s— rthey openly declare this. Hence, therefore, 
1 may fairly and reasonably aflert, th« 1 till the fpirit of 
independency is fubducd, it is idle to come to any re^ 
folutions or revifions, as means of conciliation. Take the 
fwor&out of the- hand of the governing part of America, and 
I have not a doubt but a very confiderable part of that coun- 
try will return to its obedience with as much rapidity as it 
reyblted. Is it poifible, that gentlemen can give their atten- 
tion fo much to one fide of the queftion, and read one fide 
pnly, fo as to imagine the Americans are fo free under theiy 
prefent government, as to have any reafon to wiih for aeon- 
ijrmance.ftf \t ? fhe very contrary is the f%& vxta^flfe'V^ 
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docs not govern America ; it tyrannizes over it ; the power 
and punifbtaent of imprifonment, as pra£tifed there, are ty- 
rannical to the higheft degree, and utterly inconfi (lent with 
every idea of freedom. The liberty of the prefs is annihi- 
lated ; a printer that dared to print any thing contrary to 
their fyftem and intdrefts, would be inftantly ruined — nor 
is even the freedom of private letters, or private conver- 
fation, permitted ; deftruftion hangs over the man who ven- 
tures to write, or exprefs a fentiment in oppofition to their 
opinions. This horrid tyranny is what we may rationally 
hope to be fo far diffblved, from the difference of the troops 
on both fides, as to enable the opprefled tyrannized Ameri- 
cans fafely to avow their real opinions, and to return with- 
out danger to their duty. — As to a point which the honour- 
able Gentleman much infifts on, — the defign in adminiftra- 
tion of keeping the proclamation fecret, — it appears ftrange 
to me that any perfon (hould think of fuch a thing, unlefs 
from the mode of reafoning which he is fo ready to adopt, 
that, having fo much folly in it, it is the more likely to be the 
work of this miniftry. — Folly indeed to make that a fecret, 
which was ported upon the walls of New York ; and this I 
think is reafon enough why it was not inferted in the Ga- 
zette — there was no call for it. I (hould aflc the Houfe 
pardon, for having troubled them fo long upon matters which 
appear tome of little confequence j but before I fit down, I 
(hould remark, that it appears a very fudden and unexpected 
way of bringing in a debate, after it was fo generally under- 
ftood that no bufinefs of any confequence was to come on in 
the Houfe before the recefs ; — but as I was not at the Opera, 
laft night, where this manoeuvre was planned, I muft beex- 
cufed if I have not treated it in all its parts in the manner 
fome might expedl. 

Mr. Burke. Rejoiced I am, that the learned Gentleman 
has regained, if not his talent, at lead his voice ; that as he 
would not, or could not reply the other night, to my honour- 
able friend, charmed as he muft have been with the powerful 
reafoning of that eloquent fpeech, he had the grace to be filent. 
On that memorable occafion he lay proftrate on the oblivious 
fool 9 confounded and q/iounded: though called upon by the 
whole fatanic hoft, he lay proftrate, dumb-founded, and una- 
ble to utter a fingle fy liable, and fuffered the goads of the two 
noble Lords to prick him till he fcarcely betrayed a fingle fign 
of animal or mental fenfibility. Why, Sir, would he not be 
filent now, — inftead of attempting to anfvver, what in truth 

"was. 
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wasunanfwerable? But the learned Gentleman has now called 
to his afTiftance the bayonets of 12,000 Heflians ; and as he 
thinks it abfurd to reafon at prefent with the Americans, he 
tells us, that by the healing, foothing, merciful meafures of 
Yoreign fwords, at the breafts of thofe unhappy people, their 
underftandings would be enlightened, and they would be ena- 
bled to comprehend the fubtilties of his logic. It was well 
faid, on another occafion, that your fpeech demands an army! 
— and I may fay, that the learned Gentleman demands blood ; 
reafoning, he fays, is vain ; — the/word muft convince America, 
and clear up their clouded apprehenfions. The learned Gen- 
tleman's abilities fu rely defert him, if he is obliged to call fuch 
a coarfe argument as an army to his afliftance ; — not that I 
mean any thing reflecting on his parts — I always efteem, 
and fometimes dread, his talents. But has he told you why 
commiffioners were not fent fooner to America ? Has he ex- 
plained that eflential point ? Not a jot. Why, after the zSt 
paffed for them, why were they delayed full feven months, 
and not permitted to fail till May ; and why was the com- 
miifion appointing them delayed till the 6th of that month? 
— Anfwer this. The blood and devaftation that followed, 
was owing to this delay ; upon your confeience it ought to 
lay a heavy load. If the meafure was right, and neceflary' 
in order for conciliation, as the King declared in his fpeech at 
the opening of that feflion, why was it not executed at a 
time in which it could be efFe&ual ; inftead of being purpofely 
deferred to one when it could not poffibly anfwer any end but 
that of adding hypocrify to treachery, and infult and mockery 
to cruelty and op predion ? By this delay you drove them intb 
the declaration of independency ; not as a matter of choice, but 
neceffity ;-*-and now they have declared it, you bring it as an 
argument to prove, that there can be no other reafoning ufe4 
with them, but the fword: what is this but declaring, that 
you were originally determined not \o prevent, but to puni/h 
rebellion j not to ufe conciliation, but an army ; not to con- 
vince, but to dejiroy ? — Such were the effefts of thofe feven 
months cruelly loft, to which every mifchief that has hap* 
pened fince, muft be attributed. 

But ftill the learned Gentleman per fifts, that nothing but the 
commiftioners can give peace td America ; — it Is beyond the 
power of this Houfe. What was the refult of the conference 
with the delegates from the Congrefs ? Why, we are told, 
that they met in order to be convinced that taxation is no 
grievance—no tyranny ufed.tobe tte^ta*fe\\^vB^>*^H^ 
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of fafhion now. Then, Sir, what an infult to all America, 
was it to fend as commiffioners, none but the commanders pf 
the fleet and army to negotiate peace ! — Did it not (hew how- 
much you were determined, that the only arguments you 
meant to ufe, were your broad- fwords and broad-fides? Let 
.me aifert, Sir, that the do&rines to belaid down in America, 
would not have been too trivial an occafion, even »for the rea- 
foning abilities of the learned Gentleman himfelf. — But, Sir, 
you may think to carry thefe do&rines into execution, and be 
mi Oaken too ; — the battle is not yet fought ; but if it was 
fought, and the wreath of yi&ory adorned your brow, ft ill is 
not that continent conquered ; witnefs the behaviour of one 
jniferable woman, who with her Tingle arm did that which 
an army of a hundred thoufand men could not do — arretted 
your progrefs, in the moment of your fuccefs. This mifera- 
ble being was found in a cellar, with her vifage befmeared and 
fmutted over, with every mark of rage, defpair, refolution, 
and the mod exalted her oifm> buried in combuftibles, in order to 
fire New York, and perifh in its ajbes ; — (he was brought 
forth, and knowing that (he would be condemned to die, up- 
on being a(ked her purpofe, faid, To fire the city ! and was def- 
ter mined to omit no opportunity of doing what her country 
called for. Her train was laid and fired ; and it is worthy of 
your attention, how Providence was pleafed to make ufe of 
thofe humble means to fervethe American caufe, when open 
force was ufed in vain. — In order to bring things to this un- 
happy fit u at ion, did not you pave the way, by a fucceilion of 
afls of tyranny ? — For this, you lhut up their ports ; — cut off 
their fifcery ; — annihilated their charters ; — and governed 
them by an army. Sir, the recolle&ion of thefe things, being 
,the evident caufes of what we have feen, is more than what 
ought to be endured. This it is, that has burnt the noble city 
of New York ; that has planted the bayonet in the bofoms of 
my principals ; — in the bofom of the city, where alone your 
wretched government once boafted the only friends (he could 
number in America. — If this was not the only fucceflion of 
events you determined, and therefore looked for, why was 
America left without any power in it, to give fecurity to the 
perfons and property of thofe who were and wifhed to be loyfcl? 
n — this was effential to government ; you did not, and might 
therefore be well faid to have abdicated the government. 

I have been reading a work given us by a country that is 

perpetually employed in productions of merit — I believe it 

is not publifhed yet — the Hiftory of Philip the Second ; and 

5 Ixtatt: 
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I there find, that that tyrannical monarch never dreamt of the 
tyranny exerted by this adminiftration. — Gods! Sir, (hall » 
we be told, that you cannot analyze grievances ? — that you 
can have no communication with rebels, becaufe they 'have 
declared for independency? — Shall you be told this, when, 
the tyrant Philip did it after the fame circumftance in the Ne- 
therlands ? — By edi£t he allowed their (hips to enter their 
ports, and fuffered them to depart in peace ; — he treated with 
them; — made them proportions; — and pofitively declared 
that he would redrefs all their grievances. — And James IL 
-when he was failing from France, at the head of a formidable 
force, affifted like you by foreign troops, and having a great 
party in the kingdom, dill offered fpecific terms ; — while his 
exceptions of pardon were few, among the, reft my honoura- 
ble friend's anceftor, Sir Stephen JFox : — But you will offer 
none ; — you fimply tell them to lay doWn their arms, and 
then you will do juft as you pleafe. Could the mod cruel 
conqueror fay lefs ? Had you conquered the Devil himfelf in 
hell, could you be lefs liberal ? No ! Sir, you would offer 
no terms ; — you meant to drive them to the declaration of 
independency : — and even after it was iflued, ought by your 
offers to have reverfed the effe£L You would not receive the 
remonftrance which I brought you from New York, becaufe 
it denied your rights to certain powers ; — yet the late King 
*of France received the remonftrances from his parliaments^ 
that exprefsly denied his right to the powers .he was in the * 
cpnftant exercife of — anfwered them, and even redrefled fome 
of the grievances which thofe very remonftrances complained 
of, though he refufed to grant what he thought more pecu- 
liarly intrenched upon his own authority. 

In this Otuation, Sir, (hocking to fay, are we called upon by 
another proclamation to go to the altar of the Almighty, with 
war and vengeance in our hearts, inftead of the peace of 
our bleffed Saviour ;^ — he faid, " My peace I give you;" 
— but we are, on this faft, to have war only in our hearts 
and mouths ; war againft our brethren. — Till our churches 
are purified from this abominable fervice, I (hall confide* 
them, not as the temples of the Almighty, but as the fyna- 
gogues of Satan. An a& not more infamous^ refpe&ing its 
political purpofes, than btafphemaus and profane as a pretended 
ad of national devotion, when the people are called upon, in 
the mod folemn and awful manner, to repair to church, to ' 
partake of a facrament, and at the foot of the altar to com- 
mit facrilege, to perjure themfdvts ^\&Yv:Vj Vj <taw&«£ 
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the walls of New York, and many fent all over America. 
That as it was only part of a treaty, he thought it improper 
to pubiifli it, and he conceived it was altogether unufual, ap 
Jic remembered the converfations between Lord Chatham 
(when Mr. Pitt) and Monfieur de BufTy, previous to the 
finifhing the treaty of peace wiih France, were never pub- 
lifted. With regard to the great American queftion, he faid, 
it was endlcfs to argue upon it. Every gentleman prefent, 
he doubted not, had formed his opinion, and that 'lie Houfe 
might debate to eternity without altering the different ideas 
of different men. That he, from his opinion, called the 
Americans rebels, and approved of the meafures purfued 
againft them by government ; that he was averfe to the pre- 
fent motion, as it would deprive General and Lord Howe of 
the honour of making peace with America, an honour which 
he flattered himfelf the gentlemen on the oppofite fide of the 
Houfe wilhed them to have. As to the proclamatipn for a 
fad, he had before this day only heard it read once in coun- 
cil, and therefore from what the honourable Gentleman had 
faid, he had been induced to imagine, that the ArchbiuSop 
who drew it up might have made fome mi {lake ; but that he 
had now read it, and thought it a very good and a very pro- 
per proclamation. His Lordfliip then read it at the table, 
and having finiihed, declared the words, " fpecio.us falfe - 
hoods," were properly introduced; he bid gentlemen re- 
collect the American declaration for independency, and tfien 
aflc, if the rebels had not publifhed " fpecious falfehpods V* 
He bid them read their feveral other publications, and he 
doubted not they would all agree with him, that the affer- 
tion was mod true ; but he obferved, he could eafily account 
for his not feeing the matter in the fame light as the honour- 
able Gentleman oppofite hirn ; he was neither fo accompliflied 
an orator, nor fo excellent a divine ! 

Mr. Dunning opened with pbferving, that he was not at 
the Opera (alluding to Mr. Solicitor General) on Tuef- 
day evening, and as he did not imagine any newfpaper 
contained any matter likely to entertain him, he had not 
read one that day; that he came down to Weftminftqr-r 
hall in the way of his profefiion, and had come from 
thence into that Houfe, without any previous knowledge 
of the debate ; but as the proclamation, read from the 
newfpaper produced by the noble Lord his friend, :had 
been declared to be authentic by the noble Lord in the blue 
riband, aud the other noble Lord who fat next him (Lord* 
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North and Germaine), it was evident that riewfpapef inform- 
ation was 1 to be trufted as much as that given irt aiiy other 
ftfanher. He declared his amazement, that the niotioti 
which had been made fhould be deemed fudden and ill-timed ; 
he faid, he knew of no time more proper for appointing a 
committee for the revifion of fuch ads' as were deemed grie- 
vances by the Americans than the" prefeht. That' the quef- 
tion was not now, what (hould be altered, and what fhould 
remain in force ; that thbfe were confiderarions to be agi- 
tated when they came into a committee ; that it was high 
time the legiflature of Great Britain gave America reafon to 
fuppofe they would not always turn a deaf ear to her com* 
plaints ; that it appeared by the proclamation of Lord Howe 
that he had promifed in the King's name, that fuch a£ts as 
they thought grievances fhould be revifed ; that the promife 
went to an aflertiori, that Parliament, as a branch of the 
legiflature, would enable the King to keep his word ; that 
therefore it was high time Parliament convinced America ' 
how ready they were to fecond the King's endeavours to re- 
ftore peace, by beginning the good work with a revifal erf 
the a&s which oppreflfed America, and a removal of thofe 
obftacles to a reconciliation. He faid, the remarks of a 
learned G'dittJeman (who, had taken t/ie other fide of the 
queftion) relative to the futility of the Houfe's taking into 
their, confideration what they thought the grievances of 
America, becaufe it might afterwards appear they were not 
confidered by the Americans as grievances, was notorioufly 
ill-founded. That the Gentleman did himfelf and the 
Houfe much wrong, if, becaufe Parliament had colleo 
tivefy been blind to the feveral petitions and publications of 
America, he fuppofed that the members as individuals had 
been equally blind, and neglected to peep into the petitions 
which had been prefented. That all the members had made 
themfelves mafters of the fubjeft, and that the Houfe knew 
the grievances America hid to complain of, was well aware 
what (he felt as grievances, and might with great certainty 
proceed to redrefs them. He faid, the learned Gentleman 
had given fome new ideas of liberty; he had declared, that 
America muft be fubdued, America muft be conquered in 
Order to her deliverance. This fort of deliverance was to' 
him a new confequence of conqueft j from all that he had 
read or heard, he never knew that a conquered people 
Were a free people,' and he believed the Houfe would join 
with him in fuppofing,* that from time immemorial the verv 
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reverie of freedom had been the fate of the conquered. Ai 
to the obfervation, that Lord Howe's firft proclamation way 
neceflary to inform the public that Lord Howe was arrived 
in America, he faid, it might alfo have been proper to hav* 
published the prefent proclamation to (hew that he was ft ill 
there. The noble Lord [Lord George Germaine}, he faid* 
had accommodated himfelf to all parties, in his reafons for 
not pub) idling the declaration in the Gazette. To thofe 
who thought it ought to have been made public, he had de-** 
dared, any man might read it in the newfpapers; and to 
thofe who wiihed and thought it ought to be kept private, 
he had faid, none could read it but thofe who chofe to take 
a voyage to New York, where they wpuld find it pafted on. 
the - walls of the half-burnt houfes ; and that he had not 
printed it in the Gazette, becaufe Lord Chatham's private 
negotiations with Monfieur de Bufly were not printed there. 
He (hould give his vote for the motion, although, he faid, 
he Jcnew it would not be carried ; and ended with declaring, 
in reply to Lord George Germaine's obfervation about the 
Faft proclamation, that he thought a church an improper 
place to promulgate a court creed in, and that fo to a& was; 
to profane the place of worfhip. 

The Houfe divided. For the motion 47, againft it 109* . 
Adjourned to Nov. &. 

November 8. 

The Houfe in committee. Mr. Buller moved; iv That 
45,000 feamen, including 10,129 marines, be employed for 

«777-" 

Sir George Tonge faid, he ftioufd not oppofe the motion, 

though he mud condemn the fervice for which the greateft 
part of the feamen were deftmed. But while he approved 
of putting this country in a proper ftate of defence, he muft 
reprobate that ruinous fyftem upon which the prefent civil 
war was founded. He adverted to the declaration made by 
Lord and General Howe, and pofitively affirmed the mi- 
nifters were by that declaration pledged to a reverfal of 
their fyftem with America. 

The honourable Mr. Luttrel I faid, that the naval ftrength 
of this nation, for the prote&ion of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, was by no means equal to the account publicly given 
by fomeof the mod refponfible characters in office. So far 
from 23 (hips of the line fit for fea, as was aflerted at the 
opening of Parliament by the firft naval authority in Great 

Britain, 



A. 1776* DEBATES. 67, 

Britain, and pofttively infilled on by a noble Lord over the 
way (Lord George Germaine), in* contradiction to real, 
though melancholy fads dated by another right honourable 
member (Colonel Barre) ; we had not, on the firft day of 
the prefent feilion, a fufficient number of men to complete 
the complements of 1 3 fail of the 23 guardfhips then in com- 
miflion, fo as to render them in a condition to encounter an 
enemy ; and yet the higheft war eftablifhment of this coun- 
try is lower as to numbers than that of any other naval power 
in the univerfe. He conceived it to be the immediate duty 
of Parliament to take meafures for putting thefe kingdoms 
in a proper (late of naval defence, and not fuffer the mod 
ufeful of the (hips, and the flower of our feamen, to be 
lent 3000 miles off, on a fruitlefs, romantic attempt, to 
reduce the vaft continent of America to unconditional fub- 
miffion ; utterly loft to thefe dominions (to borrow the 
words of a very emphatic orator [Mr. SolicitorGeneral] of the 
long robe) " by the folly of a few, the madnefs of fome, and 
the evil defigns of many, who have gone headlong into thefe 
defperate enterprifes." Let us be the more careful off what yet 
remains of empire and of liberty, nor leave thefe iflands in a 
defencelefs ftate, while our confederate enemies of France 
and Spain 'actually command all the European feas with a 
fleet of 50 men of war. We (hould be told, perhaps, that 
it is highly improper thus publicly to expofe the weaknefs of 
our navy to thefe inimical powers, of whom fuch ftrong ap* 
prehenfions are now expreffed. If there was a ray of hope 
confident with common fenfe, that fuch fpecious falfehoods 
of government could impofe upon the clear-ilghted ftatefmcn 
on the other fide of the channel, or upon their minifters or 
emiflaries on this fide, we might allow that we had in the 
noblfe Earl the bed commiffioner of the admiralty that ever 
preflded at that board ; I mean fo long as the fafety of the 
nation depends upon concealing or difguifing the truth ; for 
I verily believe him to be the only man of his rank and edu- 
cation in thefe realms, I am fure he is the only profefled 
rnoralift, who, after reiterated dete&ion in the grofleft 
impofitions, and deep-laid fictions, can rally again, and re- 
turn to the charge with fo fan&imonious a compofure, fo 
dauntlefs an effrontery, that the rarity and perfection of the 
vice almoft conftitutes it a virtue. 

Mr. Attorney General called Mr. Luttrell to order, appeal- 
ing to the committee, whether fuch language, and fo perfo- 
rul an attack, ought to be fuffered I 
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Hon. Mr. Luttrell faid, he would perfeverc in his privilege 
as a reprefentative of the people, to fet forth, in asftrong co- 
lours as he pleafed, the official faults or iniquities of any of 
the public minifters of this country, where he was ready to 
fupport his allegations by circumftantial proofs. 

The Attorney General infifted, that as there was no accufa- 
tion formally before the Houfe, Mr. Luttrell could not r 
confiftently with the rules of the Houfe, proceed any fur- 
ther. 

Hon.. Mr. Luttrell replied, that he would, at all hazards* 
proceed in acquitting himfelf of his duty. — He knew (with 
great deference to that learned and refpedable Gentleman) 
he was within the law of Parliament, and the rights of every 
individual member of it ; and tHat the plea of wanting a 
formal accufation was a chicane which fliould avail nothing \ 
for if the miniftry would fufFer him to carry a motion for 
the returns and (late of the navy on which to ground his 
charges, he allured the Houfe he would do no lefs inconfe- 
quence of thofe abufes and mal- practices which muft on in- 
quiry come out, than follow fuch a motion by an addrefs to 
his Majefty, " that he would be gracioufly pleafed, for the 
welfare of his people, to remove the Earl of Sandwich, not 
only from the office he now holds, but frdtfisthe royal coun- 
cils and prefence for ever." He then proceeded, and ob* 
ferved, that to give the firft commiflioner of the naval de- 
partment the palm of fpecious falfehoods, while he had fo 
many competitors in the minifterial fraternity, was indeed no. 
trifling compliment. He acknowledged he was run hard by 
thofe men who give out to the world, that they have offered 
conditions of peace, and a real redrefs of grievances to the 
people of America, which offers have been rejeSed by 
thofe men on the treafury bench, who advance, that the 
Gongrefs have disavowed every purpofe of conciliation (hort 
of independence. — What conditions of peace, founded on a 
redrefs of real grievances, have been offered to the Congrefs, 
on any delegates in whom the Americans put a truft ? Shall 
tyeagaki be infulted and naufeated with your ambiguous^ 
hypocritical, and infidious placarts and proclamations, tend- 
ing Only to allure and cajole a few daftard renegadoes frotfn 
the caufe of constitutional liberty to yoUr tyrannical ftan- 
dards? We were told by a noble Lord, the other night, 
"that he would never allow the legiflative claims of this 
country to be a grievance." Thefe were his very words, I 
took them down /n writing at the inftant he uttered them* 

One 
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One of the firft crown lawyers added, that nothing could 
fatisfy government (hort of unconditional fubmiflion. " The 
Americans have no terms to demand (faid he) from your 
ju/iice, whatever they may hope from your grace and mercy," 
Sir, when the heathen emperor Glaudius^Csefar held Ca- 
ra&acus and all his Britifh warriors in chains at his chariot 
wheels, he talked not fo proud a language to his captives, 
as thefe Chriftian mihiftersj while they invoke the fpecial in- 
terpolation of the Almighty, hold forth to their own coun- 
trymen hitherto fuperior to them in the lifts. In (hort, drip 
off the mafk and fpecious falfehoods from every department 
of the ftate> as it is now modelled, and the war is a war of 
taxation, a war of injuftice* impiety, and endlefs bloodfhed. 

Mr. Wombwell warmly defended Lord Sandwich, and gave 
a long panegyric upon his private virtues, public talents, 
and induftry ; faid* he was the bed minifter, and perhaps 
the worthieft man in this country — (here the Houfe laughed 
heartily) ; that he was not to be hurt by the {hafts of that ve- 
hement member who fpoke laft. His Lord (hip ought to be 
revered and honoured by every honeft man in this country 
for his fervices in the department where he prefides; there 
never was his equal in office ; he gloried in calling him his 
friend, nor was there a man fo admired and approved of by 
x foreigners* 

Hon. Mr. Luttrell made a fliort reply, and ended by faying, 
he verily believed that foreigners approved much of our hav- 
ing at this conjunfhire fuch a man in fuch an office and au- 
thority> and that he might perhaps be worfhipped by the fa- 
vages of Otaheite ; he meddled not with his worthinefs in fa- 
cial life, but he thought no good fubjeft of this country held 
him worthy of his public trufy. 

Lord Mulgrave faid, he was glad to find the honourable 
Member intended to move for a ferious parliamentary in- 
quiry into the conduit of his noble friend at the head of the 
Admiralty-board ; that whenever the truth came out, the 
honourable Member, however prejudiced he was at this time, 
by vague, ill-founded, and empty conjedures, would, if he 
had any candour in his nature, become a convert to a better 
founded and more jud opinion : for that the Britifh nation 
had never known a firft commiffioner of the admiralty equal 
to the prefent in capacity and meritorious fervices. »He there* 
fore wifhed the honourable Member to move a fair, public 
ttft of the noble Earl't condu& ; and he, as the oeblc Earft 

V01. V. F &im&+ 



?o PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 

. friend, would ftand as forward as any gentleman in oppofi-* 
. lion could poflibly do to fecond it. 

Lord North alfo got up in behalf of Lord Sandwich ; faid* 
his Majefty had in that noble Earl a very capable and zeal- 
ous fervant, who ought not to be thus attacked in his ab- 
. fence, from a .collection of laofe furmifes, and low newf- 
paper abufe ; that, if the honourable Member would inform 
liimfelf of the real defert of the noble Earl in his official cha- 
jadber, he muft retradt his imputation, and admit, that the 
mod laborious and eminent public fervices had been rendered 
this empire fince he came to the naval tfdminift ration ; nei- 
ther could any of his predeceflbrs (upon the whole) boaft 
equal pretentions to the applaufe of this country, and the 
refpe& of every unprejudiced individual. 

Lord Palmerjione fpoke in fupport of Lord Sandwich, and 
the prefent board of admiralty; but he faid, that in com- 
mending the noble Earl's affiduity and talents, he would not 
be underftood to detract in any degree from the praife due to 
Sir Edward Hawke (now Lord Hawke), with whom he had 
likewife heen in office. His Lord (hip acquitted himfelfwith 
a propriety of temper, and in terms becoming the peculiar 
fit nation of having fcrved his Majefty at the admiralty-board, 
under three fucceilive adminift rations. 

Mr. Buller ftaud the number of mariners in the Britifh ports 
as fnflkicnt for the defence of thefe dominions, and mainte- 
nance .of our national honour upon the feas, againft any com- 
bined powers whatever that mighr attempt hoftilities. 

[Mr. Luttrell rofc to reply to the feveral advocates for the 
noble Earl; but fome ftrong expreffions falling from bira, 
w.hicb feemed applied to Lord Mulgrave, the latter was enter- 
ing upon too warm an altercation, u hen a cooler dialogue was 
•.recommended to both Gentlemen by Sir Edward Aflley and 
• Sir Fletcher Norton, the latter of whom defired the chairman 
to read the refolution, in order to prefeive. order, by keeping 
•Jboth the honourable Gentlemen to the proper fubje& con- 
tained in the refolution.] 

- Mr. Luttrell told Lord Mulgrave, he was not apt to be- 
.come a convert in principle ox perfuafion, alter he had once 
: fbraed his mind upon the belt lights his underftanding could 
J&urnifh ; that the two noble Lords on the oppofite bench did 
«bim inj till ice, when they imputed his couducl and accufations 
to anonymous (lander, or a vague unfubftantial teftfmony af 
•any nature whatever ; that when this, hoalred fervice of the 
noble JEarl came to be inquired into, it would he found he 

had 
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bad-been intrnfted amually with twice a* much of the public 
HK>ney a* Aoy <*ne of &s pnedeceflprs in office ; therefore hp 
■qught certainly t.ohawe ftheiflftet in a more formidable a»d 
ffejfpej&abJe condition ; -hut certain tt was, that a great 
part of this teeafure was not applied to the ufes 'for which it 
wm» granted ; ithexe had been .a multitude of .errors, ami 
rouchcfrrrtUptipn, which he .was prepared to produce evi- 
licnot of, w hetieyer the Houfe would give a candid hearing* 
iHetthatfkgd Lprd Mul grave for offering to fecond hip in- 
quiry, but could never have expeded fuch a favour from a 
memtoor for Huntingdon* 

Sir Mugb JpAllifer doled the arguments in the committee, 
toy fayieg, be hoped the Houfe would take confidence in the 
prefent ftiength of our naval eftablLfhaieut at home, and fuf- 
jficiency of (hips and men. 

. .The queftjon being put, was agreed to. The Houfe was 
ireuriroed* and Mr. Speaker took the chair. 

Hon. Mr* Luttrell then moved, as the firft evidence necef- 
fery, on which to ettabhih the truth of his charges, and even 
for the material information of Parliament, independent of 
the propo fed add refs to tbe King, to difplace the Ead of Sand- 
wich ; " that the proper officers do # lay on the tablethe lateft 
weekly accouats received at the Admiralty, prior to the 
opening of the prefent feflion of Parliament, from the admi- 
ral, or commander in chief, of all his Majefty's (hips and 
yeflels at the feveral departments of Portfmouth, Chatham, 
and Plymouth, together with the lateft week's account recei*- 
cd.at thejfaid board, prior to the commencement of thisfeflion, 
-of all fl*ips and veilels of war employed on channel fervkre, 
or on the eoaft of Great Britain or Ireland*" Mr. Luttreil 
faid, that he would thew by thefe accounts, that the inform- 
ation given to iboth Houfes of Parliament, and the public, 
on the firft day of this feihon, of the ftate of the nayy, when, 
.it was officially alleged that we had 23 (hips of the line 
fit to take the feas, and many more in great forwardnefs, and 
that our fleet at home was then a full match for the combined 
fquadrons of France and :Spa in, fhould they vifit thefe coafts, 
vtasAdangireus, wJde^ r 9nd u/ii/tul impoCitxonon Parliament, 
and the 'whole nation. We had not, he faid, near 7000 df- 
fe&ive <taen in the 23 guardthipsput together, and, to com- 
plete their complements for war, near double that number 
would be requiute. 'Our frigates, floops, and final 1 craft, 
were au>ft *f ahemaifao gemote i^rvioe ; .and tho& Alps of 
the line, put lately into commiifion, alleged b^ vVnr. Ks&r.- 
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rican fccrctary (Lord George GermaineJ to be '• In great 
forwardnefs," had not, one with another, a twentieth part 
of their war complement ; neither were the returns of the 
imprefied men in and about this metropolis, en the fir ft night 
of iffuing the warrants, above one third in number of what 
the runners of government were ordered to fp read abroad. 
At Port (mouth, and its environs, the intention of impr effing 
men was known to all the feafaring people 24 hours before 
the prefs -gangs were in motion ; fo we fuqeeeded but ill in 
that quarter, and (till worfe on the weftern coafts. In fhort, 
" if the people of England knew the real (late of our marine 
power and refources, and the great fuperiority of our natu- 

• ral enemies in thefe feas, they would fcarce fuffer fo many 
(hips and men to be difpatched to the fiirtheft quarter of the 
globe, even on a more rational and profitable purfuit than 
the reduction of our American colonies to defpotifm, before 
we had fecured the feat of our empire from invafion and ruin. 
He was confident, after what had parted, after the impatience 
of the noble Earl's friends to bring him to a fair ordeal, he 
faid, he mould be feconded in this motion by one of the 

• lords of the Admiralty, or the noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) 
in his eye. % 

The Attorney General argued ftrenuoufly againft receiving 
the motion. And the friends of adminiftration were for 
throwing it out without further difcuffion. 

Right hon. T.TownJhend, after ihewing that the motion was 
ftriclly parliamentary, and of material import to the bufinefs 
then before the Houfe, feconded it ; and a iked what opinion 
any unprejudiced perfon could entertain of thofe gentlemen 
who-fo ftrenubufly encouraged the honourable Gentleman in 
his inquiry, and now (hrunk from the trial. This clandef- 
. tine and unwarranted ftep of withholding the .firft official 
papers called for by the honourable Member, would fiamp a 
fentence on their friend and patron, not much to his honour 
or his advantage. 

Mr. fV. Hartley likewife fupported Mr. LuttrelL, and 
drew a very mournful pifture of this country in its prefent 
condition, and a very odious one of the. adminiftration, and 
the fyftems on which they aft. 

Hon. Mr. Luttrell infifted, that the abfoiute management 
of the maritime power of the Britifh empire was too arduous, 
toofolid, tooimportanta truft, to be committed to a ion vivant 
of Lord Sandwich's levity of ilifpofitioa and known depravity 

.... . ■ of 
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of conduct, efpecially now the piping hours of jubilee and 
dalliance are at an end ; and we ought to prepare for naval 
operations of the mod fubftantial and critical import to the 
fafety of thefe iflands. The queftion being put, the motion , 
was negatived without a divifion, 

November 9. 

Report of the committee on the number of Teamen, ad- 
journed to November 1 1. 

November 1 j . 

Land-tax, four (hillings. No debate. 
November 12. 

No debate, 

November 13. 

The fame. 

November 14. 

The fame. 

November 15. 

Eftimates prefented. And, 

Refolved, That a number of land forces, including three 
thoufand two hundred and thirteen invalids, amounting to 
twenty thoufand feven hundred and thirty-four effe&ive men, 
com million and non-commiifionedjofficers included, be em- 
ployed for the year 1777. 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of twen- 
ty thoufand feven hundred and thirty-four 
effeftive men, for guards, garrifons, and 
other his Majefty's land forces, in Great 
Britain, Jerfey, and Guernfey, for the £• s. d. 
year 1777 - . - - 648,009 16 5 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for the pay of the general and ge- 
neral ftaff officers in Great Britain, for the 
year 1777 - 11,47318 6| 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for maintaining his Majefty 's 
forces, and garrifons in the plantations and 
Africa, including thofe in garrifon at Mi- 
norca and Gibraltar, and for provifions for 
the forces in North America, Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Gibraltar, the Ceded 
Jflands, and Africa, for the year 1 777 949,720 11 3 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of the 
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diffeYerfc* df pity tortwefcri ttttf BritMfe and £. ■*«'&' 

IriflicftaWifliment ofone regiment afligta* 

dragoon.*, aritfjlx regiments of foot, ferviufg 

in'Nbrth America, for the? year' 1777 *- 47,178 O 3 

Refolvcd, That there be grafnted 1 to-lite 
Majcfty, far defraying the 1 charge- of five 
Hanoverian- baftaliotos of foot at Gr&iultar 
and Minorca, and for provifions foi* the 
three battalions of the faid troops at Gib- 
raltar, for the year 1777 . - -* 56,074 1 9* 4| 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majcfty, for defraying the charge of twelve 
thoufand fix hundred andfixty-feven men, 
the troops of the landgrave of HefleCaflel, 
in the pay of Great Britain, together with 
the fubfidy for the year 1777, purfuant to 
treaty - - - ~ • - 33 5 >93 2 r 6 4 

Refolved, That there be granted"' to His 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of a re* 
grttient of foot of Hanaiij in the pay of 
Great Frrtain, togerher with the fubiidy, 
purfoant to the treaty with the hereditary- 
prince of Hcfle CaHel, for the year 1777 18,18* IJ 6J 

Refolved, That rftere be granted 1 to his 
Majeity, for defraying the charge of a re- 
giment of foot of Wa-ldecfc, in the pay of 
Great Britain, together with the fuWidy, 
purfuant to treaty with the rergnirtgpritlte 
of Waldeck, for the year 1777 - *?>37<* 8 2} 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of four 
thoufand three hundred' men*, the ttdops of 
the reigning duke of Broirfwick, m vhe pay 
of Great Britain, together with the fubfidy 
for the year 1777, purfuant to treaty - 93>947 T 5 8 

Refolved, That there be granted t& hfo 
Majefty, for defray frig me charge of provi- 
fions for the foreign troops fervrng in Ncrrth* 
America, in the pay of Great Britain, for 
the year 1777 . - - - - 41,427-17 7$ 

Refolved, That there- be granted to his- 
]V&jefty, to iratoe good a deficiency in»tfte 
fum voted laft feflioti of parliament, for tfte 
charge of the troops of the latMferate of Hpfle 
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CaflM* to* the 24th of December 1776 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, to make good a deficiency in the 
fum voted laft feflion of parliament for the 
charge of the regiment of foofofHanau, 
to flie 24th- of December 1776 - l*o*j 16 *Of 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of artil- 
lery for the foreign troops in the pay of 
Great Britain, purfuant to treaties, for the 
year 1777 - '- 26*05? 7 4 

Refolved 1 , That there be granted to his 
Majefty, towards defraying the charge of 
artillery for' the foreign troops in the pay 
of Great Britain, purfuant to treaties^ for 
the year 1776 - - $,i$& *2 J| 

Refolved, That (granted to his Majefty 
Jaft feflion of parliament, for defraying the 
charge of the artillery of the landgrave of 
Hefle Cartel, in the pay of Great Britain, 
for the year 1776) there be granted^ to his 
Majefty, towards defraying the charge 
of artillery for the foreign troops in the pay 
of Great Britain, purfuant to treaties, for 
the year 1776 - - * 3*973 l & ° 

Refolved, That (granted to his Majefty 
in the laft feflion of parliament,, for defray- 
ing the charge df the artillery of Hanau, in 
the pay of Great Britain, purfuant to treaty) 
there be granted to his Majefty, towards 
defraying the charge of airtillery for the fo- 
reign troops in the pay of Great Britain,, 
purfuant to treaties, for the year 1776' 3>3&3 & 8 

Refolved, That there be granted to his 1 
Majefty (out of the monies or favings* re- 
maining of the grant of laft feflror? of par- 
liament, for the charge of a' regiment of 
frJot of Walddefe,; in the* pay of Great Bri- 
tain, for the year 1776) towards defraying; 
,tbe» charge of artillery for the foreign 
• troops in the pay of Great Britain, ptrrfuant 
to treaties^; for the year 17.7& -* 4oy i^9\ 

-■ Refoivedy ThtttLtheotr bograrifod to>htft< > 
. Majefty, for the charge of the office o* o\&- 

v 4 • 
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nance, for land fervice, for the year £. s. d* 

1777- - -r - 320,111 l8 II 

* Kefolved, That there be granted to his • 

Majefty, for defraying the expenfe of fer- 
vice performed by the office of ordnance for 
land fervice, and alfo provided for by parlia- 
ment, in 1776 - - - 272,705 18 f 
l/Thefe refolutions were all agreed to without any debate. 
The gentlemen in oppofition had repeatedly faid to thei* 
friends, that it was in vain to oppofe the meafuies of the 
Court in Parliament; the Miniftry had a regular and fixed 
majority ; accordingly they feldom attended, except upon 
private bufinefs. This day gave a lignal proof of this opinion* 
Sir George Savile, Mr. Burke, &c. who attended the Houfe 
this day upon a private bill, as foon as Lord Barrington 
flood up to move the jfirft refolution, quitted their places, 
made their bows to the chair, and went away.] 

November 16. 

Eftimates reported. Agreed to. No debate. Adjourned 
to November 18. 



Ho debate. 
The fame. 



November 1 8. 
November 19. 



November 20. 
Malt duty, &c. No debate. 

November 21. 
The fame. 

November 22. 
Sir George Savile faid, he had a petition from Thomas 
Rumbold, Efq. refpeQing the Shaftefbury ele&ion. The 

{petitioner, he faid, prayed that the votes of the Houfe of 
aft feffion, by which the Houfe agreed with the committee 
on the Shaftefbury ele&ion, might be reconfidercd, and 
fuch relief given to the petitioner as the Houfe in its wifdom 
fhould think fit. After expatiating on what he thought 
the injuftice that had been done to the petitioner on the ne- 
ceflity of fupporting the dignity of Parliament, he moved for 
leave to bring up the petition. 

Mr. Grenville oppofed the bringing it up at that time. 
He had no intereft in the queftion, nor any connexion with 
any of the parties ; but he knew, that feveral gentlemen who 
had ferved on the Shaftefbury committee were abfent, it be- 
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ing generally under flood fome days fince, that ho more 
public bufmefs was to come 00 before the holidays ; and many 
of th^ country gentlemen who were inte reded in the ques- 
tion were alfo abfent. As a proof that no public bufmefs 
was exp.e&ed, he mentioned the difficulty the Speaker had 
been under to collect a Houfe the laft four days ; he therefore 
moved, that the petition be not brought up till the 27th of 
January. 

Mr. Powis feconded Mr. Grenville's motion. 

The right hon. Hans Stanley feconded Sir George 8a* 
vile's motion. He faid, he had as great a refpedl for the mem- 
bers abfent as any man, but God forbid a regard for any 
perfons fhould prevent a Britifh Houfe of Commons from 
doing immediate juftice. The Houfe was now by three times 
fuller than when the votes complained of by the petitioner 
were pa (Ted. The parties concerned had known that a ma, 
tion for refcinding thofe hafty refolutions would be made be- 
fore the holidays. He knew it was the fenfe of the Houfe to 
have refcinded them laft year, if it had not been contrary to 
the (landing order of the Houfe, not to permit the fame quef- 
tion twice in one feflion. 

Mr. Burke for refcinding the refolutions; and wiihed 
it might be an example for refcinding all hafty refolu* 
tions. 

The Attqrney General [Mr. Thurloui] faid, the evidence 
was incompetent, upon which the petitioner and Mr. Sykes 
were reputed guilty. 

Then the petition was brought up, and read ; fetting forth* 
That, in the laft feflion of Parliament, the Houfe came to 
divers refolutions, upon taking into conflderation the minutes 
of the examination taken before the fele£t committee, who 
were appointed to try and determine the merits of the peti- - 
tion of Hans Wintrop Mortimer, Efq. complaining of an 
undue eledion and return for the borough of Shafteibury, 
and in particular a refoluthm, "That it appeared to this 
'' Houfe, from the faid minutes, th^t the petitioner was a prin- 
f € cipal promoter and fuborner of wilful and corrupt perjury 
" at the faid ele&ion ;" and that the petitioner had not any inti- 
mation given him, that any proceedings were intended to be 
had with refped to him ; and, as the petitioner is confeious 
of his innocence, he trufts he fhould have been able, had he 
been apprized of fuch proceedings, to have fatisfied the Houfe 
that there was no foundation for fo heinous a charge ; and that 
the petitioner's ehara&er and reputation axt VkV^j <&^&fe^ 
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by the (aid refoluriori ; and that- the petitioiier did make an ap* 
Itcatioft, in the laft felfion of Parliament, to the Houfe, for 
relief in the premifes, which was reje&ed;, and the refolution* 
concerning which the petitioner offered his faid petition hav-r 
ihg been pafied in the (aid feffion, the petitioner apprehends^ 
that that circumftancie might have been a motive to thd 
Houfe not to grant the prayer of his faid petition : the petl* 
tioner therefore hopes, that this caufe no longer cxiiiing, 
bis requeft may now be mope favourably received. 

The Houfe was moved, That the entry in the journal 
of the Houfe of the fourteenth day of February, in the laft 
feffion of Parliament, of the proceedings of the Houfe, onl 
taking into conuderaiion fhe rtiinutes of the examination ta- 
ken before the fele£r committee, who Were, appointed to fr^ 
and determine the merits of the petition of Hans Wimro£ 
Mortimer, Efq* complaining of an undue election and re-, 
turn for the borough ot Shafton, other wife Shaftefbury, in 
the county: 6( Dorfet, fo far as the fame relates to Thomas 
Rumboldy Efq. together with the order of the fame day td 
the Attorney General to profecute the faid Thomas Rufri* 
boldj Efq. might be read. 
' And the fame being read accordingly ; 

Ordered, .That the faid order to the Attorney General, 
for profecuting the faid Thomas Rumbold, Efq. be dif. 
charged. 

A petition of Francis Sykes, Efq:. was prefented to the 
Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, That, in the laft feffion of 
Parliament, the Houfe came to divers refolutions, upon ta- 
king into confideration the minutes of the examination nrkeri 
before the fele& committee, who were appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the petition of Hans Wintrop Mor- 
timer, Efq. complaining oi an undue election and return for 
the borough of Shaftefbury, and in particular a refolution, 
" That it appeared to this Houfe, from the faid minutes, 
" that the petitioner was a principal promoter and fu borne r 
" of wilful and Corrupt perjury at the faid ele&ion ;" and 
that the petitioner had not any intimation given hidci, that 
any proceedings were intended fo be had with f efpe£t to him ; 
W\d as the petitioner isconfeious of his innocence, he trufts he 
fhould have been able, had he been apprized of fuch pro*, 
ceedings, to have facisfied the Houfe, that there was no 
foundation tor fo heinous a charge; and that the petitioner's 
character and reputation arc highly affccled by the faid tfejb* 
mviori ' y and that the petitioner did make an application, in the 
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premifesy which* was rajefted ;; and* thorefolutiori concerning 
which the petitioner r ffefed his-faid petition- having been 
paffed in the laid feilion, the petitioner apprehends, that that 
circunvftance* might* have been** rhotivtr ttf the flotife mf to 
gf&nt the pScayer of hisiaid petition ; the petitioner therefore 
h6pe$, that this caufe no longer ex i fling, his requeft mtfy 
now be more favourably received. 

The Houfe wa* ntt>ved y That the entry in the jowriai of - 
the Houfe r of the 14th; (fay of February,, in the laft feffioir 
of Patfliatnent, of the proceedings of the Houfev etvtafeitfg 
irtto c&nfideration the minutes of the examination take*. be- 
fore ttoe fiftd fele£t committee, fo far as the fame relates to 
JPttaneis Sykes, Efq. together with ttoe order of the fame day 
to»th£ Attorney General, to profecute the fa id Francis Sykefc, 
J5ftj. might be read. 

And the fame being" read accordingly ;. 

Ordered, That the fitid order to the Attorney General, fo* • 
profecuting the faid Francis Sykes, Efq; be difcharged. 

The like order$> which had been mode for profecuting fi* 
of the* electors, were alfo difcharged. 

Adjourned to November 25, 

November 2$. 

Refohredy That there be granted for the £. j. d. 
ordinary of the na-vyv including the half* 
pay to fea and marine officers for 1777 400VC05 2 10 

Refolved, That there be granted. fc» , 
building and repairs of (hips for 1777 465,500 O O 

Jtefolved, TW rhere* be granted for the 
^men*of erafowjuterbiUs 1,500/300 o 9 

No debate. 

Jitoemter 26, 

1Kb debate, 

November 27. 

Tha faifteV Adjoutfned ro December a, 
December 2r 

Private bufinefs. Adjourned to December tz. 
December I2# 

Ftfvawiufineft; 

December 13. 

Day appointed for sf general faft. Heatd divine fetviceV 
and a fermon. Adjourned to Jfcnuatfy ar» 1777* 
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The following authentic papers are copies of the laft Esti- 
mates prefented to the Houfe of Commons, of the yearly 
expenfes in North America, before the prefent war, 

Ef&mate $f Expenfes attending the Commander in Chief. 

Secretary's Office. 

Two clerks 

An allowance for pay to extra clerks em- 
ployed occafionally to ajlift- in the courfe of 
the year to write for the fecretary's office 

Office rent 

Perfon to attend the office 

Firing and candles 

Exprefies at an ayer^ge 

Stationary ditto 

Incidcotal expenfes ditto 

Inland poftage of letters to and from the 
commander in chief, adjutant general, aid c)e 
camps, &c. at the pod-office in New York, 
upon public bufinefs, as per the poft-maftcr's 
account for laft year 86 6 1 1 

Ditto at Bofton, on an average 40 o O 

Ditto Philadelphia ditto 20 o O 

(Signed) G. Maturjn, 498 6 n 
War Office. 
(Signed) Barrington. 

Estimate of the Expenfe of providing the King's Bar- 
racks in North America with the following Neceflarjes for 
the enfuing Year, viz. 

Fire and candles. — Allowance to the foldiers for bowls,, 
platters, and fpoons. — Straw or fluffing for the foldiers' bed- 
ding. — Brooms for fweeping the rooms. — Sweeping ditta- 
nies. — Allowance to officers quartered in barracks for find- 
ing their own bedding. — And lodging for fuch officers as 
there is no room for in the barracks. 

Provinces. ' Places* Names. Sterling* Sterling. 

£. s. d. £. 5. d. 
Canada Quebec 1797 17 5 

Three Rivers 283 16 \o\ 

3078 14 3J 
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Provinces. 



DEBATES. 

Places 9 Names.. £• s. 
Brought over 
Montreal and Cham- 

bly ' ' - 1228 8 

Ofwegatchie 73 5 



d. £. s. J. 

2078 14 £. 



10 
1 



Communication to 1 Niagara 
Michillimackinac J Detroit 

Michillmackinac 
Fort Ontario 



168 14 
222 2 
156 19 
114 to 



Si 

if 
7 



-1301 13 ri 



New York 



Nova Scotia 



Florida 



: Illinois 
'Peftnfylvania 

South Carolina 
' Cherokee Country 

Georgia 



Fort Stanwix 
Fort George 
Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga ' 

Halifax 

Annapolis Roya 
Fort Frederick 
Fort Cumberland 
Louifbourg 
St. John's I (land 

Mobile 
Penfacola 
Apalachie 
St. Auguftine 



3 i 
36 



*9 

1 



u 



662 13 o| 



120 13 3 




193 14 a| 



596 15 

673 o 

61 3 

369 18 



St 

s 

2 



2346 16 s 



Fort Chartres 
Fort Pitt 
Fort Charlotte 
Fort Prince George 
Fort Augufta 
Fort Frederick 



21 
S 



*3 

7 



-1700 17 2 

398 10 5 

154 2 7 

10 10 11 

16 9 3 



2 
O 



Expenfe of an allowance to officers in lieu 
of lodgings in garrifons where there are 
no officers' barracks. 

Qpebec 

Three- Rivers - 

Montreal » 
^Halifax 

St. Auguftine 



27 o 2 



566 
79 
395 
424 
39o 



4 
6 
2 
2 



S 

8 

2 

o 
2 
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Yearly cxpenfe of keeping the bedding and furniture in fit- 
pairs for 20 years, at 10s. a bed, being 31. for each of the 
non-commiflioned officers and private men's rooms ; and 
at 10s. for all the officers' rooms and guards. 

493 foldiers' rooms, at 3I. eaeh £.1479 

a$6 officers' rooms and guards, at 10s. each 128 

1607 
That the eft i mates and the principles on which they art 
formed may be well underfiood, it is proper they be accom- 
panied with the following explanatory remarks. 

Remarks on the Eflimatefor Fuel and Candles, &c* &c. 

At the pods named in the margin *, it is prefumed, that 
wood is to be procured by the labour of the troops, for thefe 
reafons : the inhabitants being few, labour is dear. 

A contrail would be \ery expenfive. The intervals of 
duty give time to the foldiers to work ; this will get them 
health and ftrength, and keep them free from the fcurvy : 
but as the foldiers' fhirts, (hoes, and (lockings will be worn in 
this fervice, and as they are very dear at thefe remote pofts, 
to indemnify the men lor the wear, and to leave them forae 
fmall gratification for their labour, an allowance is made for 
each chord of wood the troops furnilh. 

To proportion the price to the labour and different cir- 
cumftances of the pofts, I vifited as many of them as I 
could laft fummer,and, with the general's approbation, fixed 
at each the price of wood as in the eftimatc- 

I went next to Canada, and found that a different method 
had, and indeed ihould be, taken for the fupply of wood in 
that country. 

Regiments being united here, find an opportunity to con- 
tinue or renew their difcipline. As here the feafon proper 
for this is Qiort, it would be improper to take the troops from 
their military exercife and employ them in cutting wood, 
tfpecially as, from the circumftances of the inhabitants and 
the fit nation of the country, it can be had almoft as cheap 
from the country people as by the labour of the troops. 

Hitherto the different pariflies have been ordered to fup- 
ply certain quantities of wood, which has been paid for at 

• Ofwegatchie, Niagara, Detroit, Michillimackinac, Fort Ontario,. 
Fort Stanwix, Fort George, Crown Point, Ticonderoga, St. John's 
. Iftand, Apalachie, Fort Chartres, Fort Pitt, Fort Charlotte, Fort 
Pi i nee George, Fort Augufta, Fort Frederick, 

fuch 
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fuch rates as the commanding officers thought reafonable ; but 
as, for feveral reafons, this method is to be no longer taken, 
I publiihed advertifements, de firing fuch as had a mind to 
contraft, to fend me propofals. At Quebec, I found that 
•I could buy wood from the country people, and get it 
brought .to the barrack-yard, at a lower rate than any of the 
propofers offered it at. I therefore ordered the barrack-maf- 
jter for this year, to buy wood for the garrifon at the beft 
markets, and in the cheapeft feafons. This experiment wi-li 
.enable me to contra&, and people to undertake it next year 
with knowledge of the fubjeS. At Montreal I made a 
contraS, by which wood will be brought to the barrack -yard, 
and pile<J there at a cheaper rate than authority ever procured 
it. And though the whole wood wanted for the garrifon of 
Quebec was not bought, and fo the coft of a Chord cannot 
be determined with abfolute precifion ; I am pretty certain 
that it will not exceed nor fall much fliort under the Mont- 
real price. I have therefore dated them at the fame rate m 
the eftimate. 

At Nova Scotia the troops have never been in the pra^ 
tice of furnifhing their own wood; the land neiar the water 
is all private property; the owners demand unreafonable 
fums for leave to cut timber; it is difficult to have the wood 
brought to the water; and when there formed into floats fo 
jbe conduced to Halifax,, it is fubje£ to be fcattered by the 
violence of the waves. I find that liberal contracts have 
been given there for wood, and the expenditure haa-not un- 
dergone a fevere examination. After feveral abufes had 
been corre&ed, the eftimate fent laft year to the general from 
Nova Scotia ? for firewood to a regiment of foot and a com- 
pany of artillery, and oil to the guards, amounted nearly to 
four hundred pounds; whereas the expenfe for thatgarrifod, 
agreeable to this eftimate, which gives candles to the troops, 
would be under a thoufand pounds. Several people have 
offered to enter jnto contra&s at much cheaper rates thatv 
had been formerly given ; J>ut I found that the barrack- 
mafter would procure the wood at market, or have it brought 
jfrom ^unenburg, at lefs expenfe than any propofer offered 
}t at. I defired him to purchafe wood where it could be had 
cheapeft this year ; next, I (hall be able to contradt with 
« knowledge of the fubjeft. 

The lords commifiioners pf the treafury have honoured 
me with their commands, to give a preferences in a contraft 
%o Major Gorham, who has laid propofcl? before ^<\\^"&>- 

Vol, V. G ««* 
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{hips to fupply wood at a cheaper rate than it has hitherto 
been contra&ed for by governors and commanding officers*. 
The major (hall fee what the expenfe of a, chord amounts to ; 
and as he has lands in the neighbourhood of fome of the ports., 
I hope he will find an intereft in Applying wood at the rate 
fhc barrack-mafter gets it, though that be confidently lower 
than his propofals to the treafury : the rate in the eftimate 
including not only the expenfe of the wood pn the quay$, 
but of carrying to and piling it in the barrack- yard. 

In Florida I find the troops were at firft fupplied with 
wood at four dollars a chord, and afterwards at three dol- 
lars* I vifited that country, and frpm the fixation of th,e 
woods and rivers, I think wood might he got by the la- 
bour of the troops, with advantage to iheir healths, at pro- 
per feafons of the year, at a dollar a chord ; but the ficknefs 
that has prevailed fince the arrival of the prefent garrifons, 
or fome other reafons, have hitherto prevented the orders I 
fenr by the general's commands to tjiis purpofe, from being 
executed ; and iately Colonel ,Taylor, who ads there as ^ 
brigadier, acquainted me, that he will get the price of wood 
reduced to a dollar, by employing or purchasing negroes; 
the good cffcSt of this will not be felt for a year, and there- 
fore have, in the eftimate, dated the price of wood as charged 
1 in the laft bills drawn on me by Colonel Taylor. 

Candles have hitherto been purchafed by the barrack- 
xnaQer and commanding officers from traders at the ports at 
yery ' exorbitant rates ; care is now taken to have theml 
bought at the beft markets, and to be fent to the different 
ports at the cheapert rates, which, including the rifk, is as, 
ftated in the eftimate. 

From Newfoundland I have had no returns fince my ap- 
pointment, and the refujt of my inquiries is not very exad. 
I find that the governor gives an allowance for each fire- 
place, and draws upon the treafury for the money ; t}iat the 
allowance is not extravagant, and as the intercourse between 
this place and Newfoundland is rare, the general thinks it beft 
to leave that place in the fituation it has been for many years, 
and by his commands I have not included it in the eftimate. : 
' *J* ne lords commiflioners of his Majefty's treafury having, 
Jaftyear, difapproved of an eftimate laid before their lord- 
ftips for firing for the general and ftaff officers, the prefent 
eftimate gives no allowance to any of thofe. 

It gives an allowance to engineers who are ftationed at 

rfts only. And it fuppofes that all the reft, as well as the 
troops 
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troops ordered to be quartered in the inhabited countries* 
viz. thirty-three cpmpanies, are to be fupplied with quarter^ 
fire, &c. agreeable to a& of Parliament, at the expenfe of 
the different provinces, and without any coft to the ciown. 

Remarks on the eftimate for an allowance to officers in lieu of 
lodgings. 

By the laft reports from Halifax, it appears that the habit- 
able officers' rooms could not contain all the officers ftationed 
there, without confiderable repairs, which are ordered to he 
made : fince that time notice is come, th^t another regiment 
from England is to be quartered in that place. There are no 
rooms for the officers of the corps, or, if the barracks be di- 
vided, as many officers as this regiment has, will want lodg- 
ings. 

At St. Auguftine there are no barrack -rooms for officers, 
nor at Montreal, Three Rivers, and Quebec. 

General Gage has beerr pleafed to allow the officers ,at th« 
two firft pofts as dated in the eftimate, being agreeable to 
the allowances given to officers fo circum (lanced in Ireland, 
3nd to continue the allowance that has hitherto been made 
to the officers in Canada. It is hoped that this will be an 
expenfe only for one year. That fome of the public build* 
ings at St, Auguftine, Montreal, and Quebec, will be turned 
into officers" barrack s ; and if it be thought neceflary to con- 
tinue fo great a number of troops at Halifax, thofe barracks 
willjbe repaired for officers \ but as this cannot be done till 
next fummer, this eftimate will neceffarily form part of thp 
expenfe of t^his year. - 

Remarks on the eftimate for furnijhing the barracks, &fr. 

During tjie war, and for fome time after the peace, there 
were no barrack- matters in America ; bedding and other 
furniture were provided at the requifition of commanding 
officers; they took care that the men under their command 
were well provided during their ftay at the pofts. But the 
fucceeding officers found every thing put of repair, and made 
Dew demands; and even after the appointment of fome 
barrack- maflers, this abufe was not much mended. The 
commanding officer's receipt that he had received certain 
things wore, and his certificate that others were ur^fit for/ 
fervice, indemnified the barrack-mafter, there being no offi- 
cer whofe particular bufmefs rt was to make him account- 

G a ■&^r.\ 
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able; the confequence of this has been, that a great and fre T 
quent expenfe has been incurred, and by all the returns fent 
tome fince the time of my appointment, it appears -tha^ 
there is very little furniture in the barracks in America fit 
for fervice. 

I flatter myfelf, that my infpe&ion will, for the future, 
remedy this evil : but to do this effe&ually, I apprehend, 
it is neceffary to complete the barrack furniture, and to njake 
a contract to have this kept up for twenty years : this is the 
pradice in Ireland, and in Scotland ; in the end will. be; 
cheaper, and is the only method to render the expenfe cer- 
tain. The prices in the eftimate are ftated at the loweft rate ; 
the iron and woodwork can be had in America, and tti$ 
bedding from England. - 

Detail, Jhewing how the expenfe mentioned in the foregoing 
eftimate 7 arifes at the fever al pofts* 

r x A regiment requires 59 rooms. 
For 10 captains - - 10 rooms. 

For 17 fubalterns - - 9 ' 

r or 4 ftaff-ofEcers - - 2 

For hofpitals - - % 

For 9 companies; « * 36 

59 

The rooms of abfentees, it is fiippofed, will afford an ex- 
traordinary room for each field officer prefent, one for a bar* 
rack guard, and one for a chaplain. » <.;* 



Quebec. 




At Quebec, two regiments 


j 18 rooms. 


Royal Artillery. 


i »• •»; *«. 


2 Captains ^ - " ' • 


% 


1 Lieutenant •> * _ 
1 Surgeon J 


f 


I 


50 Matrofles, &c. 


\ 


Staff of the Garr ij on. 


Chaplain - ' . ' . . 


I 


Barrack-mafter 


i 


Commiflary of provifions 


1 


Commiflary of mufters - 


i 


Surgeon - - * 


1 


*• ^ •■ 


* 




i 36 ' 




«' . ' % 




V 



f ^J.W(\ 





33 8 « 


28 


9» 


4* 


9' 


28 


• 9* 


28 


9* 


28 


9 1 


28 


9 1 


28 


9« 
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Chords of Pounds of 
Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 130 rooms, at 25! chords per 

room a year 3282 f 

Candles for 130 rooms, at 26 pounds 
ditto, ditto 

Main officers' room 
Ditto men's ditto 
Port St. John's ditto 
Guards. Port St. Louis ditto 
Cape Diamond 
' Jefuit's College 
Palace Gate 

Total 3492$ 4017 

N. B. Wood, on the reprefentation of the officers com- 
manding in Canada, is allowed to the guards to the 14th of 
May, the weather continuing fevere till that time. 

A Canadian chord of wood piled in the barrack-yard coft$ 
eight livres; an Englifh chord is 128 feet, a Canadian chord 
is only 96 ; a chord of the firft is one third larger, and wrU 
coft 1 of livres. - 

3492I chords of wood, at iof livres each 
chord, amounts to 372534 livres, which, at £. i. d. 
6 livres to the dollar, is 6208® dollars, at 4s. 
8d. fterling each ' 1448 14 9 

4017 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per 
pound • 200 17 o 

Afliftant to the barrack- m after, at is. Id. 
fterling per day ' t 2p 7 (k 

A labourer to deliver out the wood, at is. 
ditto 18 5 O 

Bowls, platters, and fpoons, not being fur- 
mfhed to the men, they are allowed in lieu 
thereof 9|d. fterling F?r man a year; this to 
the non-commiffioned officers and foldiers of 
the garrifon amounts to 39 2 2 

To ftraw for 480 beds, four times a year, 
each bed having three bundles, at i|d. per 
bundle, is is. 6d. fterling per bed a year 36 o o 

To brooms for 87 rooms, fix tirr.es a year, 
at 6d. fterling per broom, is 3s. per room a year 3.1 1 o 

G 3 
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Brought over £.1817 7 $ 
To fwecping 87 chimnies ten times a year, 
at 4d. fterling each time, is 3s. 4c! . per chim- 
ney a year 14 10 a 

Sterling £'. 1831 17 5 
N. B. AH officers are allowed wood and candles, but there 
being no rooms in the barracks for officers, no charge is made 
in thefe laft articles for officers' rooms. 

No. of 
Three Rivfrs. Rooms. 

s Companies, and 5 matrofles, &c. 20 

iJarraCk-mafter x 

11 

Chords Pounds of 
offVood* Candles. 
Wood for 21 rooms, at 25 J chords per room 
. a year 530$- 

Candles for 2 1 rooms, at 26 poundsdittoditto 546 

One guard -room 28 91 

Total 5S 8J 637 

558^ 1 h >rds of wood, at lof livres per chord Sterling. 

is 595 4 j livres, at fix livres to the dollar, is £, s. d. 

992^ dollars, at 4s. 8d. fterling each 231 11 5 . 

637 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per lb. 31 17 "o 

Allowance to the foldiers for uteniils, at 

9^d. fterling each 675^ 

To draw for 84 beds, at is. 6d. fterling per 

bed a year - 6 6 ©- 

To brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s, fterling per 

room a year 250 

To fweeping 15 chimnies, at 4s. 3d. fterling 

per chimney a year 2 10 o. 

Sterling £. 280 16 io§ 

Montreal WChambly. 

No. of 

Royal Artillery. Rooms. 

A regiment and two companies 72 

One captain 1 

Carried over ^ 
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Brought over 73 Rooms. 
One Lieutenant 1 

One Condutfor J x 
29 Matrofies, &c. 1 

Four artificers J 3 

Staff 0/ the garrifon. 

Town-major t ■ 

Barrack-mafter i 

Chaplain t 

Comujiflary of provifions 1 

Ditto at Chambly 1 



Provoft-marfhal 



x 



8 3 

Chords of Pounds of 

Wood. CaridleU 
Wood for 83 rooms, at 25J chords 

per room a year 2°95f 

Candles for 83 rooms, at 261b, ditto 

ditto 2158 

Main officers* room 28 9* 

Ditto men's ditto 42 91 

Guards. Six town guards 168 546 

Total 2389I 3068 

2389! chords of wood, at iof livreseach 
chord, amounts to 25490! livres, which at Sterling. 

fix livres to the dollar is 4248J dollars, at 4s. £. s. d. 
8d. fteriing per dollar, is 991 6 1 

3068 pounds of candles, at is. per lb. is 153 8 o 

A labourer to deliver out the wood, at is. 
fteriing per day 18 5 o 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 
9|d. fteriing each 43 19 9 

To ftraw for 300 beds, at is. 6d. fteriing 
per bed a year 2ft 10 o 

To brooms for 6b rooms, at 3s. per room 
a year 900 

To fweeping 60 chknnies, at 3$. 44. per 
chimney a year 10 o o 

Sterling £. wfc ^ v* 
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No. of 
Osweoatchie. Rooms* 

A company 6 

Barrack-mafter I 

Commiffary of provifions I 

Chords Pounds of 
Wood. Candles* 
Wood for 9| rooms, at 25I chords per 

room a year 239I 

Candles for 9 \ rooms, at 26 pounds ditto 

ditto 247 

One guard- room 28 91 

Total 267 J 338 

Sterling. £. s. d. 
267$ chords of wood, at 3s. fterling per chord 40 3 7 
338 pounds of candles, at is. 2d. fterling per lb. 19 14 4 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at £Jd. 

fterling each 276 

To ftraw for 30 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 256 
To brooms for n rooms, at 3s. per room a year 113 o 
To fweeping i 1 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 1 16 8 

To fix officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year, in lieu 

of bedding 5 5 o 

Sterling £. 73 5 1 

No. of 
Niagara. Rooms. 

3 Companies 20 

1 Captain -\ 1 

Condu&or J of 

Barrrack-raafter x 

Commiffary of provifions 1 

Indian commiffary and interpreters i| 

*1 
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Chords Pounds of 

*fPT$uL Cumdles.. 
Wood for 27 rooms, at 1 7 ^f chords per room 

a year 47*4 

Candles for 27 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 702 

Officers' guard-room 17*. 91 

Men's ditto 17 j 91 

Total 5071 8&4 
Sterling. £. x; d. 
507I chords of wood, at p. fterling per chard 76 v 6 
884 pounds of candles, at is. id. per pound 47 17 8 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. each 7 © tf 
To ftraw for 96 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 740 
To brooms for 29 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 4 70 
To fweeping 29 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year ' 4 16 £ 

To a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. fter- ' 

ling a day 936 

To 14 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding 12 5 o 

Sterling £.168 14 5 1 

No. <f 
Detroit. Rooms. 

3 Companies 20 

1 Lieutenant ") 1 

13 Matrofles, &c. [Royal artillery 1 

ConduSor J of 

; Engineer I 

Barrack-mafter 1 

Cotamiffary of proviflons 1 

Indian commiflary; and interpreters i§ 

'. a 7 

Chords Pounds of 
tflVood. Candles. 
Wood for 27 rooms, at 1 7 \ chords per room 

a year 472I 

Candles for 27 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 
Officers' guard-room I7| 

Men's ditto 17J. 

To**\ gtfft *®> v 




58 i8 


8 


6 13 


9* 


9 2 
615 


6 



4 7 


• 


416 


8 


»3 2 


6 
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Sterling. 

5*7£ chords of wood, at 4s* 8d. ilcrling per £. s. dm 
chord 118 6 9 

I84 pounds of candles, at is. ^d. fterling per 
pound 

Allowances to the foldiers for utenfils, at 93d. 
each 

A labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. fter- 
ling a day 

To (traw for oo beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 

To brooms for 29 rooms, at 3s* per room a 
year 

To fweeping 29chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- 
ney a year 

To-15 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year, in 
lieu of bedding 

Sterling £. 222 2 io| 
No. of 

MlCHILLIMACKlNAC. ' Rooms. 

A commandant by appointment 2 

a Companies and 5 matroffes, &c. 13 

Commiffary of provifions 1 

Indian commiffary and interpreters \\ 

Chords Pounds of 

of Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 17I rooms, at 175 chords per 

room a year . 306J 

Candles for 17! rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 455 

One guard-room 17*. 91 

Total 323^ 546 
Sterling, 
323A chords pf wood, at 4s. 8d. fterling per £. s. d. 

chord 75 10 o 

546 pounds of candles, at is. 6d. fterling per lb. 40 19 O 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9^d. each 4 63$ 
To ftraw for 54 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 410 
To brooms for 19 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 217 o 
To fweeping 19 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 3 3 4 

" Carried ovei itj* \fc i\ 



A. 1776. " D E B AT^S, 95* 

Brought over £• 130 16 J{ 
To a perfon to aft for the barrack-maftcr who is 

at Detroit, at is. fterling per day . 18 5 o 

To 9 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year in lieu . 

of bedding 7 17 6 



Sterling £. 156 19 If 

■ ; ' NO. Of 

Fort Ontario. Rows. 

i| Company io 

1 Lieutenant . •% i 
11 Matrofles, &c. 1 artificer I Roy. artillery 1 

Conduftor J i| 

Commiflary of provifions % 

Indian commiflary and interpreters tg 

Barrack-mafter I 

16 

Chords. Pounds of 

offVood, Candles* 
Wood for 16 rooms, at 17 1 chords per room 
. a year . 280 
Candles for 16 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 416 

Officers 9 guard-room 17! 91 

Men's ditto 17 j 91 

Total 314* 598 

Sterling. £. s. d. 

3144 chords of frood, at 3s. 6d. fterling per chord 55 1 4 

598 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per lb. 29 18 o 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9^d. 

fterling each 3 II 3 
To a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. a 

day 926 

To ftraw for 48 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 3 12 o 

To brooms for 18 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 2 14 o 
To fweeping 18 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim* 

ney a year 3 p O 
To 9 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year, in lieu 

of bedding 7 17 6 

«*- 






*6 . PARLIAMENTARY Ai tj 7 d* 

No. yf 
Fort Stanwix. Rooms* 

Half a company and 4 matroffes 4 

Chords of Pounds qf 
Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 4 rooms, at 17* chords per room 

a year 70 

Candles for 4 rooms* at 261b. ditto ditto 104 

One guard-room 17J 91 

Total 87} 195 

Sterling. £. s. d. 

I7* chords of wood, at 3s. fterKng per chord 13 20 

195 pounds of candles, at is. ftcrling per pound 915-0 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9^d. • 

fterling each 139 
To a perfon to a£i for the barrack-mafter, who is 

at Fort Ontario, at 6d. a day 926 

To (iraw for 18 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 170 

To brooms for 5 rooms, at 3s, per room per year 015 o 

To fweeping 5 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per year 016 8 

To 1 officer, in lieu of bedding per year 017 6 

Sterling £. 36 19 5 

No. of 
Fort Giorge. Rooms. - 

Half a company and 3 matroffes, &c. 4 
Conduftor o| 

Barrack-mafter 1 

Chords of Pounds of % 
Wood. Candles* 
Wood for 51 rooms, at 1 7! chords per room 

a year 96$ 

Candles for $\ rooms, at 361b. ditto ditto 143 

One guard-room 17^ 91 

Total 113^ 234 

Sterling* 



A, in$* P E B A T| S f * 9} 

Sterling. £. s. d f 
j I $J 2 chords of wood, at 3s. fterling per chord - j 7 p ^ 
?34 P°unds of candles, at is. fterling per lb. II 14. o 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. each I 2 'itf 
To draw for 18 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 170 
To brooms for 7 rooms, at 3s.. per room a year X 1 o 
To fweeping 7 chimqies, at 3s. 4d. each per year I 3 4 
7"o 3 officers, at 17s. 6d. ^ach per year in lieu 

pf bedding * % \% 6 

■ ■ 1 ■ ■ . 3 
Sterling £.& i 6| 

No. <f 

Crown Pqint and Ticonderog a. Rooms. 

% Companies * 13 

i Lieutenant <s 1 

>6 Matroffesj&c. 2 artificers !« _,.„ ti 

Commiflary J I 

B^rrack-mafter t 

pommiflary of provifions 1 

*9 

- Chords of Pounds if 

Wood. CavdU* 
yVood for 19 ropras, at 17I chords per room 

a year 332J 

Candles for 19 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 494 

Officers' guard-rpom 173. 91 

Men's ditto 174 .9,1 



Total 367^ 676 
Sterling. £. s> d* 
3674 chords of wood, at 3$. fterling per chord 551 6 
676 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per lb. 33 16 + 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9|d. 

fterling each 4 16 | 

^o a labourer to deliver out the wood, at 6d. a 

day v 926 

To draw for 63 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 4 14 6 

To brooms for 1 1 rooms at 3s. per room a year I 13 o 

To fweeping u chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- 

" ney a year "' t 16 8. 



$*ttfe&orct- w> ^ ^ 



9t f ARJUAMENTARY A* «77^ 

Brought over ill o 9 
7"o 11 officers, at 17$, 6d. each per year in lieu 

of bedding 9 12 6 



Sterling £. 130 13 



3 



#AMFA*. 



A regiment and five companies 
Two Lieutenants 



?nants -\ 
ore-keeper J 



Surgeon 

m Matroffes, 

Condu&or 

Ordnance (lore-keeper. 

Engineer 

Commiftary of mufters 

Barrack-mafter 

George's Ifland 



Royal artillery 



No. of 
Jtoomim 

», t 

o* 

1* 
oi 

1 

I 

x 
1 

i 

i8a| 



Chords of Pounds of 
tVood. Candles* 



Wood for io2f rooms, at 1 7$ chords per 

* room a year l 793$ 
Candles for 102I rooms, at 261b. dittoditto 

Officers* main guard-room 17! 

Men's ditto 26 

Five town guards 86f 



2065 

9* 
9i 

44S 



* Total 1923I 330a 

1923J chords of wood, at 1 is. fterling per £* r. d. 

chord 
3302 pounds of candles, at 9d. fterling per lb. 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 

9Jd. fterling each 
Adiftant to the barrack-mafter, at is. 6d. 

fterling per day 
A labourer to deliver out the wood, at is. 

fterling per day 

Carried over 1257 12 8J 



1058 I 
123 16 


I 


30 2 


& 


27 7 


6 


?8 S 






A, 177& 



D E BATES. 



Brought over 19571a 8| 
To ftraw for 381 beds, at is. 6d. fterling 

per bed a year 28 1 1 6 

To brooms for 83 rooms, at 3s. per room 

a year . 12 9 o 

To fweeping 83 chimnies, at 3s. 4<L per 

chimney a year 13 16 8 

T° 18 officers, at 1 7s. 6d. each per year, in 

Jieu of Redding 15 15 9.. 



Sterling £. j 


1328 4 


■Ol 


Annapolis Royal. 


No 


•V 






Rooms. 


* 


I Company apd 5 matroflTes, &c. 


7 




1 Lieutenant, Royal Apjllery 








Chaplain 








Surgeon 








Commiflary of provifions 








Commiflary of mufters 








JJarrack-mafter general 










'3 

Chords Pounds of 




offVood 


'. Candles 


. 


Wood fojr 13 rooms, at 17I chords 








per room a year 


227f 






Candles for 13 rooms, at 261b. ditto 








ditto 




338 




One guard-room 


jn 


9» 




Total 


*44i 


429 




$44£ chords of wood, at us. fterling per 


£- '• 


A- 


chord 




»34 J S 


2 


429 pounds of candles, at iod. fterling per 






pound 




17 17 


6 


Allowances to the foldiers for utenfils, at 


9id. 






each ' 




* S 


n 


To ft raw for 30 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a 


year 


* 5 





To brooms for 14 rooms, at 3s. per room a 






; year 




2 2 






Cam^oNtx \*a * ^ 



«eo PARLIAMENTARY A. 177*. 

Brought oyer £. 159 % 9$ 
To (Weeping 14 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chim- 
ney a year 2 6 $ 
Tfo 9 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year in 
)igu of bedding 7 17 6 

. » ' . j" ■■» 

Sterling £. 169 611$ 

- Fort Freperick. No. of % 

Rooms, 
I Company and 3 matrofles, &c, 6§ 

Storekeeper a&tng as barrack-iqafter j 

7* 

Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. Cpndie*. 
Wood for 7f rooms at 17$ chords per jrpom * 

a year 131* 

Candles for 7$ rooms, at 26 pounds ditto ditto 19 c 

OneguanUroom 17} 91 

Total 148A 28$ 



14.8 A chords of wood, at us. fterling per £. j. V, 

chord 81 14 5 

286 pounds of candles, at iod. fterling per lb. j 1 i§ 4 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at g±d. 

fterling each 2 3 64 

To ftraw for 27 beds, at is. 6d. fterling per 

bed a year % p 6 

To brooms for nine rooms at 3s. fterling per . 

room a year 1 7 ty 

To (weeping nine chimnies, at 3s. 4d. fterling 

per chimney a year . I 10 a 

To three officers, at 1 7s. 6d. each, in lieu of 

bedding 2 *I2 6 

To a perfon a£ttng as barrack-mafter at is, 

fterling per day 18 5 p 

Sterling £. 121 II 3! 



A, 1776. • g B A T £ S: ' - -. am 

F chit Cumberland. Amu. 

a Companies 13 
Store -Jceeper aftingas barrack-maf- 

tcr 1 

tffroed. Candles. 
Wood for 14 rooms, at 1 7$ chords per room 

a year • 245 

Candles for.4 rooms, at a61b. ditto ditto 364 

One guard-room 17*. 91 

total 2624 45$ ; 

a6o| chonjs of wood, at r£s. fterling per chord 157 8 o 
455 pounds of candles, at ipd. per pound *• <9 * " 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9}d. 

fferlfageacfi 463! 

To ftraw for 54 beds, at is. 6cf. per bed a year 410 
iTo brooms for 1 5 rooms, at 3s, per room per year 2 $ O 
To fweeping 15 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per year 2 10 o 
To 6 officers, at 17s. 6d.each, in lieu of bedding c 5 a 
Tdaperfonadlingasbarraclc-mafter 18 5 b 



Sterling £. aia. 19 si 

Louisboueo. No. of 

Four companies and 4 matroflfes, &c. 27 

Staff of the Garrifon. 

Bafrack-maftcr 1 

Chaplain 1 

Surgeon ' % 

Town adjtrtiaitt ' * 

Comimflary of (tore* i 

Vol, V* H CUUtw** 



«*2 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177*. 

Chaldrons. Bufhels. Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. Candles. 
Coals for 32 rooms, at 7s. 

per chaldron. 
13 bufhels per room, a year 235 20 

Wood for 32 rooms, at 3I 

chords per room a year ioi-j- 

Candlesfor 32 rooms, at 

261b. ditto ditto 832 

Two officers' guard-rooms 18 24. 1&2 

Two men's ditto 18 24 162 

Total 272 32 loij. 1196 

£. s. J. 
272 chaldrons 32 bufhels coals, at 15s. fterling 

per chaldron 204 13 4 

101 \ chords of wood, at 12s. fterling per chord 60 16 o 
1 1 go pounds of candles, at o,d. per pound 44 17 o 

Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, atojd. each 8 7 to 
To ftraw for 108 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 820" 
To brooms for 36 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 580 
To fweeping 36 chimnies,at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 600 

To 17 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding 14 17 6 
Te affiftant to the barrack-mafter, as is. per day 185 o 

Sterling /*. 371 6 8 
St. John's Island* No. of 

Rooms. 
2 Companies 13 

Commiffary of provifions 1 

*4 

Chords Pounds of 
of IVood. Candles. 
Wood for 14 rooms, at 25J chords per 

room a year 353* 

Candles for 14 rooms, at 26 pounds ditto 

ditto 364 

One guard-room 28 91 

Total 381* 45S 



A, 177& DEBATES, 103 

38 ig chords of wood, at 4$. 8d. fterling per 

chord 89 o 4 

455 pounds of candles, at 9d. fterling per lb. 17 t 3 
Allowance to the foldiers tor utenfils, at 9^d. 

fterling each 424 

To draw for 54 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 4 1 q 

To brooms for 15 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 2 5 o 
To fweepmg i5chimnies, at 3s. 4d. per chimney 

a year 2 10 o 

To 7 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 62 6 
To a perfon a&ing as barrack-matter, at is. per 

day 18 5 o 

Sterling £. 133 75 

Mobile. No. of 

Rooms* 
A regiment 59 

Chords Pounds of 
ofFFood. Candles^ 
Wood for 59 rooms, at 9| chords per room 

a year 575J 

Candles for 59 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 1534 

Officers' guard-room 8 J. 91 

Men's ditto 13 91 

Total 596H 1716 

£. s. d. 

596*$ chords of wood, at 14s. fterling per chord 41 7 15 4 

1716 pounds of candles, atud. fterling per lb. 78 13 O 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9^d. 

fterling each 18 11 3§ 
To draw for 228 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 17 20 
To brooms for 6 1 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 930 
To fweeping 61 cbimnies, at 3s* 4d. each per 

year 10 3 4 
To 31 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- . 

ding 27 2 6 
To a perfon a&ing for th*barrack-mafter, at 

is. per day 18 5 o 






to* PARLIAMENTARY £. 197* 

PlNSACOLA. RMM< 

A regiment, excepting the garri- 

fon of Apalachie 5a 

3 Lieutenants ^ % 

35 Matroffcs,&Crl > Royal artillery 
5 Artificers Si * 

Fort-majpr 
Barrack-mafter 
Engineer 

Commiflary of proviGons 
Commiflary of mutters 
A fdrgeon and 6 mates 4 

66 

Cfor <fc Pounds 9/ 
tffVood. Candles. 
Wood for 66 rooms, at 9$ chords per room 

a year 643} 

Candles for 66 rooms, at a6Jb. ditto dkto 17 16 

•Officers 1 guard-room * Z\ 91 

Men's ditto I* 91 

Guard on Rofe Ifland 8$ 9s 

Ditto at Campbell-town 8f 91 

Total 68ift 2080 

682A chords of wood, at 14s. fterling per chord 477 12 % 

2080 pounds of candles, at iod. fterling per lb. 86 13 4 
Allowance to the foldiers for utcniik, at 9§d* 

fterling each tn 12 Jf 
To ftraw for 216 beds, at is. 6d, per bed a year 10 4 a 
To brooms for 70 rooms, at 3s. per room a year f o to* o 
To f weeping 70 chimnies, at 3s. 41k each per year 11 34 
To 40 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bed- 
ding 3c o o- 
To affiftant to the harraxk-mafter, at is. a day 18 50 



Sterling £. 673 o x| 
Af a la* 



JL 177ft DEB AT ES. f$ 

No. of 

APALACHIE. JJWau, 

I Captain, % fubalterds, 2 fergeaiits, 

. 2 drummers, 60 rank ana file 7 

Afting barrack-mafor 1 



Chords Pounds of 
ef Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 8 rooms, at 9$ chords per room 

a year 78 

Candles for 8 rooms, at a61b« jditto ditto 208 

Ohe guard-room 8f 91 

Total 86} 299 

£• * * 

J6f chords of wood 9 at 4s. 8d. fterling per 

chbrd 90 4" t 

299 pounds of candles, at iod. per pound 12 9 2 

Allowance to the ibldiers for utenfils,* at 9|d. 

each 2 10 8 

To ftraw for 30 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 2 50 
To brooms for 9 rooms at 3s. per room per year 1 7 Q 
To (Weeping 9 chimnies, at 3s, 4d. each per year 1 10 O 
To 3 officers, at 17s. 6d. each, in lieu of bedding 2 12 6 
To a perfon adting as barrack-mafter, at is* per 

day 18 5 o 

Ste&rig £. 61 3 5 

No. of 

St. Augustine. Morns. 

7 Companies ' 46 

I Captain s I 

1 Lieutenant of 

,48 Matroffes, &c. 4 

Chaplain I 

Coramiflary of provifionS 1 

Engineer I 

Barrackrmafter % ■('•' 

A furgeon and 2 mates 2 



57i 



H 3 



Qftrta 



io6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177^ 

Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. Candles* 



\ At the Fort 



Wood for 57$ rooms, at 9! chprds per room 
a year 

Candles for 57^ rooms, at 26lb. ditto ditto 
Officers' room 
Men's ditto 
Main officers' room 
Ditto men's ditto 13 

Barrier oj- 

Picalata 8* 

Melanzes 8i 

Mofa 8t 

Total 63?$ 

638J chords of wood, at 7;. fterling per chord 223 
2223 pounds of candles, at gd. fterling per lb. 83 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9§d. 

fterling each 16 

To ft raw for 204 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 15 
To brooms for 42 rooms, at 35. per room a year 6 
To fweeping 42 chimnies, at 3s. 4d. each per year 7 
To affiftantto the barrack-mailer, at is. a day 18 



Sterling £. 369 18 % 
Fort Chartres. No. of 

Rooms. 
A regiment, 5 matrofles, &c« 59 

Engineer i 

Barrack- mafter 1 

Commiffary of provisions 1 

Chords Pounds of 
of Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 62 rooms, at itf chords per room 

a year 844! 

Candles for 62 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto 1612 

Officers' guard-room '3 9* 

Men's ditto 19I 91 

Total 877* 1794 



A. 177ft DEBATES. £7 

£. s. d. 
877! chords of wood, at 4s. 8d. fterling per chord 204 13 jo 
1*794 pounds of candles, at is. fterling per lb. 89 14 © 
Allowance to the foictiers for utenfils, at 9^d. 

fterling each - f 18 15 3 

To ftraw for 228 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 17 20 
To brooms for 64 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 912 o 
To fweeping 64 chimnies, at 3s, 44. per chim- 
ney a year 10 13 4 
To 34 officers, at 17s. 6d. each per year 29 15 o 
To affiftant to the barrack-mafter at is. per day 18 50 

Sterling £. 398 10 5 

Fort Pitt. JNq. of 

Rooms. 
2 Companies 13 

1 Lieutenant I 

19 Matroffes, &c. 7 artificers a 

Condudor - * l - o{ 

Barrack-mafter 1 

Commiflary of provifions 1 

Indian commiffary and interpreters 1$ 

■'■ 20 
Chords Pounds of 
ofWood* Candles. 
Wood for 20 rooms, at 17! chords per ropm 

a year 350 

Candles for 20 rooms, at 261b. ditto ditto £20 

Officers' guard-room 17 \ 91 

Men's ditto 173. 91 

Total 3844 703 

384! chords of wood, at 3s. 6d. fterling per 

chord 67 6 4 

702 pounds of candles, at is. 6d. fterling per lb. 52 13 O 
Allowance to the foldiers for utenfils, at 9*d, 

each 5211 

To ft raw for 44 beds, at is. 6d. per bed a year 3 6 o 
To brooms for 22 rooms, at 3s. per room a year 360 

Carried oyer i^i H ^ 
H 4 ^ 



^ PARLIAMENTARY 4*4*764 

Brought over £• 131 14 j 
To fweeping 22 chirnnies, at 3s. 4d. per chiqi? 
' ney a tear ,.:" 3 U 4k 

To 1 1 officers, at 17s. 6d. caclj per ye^T in lieu, 

of bedding } ]} 6| 

To a labourer to deliver out the wood at 6d. 9 

day ft * 5 



-1 



Sterling £.154 a 
Fort Charlotte. A>, of 

Rooms. . 
._ - 1 Serjeant and 17 rank and file 2 

Chords Pounds of £. s. <& 
of m*4? Candles. 
Wood for 2 rooms, at 13I 
chords per ipom a year, 
at 48. 8d. fterling per 

chord 37 £ 67 a 

Candles for % rooms, at 261b. 
ditto ditto, at iod. fterling 

per pound 5a % 3 4 

Allowance to the (q!4iers far 

utenfils, at9|d. fterling each o 14 3 

To ftraw for 9 beds, at is. 6d. 

per bed a yeajr o 13 6 

To brooms for 2 rooms, at 3$, 

per room a ye^r o 6 Q 

To fweepjng 2 chimnies, at 

3s, ^d. per chimrjey a year o 6 & 

Sterling .£. ip io 11 
Fort Prince George. M. of 

Rooms* 
I Enfign 1 

1 Sergeant, j drummer, and 22 rank and file % 

3. 
Chords of Pounds of £. $. 4L 
- Wood. Candles. 
Wood for 3 rooms, at the 
above-mentioned allowance 
and price 40 J 9 10 9 

Catmdavct <) \o ^ 



o 19 o 



4,17*6* pglATEl -m*. 

Bright oyer .£.9 10 
Candles fpr dittA ditto 781b. 3 5 9 

Allowance to the foldiers fbf 

uteniils, at 9|d. each 
Tfo ftfarc.fpr i$V4fc at J$. 64? 

per bed a year ft *8 p> 

T.q Wopips for 3 rooms , at 3$. 

per room a year 9 9 9 

^p fvrsepmg 3 chimnies, at 

3s. 4<L each per year p *o a 

*jp l o%er, in lieu of bed- . 

ding q 17 <j 

Sterling £. 16 93 

Foji^ AtrsuaWu No.tf 

Room*. 
I Lieutenant I 

* Sergeant, 1 dry mmer, and 30 rank and file 3 

. 4" ' / 
phorft Pounds of £• & d+ 
cf FVood. Catrfks* 
Wood for 4 room*, at iji 

chords per room a year, at 

4s. 8d. per chord ^{ 12 14 4 

Candles for ditto, at a61b. per 

room a year, at iod. ftejling 

perpptmd |04 r 4 6 5 

Allowance to the foldiers for 

utenfils 9 at9fd.iterllrigeact^ ^ S. 4 

To ftraw for 16 beds, at is. 6d« 

per bed a year 140 

T& brooms fpr 4 rooms at 

3s. per room a year 012 o 

To fweeping 4 cbimnies, a( 

3s. 4d. each per year o 13 4 

To 1 officer, |n ljeii of bedr 

ding q 1.7 6 

w ■ ii ■ tm 

Sterling £. 21 13 * 

Fo*T FmDlERICK. iVi. of 

Rooms. 

f.pojgpraj w4 9, privates \ 



C3wrte 



I 



UO PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 

Chords Pounds of £. s* of. 
of Wood. Candles. " 
Wood for i room, at the above 

allowance and price 13 J 33 

Candles for ditto ditto 26 t I 

Allowance to the foldier? for 

utenfils, at o^d. each o 7 it 

To ftraw for 5 beds, ?*t js*6d« 

per bed a year !; ■ " ■ 7 6 b 

To brooms for 1 room, a year .'' "P 3 O 

To fweepingt chimney a year f 6 3 'ay 

* n ■ 

Sterling £.370 

Detail of the expenfe of an allowance $0 officers, mlieu oflodging$ 
in.garrifons where there are no officers' barracks. 



At Quebec, 






Quebec Currency. Stirling* 

£. 8p O O 


4 Field officers, at 20I. each 


1 4 Captains, it i?L each 
34 Subalterns, at 9I. each 


168 


306 


8 Staff officers, at ditto 


72 Q p 


2 Captains 


34 q 


1 Lieutenant 


900 


1 Surgeon 


900 


Chaplain 


12 9 O 


Barrack-mafter 


12 O O 


Comroifiary of provifions 


12 O O 


Commiflary of muflers 


12 O O 


Surgeon 


12 O O 




728 O O 566 4 5 


Tbree Rivers. 


3 Captains, at 12I. each 
6 Subalterns, at 9I. each 


36 O 


54 O O 


Bariack-mafter 


12 O 




102 79 6 8 




Carried orer 645 1 1 1 




'NVwt- 



$r I97& \ DEBATES, %x% 

Montreal. 

Quebec Currency. Staling* 

Bropght pycr £. 64$ 1 1 1 

a Field officers, at 20I. each £. 40 Q o 

9 Captains, at 13}. etwh 108 o o 

22 Subalterns, ,at 9I. each 198 o o 

8 Staff officers, at 9I. each ;} O 

Royal Artillery. 
I Captain WOO 

1 Lieutenant , 900. 

Condu&or - 900 

Staff of the gat rifyt, as captains. 
Town-niajor 1200 

JJarrack-mafter 12 o o 

.Chaplain J2 00 

Commiffary of provifiqns 12 o o 

Provoft-naarflial 12 o o 

508 o o 395 t % 



Halifax. 

Sterling. 

To the field officer commanding 30 o o 

To 3 field officers, at 20I. each . 60 o o 
To 7 captains, at 5s. a week, 1 3U 

each 91 o o 
To 17 fubaltern*, at 3**6d. a week, 

9L 2s. each 154 14 o 

To 4 ftaff officers, at ditto ditto 36 8 o 

Staff qf the garrifon, as captains s * 
Qrdnance ftorekeeper 1300 

Engineer 13 o o 

Commiflary of mufterf 13 00 

Barrack-mafter 13 00 



St. Auoustihe. 
To a field officer commanding 30 o o 
To 7 captains, at 5s. per week, 

13'i. each 91 o Q 

To 14 fubalterns, at 3s. 6d. each 

per week, 9I. 2s. 127 8 o 

To 4 ftaff officers, ditto ditto 36 8 o 



424 2 



Carried over aH *& ° *^ ^* 



n% PARLIAMENTARY htfj** 

Sterling. Sterling. 

Brought over 284 16 o 1464 15 3 

Royal Artillery* 

To 1 captain ?j o o 

To x lieutenant 9*0 

Stafcftlegarrifon, 

Chaplain 13 6 <* 

Commiffary of pr<mikta$ 13 o o 

Engineer 13 o o 

Barrack-matter 13 o o 

Surgeon 15 ^ c* 1 . 

1 Mates, at 9I, 2S,ea*H 18 4 d 

•ji li i. . " t 390- * o 

String £. 18*4 tf 5 

(Signed)* James Robertson, 

Barrack-mafter-generaL 



A trne copy. Barringtoh • 



Eftimate of expenfes attending two troops of rangers efcu 
blifhed for the fecurity and prdtedion of the province ot 
Georgia, and paid by bills drawn from time to tithe, 
on the deputy pay m after-general by the governor of fai<£ 
province, the amount of which are charged by warfaht 
to the extraordinary expenfes of his- Majefty's forces iflt 
North America, the faid troops having been kept up in 
purfuance of orders from home, till his Majefty's plea* 
fure fhall be-further fignified. 

Stirling. 

Firft troop, Captain John Mi Hedge's, at an £. s. JL 
average per annum 2218 o o 

Second troop, Captain James Edward 

Powell's, at ditto ditto 2642 3 p 



JUL 



Difference between theneat bills drawn on 
the deputy pay mart er-general agreeable to 
the mufter-rolls, and the money which is 
obliged to be paid to him at the current 
rate of exchange calculating it at £*i8o 



486b ^ 



tftw 



A. 1776, DEBATES. uj 

£*. A 

3 ° 

New Yotk cnrreacy> for each £. ioo far- 
ling, amounts to 143 o t 

Total exptnfe againft the crown, per annum, 

at an average 5103 3 a 

N. B, A difference m*y arife from the exchanges flu&ua- 

ting, as likewifc from deaths, defections, See* io iztk 

troops. 
Made out agreeable to the txpeafe attending die fame Jail 

year* ... 

trar-offiti. Bab ring tow. ' 

An eftimate of the expenfes incurred in one year, for car* 
rying on his Majefty's fervice in North America, in the 
department of the comraiflary-general of flores and pro- 
vifioQS, commencing the 25th of Dec. 1765, and ending 
the 24th of Dec. 1766. 

At New York. Sterling. 

For an affiftant comptroller of 

accounts and ftoppages, at 

5s. 6cL per day , 100 7 6 

Clerk in the office, at 4s. 8d. 

per day 85 3 4 

Infpe&or of provifions, at 4s. 

per day 73 o o 

Cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at 2s. per day 

each 73 o o 

Stationary for the offices and 

out-pofts 37 6 & 

Poftage of letters, and packets. 

of vouchers, from the o.ut* 

pods, &c. 16 o o 

Rent of ftore-honfes, cellar, 

and office 150 o o 

Firewood and candles for the 

office 20 o O 

Cartage of provifions, &c. 10 00. 

Coramiffrry- general^ houfe-rent 50 o Q 
Affiftant comptroller's ditto 30 o o 

Carried oTer ■ fcqft w <* 

i 



ti4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177& 

£• *• &• £• *• £• 

Brought over 699 1% 6 

Albany*- 
For one deputy commiflary, at 

5s. per day 91 50 

One cooper, at 38. per day 54. 15 o 

One labourer, at 2s. per day 3610 o 



Forts George and Edward* 
For one deputy commiflary, till 

the 24th Sept. 17669 274 days, 

at 5s. per day 68 10 o 

Two labourers, till ditto, at 2s. 

per day 54 16 o 

One affiftant commiflary, from 

25th Sept. to 24th Dec. x 766, 

91 days, at is. per day 411 o 

Crown Point and Ticon- 
dbroga. 
For one deputy commiflary, at 

5s. per day 91 5 o 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at 2s. per day 73 o o 

Schenectady. 
For one deputy commiflary, till 

30th April 1766, being 127 

days, at 5s. per day 31 15 o 

One labourer, 365 days, at 2$. 

per day 36 10 o 

Fort Stanwix. 

For one deputy commiflary, till 
24th Oft. 1766, being 304 
days, at 5s. per day 76 o o 

Cooperage and labour, till ditto, 

304 days, at is. per day 1540 

A Tergeant, as ifluer of provi- 
sions, from 25 O&. to 24 Dec. 
1766, 61 days, at is. per day 3x0 



182 10 o 



127 17 o 



219 



68 5 o 



9* 5 o 



Carried over 1391 9 6 



♦ -* £• s* d* jr* $• d* 

Brought over 1391 9 6 

East End Meida Lake. 
For a fergeant, as iffuer of provi- 
fions, till 4th May 1766, be. 
ing 131 days, at is. per day 6 it o 

Fort Brevbrton. 
For a fergeant, as iffucr of provi- 
fions, till 30th March 1766, . 
being 97 days, at is. per day 4170 

Fort Ontario and Onon* 

dago Falls. 
For one deputy commiffary, at 

5s. per day 91 5 o -.1 " ' 

One cooper, &t 3$. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at as. per day 

each 73 ° 



Oswegatchie and Fort 

William Augustus. 
For one deputy commiffary, at 

5s. per day . 91 5 o 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, aft 2s. per day 

each 73 00 

Niagara and Lit'tlb" 
Landing. 
for one deputy commiffary, at' 

5s. per day 91 5 o 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 15 o 

Two labourers, at as. per day each 73 o o 

Little Niagara. 

For one deputy commiffary, till 

June 24, 1 82 days, at 5s. per day 45 10 o 

One cooper, 365 days, at is. do. 54 15 o 

For a fergeant, as iffuer of provi- 
sions, from June 25, 183 ditto, 
at is. per day 9 3 <* 



a 19 o o 



2x9 9 o 



2x9 o o 



109 



fcamt&oTO a\^ ^ *> 
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£. f. d. /. #. A 

Brought orer 2109 5 6 

Fort Erie. 

For one deputy commiflary, at 

58. per day 91 5 6 

One labourer, at as. ditto 36 10 o 



Ml 



"7 *5 «► 



DETROIT. 

For one deputy commiflary^ at 

5s. per day 91 5 * 

One cooper, at 3$. per day 54 15 o 

- One labourer, at 2s. per aay 36 10 o 

, ' ■ ' ■» ■■•' ' >■ t8a 10 -4 

MlCHILLIMAKtYTAC* 

, For one deputy eommiflafy* at 

5s. per day 91 5 o 

One labourer, at 2s. per day 36 xo o 



Pennsylvania. 

For one infpe&or of provisions 
on the whole communication 
to 04 March 1766, being 90 
days, at 5s. per day 22 10 o 

Hiding charge* to ditto* ditto, at 

S. per day 13 10 o 

urfed on account of the crown 
by the infpe&or 6 8 ii| 

For one infpe&or of provifions, 
from the 3d June to 24th Dec. 
1766* being 205 days, at 5s* 
per day 51 5 o 

Riding charges to ditto, for 20J 
days, at 3s. per day 30 15 o 

Pknsacola. 
For one deputy commiflary* at 

5s. per day 9* 5 o 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 *S o 

One labourer, at as. per aay 36 10 o 



i*7 *S • 



124 8 11$ 



182 10 o 



Carried over a^\^ \ <& 



Aw.177-6- DEBATES. _ n% 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Brought over 2914 4 5I 

Mobille. 
For one deputy commiflary, at 

5s. per day 9150 

One cooper, at 3s. per day • 54 15 o 

One labourer, at 2s. per day 36 10 o 



Fort Chartres, and depen- 
dant Ports. 
For one deputy commiflary, at 

5s. per day 91 50 

One afliftant commiflary, at 7s. 

New York currency per day, 

equal to 74 ip 5 

One cooper, at 3s. per day 54 ij o 

Two labourers, at 2s. per day 

each 73 o o 



182 10 o 



293 10 5 



New Providence. 
For an ifluer of provifions, ftore- v 

houfe, rent, ftationary , &c. the 

whole at 3s. 6d. per day 48 12 6 

Bermudas. 
. For an ifluer of provifions, ftore- 
houfe, rent, ftationary, &c. the 
whole at 3s. 6d. per day 48 12 6 

Incidental Charges atfundry 
Places, 
For the pay of a deputy com mi f- 
fary, who was arretted and de- 
tained in the fervice, to defend 
. a lawTuit on account of the 
crown, from ift March 1764^ 
to 30th April 1766, being 791 
days, at 4s. 8d. per day 184 11 4 

Forvi&ualling Captain Stirling's 
detachment at the Illinois, and 
on their paflage down the 
river Mifliflippi, until their 
arriVal at Penfacola 548 13 8 



Carried over V^l ^ "^^ 

Vox. V. I 



If 8 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 

£ . s. d. £. x. d. 
Brought over 3487 9 I of 

For the deputy commiflary, 
taken off from Little Niagara, 
and fcnt to Detroit, while the 
deputy commiflary came down 
to New York, to fettle his ac- 
counts in my office (which 
were intricate, on account of 
the late Indian war, and the 
expedition under Colonel Brad- 
ftreet, and returns again to his 
ftation, from 25th June, to 
24th Dec. 17661 being 183 
days, at 5s. per day 45 1 5 o 

For pay to two fergeants, for if- 
fuing provifions to fundry par- 
ties of men, of different regi- 
ments, at Elizabeth Town, 
New Jerfey, from 30th May 
to 16th Sept. 1766, being no 
days, at 6d. fter ling per day 2 15 o 

■ 781 15 o 



Total £.4269 4 io§ 

Salt for repicklingand preferving provifions, nails, chalk, 
and cooper's tools, with repairs of ftorehoufes, ice. &c. can- 
not be ascertained. 

(Signed) Robert Leake, Commiflary. 
War-Office. Barrington. 

Eftimate of the expenfes of the works at the forts in the dif- 
tri& of New York for 1766. 

New fork 
Michillimackinac. Currency* 

Repairing of the bark roofs of the 

houfe may coft 20 o o 

Cutting the bru(h and clearing 
round the fort, %o men 4 days, 
at 1 od. each per day 1 13 4 

Carried over 21 ij 4 



A. 1776. DEBATES. 119 

New Tori Currency. 

Brought over £. 21 13 4 

Corporal to ditto, at V$. per day 040 

Glafs and nails wanted \ 11 15 o 

Furtherrepairsneceflaryatthatpoft 15 p o 



Detroit, \ 

Repairs of inhabitants' houfes oc- 
cupied by the garrifon 60 o o 

Roofing the provifion ftorehoufe 80 o o 

Flooring, doors for ditto, and other 

conveniences of fills, &e. 30 o Q 

Furniftiing the officers' and foWiers* 
barracks with clofets, tables, 
(tools, &Vc. 25 o o 

pallifadoing the barrack-yard from 

the town, and gates to the fame roo 00 

A well and pump in ditto 1600 

Levelling barrack-yard, and mak- 
ing drains, and a neceflary 25 o ~b 

Repairs of the hofpital 30 O O 

A new guard- houfe, two ftory high, 
with a platform at top, for two 
cannon to be ere&ed at the gate, 
in manner of a flrong tower, to 
defend the entrance of the town 
on that fide 130 O O 

Lieut. Brehm's pay for 1766, as 
affiftant engineer employed prin- 
cipally in completing the fur- 
vey of the colony 219 © o 

Ovfcrfeer and paym after of the 

works,, at 4s. per day 7300 

Stores of different kinds, as per lift 

delivered with ftationary 53 8 o 

N. B. The large ftockade ought 
to be kept in repair- by the inha- 
bitants and traders. 

Fort Erie. 
The wall to be raifed 60 feet with 

a fingle log, will cqft 25 



2 4 



841 8 o 






Mo PARLIAMENTARY A. t 77 6. 

New York Currency i 
Brought over £. 914 10 4 

Relaying the officers' room floor, 

and putting the barracks in order 65* 

N. B. If for a little more the above 

can be done in ftone, as the wall 

is already five feet high of ma- 

fonry, whether it is not more eli- 
gible? 

Niaoara. 
If the towers propofed to plunge 

into the ditches and flank the 

land front of this fort are con- 

ftru&ed, they would coft about 

300I. each ; but if fuch are de- 
termined on, it would be beft to 

prepare only the materials this 

year ; however, the place is now 

in good repair; perhaps fome 

ftockades may be wanting, and 

the gates put in order 50 o o 

Ontario will want nothing done, 

but a new magazine mufl be built 

next year, if the garrifon remains 

in that port. 

OsWEGATCHIE. 

This place, by Capt. Sowers re- 
port, is very much out of repair. 
The expenfes of repairing the 
barracks, ftorehoufes, and maga- 
zine, are as follow, viz. 

To repairs neceflary at the barracks 
to accommodate the garrifon, as 
per particulars in Capt. Sower's 
eftimate £. 41 O o 

To ditto of one block- houfe, as per 

ditto 15 o o 

To ditto of officers' barracks 800 

For the fame to the baker's houfe 

and oven 600 

Ditto for the powder magazine 900 

79 o o 



Carried o>*et \o*$ \^ ^ 
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Niw York Currency* 
.; Brought over £.1049 15 4 

The fame to the provifion ftore- 
houfe, now tumbling down, as 
per ditto £. 31 o O 

For nails, hinges, and feveral other 

articles, as per ditto 40 o o 



N. B. Befides the above, the ftock- 

ades, block-houfes, and banquets, 

all in bad order. 

Albany. 
Expenfe of removing the forage 

ftore, and rebuilding it on fort 

Orania whh a cellar three feet 

under and three above ground, 

with the mafonry of the cellar, 

coft 160 O 

Repairs neceflary to fecure the ftore 

called Kilby's, and put it in 

order 45 o o 

Fort Pitt. 

The barracks will want repairs for 

the garriibn to be left there, and 

will employ five carpenters 180 

days, at is. 3d. each 51 5 o 

Sawing 5000 feet of boards, at 4s. 

per cwt. io o o 

Labourers to cut and bring timber, 

&c. 12 men, 100 days, at jod. 

per day 59 o o 

For one fergeant attending ditto • 

ditto time, at is. 6d. per day 7 10 p 

For two mafons repairing chim- 

nies, plaftering, &c. 130, at is. 

3d. each' 16 5 o 

Small articles of ftores 14 p Q 

Quarrying, limeftone, and other 

cxpenfes of burning two kilns of 

lime, 500 buftiels, at is. 6d. per; 

bufljel 37 10 o 



o 9 



205 O 9 



186 IO 






12* PARLIAMENTARY A- 177* 

Uiw Tkri Currency. 
Brought over £. 151 2 5 4 

N. B. The under-ground wooden 
magazines in this, as in all the 
other forts, are moftly decayed, 
but there will be fpare barracks 
enough to hold provifions, and 
every thing but powder. 

Rent of an office and a drawing- 
room «£• 78 6 O 

Wood for ditto 20 o O 

Paymafter and clerk of the works, 
his pay, and an allowance for 
lodging, at 5s. 8d. fterling per 
day, currency 176 8 4 

The principal draught fman, lodging 
money, at is. per day fterling, 
ditto 30 8 4 

Pay of the afliftant engineer Pitman 

at the Illinois 219 o o 

Suppofed expenfes incurred there 300 00 

Stationary for the whole . 50 o o 



873 16 8 



Poftage, carriage of (lores, &C. 60 o o 

Lieut. Pitman's arrear of pay as af* 

fiftant engineer to 31 Dec. 1765 381 6 uf 
Lieut. Brehm's dit. from 27 Aug. 

to 31 Dec. 1765 76 4 o 

Mr.Pauli, afliftant draughtfman's 

allowance of pay, from 12 Dec. 

1765, to 1 April 1766, at 5s. 

per day 27 10 o 

Repairing inftruments for furvey- 

ing, &c. 25 00 

470 © ixj 

2856 2 nj 

£.2856 2s. n|d. New York currency, at 

4s. 8d. fterling pjer dollar, is fterling j£«i666 1 8| 
War Office. 

(Signed) Harry Gordon. 

Barrivgton. 

Eftimate 
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Eftimate of expcnfes attending a regular port tp and from 
New York to Albany, which was fet on foot, and paid 
by the commander in chief, and will be continued, ^o 
proviflon being made by the poft-mafter general for the 
fame. 

Sterling. 

To two riders, falary pec annum at 8 1 1. 1 3s. 4d. f. s. 4. 
each providing their own horfes 163 6 8 

To Henry Van Schaak, for making up and dif- 

patching the mails at Albany, per annum 46 1 3 4 

T^ Alexander Golden, Efq. for ditto, at New 

York, per annum. 4-6*3 4 

256 ,13 4 

By letters to merchants, &c. fubjeft to poftage, 
at an average per annum 2p o 

Charge of the poft againft the crown %$6 13 4 

N.B. Made out agreeable to Mr, Colden, poft- 
• matter, at New York, account of the laft year* 
War-Office. 

Ba*rin«ton. 

An eftimate of the naval department oq the Lakes, for the 
year 1766. 

Boat* Carpen- Store- Sea- 
Lakes. Vef&ls. .Matters. Mates, Twain*, tere. keepers, men* 

Champlain Afloop 1 1 1 % x 6 

Ontario A fchooner * | 1 j 1 x 16 

Erie Ditto 1 1 II 1*6 

Huron Ditto % 1 11 1 16 



Total 


4 


4 4 4 


4 4 54 




Number. 


Pay per day 
or month. 


£. s. 4» 


Matters 


4 


1 os. per day 


730 
288 


Mates 


4 


61. per month 


Boatfwains 


4 


4?. per ditto 


192 


Carpenters 


5 


8s. per day 


730 


Sawyers 


* 


* 8s. per ditto 


146 


Storekeepers 


4 


as. per ditto 


146 , 


Seamen 


54 


70s. permogth 


2268 O 




£.4500 O O 






I* 


'$&»&E*fe 
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Eftimate of naval (lores neceffary for the feveral veflels on the 
Lakes for 1766. £. x. </• 

To thirteen pieces bed heavy fail duck, at 5I. 

10s. per piece 71 IO o 

Seven pieces top fail duck, 2goJ 2 yards, at 2S. per 
yard 

Twocafks for packing ditto, and carting 

One bundle of twine, 24.1b. at 2s. »d. per !b. 

Thirteen barrels of rum, 420 gallons, at 2s. 8d. 

' per gallon 

Thirteen barrels, at 4s. per barrel, cartage, fill- 
ing, and calling, 20s. 

C. q. lb. 

Two cables wt. 26 o 14 

Two tow lines 3 2 7 

Two (hrowd haw- 

fers 6 o 20 

Two coils 3 inch 

rope 320 

Four coils fmall 

ditto 2 1 19 

Three ditto 317 

Seven ditto 2 2 26 

Seven ditto 2 3 15 C. q. lb 



29 I 
18 

3 ° 





Q 


56 


O 


3 " 


O 



50 2 24 at 80s. 202 17 o 

Twenty barrels pitch, 24I. 2« ditto tar, 16I. 40 o o 
Four barrels turpentine 96s. Leather and nails 

■ for the bungs, 17s. - 5 13 'o 
Four jacks, 4 enfigns, and 4 pendants, contain- 

• ing 80 yards of narrow red, white, and blue ? 

bunting, at is. 9d. 7 14 o 
Eighty yards of broad ditto, ditto, ditto, at 

3s. 6d. 10 o o 
Making the colours 3 16 o 
Four dipfe and 4 hand leads, wt. i2olb. at 8d. 400 
Four dipfe lines, wt. 641b. at 2s. 680 
Eight hand lines, 48s. 12 log lines, 36s. 440 
Three kegs tallow, wt. 3 cwt. 10 10 6 
Three kegs for ditto, 10s. 8d. three horn lan- 
terns, 27s. 1 17 6 
Seven boxes candles, wt. 3 cwt. 12 12 o 
Seven boxes for ditto, 12s. 3d. 91b. thrumbs, 

22S. 6d. 1 14 9 



Carried o\er ^S 1 ^ 
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£. ' s. d. 
Brought over 475 7 3 
Twelve mop nails, 3s, Six fcrubbing brufh 

clamps, 12s. o 15 o 

Thirty pounds bend leather for the pumps, at 

3 s. 6d. 5 5o 

Six thoufand pump and clapper nails, at 5s., I 10 o 

Six thoufand fcupper nails, at 12s. 3 12 o 

Nine gallons linfeed oil in iron bound kegs 410 

To the kegs tor ditto, 12s. To 5ilb. white 

lead, 38s. 3d . 2 10 3 

Forty-five pounds red oker,22s. 6d. To three 

kegs for 'itto, 9s. I II 6 

Eighteen kegs lamp black, 27s. Twelve tar 

brufhes, 15s. 2 2 .0 

Six pain; brulhes, 7s. 6d. Four (hips com- 

paifes, 72s. 3 19 6 

For*y pounds fewing twine, at 2s. 6d 500 

Twenty-lour yards of canvafs, for covers for 

the' above goods 3 1 2 O 

Making and painting ditto 3100 

Two hogfheads and 1 tierce, to put the above 

articles in I 1 1 O 

Labour done in putting the leather on the 

bungs of the pitch 170 

Cartage of ditto o 13 o 

Four two-hour glades, 16s. Eight half-hour 

ditto, 1 6s. ... 1 12 o 

Twelve half and a quarter minute ditto o 18 o 

Expenfes attending floop-hire, batteau-men, 

and waggon-hire for the above goods, from 

New York to the different Lakes, at an 

average 300 o o 



Brought over 
Total expenfe of the naval department, New 
York currency 

At 4s. 8d. per dollar fterling, is £. 3102 12 1 1 

As made out by Lieut. Grant, commanding 

fa id department. 
War-Office. 
— Barrington, 



818 


16 


6 


4500 


0. 





S3rt 


16 


6 
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Eftimate of the expenfe incurred in one year in the pro* 
vinces of South Carolina and Georgia, for transporting 
provifions from the places of depofit to the forts Auguftm, 
Prince George, and Charlotte, and to three fergeants for 
ifiuing the provifions there. 

Sterling. 

To charges already tranfmitted to New York 
for tranfporting provifions from Charlef- 
town to the out-ports, for the ufe of the gar- 
rifons, from July I2> 1765, to March 2, 
1766, being 234 days, certified by Capt. £. s. d. 
Philips commanding officer 179 1 1 

To ditto for 131 days more, calculated at the 
above rate of 179I. is. id. fterling, for 234 
days IQO 4 gf / 

To three fergeants for ifluing the provifions 52 

weeks, at 1 dollar each per wpek 36 8 o 

Total 315 13 if 
(Signed) Robert Leaki. 
War-Office. Barrington. 

An eftimate of the annual expenfe of the deputy quartefv 
matter general's department in the diftrift of New Yorjt 
for the year 1766. 

£. s. 4. 

To the freight of provifions for the garrifons 
of Louifbourgand Fort Ainherft, 104 tons, 
at 3I. 8s. per ton 403 12 q 

To the freight of provifions from New York 
to New Providence and Bermuda, 50 tons, 
at 5I. New York currency per ton $50 o o 

for the tranfportation of the clothing of 2 re- 
giments from New York to Philadelphia 13 O O 

For jthe tranfportation of the clothing of one 
regiment from Philadelphia to Fort Pitt, for 
the ufe of the regiment quartered at the Il- 
linois, weighing 32 cwt, at 2I. 5s. Penn- 
fylvania currency per hundred 76 y6 p 

To the expenfe of the tranfportation of bar- 
rack-mafter general's (lores to different 
places 80 6 O 

To ditto for engineer's ftores 30 © o 



Catutdovtt %S% * O 



A. 1776. DEBA T E S. t*» 

£. -Jr. d. 
Brought over 853 8 o 

To expenfe for building 48 batteavia at Fort * 
Pitt, each at an average at 52I. is. 8d. per . 
2500I. Pennfylvania currency, equal in 
New. York currency to 2666 13 4 

Totranfporting 1640 barrels of provifi on for 
a regiment at the Illinois from Fort Pitt, at 
the rate of 36 barrels in each boat, and na- 
vigated by 7 batteau-men, being 2070 
miles to Fort Chartres, and back to Fort Pitt, 
paying each batteau-man 4I. Pennfylvania 
currency per month, and allowing 5 months 
to go a. id return, makes 20I. for each ma% 
and 140L for each boat ; the above num- 
ber of barrels will require 46 boats, and 18 
barrels over ; the whole amounting to 6440I. 
Pennfylvania currency, equal jn New York 
currency to , 6869 6 8 

Two boats more for the clothing of a regi* 
merit, and the refidue of provifion, being 
18 barrels, at the above rates, 208I. Penn- 
fylvania currency, equal in New York cur- 
rency to 298 13 4. 

To the annual expenfe of the carrying place 
of Niagara, at per contract i-ool. fterling, 
equal in New York currency to 171 15 9 

To the annual expenfe of the carrying place 

of Ticonderoga " 60 O o 

To the yearly rent of a ftorehoufe at New 

York 40 o . # 

For the foldiers* work in loading the veffels on 
the upper lakes with provifions, for the ufe 
of the back garrifons 50 9 • 

For the freight of the clothing of the differ- 
ent regiments in America, from New m 
York to Albany 20 o o 

For the expenfe oi moving4 regiments yearly 480 o o 

Stationary for the ufe of the department 20 o # 

For the hire of floops from New York to Al- 
bany, and other places, to tranfport troops 
at different tinges 80 O f 

To pay a ftorekeeper and clerk, at as. 6d. 

Canw4cw* vita* ^ ** 
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£. s. d. 
Brought over 11609 16 4 
ftcrling per day, equal in New York cur- 
rency to 61 1 3 
To anfwer fmall contingent expenfes, not in- 
cluded in the above amount 100 o o 



Total 1 1770 17 7 

N. B. The whole of the above is New York 
currency. 
, The amount of the whole in fterling money, 

is JT. 6866 6 ii 

(Signed) in the abfence of Sir John St. Clair, 
Thomas Gamble, 
fP r ar-office. Afliftant deputy quarter- matter -general* • 

Eftimate for expenfes (for one year) of the commiflary of 
mufter's office in North America, which, according to 
the difpofition of the troops for 1766, is calculated as 
follows. 

For the Northern and Centre Departments. 

No. of Sterling. 
Miles. £. s. dm 
From Quebec to Montreal, vifiting the 

ports on each fide the river 201 11 o o 
From Montreal to Chamble, thence to 

St. John's, over Lake Champlain to 

Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and over 

Lake George to Fort George 200 800 
To Fort Edward, and thence tQ Albany 70 500 
To Fort Stan wix, and thence to Ofwego 218 10 o o 
To Niagara, and over Lake Ontario 170 5 o o 
To Little Niagara, and thence to De- 
troit, over Lake Erie 280 600 
To Michillimackinac, over Lake Huron, 

and return to Detroit 600 100 o 

To Niagara 280 600 

To Ofwego 1 70 5 0*0 
To Fort William Auguftus (on river 

St. Lawrence) 1 36 500 

To the Cedars in 200 

Crofting to Lake St. Louis 4 o jo © ' 



Carried ovct 2.4^0 Ti va ^ 



No. of 
Miles. . 


Sterling* 

£. s. <L 


2440 


73 10 


21 


100 


9 


10 


180 


000 
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Brought over 
To La Chine, over Lake St. Louis 
To Montreal 
To Quebec 
From New York to Philadelphia, thence 

to Fort Loudon 279 miles, Fort 

Littleton 19 miles, Fort Bedford 35 

miles, Fort Pitt 107 miles, in all 480, 

and return to New York 880 35 00 

This circuit is to be taken twice a year ; 

but as the feverity of the feafon in 

the fall will not admit of vifiting the 

pods beyond the inhabitants, there 

will be adedu&ion of 97K 22 o o 



Southern Department. 353° *4* ° O 

To paflage from South Carolina to St. 

Auguftine, about 150 leagues, and 

return to South Carolina (as there are 

no opportunities from thence to Pen- 

facola) is 900 10 O O 

To paflage from South Carolina to Pen* 

facola by fea, about 280 leagues 840 1 5 o O 

To AppalacHie, and return 110 500 

To Mobile, and return no 500 

To Ifle Nois (if pra&icable to get there) 

Nachette, by the mouth of Mifliflip- 

pi, 480 miles, Ifle Nois 1260, is 

774.0 miles, and return, makes 3480 25 00 

Return to South Carolina 1 840 15 0-0 

To vifiting the interior pofts, province 

of South Carolina and Georgia, will 

take about thirty days . 22 10 o 

This circuit to betaken twice a year; 97 10 o 

but the great diftance to Iile Nois will 
admit of going there but once a year, 
fo there will be a deduction of 25I. 7-2 10 o 

$70 o o 



Carried ovet ^\ *> ^ 



RY 


A, 177*. 


No. of 
Miles. 


Sterling. 
£. s. d« 

3II O Q 
30 O O 
20 O Q 

9* 5 


> 

90O 


15 


780 


10 


420 


5 <* 
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Brought over 
Rent for the office at New York 
Fire, candles, ftationary, &c. 
A ckrk, at 5s. per day 
Portage of letters is uncertain* till the 

correfpondence is opened. 
Paffage to Newfoundland, and return to 

Quebec 
Ditto to ifland of Bermuda, and ditto to 

South Carolina 
Ditto to ifland of Providence, and ditto 

ditto, if it fhould be thought neceffary 

to go to thefe places 

482 5 o 
Halifax department the neareft to New* 

foundland and Ifle Breton. 
War-offio 

(Signed) JaMes Pitche*. 

BAftKINGTOlf, 

Eftimate of ordinary contingencies in* Nova Scotia, for one 

year. 
Halifax Garrifon and its Environs^ 

£. , s. d. Sterling* 

A houfe hired from Mr. South for 
a main guard, and an officers' 
guard-room, the rent thereof 
per annum 25 o o 

Yearly rent of ftorehoufes hired 
for the contra&or's provifions, viz. 

Mr. Saul's ftore 80 1 - 

Ditto (bed for ifltiing, &c. 25 J I05 ° ° 

The rents of lots taken up by ma- 

" jor-general Bafhide for the lum- 
ber and lime-kiln yards 33 10 o 

The charge of couriers to and 
from the out-pofts occafionally, 
and for ferryage acrofs Mine's 
bafin, may, at an average, 
amount toper annum 80 o o 

Carried over 2,4.*$ \o o 
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£. s. d. Sterling., 
Brought over 243 10 o 

Stationary and books to the com- 
manding officer 15 o 

To the expenfe of the King's boats 
in annual repairs, cordage, 
pitch, tar, fails, gfaplings, &c« 
(the boats are employed in car- 
rying proviiions, fuel, &c. and. 
in relieving the feveral polls 
round the harbour, a boat being 
neceffary at every poft) 4$ o 

A perfon employed to take care of 

the boats, at is. (A. per diem 27 7 6 

Six men befides employed in the 
boats for 8 months, at is. per 
diem each 73 4 o 

To the expenfe of fundry fmall 
unforefeen incidents that cannot 
be contraded for, or fall within 
the barrack-mafter's department 
or the engineer's eftimate 60 O b 

To an allowance to the command- 
ing officer for paying perfons 
employed in copying, &c. at 
3s. per diem 54 15 



-518 16 6 



Fort Cumberland. 

For a team employed every four 
weeks for carrying provifions 
to the party at Bay Verte, at 
aos. each, is for a year 

Repairs for the King's boats about 

To the rent of an office of the 
commanding officer for doing 
the public bufinefs 

Fire and candles for ditto 



564 16 6 
As transmitted by Lieutenant-ppl. Dalrymple, commanding 
officer at Halifax. 

fVar-office. * BAMA^<«<ysu 
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Eftimate of the yearly contingent expenfes of the garrifon of 
Louifbourg, Ifland Battery, and colliery. 

To a cooper for the victualling office, 365 days, £. j. d m 
at is. 6d. per day 27 7 6 

Two horfes'i a cart, and driver, at gd. per day, 
with corn, hay, (hoeing, and mtnaing the 
harnefs, with corn, hay, &c. for a Jbull 40 o O 

For a boatman, at 6d. per day, with ropes, 
pitch, tar, oars, oakum, and workinanihip 
for 365 days, at 6d. more 1850 

For a fmith for repairing grates and other 
work for the barrack, fuppofing he works 
three days in a week, at is. per day 7 16 o 

For the command at the colliery for 60 chal- 
dron of coals, at 5s. 15 O O 

For the director of the mines for 365 days, at 

5s. per day 91 5 o 

For lumber for the repair of the flage, cor- 
dage, utenfils, candles, &c. at the coal- 
mines, about 100 o o 

For the hire of a fhallop to carry coals to the 

ifland where it is difficult to land 400 

Tranfporting provifions to Fort Amherft, 

about 50 o o 

For two carpenters and two mafons that will 
be wanted for repairing the barracks at the 
citadel, and the officers' quarters, to be fur- 
nifhed from the troops, for 365 days, at is, 
each per day 73 o o 

Sterling 426 13 6 
War- office. 

(Signed) Robert Milward, Major 59th regiment. 
Barrington. 

Eftimate of the annual expenfe attending the office of com- 
miffary-general of ftores and provifions for the province of 
Quebec, as near as the fame can be afcertained, viz. 

Sterling. £• s* d. 
To a clerk at Quebec, at 3s. per diem 54 1 5 o 

To labourers 27 o o 



Carried over 81 15 





m 


£• 


s. d. 


8i 


15 


43 


O 


68 


O O 


6 


IO O 


80 


O O 


*5 


O O 


54 


15 


10 





12 





15 
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Brought over 
To coopers, hoops, nails, &c. 
To repairing of (tores 
To candles, and fundry fmall articles 
To freights from Quebec to Three Rivers 
To carnage of provifions from the ftores on 

board veflels for Three Rivers 
To ft clerk's falary there, at 3s. per diem 
To labourers at the fame place 
Stationary for the whole department 
Poftage of letters ditto 
To an afliftant comrotflary at Montreal, at $s. 

per diem 91 5 o 

To a clerk at Chambly, near Montreal, at 2s. 

tA. per diem 45 12 6 

To furveyors for all the contra&ors 1 provifions 

expended in this and the garrifon of Three 

Rivers 30 o o 

To rent of an office at Quebec 26 o o 

5 8 7 f 7 6 

N. B. The expenfe of labour and tranfporting 

of provifions in the diftrift of Montreal, and 
the pods above that garrifon, has hitherto 
been paid by the quarter-mafter general. 
. (Signed) J. Gold frap. 
JVar-Office. 

Harrington. 

Eftimate of the annual expenfes of his Majefty's hofpital in 
the garrifon of Quebec, as nigh as they can be afcertained. 



Sterling* 


£. s. d. 


To the clerk's wages 


30 


To a nurfe, at 8d. per day , 


*a 3 4 


To fundry extra nurfes 


> 12 


To repairs of the hofpital 


5 00 


To bedding 


7 10 


To candles 


a 15 


To fire* wood, 1 00 chords, at 6s. per chord 


30 


Sheets and linen for the ufe of the hofpital 


9 ID O 


Wafting 


S to 


' Catttadwtft 
Vol.V. - YL 


YV^ ^ 1 





A. 


. 17761 


£< 


s. d. 


114 


8 4 
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Brought over 
The other neceflaries, fuch as wine, fugar, and 
proper diet, as they depend upon the number 
of Tick, the nature of the difeafes, &c. cannot 
with any precifion beafcertained ; but fup- 
poflng 20 men each day in the hofpital, at 
4.d. per man, befides 'the 4d. propofed to be 
(lopped, they may amount to 121 13 4 



(Signed} Adam Mabane. 
War-Office. Ba r rin cton. 



236 



Eftimate of expenfes attending the brigadier-generars depart- 
ment for the northern diftrift, per annum, in time of peace. 

Ordinary Expenfes. 

Sterling. 

£'- J - £- s. d. 

A cferk, at 5s. per diem 
Poftage of letters 
Stationary and office 
Occafional expenfes and other con- 
tingent charges 

Extraordinary Expenfes. 

Repairing the guard-houfe at Mont- 
real 
Repairing the Provoft at ditto 



£. *. 


d. 


9* S 





50 





30 





60 





15 19 





70 16 


8 



*3i 5 



(Signed) Eyre Massey, 
Lieut. Col. commanding at Montreal. 
WarJDffice. Barrington. 



86 15 8 

318 % 8 



Eftimate of the expenfe attending the affi ft ant deputy quarter- 
mafter-general's department, under the brigadier- general, 
commanding in the northern diftridt, per annum, in time 
of peace. 

To eftimate of fupplies from Montreal to Fort 
William Auguftus, to 1000 men for one 



A..i?7 6 * T> E BATES. " t 3 $ 

Currency* 
year, being carriage by land and water of £. j. </. 
3050 packages, or barrels of provifions '• 201 1 o o 

To eftimate of carrying by land and water the * 

fupply for 100 men for Crown Point, from 
Montreal to St. John's, being 305 barrels of 
provifions 21 o O 6 

To expenfe of appointments totheperfons ne- 
ceifary to be employed under the direction 
of the afliftant deputy quaner-mafter-general 
(a commifTary at Lachine, a (lore-keeper, 
mafter-carpenter, batteau-mafter, waggon- 
mafter, Englifh clerk, and French clerkj, 
for carrying on the fervice of fupplies of 
provifions, (lores, or arty thing elfe, from 
Montreal to Crown Point, or to the upper 
ports, as far as Ofwego, with fome contin- 
gencies, will amount to 700 o 6 

To yearly rent of a ftorehoufe at Lachine, for 

provifions 100 o o 

To two merchants' furveyors, at a medium on 
provifions for 100 days, at ios, (lerlihg each 
per diem , * 171 9 o 

To working parties, at a medium, for rolling 
provifions, and other neceflary works to be 
clone 200 o O 

To exprefles, meffengers, and horfe hire, as 
there may be occafion 

To office rent, firing, and candles, per annlim 

To poftage and (lationary 



80 

15° 
60 




6 
O 


O 
O 
O 


3682 


9 


O 



3682I. 9s. New York currency, at 4s. 8d. fler- 

lifig per dollar, is fterling 2148 I IX 

This eftimate of expenfe of carriage by land 
and water, for fupply ing the troops with 
provifions from Montreal, Fort , William 
Auguftus, or Ofwegatchie, fuppofirig it re- 
quifite for the upper pods of 1000 men, 
alfo from Montreal to St. John's for 100 
men, includes all expenfe for new boats, 
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workmen, reparations, and materials of every 
fort. 

(Signed) John IVIaxwejll, 
Afliftant deputy quarter- rnafter-general. 
War-Office. 

Barrington. 

Eftimate of the annual expenfe of Fort Amherfl, St. John's 

Ifland. 

To 4006 feet of plank for repair- £, r. d. 
ing the barrack, and rebuilding 
the porch of the gateway which 
fell in, at 5I. 20 o O 

To 3000 Ihineles, at aos. 300 

To 1 barrel of pitch, and 1 of tar, 
for caulking of boats, barracks, 
&c. 2 10 o 

To 5 cwt. of iron, at 27s. 615 o 

To 2 cwt. of oakum for repair- 
ing and caulking the barracks 
and boats, at 4d. per lb. 2 14 8 

To a boat's road for the veflel run 
away with, 2 cwt. 2 qrs. at 
2l. 15s. . 6176 

To rope for painters, and flores 
for holding provifions, &c. 
1 cwt. 3 qrs. at 2I. 15s 4163 

To 2000 bricks, for repairing 

chimnies and hearths, at 25s. 2 10 o 

To a (loop run away with, bought 

for the ufe of the garrifon 12 00 

To 5 barrels of lime, at 15s. 3 15 o 

To s81b. of fteel, at is. 180 

To fundry tools 626 

To one crofs-cut faw o 16 o 

74 4 « 



Artificers and labourers* 
To carpenters' hire 
To fmith's work, making nails, 

call work, &c. 
To mafon's work 
To carter's work 


18 

7 7 

5 10 

io 10 




6 





41 7 .6 



A. 1776* BERATES. 137 

£. s. d. 
Brought over 115 12 5 

To boatmen and mariner* em- 
ployed in the canoes arid (loop 1200 
To Mr. Webfter's fhallop, loft 
laft winter in purfuit of the de- 
ferters from fort Amherft 10 00 



-*** 



Sterling. £. 137 12 5 
War-Office. Barringtok. 

Eftimate of the fuppofed expenfe of onfc year, in theqtiarter- 
matter-general's department at Albany. 

New Tork 
Currency. 
To franfporting naval (lores from ScheneSady 

to Ofwego in batteaus 260 O o 

To diffo clothing, baggage, &c. from Sche- 

ne&ady to Ofwego in batteaus loo 6 p 

To ditto for artillery ftores to ditto 60 o o 

To ditto for pfovifions for Indians to Jobnfon's 

hall, &c. &c. 200 o 

To ditto, done by the troops, between the firft 

lartdlng from Niagara to fort Erie *3$o 6 6 

To ditto for provifionstp fort Hunter, &c. loo o 

For new batteaus, and for carpenters' wages in 

repairing the old 456 8 o 

For nails, pitch, oakum, tar, rope, &c. 90 o q 

For a waggon-mafter and 5 teamfters' wages, 
employed at Niagara, from 25 Dec. to 16 
May following, both inclufive 159 9 

•For oars, poles, paddles, fcoops, &c. 150 00 

For a man and horfe to forward the army letters 28 o Q 
For tranfporting in carriages, from Albany to 
Scheneftady, the proyifions, artillery, engi- 
neer's ftores, naval (lores, baggage, jitc. fent 
to the weftward 300 o O 

For ditto to fort George 200 o a 

For ditto over the carrying places on the Mo- 
hawk river ' 120 o o 
For one waggon-matter's pay, from 25 Dec. 

to 24 June, both inclufive 54 1 5 o 

Carwd <mx av$> v*. ^ 
*3 



45 .'S 


a* 


?7 6 





109 4 





54 18 


9 ■ 


146 





.25 





28-*6 15 
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New York 

Currency. 

Brought over £. 2438 12 o 

For one waggon-mafter's pay, from 25 June to 

24 Dec. inclufive 
For one ftorekeeper's wages, from 25 Dec. 

to 24 June, both days inclufive 
For Juftice Glen, my afliftant'at Schene&ady, 

his pay from 25 Dec, to 24 June, both 

inclufive, at 12s. a day 
For Jurtice Glen's pay, from 25 June to 24 

Pec. both inclufive, at 6s. 
For a clerk's pay, from 25 Dec. to 24 Dec. 

following, both inclufive 
For ftatjonary 



£.2846 155. od. New York currency, at 
'4s 8d; fterling per dollar, is, fterling £.1160 12 | 

(Signed) John Bkadstreet. 
fVar-Office. Barrington. 

Lift of the officers of the northern department of Indian 
affairs, under the fuperintenderucy of Sir William John- 
fon, Bart, with their refpe&ive falaries, and alfo thofe 
appointments intended by the plan for the better manage- 
ment of Indian affairs, &c. 

Per Annum. 
Sterling. 
Sir W. Jolrnfon, bart. fole agent and fuperin- £. s. d. 
tendant, &c. (>oo o p 

George Croghan, Efq. deputy agent for the 

Ohio and weft ward 200 O o 

Daniel Clans, Efq. ditto, for Canada, &c. 200 Q o 

Guy Johnfon, Efq. ditto, for the middle diftrift, 

immediately under the fuperintendant 200 O o 

fhomas Mac Key, afliftant for the Ohio and 

Sufquehanna, &c. 60 o o 

' Commifjaries appointed in confequence of the plan. 

Edward Cole, commiifary at the Illinois 2.00 p 9 

Jehu Hay, ditto at Detroit 200 o o 

benjamin Roberts, ditto at Niagara 156 o o 



Cabled o\« V&vo o ^ 
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Per Annum. 

Sterling. * 

Brought over ■ £. 1810 o 

Commiffaries appointed in confequence $f the plan. 

Alexander Mac Ree, commiflary at fort Pitt 150 o a 

Norman MacLeod, ditto at Ontario 12Q p o 

Interpreters. 
One at Illinois 

Two at Detroit, at 80I- each 160 o o 

One at Niagara 8000 

Two at fort Pitt, one 80I. and one at 50I, 130 o o 

One at Ontario 70 o 

One at Michillimackinac 80 o O 

Two in Canada, one for the Ottawa langt^age, 
the other for the fix Canada nations, at 50I. 
each too o o 

Two with the fuperintendgnt, at 58I. 6s» 8d. 

fterljng each for the prefent 1x613 4 

- Smiths* 
One at Illinois 
One at Michillimackinac 
One at Detroit 

Their falaries as yet unfettled. 
One at Niagara * 80 o o 

One at Ontario 70 o o 

One at fort Pitt 80 o p 

Two, with their affiftants, for'the two Mohawk 
villages, Oneidas, Tufcaroras, &c. at 100U 
each 200 o o 

Storekeeper, 23!. 6s*' 8d. and ftorehoufe rent 

39I. 3s. 4d f J2 10 o 
* * . * 

£- 3 a8 9 3 4 
Befides the foregoing, there are feveral comrpif- 

faries, interpreters, and fmiths intended by the 

plan, which are indifpenfably neceirary, and 

not yet appointed, v\z, 

Commijfaries. 

One at La Baye 

One at Chiccoutami, on the Saquenay river 

One at Michillimackinac 

One at fort Halifax, Kenebec river 

One at fort Frederick, St. John's river 

One propofed at Montreal or Cariiloa 



■I- 


s. 


d 


200 








150 








200 








100 








100 





Q 


v» 
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5. 
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Interpreters* 

One at La Bay© 

One at Chicoutami 

One at fort Halifax 

One at fort Frederick 

Smiths. 

One at La Baye 

One at Chicoutami 

One at Montreal or Carillon 

One at fort Halifax 

One at fort Frederick 

Secretary for Indian affairs (now vacant), the 
office of clerk of the city and county of Al- 
bany being feparated from it, fliould be at 
leaft 

Sir William Johnfon likewife, in his anfwer to the Lords of 
Trade, in confequence of the prefent extent of our Indiari} 
alliances, and the extraordinary expenfes incurred by him, 
and his three deputies, both at home and abroad, for 
which no regular account can be made, requeued that their 
Lordfhips would bepleafed to procure an augmentation of 
his falary, and an addition of 100I. flerling per annum* 
to each of his three deputies. 

War-Office* (A true copy.) 
Barrincton. 

Eftimate for repairing the church of St. Francis, at St» 
Auguftine's, for foldiers' barracks, viz. 

£• s * d* 

To repairing the roof, and taking down the 

ftceple, and roofing the fame 14 o Q 

To building four pillars, breaking out doors, 

and repairing the walls 15 o o 

Tp making a fioor the whole length of the 
church, workmanfhipand materials included, 
as a fecond floor to the barrack 78 10 o 

To -building a ftaircafe, workmanihip and ma- 
terials included 

For I'-aking four partitions, ditto 

For 8 windbws, with (hntters, at il. 12s. per 
window 

For 3 oors, at il. 18s. per door 

for 44 bedfteads, at il. 10s. per bedftead 

q gained oNt; aA& <> <x 



24 12 


# 


33 8 

» 





12 l6 





5 14 
66 


Q 
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"*■-'■ ^ *• '" 

Brought o*et 240 o o 

For building a neceflary houfe, workmanfliip 

and materials included 14 to o 

For 900 feet of paled fence, for 4nctoftng the 

ground belonging to the barrack* 22 10 



Total for repairing the church 277 O 6 



Eftimate for building five kitchens, two for the officers, and 
three for the foldiejrs, viz. 

2820 feet of ftone Work, at jl. jos. per hundred 

feet, labour and materials included 
2350 feet of roofing, at 4I. per hundred feet, 

workmanfliip and materials included 
500 feet of j oifls, at ih per hundred feet 
5 doors, at jl. 2s. per door 
5 windows, at il. 2s. per window 
For making two partitions and benches for the 

kitchens, materials included 7 10 o 

for making two wells to o o 



£- 


s* 


d. 


to6 


,7 


P 


94 








5 





* 


5 


10 


p 


5 


xo 






fotal for the kitchens, fterling 233 17 o 



(Signed) James Moncrikf, 

Enfign of engineers. 
War-Office. (A true cyopy.) Barrincton, 

pftimate of the expenfes neceflary for the repairs of the 
feveral yards, ftorehoufes for the ordnance fervice, and 
}iatteries at Halifax in Nova Scotia. 

The fquare flore for fmall arms, lfc> 

£4 s. J. £. s. d. 
172 feet water table, at 3d. 230 

31 fquare tfapboarding, at 13s. 2o 3 O 
92 ditto mingling, to be ripped 

and new laid, at 2os. 22 O O 

1 8 ditto flooring,' to be ripped> 

(hot, and relaid, at 7s. 6 6 O 

400 feet of boards, fo fupply de- 

fideftcie* in the floor o 18 o 

^ rrcw ftair to the entry ^ 500 



♦ V* 
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£• s. a. JT» s. dm 
Brought over 56 jo o 

The long Jiore for JmaL arms, &c. 

202 feet water table, at 3d. 2106 

38I fquare clapboarding, to be 

ripped and new laid 26 19 o 

24 fquare fhingling, to be ripped 

and new laid, at 20s. 24 o o 

1680 feet of flooring in the gar- 
ret, ditto, at^d. 

1260 feet of ground flooring joint, 
&c. to be taken up 

ioi rods of dry {lone wall under 
the fommers 

2§ ton of timber for new fom- 
mers, at 15s. 

50© feet of joifts, of 8 by 3 inches, 
for deficiencies 

Framing 1260 feet of flooring, 
at8d. 

600 feet of boards to fupply de- 
ficiencies 

Flooring 1260 feet of ground 
floor 

18 new window frames, at 6s. 

6 pair of hinges for the lower 
window fliutters 

A new fet of ramping Adds for a 
new ftair 
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I 


7 


O 


4 
5 


8 
8 


9 





9 





1 


1° 






The bedding Jiore. 

10 rods of underpinning in ma- 

fonry, at 14s. 700 

24 fquare (hingling, to be ripped 

and new laid 24 o o 

20 fquare clapboarding, at 1 3s. 13 00 
1 6 fquare flooring, to be taken 

up, (hot, and.relaid 5 12 o 

204 feet water table, at 3d. 2 11 o 

320 feet of boards to make up 

deficiencies o 14 5 



84 16 10$ 



52 17 5 



^, ...... 
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Brought over 194 4 3* 

The laboratory. 
5 rods underpinning in mafonry, 

at 14s. - 3100 

32 fquares clapboarding, at 13s, 20 16 o 
29 ditto lhingling, to be ripped 

and new laid, ai aos. 29 o o 

Three window frames and 3 pair 

of hinges, at 7s. 6d. 126 

A ftnall gateway 5 o , o 



The ordnance yard* 

600 feet running of new pali* 
fadoing, the pickets to be 16 
feet long, by 9 inches diame- 
ter, to be cui by the troops, 
viz. 650 paiifadoes at 4| on 
the wharf, provided the pro- 
prietors of the ground demand 
- nothing for leave to cut them 12 3 9 
Pigging tne trench, and plant- 
ing them four feet deep, at 



59. 8 6 



20s. 


6 


10 











A pew gate 


6 








24 


*3 


£\ 










9 


The gun tackling Jlore* 














Removing the ruins of the flied, 














about 


4 


10 











|3 fquares of weather boarding, 














feather-edged 


4 














$ fquare clapboarding 


,5 


4 











37 fquares fhfngling.to be ripped 














and new laid 


27 










,* 




2160 feet of flooring to be tajcea 










_ 




up, (hot, and relaid 


7 


11 


2l 








£50 feet of boards to fupply de- 














' ficiencies 


1 





3 
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The junk Jiore. 














73 fquares of clapboarding, at 














13s. 








8 


9 
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£. s. d. £. s. J. 
Brought over 336 o n4 

13J fqusures fhingling, to be rip- 
ped and new laid 13 10 O 
9 fquares of flooring ditto, at 

10s. 6d. 4 H 6 

2 new window frames, at 6s. 0120* 

a rods underpinning, at 14s. 180 



The lumber yard. 

Removing 70 fquares of fencing, 

at is. .3 10 o 

Digging pits for, and planting 148 

pofts four feet deep, at is. 780 

Boarding 70 fqpare of fence of 

new, at 3s, 10 10 o 

10 rods ofmafonry in buttreffes, 

at 12s. 600 



20 4 6 



The artillery barracks, 

0.01 feet water table, at 3d. 206 
252 fquare of clapbparding, to be 

ripped and new laid, at 14s. tj 17 o 

30 fquares ihingling, at* 20s. 30 o o 

The armdurer'f fhop. 

420 feet ranging timber, at 16s. 370 

680 feet quartering fluff, at 5s- I 14. o 
480 ftet two-inch plarik, at 4^ 

10s. 232 

2600 feet of boards, at 2l. 5s. 5 17 o 

960 clapboards, at al. 10s. 200 

6900 fliingles, at 1 os. 3 9° 

1 200 twenty-penny nails 090 

2olb. of fpikes, at 6d. ' o 10 o 

2900 eight-penny nails 0146 

6900 (hingle nails 017 3 

1 door o 10 o 
1 pair of door hinges, 3s. 6d. 

one lock 4s. t 7 6 
5 window frames, 12 fquares 

each, at ios. 2 10 o 



27 8 



49 *7 $ 



Carried over i\ \b 1 Wi v* *i\ 
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d. 


Brought over 


24 16 


7 


433 


10 


»* 
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Workmanfhip. 

Opening the foundation 20 yards, 

at 6d. o 10 o 

Mafonry in the foundation, and 
under the fommers, 7 rods, at 
i2s. 440 

A hearth and chimney 15 g o 

Carpenter's work. 



ii\ fquares framing, at 8s, 


9 * 





19 fquare feather-edge weather 






boarding and lining 


4 15 


a 


7 fquare boarding in the roof 


1 1 





92 fquare clapboarding, at 6s« 


a 17 





7 fquare fhingling, at 5s. 


* 15 





480 feet flooring fquare joints with 






plank 


1 18 


S 


92 feet water table, at 3d. 


* 3 






The governor's battery. 

47 pods and capes in the break- 
water with framing, at 3s. '7 x o 

Three-inch plank oak, 2950 feef, 

at 7I. 10s. . 22 ft 6 

Clay in the break-water 7809 
ditto, 289 yards, at 2s. per 
yard 28 18 Q 

Framing 29I fquare feather-edge, 

at'ios. * 14 15 o 

Removing the remainder of earth 
and logs in the parapet 33,350 
feet, 1235 yards, at 3d. 15 8 9 

Ditto in the trapezium 15,969 

ditto, 592 ditto, at 3d. 780 



67 © o 



Carried ovw ^$ v^ o V^> x ^ ^ 
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£. s. d. £* s. ' d. 
Brought over 95 13 3 500 10 nf 

filling, wheeling, forming, and 
ramming earth in the new pa- 
rapet and the trapezium, 
39,603 feet, 1467 yards, at 

is. 7j? ° • 

Sod in facing and capping 7084 

feet, 262 yards, at 2s. a yard 26 4 6 
14 platforms, three-inch oak 

plank, at 3I. 10s. 49 o O 

A new ftair or ramp st 10 o 

— 246 14 £ 

South gate battery 246 14 3 

South Jive gun battery. 

35 ports and caps with framing, 

at 3 s - 3 S * 

Three-inch oak plank for the 

break-water, 2000 feet, at 

7I. 10s. 15 o o 

Clay in the break-water 5600 

feet, 207 .yards, at 2s. per 

yard 20 14 o 

Framing 20 fquare feather-edge, 

at 1 os. per fquare 10 o o 

Removing logs, &c. 12 %o o 

Filling, wheeling, &c. earth in 

the new parapet 53,820 feet, 

1993 yards, at is. per yard 99 13 o 

Sod work in facing and capping 

4554 feet, 169 yards, at 2s. 

per yard 16 18 o 

9 new platforms, oak plank three 

inch, at 3I. 10s. 31 10 o 

A new flair 60 o 



217 10 a 



North five gun battery. 

34 pofts and caps with framing, 
at 3s. 



Carried over S % o \a\\ ^ ^^ 
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d. 
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d. 


Brought over-. 
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Three-inch oak plank in the 

break- water, 1658 feet, at 
-7L ios* ; . 12 8 8 

i6| fquare framing feather-edge, 

at 1 os". ' \ . . [ 850 

Cruft of clay in the br^ak- water 

4948 feet, 183 yards, at 2s. . 18 6 o 
Removing earth and Jbgs frorn 

the parapet 11,900 feet^, 663 

yards, at 3d. 859 

Ditto in trapezium 7697 feet, 

285 yards, at 3d. 3 1 1 3 ~ 

Filling, wheeling, &c. earth in 

the new parapet and trape- 
zium, 20,151 feet, 746 yards, 

,at is. per yard 37 6 o 

Sodding in facing and capping 

3424 feet, 127 yards, at 2s. 

per yard 12 14 o 

5 platforms, at 3K 1 os. 17 10 o 

A new flair . 2100 



125 18 8 



To end of e the land referred for his, 
Majefly on the hllL 

To enclofe 11 10 yards, with a 

ditch 4 feet wide at top, 1 at 

bottom, and 3 feet jleep, the. 

earth to be formed into a bank 

on the infide, at gd. per yard 41 50 
A gate for ditto at the citadel ' 500 

Stationary for the engineer for reports, 
plans, &c. 

Total in Halifax currency 
Add for incidents which cannot be fore- 
feeh I 

Sum total, including incidents, carried. 

over \tov «> •&> 



46 5 
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6 
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£ . *r d. 

$um total, including incidents) brought over 162 1 5 3J 
Dedud^ 162 a 6? 

Sum total in fterling £. 1459 a 94 

(Signed) John Marr, 

Sub- engineer* 

War-Office. (A true copy.) 

Barrington. 

Total of the expenfe for one year, according - 

to the preceding eftimate* £. 57?i 22 a Z\ 



January 21, 1777* 
Private bufinefs. 

January 22 . 
Eftimates of invalids, officers' widows, &c. prefented* 

January 23. 
Not members fufficient for a ballot* 

January 24, 
The fame. 

January 25. 
Adjourned to January 27. 
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January 2J* 
Ballot for Hindon election. 

January 28, 
Ballot for Shaftefbury election. v 

January 2g, * " 

A petition from the committee of the company of mer*. 
chants trading to Africa, being offered to be prefented to the 
Houfe; 

Lord North, by his 'Majefty's command, acquainted the 
Jioufe, that his Majcfty, having been informed of the con- 
tents of the petition, recommends it to the confiderahon of 
the Houfe. 

Then the petition was brought up, and read ; fetting forth, 
" That the petitioners have laid before, the Houfe an account 
pf the m6ney granted for the year 1775, examined and patted 
by the Curfitor Baron of the Exchequer, 3s required py an ' 
a£t of 23 George II. intitled, "An A£t for-, extending 
and improving the trade to Africa ;" and that they have in- 
verted the money granted in 1776 for the fupport and mainte- 
nance of the forts a'nd fettlements on the faid coaft ; and that 
the faid forts and fettlements having been delivered to the pe- 
titioners in a very bad ftate by the Royal African Company, 
and the fums annually granted by Parliament being nearly ex- 
pended in the civil and military eftabliftiments, leaving very 
little for the repairs qf the faid forts, feveral of them ftill 
remain in a very ruinous condition ; and that the Houfe in the 
year 1772, granted the fum of 2400I. to finifti the repairs of 
Cape Coaft caftle; but, in the progrefs of the work, the 
walls of the fort were found in fo very decayed a ftate, and 
fo many defe&s discovered, that the petitioners have been 
unavoidably led into the expenfe of a much larger fum, and 
the repairs-of the faid fort ftill remain unfinished, nor can the 
petitioners proceed therein until the Houfe (hall enable them; 
and that, at the end of December I775 ? the officers and 
fervants in Africa had advanced for the public fervice about 
7000I. more than the petitioners have been enabled to repay 
them ; and that the faid officers have further advanced about 
1200I. to the inhabitants of Lagoe and Mum ford, two prin- 
cipal trading towns on the coaft of Africa, in order to pre- 
serve the [commerce of thofe towns to the Britifh nation, 
"which advance the Hjid officers pray may be repaid them $ 
and- that the expenfe of freight and infurance on the goods 
3nd ftores fent to Africa this year will amount to near ioool, 
extraordinary ; and that the petitioners, bein^fev\(Mfc ^K^a 
great regard fliewn by the Houfe tot \YktfetvC\%A<yte *^^- 

Vol, V. I* ^\«ms» 
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tlcmcnts on the coaft of Africa, therefore pray the Houfe to 
take the premifes into confederation, and grant fuch fum fo** 
the neceffary fupport and maintenance of the faid forts and 
Settlements, for repaying the officers and (ervants the Several 
fums of money advanced by them, and Hkewife for the re- 
pairs (till wanted, as (hall feem meet." 

Ordered, that the faid petition do lie upon the table. 

Earl Nugent obferved, that the prefent ftateof the African 
Company called for particular attention ; that regular de- 
mands were made every year in Parliament, for grants to de- 
fray the civil eftabli(hment ; befides particular ones, for the 
repairs of fortifications, &c. ; that certainly it was an objeft 
worthy of inquiry, to know how the money granted was cx- 

) tended ? yet he could not recommend fuch an inquiry to Par- 
iament, in the prefent (late of public affairs, when he rc- 
colle&ed what happened on a former occafion. In the year 
1775, the fame doubts exifted ; a committee was appointed, 
and employed a great part of that feflion, it was a tedious af- 
fair, and anfwered very little purpofe. He could not, there- 
fore, think of proceeding in the fame manner now, particu- 
larly as it might be fuppofed that matters of much greater 
donfequence would call for the attention of Parliament. On 
thefegeneral grounds he moved, " That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, that he will be pleafed to give direc- 
tions, that the Board of Trade may inquire into the prefent 
(late, &c. of the African company." 

Mr. A. Bacon was of the fame opinion, and that it was 
neceflary that the grant fhould precede any inquiry in that 
Houfe. 

Mr. Vyner faid he well remeitibered the time alluded to by 
the noble Lord and the hon. Gentleman. He recollected 
feveral curious particulars of the company fending out bricks 
pr (tones to ere& the fortifications ; yet by the accounts, he 
Was forry to find, as well as by the petition, that the (tones 
or hricks were fo rotten, that, inftead of repairing the fortifi- 
cations of Cape Coaft caftle, they were in fo ruinous a con- 
dition, that they muft be pulled down, and rebuilt from thd 
very foundation. 

Mr. Gafcoyne fpoke againfl the conduct of the African 
Company ; arid concluded that the grants of Parliament an- 
fwered no one fubftantial purpofe, but that of eftabl idling a 
monopoly. The addrefs was agreed to ; and the petition 
ordered to lie upon the table. 

January 
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January 30. 
Decollation of Charles I. 

February 1. 
No debate. Adjourned to February 3. 

February 3. 



No debate. 
The fame. 
The fame. 



February 4. 
February 5. 



February 6. 

A bill for enabling the commiffioners for executing the of* 
flee of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain to grant com - 
mi (lions or letters of marque to the commanders of private 
ihips and veflels, to take and make prize of all (hips or 
veflels, and their cargoes, belonging to, or poflefled by, any 
of the inhabitants of the colonies of New Ham p (hire, MalTa- 
chufet's Bay, Rhode Ifland, Conne&icut, New York, New 
Jerfey, Pennfyivania, the three lower counties on Delaware* 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, for a time to be limited, was this day read a third 
time, paired, and carried to the Lords. 

There were no debates on this bill, in any ftageof its parting* 

Lord North got up and faid, that having a matter of fome 
importance to communicate to the Houfe, he could wifli their 
attention for a few minutes ; — it was upon bufinefs which 
ought not to come detailed before fo thin a Houfe, but there 
would be feveral ftages of the bufinefs which would give op- 
portunity for ample difcuflidn i- — the thing was this ; — there 
have been, during the prefent war in America, manypriforiers 
made, who were in adtual commiffion of (the crime of high 
treafon} and there are perfons, at prefent, guilty of that 
crime, who may be taken, but perhaps for want of evidence 
cannot be kept in gaol. That it has been cuftomary upon 
fimilar occafions of rebellion, or danger of invafion from 
abroad, to enable the King to feize fufpe&ed perfons ; he 
would not be thought to hint ar any neceflity of trufting mi- 
nifters at prefent with fuch a power in general ; indeed the 
times are different ; we are very far from having any re- 
bellion at home ; and as to an invafion, we have not the leaft 
profpefl of it ; — for thefe reafons, it is not meant to afk the 
full power, ufuai upon former occafions of rebellion. But as 
the law ftarids, they were well informed* tWx\\\^TtfA^SS^& ^ 
La v to 
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prcfcnt officially to apprehend the mod furpefted perfon. 
Another circumftance is, the perfons made prifoners from the 
icbels, and alfo in the a& of piracy on the high feas ; at 
prefent, they can be legally confined only to the common 
gaols, which would be entirely impracticable. It is nccef- 
fary for the Crown to have a power of confining them like 
other prifoners of war. Thefe and fome other matters fhould 
be attended to in the bill he purpofed moving, which was 
this : 

€i That leave be given to bring in a bill, to enable his 
Majefty to fecure and detain perfons charged with, or Aifped- 
ed of the crime of high treafon committed in America, or 
on the high feas, or the crime of piracy. " 

Leave was given accordingly. 

This day Lord North prefented to the Houfe the following 
convention between his Majefty and the Landgrave of Hefle 
Caflel : 

Tranflation of a convention between his Majefty and the 
Landgrave of Hefle Caflel ; concluded and figned at Caflel 
the 1 ith day of December 1 776. 

HIS Britannic M a jefty having defired that the corps of 
Heflian chafleurs now in his fervice in America, fhould be 
augmented, his minifter plenipotentiary, Colonel William 
Faucitt, and the Baron Martin Erneft de Schlieffen, Minifter 
of State, and Lieutenant General of his Moft Serene High- 
nefs the reigning Landgrave of Hefle Caflel, furnifhed with 
the full powers of their refpe&ivc matters, have agreed to 
what follows : 

1. The corps of chafleurs, including thofe already in 
America, fliall be augmented to 1067 men, inftead of 260 
men, of which it at prefent confilts ; in the room of two 
companies of which it is now compofed, fix fhall be formed, 
five of which (hall ferve on foot, and one on horfeback, on 
the footing of huflars. His Majefty (hall caufc them to be 
provided with horfes and forage. His Moft Serene Highnefs 
fhall equip them with every thing nccciiary befides, for the 
fervice on horfeback. 

2. The pay of the chafleurs, as well foot as horfe, (hall 
be higher than that which his Majefty allows to the Heflian 
infantry, in the fame proportion as it was during the laft war. 

3. The faid pay for the new augmentation fhall commence 
from the day of the fignature of this convention ; but as the 

number of men ftipulated. is not ^eA etiuxtY] ccAXe&eA.* \fe«. 
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deficiency (hall not be paid for but in proportion as the men 
(hall be enlifted according to the returns, which ihall be made 
with the utmoft exadnefs, and duly certified. 

4. This augmentation (hall be compofed only of experi- 
enced chafleurs, all well- trained markfmen ; and if it is not 
poilible to find the number demanded, of thefe fkilful markf- 
men, his Majefty will content himfelf with a lefs number, 
rather than accept of men not having the dexterity requifite ; 
and although it is impoffible. to fix exadlly the time in which 
this augmentation may be entirely completed, feeing that 
Heife alone has not fo. many of thefe chafeurs by proieflion, 
and that they muft be engaged in the neighbouring countries, 
it is promifed that all that is poilible (hall be done, in order 
to aifemble them in a very ihort time, and to caufe ihem to 
march without delay for their deftination, / 

5. Every thing that has lately been agreed upon in the treaty 
of the 15th of Januaryin the prefent year, with refpecl: to 
the corps of HelTian troops.in general, now in his Majefty's 
fervice, ihall extend to this, new augmentation of the corps 
of chalfeurs ; the fubfidy (hall be proportionably augmented : 
thirty crowns banco per head, levy- money, (hall be paid for 
the companies of foot, and forty-five crowns banco per head 
(hall be paid for the troop of horfe, as their equipage is a 
great deal more expenfive. 

6. This convention (hall be ratified by the high contract- 
ing parties, and the ratifications thereof (hall be exchanged 
as foon as poilible* . 

In teftimony whereofj we, the underfigned, being furnifhed 
with the full powers of his Majefty the King of Great Bri- 
tain, on the one part, and his Mod Serene Highnefs the 
reigning Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, on the other part, have 
figned the prefent convention, and have caufed the feals of 
our arms to be affixed thereto. .'.'!: 

Done at Caffel, this nth of December, in the year 1776* 
WiLLiAM Faucitt. Mar,ti# Ernest de 

SjCHLIEFFEN. 

Eftabliftimcnt of the whole corps of chafleurs* 

STAFF. 
1 Colonel. 

1 Lieutenant Colonel. 
1 Major. 

. lit : ^ 4^v*« 
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1 Adjutant. 

1 Auditor. 

1 Quarter-matter Major. 

1 Surgeon-major. 

2 Armourer and his ^fijftant. 
I Farrier. 

I Afliftant faddler. 
i Waggon- matter 

1 Servant for the waggon with the military 
cheft. 

1 Servant for the waggon with the medicine 

cheft. 

2 Provoft and his fervant. 

13 Total of the ftaff. 

One Troop of Horfe. 

2 Captain and his fervant. 

4 Lieutenants and their fervants. 

4 Second Lieutenants and their fervants. 

2 Sergeants. 

2 Quarter-matters. 
10 Corporals. 

1 Surgeon. 

3 Trumpeters. 
150 Chaffeurs. 

1 Servant for the ammunition carriage. 

179 Total of 1 troop qf horfe. 

One Company of Foot. 

2 Captain and his fervant. 

2 Lieutenant and his fervant. 

2 Second Lieutenant and his fervant, 

2 Sergeants. 
1 Fourier. 

1 Matter of arms. 
10 Corporals. 
1 Surgeon. 

3 French horns. 
150 Chaffeurs. 

1 Servant for the ammunition carriage, 

175 Total of one compatvy oiioot. 
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Bro. oyer 175 Total of one company of foot* 

700 of four others, ^ 

1 jg of one troop of jhorje. 

13 < of the ftaff. 

1067 Total of the vphqle corps of c£a(Teurs. 

NOTE. 

Of this corps there is now already in America, 
2 Captains. - 

2 Lieutenants. 

4 Second Lieutenants. 

1 Quarter- mafter Major* 

24 Non commiffioned officers. 

2 Surgeons. 

6 French horns. 
210 Chafleurs. 

1 Servant for the waggon with the military 

cheft. 

2 Servants for the ammunition carriages* 

8 Officers fervants. 

262 Total of the corps now in America. 

Therefore the new augmentation confifls of 
I Colonel and Captain. 
1 Lieutenant-CQionei and Captain* 
1 Major and Captain* s 
i Adjutant* 
1 Captain. 

5 Lieutenants; 

3 Second Lieutenants, 
1 Auditor. 

1 Surgeon Major* 

60 Non-commiflioned officers* 

4 Surgeons. 

3 Trutnpeters. 

9 French horns. 
690 Chafleurs. 

2 Armourer and hijs affiftant* 
1 Farrier. 

!h . ; 
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Bro. over 784 

1 Afliftant faddler. 
I Waggon-mafter. 

1 Servant for the waggon, with the medicine 

cheit. 
4 Servants with the ammunition carriages. 
12 Officers fervants. 

2 Provofts and their fervants. 

805 Total of the new augmentation* 
Total 1067 heads. 
February 7. 

Lord George Gcrmame prefented to the Houfe the follow! tig 
bill: 
A bill to empower his Majejly tojecure and detain perfons charged 

with, or fufpefted of the crime of high treajon committed in 
• ftorth America, or on highjeas, or the crime of piracy. 

" Whereas a rebellion and war have been openly and 
traitoroufly levied and carried on in certain of his Majefty's 
colonies and plantations in America, and ads of treafon and 
piracy have been committed upon the fhips and goods of his 
MajeftyV fubje&s ; and many perfons have been feized and 
taken, who are exprefsly charged or ftrongly fufpedfced of 
fuch treasons and felonies, and many more fuch perfons may 
be hereafter fo feized and taken : • 

"And whereas filch perfons have been or may be brought 
into this kingdom, and into other parts of his JVIajefty's do- 
minions ; and it may be inconvenient in many fuch cafes to 
proceed forthwith to the trial of fuch criminals, and at the 
fame time of evil example to fuffer them to go at large : 

** Be it therefore enacled by the King's mod excellent Ma- 
jefty, by and with the advice and content of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia- 
ment aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that all 
and every perfon or perfons, who have been or fhall hereafter 
be feized or taken in the act of high treafon, committed in 
any of the colonies, or on the high feas, or in the act of piracy, 
or who are or fhall be charged with, or fufpe&ed of the s 
faid crimes, and who have been or fhall be committed for 
the faid crimes, or either of them, or for fufpicion of them, 
or either of them, in any part of his Majefty's dominions, 
to the common gaol, or any other place of confinement fpc- 
thdiy appointed for that purpofe, by warrant under his Ma- 
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jcfty's fign manual, by any magiftrate having competent au- 
thority in that behalf (who is hereby authorized to commit 
fuch perfons to the place fo to be appointed) ; all and every 
fuch perfon arid perfons fhall and may be thereupon fecured 
arid detained in fafe cuftody without bail or mainprize, until 
the ' . an( * that 

no judge or juftice of peace fhall bail or try any fuch perfon 
or perfons, without order from his . Majefty's mod honour- 
able Privy Council, figned by of the faid Privy 
Council, until the faid any law, ftatute, 
or ufage, to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

" And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, 
that this a& fhall continue and be in force until the faid 

and no longer.*' . 

John Jo'hnjione, efq. faid, that he thought the power of 
Calling out the militia of the kingdom, without the confent 
of Parliament, and the immenfe armament we have on foot, 
both by land and fea, fufficient to anfwer every end of go* 
vernment, in bringing back the Americans to their allegiance, 
without the dangerous, and at this time inexpedient meafure, 
of attacking the grand Palladium of the Britiih con ft it ut ion, 
the freedom of men's perfons ; and heconfidered it as the laft 
f igorous ftep effectually to prevent all poffibility of a recon- 
ciliation between the colonies and the mother-country. 

The queftion however was put. for the fecond read, ng, and 
the Speaker declared the ayes had it ; but it was replied, the 
noes had it ; when Mr. Dunning arofe, and prevented a divi- 
lion, by moving that a bill of fuch importance (hould be 
printed, and the fecond reading put off to the loth $ which 
was agreed to. 

Adjourned to February the *oth. 

February 10. 

A petition* of the governors, bailiffs, and commonalty 
of the company of confervators of the Great Level of the 
Fens, and of the feveral perfons whofe names are there- 
unto fubfcribed, owners of free lands within the Mid- 
dle and South Levels, part of the faid Great Level, was 
prefcnted to the Houfe, and read ; letting forth, that the 

• Though it is not ufual to infert in this work the petitions of 
private perfons, for enclofing, &c. yet the matter of this petition 
(though partly local) is of fuch a magnitude, as to make it a public 
concern. 
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Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Lcy/tl, is a pa*t 

of that great plain -which extends into, and is bounded. Jq»j 
the counties of Northampton, Norfolk, Suffolk, I*u*coUfa 
Cambridge, and Huntingdon, containing upwards of 3QQ&QQ 
acres; and that the rain and fpring waters that fall on ?jfy£ 
tflue out of the greateft part of the above jounties, and alfp 
from parts of the counties of Buckingham, Hertford, and 
Eilex, together with the downfall on the plain itfelf, having 
their courfe through the fame to the outfails into tr^e lea at 
Lynn and Wifbich, did for ages overflow and drown the 
fame, iufomuch that no advantage redounded therefrom (q 
mankind, but river nth, water fowl, and reeds ; and that 
Francis earl of Bedford, after many fruitlefs attempts by 
others, a&uated by principles of public fpirit, did, in the 
fixth year of king Charles the Firft, undertake the great and 
public work of draining the fame, as appears by a law of 
fewers made at a feffions of fewers held on the thirteenth dap 
of January in that year, at King's Lynn in Nor foljc ; . aj*d 
that, by the faid law, the earl and his adventurers were 49 
receive from the proprietors 95,000. acres, .being nearly -a. 
third part of the whole, for draining the Quae, of wbifb 
95,000 aore-s, when drained, 55,000 acres to be adjudged tp 
the earl and his adventurers, as a consideration for 1 VyVif|g 
drained the whole, and the refidue thereof, being 40,099 
acres, were to remain as a fund, from the annual profits of 
which the works for draining were to be fupported andn)aij}» 
tained ; and that the faid earl and his adventurers made rp 
good prOgrefs therein, with expenfe of great and vaft ftuae 
of money, and fo far proceeded as that the greatest part -of 
the faid 95,000 acres was divided by twenty lots apd fhares 
amongft the faid Francis earl of Bedford and hjs adventurers, 
and their afligns, and 40,000 acres, part of the faid 95,000 
acres, fet out and fpecifkally allotted for the maintenance and 
prefervation of the works; and that, by reafon of fome in- 
terruptions, the works by them made being fallen into de- 
cay, fo that the intended benefit to the public had been in* 
great meafure prevented, in 1649, William earl of Bedford, 
his fon, and the adventurers, applied to the then Parliament 
fitting at Weflminfter, who, by an act of that year, fetting 
•forth, " that the faid Great Level, by reafon of frequent 
overflowing of the rivers Welland, Nene, Grant, Oufe, 
Brandon, Miklenhall, and Stoke, have been of fmall and 
'uncertain profit, but (if drained) may be improved and 
. made profitable, and of great advantage to the common- 
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wealth, and to the particular owners, commoners, and in** 
habitants, and be fit to, bear colefeed and rapefeed in great 
abundance, which is of Angular ufc to make foap and oils 
within this nation, to the advancement of the trade of cloth- 
ing and fpinning of wool, and much of it will be improved 
into good pafture for feeding and breeding of cattle, and for 
tillage to be fown with corn and gram, artd for hemp and 
flax in great quantity, by making all forts of linen cloth and 
cordage for {hipping within this natron, which will increafe 
man ufadt tires, .commerce, and trading, at home and abroad, 
will relieve the poor by fetting them on work, awd will 
many other ways redound to the great advantage and ftrengtti- 
ening of the nation," thereby gave fuch powers to the earl 
of Bedford and his participants, as were neceflary for coro- 

f»leting and continuing the faid work On the plan of the 
aw of fewere, made at King's Lynn, in the fixth year of 
his late Majefty king Charles the Firft, excepting that, by 
the faid a&, inftead of 40,000 acres being fpecifically al- 
lotted for the maintenance of the works, the whole 95,000 
jacres were made liable to a tax for the faid purpofe ; and that 
from the time the land in the faid Great Level was adjudged 
to the adventurers, the faid 95,000 acres, liable to a perpe- 
tual tax for drainfri^, have been called or'known by the name 
of Adventure Land, and the remainder, being double that 
quantity, and not liable to be taxed for the general works of 
draining, called the Free Lands ; and that both the faid Ad- 
venture Lands and Free Lands are equally liable to be over- 
flown, lying intermixed, and nearly on the fame level ; and 
that, by none of the laws of fewers, or a&s of parliament 
herein ftated, hath any tax or toll been laid on the navigation 
through the faid Great Level, for any damage done to the 
great river banks or other works by horfes haling thereon, by 
means whereof the navigation is in general carried or^; ahd - 
that, by an aft paiTed in the 15th year of king Charles the 
Second, intituled, An aft for fettling the draining of the 
Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, in part ftatinfc 
the law of fewers made at King's Lynn, in the 6th year of 
Charles the Firft, as alfo the aft of 1649, and that William 
carl of Bedford, fon and heir of earl Francis, with divers of 
his adventurers and participants, had proceeded in the com- 
pleting and fmifhing of the faid works, but that the fame 
could not be preferved without conftant care, great charge, 
*nd orderly government ; it was therefore (amongst otS»t 
Jjung$) enaaed, that the fold Wi\J»fetiftrt'&e&«^'u£ 
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the adventurers and participants of the faid earl Francis and 
earl William, their heirs and afligns, (hould he a body poli- 
tic and corporate in deed and name, and have fuccefhon for 
ever, by the name of the governor, bailiffs, and commonal- 
ty of the company of confervators of the Great Level of 
the Fens ; and the governor, bailiffs, and confervators of the 
faid corporation, were thereby empowered to lay taxes on the 
95,000 acres (12,000 acres whereof had been deflgned and 
intended for his late majefty king Charles the Firft, and had 
been fet forth and allotted by bounds in feverahy) for the fup- 
port, maintenance, and preservation .of the faid Great Level, 
and to levy the fame with penalties for non-payment, and do 
all other things in order to the fupport, maintenance, and 
prefervation of the faid Great Level, and works made, 
and to be made, in fuch manner as therein is mentioned ; 
and the faid governor, bailiffs, and confervators, were 
thereby enabled and empowered to ufc and exercife the 
power and authority ot commiflioners of fewers within 
the faid Great Level of the Fens, and of the works made, 
or. to be made, without the faid Great Level, for con- 
veying the waters of the faid Great Level by convenient out- 
. talis to the fea; and the faid corporation was thereby em- 
powered, from time to time, to ere& new' works, within or 
without the faid Great Level, for conveying the waters 
thereof by convenient outfalls to the fea ; and that, by ano- 
ther ad made in the 20th year of the faid king, intituled, 
An ad for the taxing and aifefTing of the lands of the adven- 
turers within the Great Level of the Fens, it was enadr.ed, 
that 83,000 acres, parcel of the faid 95,000 acres, fhould, 
from time to time, be taxed and alii fled bv a gradual acre 
tax of different forts and values of land ; and to the end that 
the faid 83.000 acres mi^h? he more equally taxed by a gradual 
acre tax, certain perfons in the faid act named wtre ap- 
pointed furvevors and valuers of the Add 83,000 acrts, and 
•were within a time limited by the faid ad to digeft the faid 
8 2, ceo acres, into a number of forts and degrees not under 
the number of feven forts and degrees, and to rate and tax 
fuch derrees, and digeft the fame into fchedules in writing, 
and make returns thereof upon their oaths into the Fen- 
Office, in fuch manner as by the faid a 61 was prefcribed \ 
and the faid 12,000 acres, rcfldue of the faid 95,009 acres., 
were to be rated and taxed by a medium of the tax at which 
the faid 83,000 acres were taxed ; and that, in purfuance of 
the faid adt, the faid 83,000 acres were valued and fet oijt 
into eleven forts or degrees of \ax\i\) to \>s \axt& *wA *&*&& Vs\ 

% 
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manner following* that is to fay, for a fmgle tax four-pence 
per acre on the fitfft fort of land, eight-pence per acre on the 
fccond fort, and fo increafing four-pence upon every fort, 
the eleventh fort to be taxed at 3s. 8d. per acre, which va- 
luations were returned into the Fen-Office, as by the faid laft- 
mentioned a£t was dire£ted, and the faid 83,000 acres have 
always fince been taxed by a gradual acre tax, according to 
the degrees and proportions thereby fet out and allotted, and 
the faid 12,000 acres at a medium of fuch tax; and that, at 
a court of the faid corporation, held the 10th day of March 
1697, the faid corporation declared, that the faid Great 
Level (hould be diftinguifhed by the feveral names of the 
North Level, Middle Level, and South Level; and that all 
that part of the faid 95,000 acres that lies on the north fide 
of Moreton's Leame, and fouth fide of Welland's River, 
(hould be accounted that part of the 95,000 acres lying with- 
in the North Level; and all that part of the faid 95,000 
acres that lies on the north fide of Old Bedford River, 
and the fouth fide, of Moreton's Leame, was that part of 
the 95,000 acres belonging to the Middle Level; and that, 
all that part of the faid 95,000 acres that lies on the fouth 
fide of Old Bedford River, was that part of the faid 95,000 
acres belonging to the South Level; and that, by an aft 
pa(Ted in the twenty- feventh yeaf bf his late majefty King 
George the Second, intituled, An a£t for difcharging the 
corporation of the governor, bailiffs, and commonalty of 
the company of confervators of the Great Level of the Fens, 
commonly called Bedford Level, from a debt due to the Duke 
of Bedford and Earl of Lincoln ; and for enabling the pro- 
prietors of lands in the North Level, part of the faid Great 
Level, to raife money to difcharge the proportion of the 
faid North Level in the debts of the faid corporation, and 
for afcertaining apd appropriating the taxes to be laid on the 
faid North Level, and for the more effe&ual draining and 
preferving the faid North Level, and divers lands adjoining 
thereto, in the manor of Crowland; it was (amongft other 
things) enacted, that the faid North Level, and the reve- 
nues thereof, (hould be freed and difcharged from all debts 
then owing by the faid corporation (except the fu'm of 1800I. 
for the raifing of which, provifion was made by the faid ad); 
and that the (aid North Level, or the revenues thereof, (hould 
not be liable to the payment of any debts which (hould at any 
time thereafter be contradled, or borrowed, bv the faid cor- 
poration, for or on account of the faid M\<SA\fc *sA ^\a£^ 
Lt\e\s, or either of them; and v\\*t <*v* ^iA^KAS^ «\ 
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fuffered to go to a total decay, four times the fum which 
will 'no# preferye it, will fcarcely be fumcient to recover the 
fame; and that the petitioners, having -exerted every means 
in their power for the prefcrvation of the faid evtl, and 
finding it impoflible to proceed therein, did publicly adver- 
tife a meeting ot me country at Ely, to take imo con fi dera- 
tion the diibeifed ftate of the faid Levels, a riling from the 
caufes and fads herein by the petitioners ft a ted ; and that, 
in confequence thereof, a meeting was held at the Shire-* 
Hall, in Ely, the 3d day of November 1774; and feveral 
fubfequent meetings have been fince had, purfuant to public 
advert ifements, as well at the Fen-Office in the Inner Tem- 
ple, London, as at the Shire-Hall in Ely aforefaid, for that 
purpofe ; and it hath, at fuch meetings, been deemed expe- 
dient and neceffary that application fhould be made to par- 
liament, for impofing a temporary tax, to be continued for 
feven years, on the free lands within the faid Middle and 
South Levels; and alfofor a further tax, for the like time, 
on fuch pa^ts of the faid 95,000 acres of adventurers lands as 
lie within the faid Middle and South Levels ; and. likewife 
for impofing and collecting tolls, or tonnage, on goods 
which mail be navigated in the faid Levels, in order, by 
thofe means, to raife nect ffary additional funds, as well for 
preierving and improving the drainage, as the navigations of 
the faid Levels ; and therefore praying, that leave may be 
given to bring in a bill, for preierving the drainage of the 
Middle and South Levels, and the, feveral navigations through 
the fame; and for impofing taxes on the lands within the 
faid Levels, and laying tolls on goods conveyed by the faid 
navigations, in order to raife further neceffary funds for that 
purpofe. " 

Order of the day; the fecond reading of the bill to em- 
power his Majefty to fecure and detain perfons charged with, 
or fufpedred of, the crime of high treafon, committed in 
America, or on the high feas, or the crime of piracy. 

John Johnftone^ efq. faid, this meafure would increafe the 
animofity between the two countries of Great Britain and 
America. The confinements, commitments, muffacres, and 
the whole train of confequences which would arife from fuch 
a fyftem of punifhment, revenge, and retaliation, probably 
on both fides of the Atlantic, he faid, filled his mind with 
horror and anxiety: add to this, the total fufpenfion of all 
the great functions of the conititution, feemingly pro tempore^ 
and for particular purpofes; but which, by the fame influ* 
. m*% 

5 
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ence, might be extended to any duration, and directed to 
any purpofe, gave a ; complexion to the whole, of the moft 
dark, defpotic, arbitrary, cruel, and diabolical colour. By 
the prefent bill, no man, he contended, would be exempt, 
however innocent, peaceable, dutiful, and loyal, from being 
facrificed at the (hrine of the bloody minifterial mandate ; 
whether in America or Britain, it was all the fame ; whether 
guilty, or not guilty, he lay not only at the mercy of his 
private enemies, but of every tool in office, from the 
higheft to the loweft. The wide circuit of the human mind 
was not more various and extenfive than man's fufpicions, 
nor more numerous than the motives which provoke him to 
public oppreffion and private ill. Bad, however, as the bill 
Was, and big with mifchief, he would red contented in fome 
meafure, if minifters would pledge themfelves for the due 
performance ef what the title and preamble of the bill feemed 
obvioufly to import. 

Mr„ Dunking faid, he would not take up the time of the 
Houfe in debating the bill upon legal grounds ; for where 
there was no reafon or juflice, there could be no law. Law 
fuppofesa rule, which, while it prefcribes a mode of condu£t, 
refpe&ing either the public or individuals, defines the offence, 
annexes the punifliment, and, befides, fpecially provides and 
dire&sall the intermediate fteps between the charge and con- 
vi£tion, but more particularly the meafure and quantity of 
the punifliment. What does this bill fay ? No crime is im- 
putable, no examination of innocence or criminality is. to 
follow. The punifliment is inflifled, in the firft in fiance, 
on the ground of mere fufpicion. A man may be fufpeded; 
any man may be fufpeded; but his guilt or innocence is 
entirely out of the que ft ion ; no inquiry whatever is to be 
made into either, as long as the prefent bill continues in 
force. 

He confefled there were times, in which it had been found 
extremely neceiTary to fufpend the habeas corpus z& ; fuch, 
in particular, were the. two late moft unnatural and unpro- 
voked rebellions in Scotland ; but then there was a neceffity 
dated. That neceffity was not denied ; it was, indeed, no- 
torious; but would any man fay, thai: was the cafe at pre- 
fent ? Is there a rebellion within the kingdom ? I& there a Pre- 
tender claiming the crown as his legal and conftitutional in- 
heritance ; and that at the ejepenfe of both our civil and re- 
ligious rights—rthe very eflence, as well as the form of our 
conllitution r No fuch thing : ttae idea \& ?\&v^w&« fc **«. 

Vol, V s . ' M ^ 
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tre, on the other hand, afraid that the people of America 
will pafs the Atlantic on a bridge, and come over and con- 

SiVier us i and that the!" parti fans lie in ambuih about Brent-* 
ord or Colnbrook ? That, it may be prefumed, will be hard- 
ly contended, even in the prefent rage fof affertton without 
proof, and conclufion without argument. No \ this bill, I 

flainly perceive, has been manufa&ured for other purpofcs- 
t can be ftretched, and twined, and twifted, by the inge- 
nuity of my worthy and learned friend over the way (Mr< 
Attorney General), -or by fome of his brethren, equally in- 
genious, to aflfed and reach men who never faw America, or, 
peradventure, the high feas, as ftrongly, at leaft as efSca- 
cioufly, for the mere temporary purpofes of perfecution and 
revenge, as if they had been caught in arms — in open re- 
bellion. If even minifters had contented themfelves with this 
firft ebullition of their fiery, irrefiftible zeal for perfecution* 
the public might look on, with a mixture of contempt and 
aftoni(hment, at the infolence and folly of the attempt ; but 
when they go a ftep farther, and venture to couple it with S) 
power untried hitherto in the annals of this country, a power* 
including in it the moft bloody fpecies of profcription, I confcfs 
I'begin to feel fentiments of a very different nature. What 
does the claufe fay ? After empowering the apprehenfion, oil 
the mere grounds of fufpicion, and direding the commit- 
ment to any common gaol, within his Majefty's dominions, 
are not we next told, or to any other place of confinement, 
fpecially appointed for that purpofe, by warrant under his 
Majefty's fign manual, by any magiftrate, having competent 
authority in that behalf? (who is hereby authorized to com- 
mit fuch perfons to the place fo to be appointed.) Is not this 
evidently a power, not only to punifh the innocent, but to 
inflift fuch pains upon them as an honed mind muft revolt at, 
and contemplate with horror ? The magiftrate may take up 
and commit, on fufpicion, to the common gaol, and by the 
fign manual, to any other place efpecially appointed; and is 
further authorized to commit according to fuch fpeqiat ap- 
pointment. What is this but to authorize the mode, mea- 
fure, and place of confinement, at the pleafure of the mini- 
fter, which, befides, manifeftly includes in it the power of 
temporary banifliraent, *s well as confinement, to any part, 
or to the moft repiote, unhealthy, and peftiferous climate, 
within the wide circuit of his Majefty's dominions, in the 
four quarters of the globe ? If this be the intention of my 
honauiMc and learned friend over the way, and hu no lefs 
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honourable employers, in God's name, let him fpeak out ; 
let us know, let the public know, what they are to expe&* 
Let him and his friends no longer amufe us with a formal 
circumftantial ftory of America and the high feas, or of the 
crime of piracy ; fuch tales may be amufing to fome people, 
and they may anfwer certain purpofes out of doors, and in 
fome particular places : but to talk of them ferioufly within 
thefe walls, will not, I believe, be attempted. The power 
endeavoured to be vetted in the crown by this bill, is moft 
evidently a dictatorial power, or fimilar to that exercifed by 
the Roman dictators. We all know the motives for granting 
fuch a power. It will hardly be contended, that any fuch 
motives exift at prefent. We all know the frequent abufe 
of it, and the horrid purpofes towards the latter period of the 
commonwealth, to which it was employed ; and I prefume 
there is not a fchoolboy of three years (landing, who is ig- 
norant that that mighty republic was overthrown by a dicta- 
tor. Such will always be the cafe^ when powers are granted 
through ignorance, wantonnefs, and defign. If the prefent 
bill was to have no other evil effed than eftablifliing a prece- 
dent for future minifters to come to Parliament on the farn$ 
trrand, I fhould be againft it : but when I behold it in the 
light I do, I muft deem it a moft formidable, dangerous, and, 
I fear, fatal attack upon the liberty of this country. It feems 
dire&ed at its very vitals, and, in my opinion, threatens its 
total deftrudion, if not a di Ablution of the conftitution* 
Before I conclude, I muft obferve, if any thing were want- 
ing to (hew the true complexion of this bill, the words high 
feas and piracy will fully explain it ; thefe words apply to the; 
feas contiguous to Great Britain and Ireland. It is, indeed, 
plainly perceivable, whatever the title of the bill may be, it 
is not an American, fo much as it is a Britifh fufpenfion 
of the habeas corpus aft. It may overtake any man, any 
where. It authorizes a difcretionary punMhment, without a 
colour of legal proof, or even a probable ground of fufpicion,, 
It makes no diftin&ion between the dreams of a fick man, the 
ravings of a demoniac, and the malice of a fecret or declared 
enemy. No man is exempt from puniftiment, becaufe inncH 
cence is no longer a protection. Ir will generate fpies, in- 
formers, and falfe accufers beyond number ; and furnifli the 
means of gratification, emolument, and fatiety, to the moft 
profligate of the fpecies ; while it will let loofe with impu- 
nity, the blacked and moft horrid vices which dV£%£raL ^^ 
human mind. In. fine, it wttt tc&Yyk *Vax YwXS^cwf*^ 
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looked upon to be the creature of poetic fiftion ; it will (bat- 
ter over the land more ills and curfes than were ever fuppofed 
to flow from Pandora's box. Juftice will be bound, as welt 
as blind ; and it will be in the power of every revengeful mi- 
nifter, or mercenary, villain, to fatiate his revenge, or fill his 
pockets, at the expenfe of the belt, and mod virtuous, men 
in the commonwealth. ■ • 

The Attorney General (Mr. Thurlow) faid, nothing more 
was meant by the bill, than to apprehend, commit, and Con- 
fine pcrfons a&ually charged, or fufpe&ed of committing, 
the crime, of high treafon in America, or on the high feas, or 
for piracy. It was abfurd and prepofterous to the laft de- 
gree, he faid, to fuppofe it was framed intentionally to reach 
or overtake perfons pre fumed to be difafFedted to this govern- 
ment, within this realm. He was certain the kingdom con-. 
tained no fuch defcription of men. Treafon and rebellion 
were properly and peculiarly the native growth of America. 
If government feared any fuch difpofition in the people of 
this country, their application would have- been fair, open; 
and direct : they would have come to Parliament, and de- 
fied an immediate fufpenfion of the habeas corpus aft, in (b 
many words ; they would have accompanied fuch a requeft 
with their motives, and have ftated the grounds of neceffity. 
But the prefent bill was framed totally on another plan : it 
was meant to prevent mifchief, not with a view to rigorous 
punifhments, much lefs to perfecutions. No innocent man 
had any thing to fear, the guilty man had every thing ; and 
whatever harlh epithets gentlemen, who difapproved of the 
bill, might think proper to beftow on it, he fhould, for his. 
part, always think, that that was the mildeft, wifeft and 
moft lenient government, which direfted its attention to 
devife modes of prevention, inftead of endeavouring to deter 
by rigorous and fanguinary punifhments. 

He obferved, that his honourable and learned friend over 
the way (Mr. Dunning) founded his prime objection on a 
fuppofition that the bill might be conftrued to extend to per- 
fons who had committed crimes within the realm. This was 
an obje&ion, he folemhly believed, of the firft impreffion. Be 
that as it might, this was not the proper ftage of the bill to 
debate that queftion ; fuppofing that the bill were to operate 
precifely as his learned friend had. flated it, he could not fee 
even a colourable pretext ^for finding fault with it. Imagin- 
ing the King's death, his juftice's, his treafurer's, &c. was 
high rreafon ; Co was levying war vntrAUV \b& ratal, or ap- 
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pearing in arms againft the fovereign, or adhering to, or 
correfponding with his enemies : now, if it fhould appear, 
or be difcovered, that any perfon in this country had aiiifted 
the rebels with arms, or warlike (lores of any kind, or that 
they had been afBfted by his fubje&s, in any part of his do- 
minions, with money, or implements of war, &c. he could 
not pretend to fay, how far fuch an afliftance, or adherence, 
might be conftrued to come within the defcription of high 
treafon, as laid down by the 25th of Edward the Third. He 
again repeated, that the committee was the proper place to 
come to the explanations fo earneflly preffed by his learned 
friend ; he fhould, therefore, be for the fecond reading of* 
the bill,, and truft for the perfect formation of the bill to 
that flage. , 

Mr. Fox faid, that the prefent bill ferved as a kind of key, 
or index, to the defign that minifters had been fome years 
manifeftly forming, the objedts of which they rendered vj- 
fible from time to time, as opportunity ferved, as circum- 
ftances proved favourable, or as proteftion increafed, and 
power ftrengthened. It refembled, he faid, the firft fcene in 
the fifth a&, when fome important tranfa&ion, or circum- 
fiance, afFeftingthe chief perfonages in the drama, comes to 
t>e revealed, and points dire£lly to the denouement. This, 
plan had been longyifible, and, however covertly hid, or art- 
fully held back out of fight, was uniformly adopted, and 
fleadily purfued : it was nothing lefs -than robbing America 
of her franchifes, as a previous ftep to the introdudlion of -the 
fame fyftem of government into this country ; and, in fine, 
of fpreading arbitrary dominion over all the territories be- 
longing to the Britifh crown. He contended, that nothing 
bat the moil inevitable necefijty could juflify the prefent 
meafure ; fuch a concurrence of circumflances, as happened 
at the Revolution, when the people of England were com- 
pelled to embrace the alternative of fubmitting pafiively to 
the will of a bafe, perjured tyrant, or of trufling to the 
dangerous experiment of appointing a dictator to pre fide, 
over them, in the perfon of the prince of Orange, till a new s 
conftitqtional eftablifhment could be formea 1 , and legally re- 
cognifed. 

This perilous (late of things was but of fhort duration ^ 
it was running, to be fure, a great rifk ; but then, it was to 
preferve the liberty of this country from eternal deflru&ion.. 
—He dwelt a confiderable time on the invaluable advan- 
tages derived from the habeas corpus aft, which tie, caAk.4^^ 
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great Palladium of the liberties of the fubjeft ; expreflifig at 
the fame time, his aftonifliment, in the boldeft and mod ani- 
mated terms, at the infolence and temerity of minifters, who 
could thus dare to fnatch it from the fcople> by a mandate 
roanufa£hired by themfelves, though lan&ioned by the fign 
manual : and not only attempt to deprive the objeft of their 
envy, refentment, or fears, of his liberty, but fend him 6ut 
of Great Britain, to the mod diftant and remote part of thb 
Britifh dominions. — Says he, who knows but the miniftera, 
in the fulnefs of their malice, may take it into their hfeadf* 
that I have ferved on Long Ifland, under General Wafting- 
ton ? What would it avail me, in fuch an event, to plead an 
alibi; to a dure my old friends, that I was, during the whole 
of the autumn American campaign, in England ; that I w*s 
never in America, nor on any other lea but between Dover 
and Calais ; and that all my ads of piracy were committed 
on the mute creation i All this may be very true, . (ays a 
tniniftcr, or a minifter's underftrapper ; you are for the pre- 
lent fufpeded, that is fufficient. I know you are fond of 
Scotland ; this is not the time for proofs ; you may be and 
very probably are innocent, What of that ? this bill cares not a 
fig whether you are guilty or innocent. I will (end ydu, 
under this fign manual, to ftudy the Erfe language in the ifle 
of Bute ; and as foon as the operation of the bill is fpent* 
you will be at liberty to return whither you pleafe ; and 
then you may, if you like, call on your accufers, to prove 
their charges of treafon in America, on the high feas, and for 
piracy ; but they will laugh in your face, and tell you they- 
never charged you, they only fufpeded you } and the Ac> of 
Parliament will ferve as a complete plea in bar ; it will anfwfct 
a double end ; it will be at once your redreffrand our jbftHU 
Cation. — O, but fays the learned gentleman, it is ridt poffl- 
|>le to tell how far conftru&ive treafon may extend ; or wfte* 
ther it may not reach fuch as have aided and abetted the 
American rebels, by fending them arms and ammubitiott, by 
/correfponding with them, &c. It is, it feems, lucky for me* 
that I have no connexion in America ; if I had-, though 
they could not fo decently fufpeft me of being on Long 
Ifland in Auguft laft, when they knew the contrary, tbtf 
might fay, that J held a trcafonable or a piratical correfyohdr 
ence with them. Suppoft for inftance, an old fchoolfellow, ok 
intimate companipn ? I (hould moft probably have kept up a 
correfpondence ; and when writing to him, would have told 
$&, " that Whigs, and thofe that were friends to the 
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Revolution* were nbw looked upon as fa&ious perfons, for 
there are the times that largfe ftrides are taken* not only to 
deftroy the liberties of America, but of this country like- 
wife." Would not faeh a paragraph as this forniffi a good 
ground for fufptcton? But weaknefs, cruelty* fufpicion, 
and credulity, are almoft always infeparable, at lead they are 
often found in the fame company* Minifters are credulous 
in the extreme, becanfc they are fearful ; and they are fear- 
ful from a confcioufneis of their crimes. Sufpicions, how- 
ever ill founded upon tales however improbable, are received 
by them as fails not to be controverted ; witnefs the inform- 
ation of Richardfon againft Sayre, fome time fince ; and 
the recent affair of John the Painter, relative to the impro- 
bable ftory of his letting fire to the rope-houfe at Portf- 
mouth. I am not furprifed at any thing. The tone of the 
minuter is become firm, loudj and decifive. He has already 
aflured us, in this Houfe, that he has nearly fubdued Ame- 
rica ; and by what we are able to collect from this bill, we « 
may prefume he means to extend his conquefts neardr 
home. 

Lord North. I am extremely forty to have the misfor- 
tune to be mifquoted, or grofsiy mifunderftodd, by the ho- 
nourable gentleman over the way* I never faid that I had 
nearly fubdued America, or that America was nearly fubdu- 
ed. What I faid, and what I again repeat, was, that, Under 
God, his M*jeRy's arms had met with many fignal fuccefles, 
and that I thought we were in a fair way of fubduing Ame- 
rica, not that we had nearly fubdued it. The honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft, and the learned gentleman who 
fpoke early in the debate, feem to lay great ftrefs on the im- 
proper power veiled ia the inagiftrate refpefting the commit- 
paent under the fign manual, For my part, I fee no new power 
veiled in the inagiftrate ; the warrant under the fign manual 
will be his authority: that warrant will be legalised by the 
prefent bill : fo that I think the magistrate will ftand pre- 
cifely as he did before. He could before commit to the 
Common gaol ; now he is obliged to commit, minifterially, 
to the plape fpecially appointed for the reception of fuch of-r 
fenders : fo that, if any alteration be made in the power of 
commitment, as refiding in the magiftrate, it is by abridging, 
not by extending it. Before the paffing the aft, he could com- 
mit to any prifon ; now he is bound fpecificaljy to obey the 
terms of the warrant. Before he could admit perfons, charg- 
ed on fufpicion of treafcti, $0 bail ; now, utithec Ysdqgt.**Ait 

M4 ^ 



i 7 2 PARLIAMENTARY J*. 1777. 

any inferior magiftrate, can, without order from bis Majefty 's 
mod honourable privy council, admit any per fan to bail fo 
charged or fufpe&ed. 

The honourable gentleman charges his Majefty's fcrvants 
with blind, lll-tounded credulity, relative to the affair qf 
Richardfon and Sayre. For my part, I beg leave to think 
very differently on the fubjefir. I ihould deem the fecretary 
of ftate, who committed Sayre, extremely negle&ful, if not 
criminal in Lis conduct, had he not attended to Kichardfon^s 
inform*r.oi: : and proceeded in the affair as he did. Gentle- 
men will, when they find a convenience in it, argue and de- 
cide on facts irom events, and the do&rine of probabilities; 
but I will venture to contend, that many plots, which have 
come to maturity, and have been productive of the greatcft 
and mo:t fatal mi fchiefs, have been laid open in their infan- 
cy, and fuch early difcoveries treated as matters unworthy of 
credit or attention. It is like wife certain, that confpiracies, 
equally important and confequential in their nature, have 
been defeated in their early it ages, upon a diicovery of cir T 
omittances and details much more trifling than thofe refpeft- 
ing the information of Richardfon, or the fufpicious conduct 
of John the Painter ; for though the latter was apprehended 
for a burglary, 1 am dill inclined to believe, that, whatever 
his motives may have been, his conduct has fully juftified 
the Heps that have been taken towards a thorough difcovery 
of this very myfttrious affair. The oppofcrs of this bill 
feem extiemely defirous to learn its intended duration. I 
mean to fill up the blank by the words the thirty-firft day of 
December next, or to the firft day of the next feflion of Par- 
liament, which will anfwer precisely the fame end ; for in all 
probability the Parliament will meet before Chriftmas; and 
if it fhould not be found necefTary to continue it, the law 
will confeqnently ceafe. 

Colonel Bar re called upon adminiftration to defend the 
principle of the bill in that ilage, and not fend it to a Com- 
mittee by the mere power of numbers, unfupported by rea- 
fon, juttice, or policy. He faid this bill would fully and com- 
pletely accomplifh what the other haity, ill-advifed, intern* 
pcrate meafures had begun, and in part effecled. He was 
certain, violent, unrelenting, and implacable as they .were, 
the prefent meafure was the word of all, and would be pro- 
ductive of maffacre and retaliation, if not of more alarming 
con.feqnences nearer home. America, he contended, muft 
be reclaimed, not conquered or fubdued* Conciliation or 
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conccflion are the only furc means of either gaining or re- 
taining America. The conqueft of th*t country is doubtful : 
though it were fubdued, the holding of it without the affec- 
tion and good-will of the natives, would be impoflible. To 
make America valuable, and to enfure its pofleflion, was 
therefore, in the Colonel's opinion, only to be effe&ed by the 
pioft lenient and tender meafures. - 

Governor Johnjtowfyxi, he would repeat what he told admi? 
niftration a thoufand times before \ that America was not to . 
be reclaimed by the har(h decrees whiph originated within 
, thole walls ; nor yet by the mere power of Great Britain. 
, He faid, the admiral and general fent to America werp 
Jikely to effect more by their perfonal chara&ers, and amiable 
manners, than a thoufand bloody edicts iflued by that Houfe. 
The Americans, he faid, had the fpirit of Britons* ■ They 
might be led, but he was fatisfied they would never fubmit to 
be drove. The Governor then commented on«the polite and 
gentleman like behaviour of General Howe, adverted to his 
meffages and letters to General Wafhington, and to many 
other circumftances, which reflected the higheft honour, he 
faid, on Mr. Howe's conduft, both as a foldier and ?r gen- 
tleman. He then turned to the bill, and foretold, that it 
would be productive of one or both of thefe confequenoes ; it 
would raife a.difipontent, jealoufy, and diflike of government 
at home, though none of the powers delegated by the bill 
were ever meant to be exercifed, or carried into execution ; 
or it would widen the breach fo much between Great Britain 
and her colonies, that it would be utterly impoflible ever 
again to clofe it. The bill was unneceflkry, if it was not 
framed for latent pijrpofes, which, while it was depending, 
it would not be prudent to avow, left it fhould prove fatal to 
it ; for if the bill meant, what often fibly it imported, an 
apprehenfion, commitment, and confinement, for offences 
committed, or fufpeflted to have been committed, in America, 
it was to all intents and purpofes nugaiory and abfurd ; be- 
caufe the ftatute of treafons, as explained by the learned mem- 
ber over the way £Mr. Attorney General], would anfwer 
every thing promifed or propofed by the prefent bill. If fo, 
why then pafs a bill, which empowers the minifter, or admi- 
niftration, to lay every perfon in the kingdom by the heels, 
when they may think proper ? 

The queftion was put ; 195 for the bill, and 43 againft it. 
Ordered to be committed on the 1 3th. 
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February 13. 
Lord Barrlngton prcfented the following papers t 
An account of the diftributiqn of 970,000!. part of thfe flHfe 
i,ooo,Oool» granted to bis Majefty, to defray any extraordim 
expenfes, incurred, or to be incurred, on account of military J 
vices for the year 1776. 
Dates ef 
Warrants. 

Feb. 10. To Thomas Harlfcy and 
1776. Hen.Drummond,Efqrs. 
tobehy them applied and 
inveftedinthepurchafihg 
of Spanifli and Portugal 
coins, for the ufe and 
fcrvice of his Majefty's 
forces in North America 
Ditto for ditto 
Mar. ix. Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
15. Ditto fot ditto 
j8. Ditto for ditto 
47. Ditto for ditto 
' ' Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
July 17. Ditto for ditto 
Aug. 17. Ditto for ditto 
Sept. 25. Ditto for ditto 
Nov. 18. Ditto for ditto „^ 
Ditto for ditto 
Ditto for ditto 
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May 31. ToMeflrs.William James* 
Abel Smith, William 
Baynes, and Richard 
Atkinfon, Ef<jrs;forpro- 
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Dates of 

.Warrants* £. s. /. £♦ #. JL 

Brought oyer 74*973 iS 5 
vifions delivered into his 
Majefty^ftoresatCotke, 
for the ufe of the force* 

I 1776. fervipg in America ™335 06 

Aug. 1. Ditto for ditto J 4594 6 10 

1 5* Dos fordo. 26871 4 4 

Sept. 25. Do. for do. 3x41s 84 

Do. fordo. 91605 1* i ' 

Nov. 21. Do. for do. 21905 12 a 



rt 1 iirnWidfii 



126424 3 IQ 



jMay 15. To John Henniker, Ed* 

ward Wheeler, W illiam 

Devaynes, and George 

Wombwell, Efqrs. for 

provifions delivered vkt& 

his Majefty's ftores at 

Corke, for the ufe of the 

troops ferving iroder Ge- 
neral SirWiUtam Howe, 

in America, 
Do. for do. 
June 28. Do. for do. 
July ii. Do. fordo. 
Aug. 1. Do* fordo. 
Sept. 26. Do. for do. 
. Oft. 1 6. Do. in part of a warrant 

for 14686I. 3c. id. for 

ditto fervice 

War-Office, t$ftb. 1777. 

Barrington. 970000 o 4 

An account of extraordinary fervices incurred and paid by the Right 
Hon. Richard Rigby, paymafter-general of his Majeuy's forces, 
between the 31ft of January 1 776, and the lit of February 1777, 
and not provided for by Parliament. 

Dates of 

fVarranU. * 

Jan. 16. To Thomas HarUy and 

' "*777. Hen.Dxummond,Efqrs. 
'..... 10 be fey them applied and 
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Dates of 

Warrants. £. s. d. £; * 

invcfted in the purchafing 

of Spanifh and Portugal 

coins for the ufe and fer- 

vice of his Majefty 's forces 

in North America aoooo o o 

Jan* 29* Do. for do. 30000 00 

1776. > ■ 5000a O 

Oft. 16. To John Henniker, Ed- 

ward Wheeler, William 

Devaynes, and George 

Wombwell, Efqrs. in 

full of a warrant for . 

14683I. 3s. id. for pro- 
vifions delivered into his 

Majefty's ftore-houfes at 

Corke, for the ufe of the 

troops ferving under Ge- *■ 

neral Sir William Howe, 

in America 13734 6- 2 

Do. for do. 3573 17 t 

Nov. an Do. fordo. 1772 17 5 

May 15. To John Amy and, Efq. for 

provifions delivered into 

his Majefty's ftore-houfes 

at Corke, for the ufe of 

the forces ferving under 

Gen. Sir William Howe, 

in America 315 1 15 6 

July 11. Do. fordo. 4 2 33 IO 7 

Aug. 1. Do. fordo. 8464. 17 11J 

Sept. 25. Do. fordo. 10650 4 11 

Nov. 1 2. Do. for do. 2686 5 8 

June 26. To John Durand, Efq. for 

provifions delivered into 

his Majefty's ftore-houfes 

at Corke, for the ufe of 

the forces ferving under 

Gen. Sir William Howe, 

in America 3537 6 3 

July 11. Do. for do. 3694 5 y£ 

Carried over 55499 7 *i 50000 o 
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. iiates of 

* fParrants* 
July 11. 

1776. 
Aug. 1. 
Sept. 25. 
Nov. %i. 
June 28. 



"BlE'B'A'Tfe'S: 



Do. for da. 



Brought oVer 



Do. for da.^ 

Do. for do. '• 

Do. for do** 

To Robert ! M*yne f Efq. for 
provifions delivered into 
his Majefty's ftores at 
Corke, for the ufe of the 1 
forces fervitfg under Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, 
in America 
July 11. Do. fordo. 
Aug. 1 . Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 
Sept. 25. Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 

Do. fordo. 

Do. for do. 
June 28. To Anthony Bacon, Efq. 
for provifions delivered 
into his Majefty's ftore- 
houfes at Corke, for the 
ufe of the forces ferving 
in America, under Gene- 
ral Sir William Howe 

Do. for do. 
July II. Do. for do. 

Do. for do. 
Sept. 25. Do. for do* 
Nov. 21. Do. for do. . 
Apr. 26. To Arnold Nefbit, 
Drummond, and 
Franks, Efqrs. for provi- 
fions exported from Corke 
to America, for the ufe 
of the troops ferving there 
under General Sir Wil- 
liam Howe- 
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VaOtof £. t. At £. h 

trarra*tt. profiflfetfver 15*348 t 4 5000* « 

April 26. Do. for do. 16807 16 I . 

1776. Do. for do. 731a 7 t 

May 15. Do. fordo. 11542 ij ft 

Do. fordo, 5016 14 j£ 

Do. for do. 373a ij 3 

Do. for do. 3097 6 I if 

June 26. Do. for do. delivered into 
his Majefty't ftorfs *t 
Corkc, for the ufc of ditto 9408 14 # 

July it. Do. for do. 470*6 9 8 

Sept. 25. Dow for do. 9701 16 it 

Do. for dp, 20087 1 5\ 

Nov. i. Do. fordo* 12113 $ % 

Feb. 6. To Arnold Nefbit, Adam 
Drummond, and Mofea 
Franks, Efqrs. for vi&uaU 
ling his Majefty's forces 
in the province of Mafla- 
chufett's Bay, between 
as Auguft 177$, and 24 
O&ober following 3985 I a it 

22. Do. for victualling the 
forces and other perfon* 
within the garrifona of 
Quebec and Montreal be- 
tween the 25 June 1775* 
and 2+ October follow* 
ing 2286 18 S 

Mar. 14. Ditto for vi&ualling the 
forces within the province 
of Maffachufett's Bay, 
between 25 O&ober, and 
24 December 1775 7069 12 7$ 

Dec. 6. Do. for provisions delivered 
from the magazines at 
Montreal, between 14 
Odober, and 10 No- 
vember 1775 804 6 8 

Jan. 26. Do. for victualling the 
forces in the province of 
Maffachufett's Bay, be- 



Carried over 3*VJS* 10 *\ ^w± ^ 



I A. 1777. DEBATES. * 179 

I* Pates of £. s< d. £. s. 4 

* Warrants. Brought over 3*435* ** H 5°°°° ° 

tween 2cDecember 17751 
1776. and 23 February 1776 10987 % $ 
Jan, 16. Do. for vidualling do. in 
do. between 24 Feb. and 
24Marchi776 6?7* 14 $ 

Do. for vi&ualling the gajr- 
rifon of Quebec, between 
25 Oa. 1775, and 24 
June 1776 9833 , 7 4 

Do. foj prpvii|oqs deported 
in the Illinois country, be- 
tween 21 Dec. 1774, and 
20 Dec. 1775 ,8 77 % ll 

Do. for do. delivered to tfijp 
commiflary of (lores and 
provifloqs for the ufe of 
the forces in North Ame- 
rica 988 711 
£9. Do. fordo, delivered at Ha- 
lifax, for the ufe of tfee 
forca$ there 5123 7 8 

Do. for do. 221 7 g 

Do. for victualling fopftg of 
the farces being prifoner* 
among the rebels, \t\ the 
provinces of Pennfylvania 
and New Jerfey, fro«v 19 
Nov. 1774, to 29 O&. 
1776 4523 2 6 

Feb. 22» To Richard Vernon S^Jljer, 
Efq. for provifions iflued 
to the forces at Halifax in 
Nova Scotia, between a I 
Aug. 177$, and 10 Dec. 
following 1039 19 9 

May 3. Do. upon account, and by 
way of further advance 
in conCderation of his ex- 
traordinary difburfeqtftnt§ 
on account of his con- 
trad for vi&ualling 500 

. Carried gvet $&i*Vvi *\ V**** * 



*fto PARLIAMENTARY A- i^j, 

pates of . £. s. d* £. s. <L 

Warrant. Brought over 355 118 13 2f 50000 6 o 

men at Halifax ift the co- 
lony of Nova Scotia 1500 O o 
June 28. To Richard Vernon Sadlier, 
1776* Efq. for provifions iflued 

to the forces at Halifax,' 

in Nova Scotia, between . 

II Dec. 1775* and 28 

April 1776, mclufive 2104 13 o 

Sept. 25* Do. for provifions iflued to 

do. at do. between 29 . 

April and 23 June 1776 545 5 4 
Nov, 21. Do. for provifions iflued to 

do. at do. between 24 
1777. J une > anc * 16 Sept. 1776 13^2 2d. 
Jan. 16. Do. for provifions iflued to 

do. at do. between Sept. 

and 11 Nov. 1776 774 16 8 

Feb. 10. To John Stephenfon, Efq. 

for viftualling the forces 

at Placentia, between 1 

Oft. 1 7 74, and 2 Sept. 

1775, inclufive 398 2 6 
Do. for provifions (hipped 

from Halifax, for the ufe 
of the troops at Bofton 1410 I 6 
Do. for provifions iflued to 
the troops and train of ar- 
tillery at Newfoundland, 
from 1 Oft. 1774, 4030 
Sept. 1775 683 06. 

April 18. Do. for victualling the 
forces in Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland, between 
I 0&. 1775, and 24 Jan. 

1776, inclufive 658 13 o 
Aug. 1. Do. for provifions iflued to 

the forces at Halifax, be- 
tween 16 Jan. and 8 May 
1776 1913 17 n 

23. Do. upon account, and by 
way of advance, in con- 
iideration of his extraor- 

Carried over 366 VI 9 S 1\ S<***> ^ * 



^. 1777- DEBATES*' tt 

Dates of /. s. d. £. s. < 

Warrants. Brought over 366479 5 7* 500.00 O 

dinary difburfemenfs, on . 
account of his contract .*% 

for victualling 1500 men 
in Nova Scotia 10000 00 

Sept. 25. To do. on account of do. 4000 00 
Jan. 16. To do. for provifiorjs de- 
1777. livered to the troops at 
Halifax, between 4 June 
and9Sept. i776inclufive 2797 46 
To do. for provifions ifTued 
to the troops at do. be* 
tween 9 Sept. and«5 No- 
vember 1776 2553 9 ° 
To do. for provifions iflued 
to the troops at Placentia 

and St. John's, between ; 

3 Sept. 1775 and 25 
Nov. 1776 554 17 n 

1776. To Chriftopher Bethell, Efq. 
Feb. 19. executor to Edw. Co- 
drington, Efq. for per- 
fons victualled, provifions 
condemned and ifl\j$d, 
and lofles in Weft Florida 5854 7 5 
Feb. 20. To John Stevenfon and ■'---■••..- 

John Blackburn, Efqrs. 
for provifions iflued to the 
forces in Penfacola, be- 
tween 25 June and 24 
Auguft 1775 811 18 8 

June 26. To do. for victualling the 
forces in Weft Florida, 
between 25 Aug. and 24 
OcV 1775 806 5 10 

28. To do. for victualling the 
forces in Weft Florida, 
between 25 061. 1775 
and 23 Feb. 1 7 76, for pro- 
vifions fupplied T. LorU 
mer, hofpital furgeon, 

Carried over 393857 8 \\\ 50000 q c 

Vol. V, N - . 



lit PARLIAMENTARY A. t Jfl. 

Dates of /. x. JU £. t. L 

Warrants* Brought over 393857 8 n| 500O O 

between 25 Dec. 17741 
and 24 DJfc. 1775, and 
for provifions condemned 1868 19 9 

Aug. 1. To do. for provifions iflued 
to the forces in Weft Flo- 
rida, between ift April 
1775, and 24 Apr. 1776, 
and for provifions con- 
demned by long keeping 1213 14 3 

1777. To do. for provifions i Jibed 

Jan. 16. to the forces in do. between 
25Apr.and 24june 1776^ 
and for provifions da- 
maged by long keeping 1761 6 4 

1776. To Witter Cuming and 

Apr.' 3. KenderMafon, Efqrs. for : 

J)rovi(ions iflued to the 
brces in St. Auguftine, 
between 25 April and 25 
Oft. 1775, for provifions 
iflued to the out-ports de- 
pendant on that garrifon, 
from 5 May to 21 OS. 

1775, and for provifions 
iflued to the ont-ports de- 
pendant on New Provi- 
dence, between 22d Sept. 

1774, and 24 Feb. 1775 1791 \% 9$ 
Odt. 16. To ditto for provifions if- 
fued to the forces in the 
garrifon of St. Auguftine, 
between 25 OSt. 1775, 
and 23 Feb. 1776, and 
for provifions condemned 1012 8 5 

1777. To Meflrs. Mafon and Jones 
Jan. 29. for provifions iflued to the 

forces in the garrifon of 
St. Auguftine, between 
25 June «nd 24 Oftober 

1776, and for provifions 
iffued to the out-ports de- 
pendant oh that garri- 

fon for the fame time 'J'JSS ^ $ 



Carried over 404* S& \-± *\ y**** * 



A.X777- DEBATES. ** 

Pates of f. s. d. £. >. 4 

Warrants. Brought over 40485613 2f 5990Q O < 

Towards the expenfe .-'•€ 
provifions delivered to 34 
battalions of foot in 
North America, Nova 
Scotia, and Newfound- 
land, &c. apply the futn 
voted upon eftimate, 
1776, for that fervicc 

43131 16 3 
Alfo, the fum flopped for 
provifions delivered to 
the faid battalion, be- 
tween 25 June 1775, .. ■• 
, and 24 June 1776 

29546 8 6 

-< 72678 4 9 

33^178 8 si 

1776. To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 

April 3. Atkinfon, in full fatif- 

fa&ion for freight and 

charges incurred on fun- * 

dry fliips freighted by 
them to attend the expe- 
dition under earl Corn* 
wallis 208? 9 5 

18. To Jn. Dickfon for freight 
of fundry (hips freighted 
by him and difpatched to 
Canada 805 7 a 

July 4. To Richard Atkinfon, for 
the freight, armament, 
provifions, for fpldiers of 
fundry fliips, freighted, 
armed, and difpatched 
with * provifions for the 
forces in North America 3296 93 
To do. for freight of fun- 
dry fliips difpatched with 
provifions to attend the 
expedition under the com- 
mand of earl Corn wall is 1442 36 



Carried oyer ^3* ^ * tJwv-^ > 



i84. PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777 

Dates of £. s. d. £. s* s 

Warrants. Brought over 7632 9 2 382178 *8 5 

* 18. To ditto for two months 

advanced freight of fun- * ' 

dry fhips freighted to car- 
ry provifions for the ufe 
of the forces in America 10798 7 6 

To ditto for two months 

advanced do. fordo, 6609 19 4 - 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. fordo. - - 7103 5 o 
Aug. 2. To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
Atkinfon, for two months 
advanced do. for do. 99°5 l & S 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. for do. 3741 5 O 

To do. for two months ad- 
vanced do. fordo. 4784 3 9 
17. To John Greeve, matter of 
the ftiip Emerfon, for the 
freight of the faid fliip 
chartered to bring home 
invalids from America 165 17 O 
OS. 19. To Meffrs. Mure, Son, 
and Atkinfon, for the 
freight of fundry (hips 
hired and armed to tranf- 
port provifions to Ame- 
rica for the ufe of the 
forces there 14667 2 8 

To do. for the freight of 
fundry do. freighted to 
carry oats to America for 
the ufe of the forces there 3544 19 4 

To do. for advanced freight 
of fundry do. freighted 
to carry fiores, camp- 
equipage, and clothing 
for the ufe of the forces 
there ^ 6558 144 

To do. for freight of do. 
freighted to carry provi- 
fions to Quebec 936 19 o 



Carried over «j6v& ** 6 ^v\ti 8 5 



A- 17^7. DEBATES, : ^ i8< 

Dates of £. J. d. £. /. J, 

Warrants. Brought over 76448 18 6 382178 8 5! 

To do. for freight of fun- 
dry do. freighted by them 
to attend the expedition 
under the command of 
earl Cornwallis 1442 3 6 

1777. To do. for freight of fundry 
Jan. 22. do. employed in carrying 
provifions to America for 
the ufe of the troops there 26314 17 6 
To do. for do. fer vice 10159 4 9 

To do. for freight of fun- 
dry do. to carry oats to do. 8055 4 4 



1776. To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
April 3. Atkinfon, in full fatisfacr- 

tion and difcharge of the 

like fum due to them for 

fundry ftores i hipped for 

Corke and America on 

the expedition under the 

command of earl Corn- 
wallis 4183 6 6 
Oct. 29. To ditto for fundry ftores 

ftiipped for the ufe of the 

forces in Canada 26919 15 o 

Dec. 12. To do. for fundry ftores 

(hipped by them for the 

fervice of the army in 

North America 9559 10 10 

To do. for coals, four crout, 

clothing, and ftfndry 

other ftores flapped for 

the fervice of dp. in do- 8574 1 9 
May I. To Richard Atkinfon, Efq. 

for iron ware ftiipped for. 

Canada % 807 6 9 

31. To do. for provifions Tup- 
plied to recruits on their 

palTage to America, by 

order of the lords of the 

treafury 8488 5 o 



122420 8 7 



Carrie* over &$l% $\o«^V>f^v\ 
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Data of £. s. d. £. ■ ^ j. 

Warrants* Sroughtover 5853a 5 10 504598.17 

Dec. 10. To do. for o^ts (hipped for 
the fervice of the forces 
in North America 32647 18 6 

To do. for fundry (lores fent 
to North America for the 
fervice of do. " 64*78 14 10 

To do. for do. fervice 6289 xo o 



it 



Apr. 8. To Henry Callender, in 
full fat isf a 61 ion for fun- 
dry (lores configned to 

% the quarter- matter-gene- 
ral of the forces in Ca- 
nada 3126 3 I 

To Thomas Burchett in 
full fatisfa&ion for the 
expenfe of accommoda- 
tion and provifions for 
54 foldiers embarked on 
board the (hip Britifh 
Queen for Canada 294 % 3 

To John Dalfton for ftores 
(hipped for Canada for 
the ufe of the army there 1347 5 1 

Dec. 12. To John t)al(lon for bar- 
rack furniture and fundry 
other ftores (hipped for 
the fervice of the forces 
in North America 4938 old 

To do. for do. fervice 1922 12 3 

To John Dickfon for ditto 

fervice 14796 18 5 

To do. for do. fervice 5761 3 4 

Apr. i§. To John Williams for the 
expenfes of arming fun- 
dry (hips difpatched to 
Canada 1159 16 4 

Juljr4. To Edward Johnfon for 
cannon, gunpowder, wa- 



103948 9 



4767 M 



27418 14 I 



Carried over 11 sfe ^ ^W^u 



A- 1777, D E B A T E $> il 

Dates of £. s. d. £. s. 4 

tParranU* Brought over 1x59 l * 4 640733 ** J 

tcr caflcs, ^nd bedding, 
Ihipped at Corkc for the 
armament of fhips em- 
ployed in carrying pro- 
vifions to America, and 
for the accommodation of 
. foldiers therein 9298 16 9 

July 4* To John Dalfton for the 
cod and outfit pf fix 
armed vefTels difpatched 
to Canada 1 3856 I to 

Aug 2. To Edward Johnfton for 
cannon and gunpowder 
fupplied for the armament 
of (hips employed in car- 
rying provisions to Ame- 
rica 6689 ll 7 
To Roderick Mackenzie for 
the armament of fundry 
fhips to carry provifions 
to America, and for fur- 
ni fhing provifions for fol- 
diers taken on board the 
faid fhips 5325 15 2 

Oft. 29, To Meflrs. Mure, Son, and 
Atkinfon, for the arma- 
ment of feveral fhips em- 
ployed to carry provi- 
fions from Corke, for the 
ufe of the forces in Ame- 
rica, and for provifions 
for foldiers on board the 
faid fhips 5019 14 9 

To do. for cannon, gunpow- 
der, and water cafks (hip- 
ped for Corke, to be there 
applied for the armament, 
of fhips employed in car- 
rying provifions to Ame- 
rica, and to the accommo- 
dation of foldiers therein 

5901 iS $ 4a*v> V> - 



N4 



188 PARLIAMENTARY A. t Ti 

Data of •. £. . s. d. £. x. 

Warrants. Brought over 687985 6 

May 1. To John Dickfon for the 
lofs of the (hip Swift, 
burnt at fea, and for the 
cargo and outfit of the 
(hip Elizabeth, difpatch- 
ed to Canada in her room 54.15 14, 

Aug, 17. To Meflrs Wooldridge and 

Kelly, towards fatisfying * 

them for the value of the 

cargo of the (hip Molly 

detained in Virginia 3000 o o 

Dec, I2« To Meflrs. Dunlop and 
Wilfon, for the hire and 
value of the floop Ed- 
ward, taken by the rebels, 
and for the hire of the 
floop ;Finca(lle, imprefled 
into his Majefty's fervice 92818 % 
To Meflrs. Eilbeck, Cham- 
bre, Rofs, and Co. for 
the hire of the (hip Dun- 
more, imprefled into his 
Majefty's fervice at Vir- 
ginia, from 22 Auguft 

1777- 1775 to 1 5 June 1776 2121 15 2 

Jan 17. To Peter Perchard, mer- 
chant, for the hire of the 
fnow Friends, employed 
in the King's fervice, 
from 17 Nov. 1775 to 
4 Nov. 1776 1327 18 9! 

To MeflTrs. Cope and Big- 
neli for fundry (lores 
fupplied from the (hip 
Levant, in Virginia, for 
the fervice of that colony in 13 



1776. To Alexan. Watfon, mer- 
June 27. chant, for -the ufe of Na- 
thaniel Wraxhall, for rice 
deihoyed at Savannah, in 



12905 6 i< 



Carried over, *p<&<^ \-^ 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 18 

Dates of £• J. d. £. s. 4 

Warrants. Brought over 700990 13 j 

Georgia', by order of Cap- 
tain Barkley and Major 
Grant 869 15 6 

To Meffrs. Cowper and 
Telfair, merchants, for 
the value, commiffion, 
infurancc, and brokerage . 
of a quantity of rice de- 
ftroj ed at do. by order of 
ditto 1868 IO 

Aug. 7, To John Rae, merchant, 
for the value, freight, &c. 
of 95 : barrels of rice 
fhipped at Savannah, in 
Georgia, for the ufe of 
the forcec in North Ame- 
rica 486 6 6 
8. To Alexander Watfon, - * 
merchant, for the ufe of 
John Alexander, > mafter 
and owner of the brigan- . 
tine Chriftian, for the 
freight of 375 barrels of 
rice deftroyed at do, or 
taken from thence for the 
ufe of the forces in do. 295 9 o 
17. To John Nutt, merchant, 
for 165 barrels of rice 
fhipped at do. for the ufe 
of the forces in do. 822 o o 
To Sir James Wright, Bart, 
for the value and freight 
of 532I half barrels of 
rice lhipped for the fervice 
of the forces in do. or de- 
ftroyed at 'do. 2564 8 6 . 
1777, To Meffrs. Graham, John- . ' ' 
fon, and Co. for the va- 
lue, freight, and other 
• • ■ charges of 2$ barrels of 

Carried over 6906 o fe ^o^^ ^o> 



10* PARLIAMENTARY A. ^77^ 

Dates of £. s. d. £. s* d. 

Warrants Brought over 808236 7 10J 

1776. To Anthony Merry, Efq. 
March 1. by way of impreft, and 

upon account of monies , 

advanced by him in pur- 
chafing, fitting out, and 
arming a veflel to be em- 
ployed in the fervice of 
fupplying the forces in 
North America withpro- 
vifions, and in purchaf-r 
ing fundry articles of pro- 
visions for the faid fer- 
vice 5000 00 
May 31 • To do. by way of impreft, 

and upon account of mo- " *• 

nies advanced by him for 

the coft and freight of - 

cattle, fheep, and hogs, 

fent to America for the 

1, fervice of the army 

l| there 4000 00 

\ June 21. To do. in full fatisfa&ion 

1 and difcharge of all claims 

I and demands whatfoever, 

' for the outfit and cargoes 

^ of fundry {hips addrefled 

to General Sir William 
Howe, at Halifax, in 
Nova Scotia 7561 11 1 



|* Jan. 29. To George Charlton, for 
■; expenfes incurred for the 

embarkation, &c. of the 

troops at Corke, in the 
I months of Aug. and Oft. 

1775 3 2 5 5 o 

' April 16. To ditto for expenfes in- 
curred by him for do. at 
J do. in the month of De- 

ll cember 1775, and in the 



16561 10 



Carried over 32$ 5 o 824797 18 xo£ 



A. 1777. & E B A f £ is. 

Dates if £. s. d. £. s 4 

'Warrants. Brought over 325 5 o 824797 x8 

months of Jan. Feb. and 
1776. March, 1776 226 14 7 

Aug. 7. To do. for expenfes incur- 
red by him for do. at do. 
in the months of March 
and April 1776 308 ' 4 o 



March 7. To Col. Chriftie, by way 
of impreft, and upon ac- 
count for pay of the arti- 
ficers going out for the re- 
lief of Quebec 2000 
April 22. To John Trotter, Efq. in 
full fatisfa&ion of the like 
fum expended by him in 
providing hofpitals, bed- 
ding, &c. for the ufe of 
the forces in North Ame- 
rica 4309 o 8 
May 17. To do. for providing hof- 
pital tents, &c. for the 
ufe of the forces in do. 233 3 o 

To do. for hofpital bedding 

provided for do. 3734 14 5 

Aug. 19. To do. for providing divers • 
extra camp neceflaries for 
the 1 ft battalion of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Maclean's 
corps 61 a 1 

To do. for providing do. for 

the 2d battalion of do. 61 2 I 

To do. for providing do. for 
Lieut. Colonel Goreham*s 
corps 39 18 5 

To do, for providing do. for 
the detachment from the 
three regiments of foot 
guards 87 4 2 

To do. for providing do. for 
the regiment of Waldeck 
foot 61 21 " ■■• 



93° 3 



Carried over ~ %i%n fe- \\ V*yv& ^ 



f94 PARLIAMENTARY A. ^ n . 

pamof £• s. d. £. f, 4 

Warrants. Brought over 8587 6 II 8277*8 9 f| 

Aug. 19. To do. for providing do. 
1776. for the foreign troops fer- 

ving in America 1863 14 

Todo. for providing dp* for 

the ufe of the forces in 

North America 87 4 % 

To do. for do. 2333 X S ° 

Dec. 20. To do. for providing camp 

neceflaries for the corps 

of infantry raifed in 

North America, under 

the command of Lieut. 

Col; Goreham, and in 

providing tents, &c. for 

the officers of the faid 

$orps 332 7 



July 5. To William Knox, Efq* 
for procuring proper pre- 
fents for the Indians bor- 
dering on the colonies iu 
North America 5000 p o 

Sept. 29. To do, for do. 6000 o o 

Aug. 2. To Meflrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, to be by then? paid 
over to the wives and at- 
tornies of fundry artifi- 
ce reemployed in Canada 278 13 6 
17. Todo. to be paid over to do* 228 13 6 

Dec. 4. Todo, to be paid over to dp. 228 13 6 

N(>v. 13. To Philip Deare, in full, 
for clothing, arms, and 
accoutrements, provided 
by him for the corps of 
Royal Highland Emi- 
grants, purfuant to con- 
tract 4606 5 9 
X9. To Thomas Harley, Efq. 
fpr clothing provided for 



J3 a °4 7 t 



I IOOO Q O 



I36 o 6 



Carried over 460k s 9 %s^*& *<* o 



A. 1777* DEBATES. 19$ 

Dates of £. s. d. £. s. d* 

Warrants. Brought over 4666 5 9 $52668 IO 0$ 

a corps of men raifed by- 
Francis Leggc, Efq. go- . 

1776. vernor of Nova Scotia 3405 6 II 
Nov. 21 • To do. for do. provided for 

the corps of Royal High- 
land Emigrants, com- 
manded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Maclean 198a 16 f 

„ .. 9994 9 * 

Aug. 15. To Thomas Hutchins, to- 
wards reimburfing him 
money advanced for car- 
rying on public works 
at Penfacola, in Weft 
Florida 

•Nov. i. Todo. toreimburfedo. for 
do. 

Jan. 17. To do. in full for money 

1777. due to him for do. 
1776. ■■ . ■ . — - 3750 1 4i 

OSt. 23. To the pay of fundry ge- 
neral and ftaff officers in 
North America tljii 6 8 

April 3. Tobillsofexchangedrawn 
by SirGuy Carleton, for 
public ferv. 150 O O 

Nov. 26. Todo. fordo. 943a 19 6 

9582 19 6 

April 3. Tobillsofexchangedrawn 
by Hefior Theophilus 
Cramahe, Efq. for pub- 
lic ferv. 13194 15 4> 

Nov. 38. Todo. fordo, no 00 

: 14024 15 9 

April 3. Tobillsofexchangedrawn 
by Guy Johnfon, Efq. 
fordo. 4430 13 4 

Nov. 26. To do. drawn by Francis 

Legge, Efij. for do. 2970 o o 
To do; drawn by John 

Went worth, Efq. for do. 1000 00 



3»o 








650 








2800 


1 


4| 



Carried oyer $uw&, % •*• *TW* V "* 



Sfl 6 PARLIAMENTARY A.X75 

Dates of £'. s. d. £. s. 

/tenants* - Brought over 3200& 8 J 877924, 7 

Nov. 26. To bills of exchange drawn 

1776. by the Earl of Dunnaore 

for public fervices 25000 o O 

Do, drawn, by, ■ William 

Tryon, Efq. for do. 4000 o o . 

Do. drawnbyJohnThomas, I 

Efq. for do. 987. OO. 

Do. drawn by Philip Cal- 

bec, efq. for do. 820 2 4 

Do. drawn by Lord Wil- 
liam Campbell, for do. 434 14 9 

Do. drawn by Hugh Lord, 

Efq. fordo. 78416 l\ 

Do. drawn by Robert Gor- 
don, Efq. for do. 5600 o o 

Do. drawn by William 

Faucitt, Efq. for do. 24835 I 6 

94470 3 

May 2. To Chriftopher Baldwin, 
Efq. to enable him to pay 
bills of exchange, drawn 
by Governor Martin, for 
* public exigencies of the 

government of North Ca- 
rolina 546 9 4 
Nov. 13. ToLauncelot Hilton, to fa- 
tisfy a bill of exchange 
drawn by Capt. Hugh 
Lord, commandant at 
the Illinois, for contin- 
gent difburfements at Fort 

1777. Gage 94 16 4 
Jan. 17. To MfiTrs. Graham, John- 

fon, andLCo. to fatisfy a 
bill of exchangedrawn by 
George Baillie, Efq. up- 
on John Campbell, Efq. 
late agent for the province 
of Georgia 467 10 8 

1776. ■— - 1108 16 i 

Feb ..28. To bills of exchangedrawn * 
by General Boyd, Lieut, 

• * Carried over SI Wi *> ^ 



A* 1777/ DEBATES. , 19; 

Dates ef £. s. d. £> s. d* 

fParrantz 1 \ * brought qvw < 9735^3 6. 1.1 \ 

Governor of Gibraltar) 
1776. fordo*. ; 1191 3 9 

" " 1187 10 



Aug. 17. Do. for do. 1 187 16 3 

April 3. Do. drawn by William 
Young, Efq. for do* at 
Tobago,&c.95i7 ij o 

Nov. 26. Do. for do 9500 , o o 

April 3. Do. drawn by Thomas 
Shirley, Efq. for public 
fervices 350 o , o 

Nov, 26. Do. for do* 2160 178. 

April 3. Do.drawnbySirBafilKeith, 

fordo. 1299 9 3 

Nov. 26. Do. fordo. 1299 17 8 



2379 *> ° 



190x7 15 o 



2510 17 8 



Do. drawn 


t by Valentine 


2599 





II 


Morris, 


Efq. for do. 


4000 








Do. drawn 


i by Lord Mia- 








cartney, 


fo/ do. 


1500 









32006 19 7 
.Feb. 6. To John Durand, Efq. for 

provifions (hipped to the 

ifland of St. Vincent, and 

iflued to the troops in 

Grenada 45°7 4 * 

22. Do. for provifions (hipped 
s :- to the ifland of St* Vin- 
cent 3164 29 
April 26. Do. for provifions (hipped 

to the iflands of Tobago 

and Dominica xioi 18 9 

May 22. Do. for provifions (hipped . 

to the iflands of Domini* 

ca and St. Vincent's, and 

iflued within the ifland of * 

Grenada 5329 169 

July 11. Do. for provifions iflued 

within the ifland of Gre* 

Carried over imo* * * \w>sv^ *> ** 

Vol.V. Q - 



i*g PARLIAMENTARY A. m? * 

Dates of £. s. d. JT. t« A 

Warrants. . Brought over 14*03 ft. 4 100551*. 6 H- 

nada, between 1 Jan. and 
I 77^- 3 1 March 1776, included 1218 27 II 
Aug. 1 • Do. for do. (hipped at Gre- 
nada, for the ufe of the 

forces at St. Vincent, Do. 

minica, and Tobago, and 

for provifions condemned 

in Grenada 6aai 178 

Nov. 1 2. Do. for do. (hipped from 

Grenada for the ufe of the 

forces in the i Hands of 

St. Vincent, Dominica, 

and Tobago ; alfo for 

provifions iflTutd in the 

(aid ifland of Grenada, to 
1777. 30 June 1776 5819 1 it 

Jan. 16. To do. forprovifions (hipped 

to the ifland of St. Vin- 
cent, iflued in the ifland 

of Grenada, between 1 

July and 30 Sept. 1776 5046 13 9 

32409 13 7 . 
Towards the expenfe of 

provifions delivered to the 

regiments in the ceded 

iflands, apply the Aim 

voted upon eftimate 1776 

for that fervice I 773 i l 4- ° 

1776. f . . , ■ • .... 14676 10 Tf 

Feb. 6. To Zachary Philip Fon- 

nereau, Efq.^ndSirMer* 

rick Burrell, Bart, for 

victualling the forces In 

the garrifon of Gibraltar, 

between 2 and 29 Oit. 

1775 2553 15 7 

Mar. 1 1. To do. for do. in do. be- 
tween 30 Oft. 1775, and 

24 Dec. following 539° '"* 4 IO 

Apr. 3. To do. for do. between 25 

Dec. 1775, and 21 Jan. 

1776 261$ \t % 

27. To do. for do. between 22 



Carried over ios^o ^ 1 wioVi ^ 



A» 177 74 P £ B AT E£ 1 

Dates tf £. s. d. £. £4 4 

Warrant** brought over 10560 3 f 1 020 187 4 j 

Jan. and 18 Feb. 1776* 
1776. both included 9609 14 it 

June 20. To do. for do. between 19 
Feb. and 17 Mar. 1776, 
both included 267 1 I J 5 

28. To do. for dt>. between 18 
March and 14 April 
1776, both included 26rg 14 af 

Aug. 1. To do. &rde» between r5 
April and 12 May 
17769 both Included 263D l] 5 

To do. for do* between 13 
May and 9 June 1776* 
both included >>-. . ^653 It 8f 

Sept. 25. To do. for do. between to 
June and 7 July 1776, 
both included 2639 13 5 

Nov. 12* To do. for do. between $ 
July and 1 Sept. 17^6* 
both included 4824 7 3 

Dec. 20. To do. for do. between 2 
and 29 Sept; 1776, both 
included 2414 5 8 

To do. for do. between 30 
Sept. and 27 Oft. 1776, 
both included 2422 92 

To do. for infurance on 
provifionsfent to do. be* 
tween 2 O&. 1775 and 
29 Sept. 1776, both in- 
cluded 504 5 5 

I .1*1 Nl ■ 

$6*44 17 t 
Towards the expenfe. of 
provifions delivered tt> 
the regimtots at Gib* 
raltar, apjHy the fmb 
voted upon eftitaslte 
3776, for that iferVic* *4374 9 4 

■ 1 ■ > ■ 1 n n u 12170 8 4 



Carried over tojaSSf *4 
O * 



to* PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 



Dates of £. 


s. i. JT. s. i. 


Warrants. Brought over 


1032357 14 5I 


Mar. 1 1 . To Samuel Smith, Efq. for 





1776. vi&ualiing the forces in 
the province of Sene- 
gambia, between i Apr. 

1 77S> an d 30 Sep** f°l* 

lowing 77a & 6 , 

May 22. To do, for do. between i 7..' 

06h and 31 Dec. 1775, ■- 

Inclufive 1397 17 5 

Aug. j. To do. for do. between 1 

}an. and 30 Mar. 1776, 

inclufive 1488 15 10 

Nov. 1. To do. for do. at Senegal, 

between t April and 30 

June 1776, for vi&ual- 

lingdo. at Gambia, ber 

tween 22 Dec. 1775, 

and 27 April 1776, and 

for the agent victuallers ;-»■..•. 

falary at James's Fort, 

Gambia, from 1 July 

1775, to 30 June 1776 2232 12 5 

5891 14 2 
Towards the expenfe of 
provifions delivered to 
the corps in Africa, ap- 
ply the Turn voted upon 
eftimates 1776, for that 
fervice 2328 2 of 

1777. 3565^ ia \\ 

Jan. 16. To Thomas Harley, -Efq. on account of 

provifions fent by him for the fupply of 
1776. the garrifon in Minorca Uooo o O 

Apr. 3. To Anthony Bacon and Lewis Chauvet, 
Efq. for 40 negroes furnifhed and em- 
ployed by them in the ifland of Tobago, 
from 1 March to 1 July 1775 \ for ' 
40 do* employed in the faid ifland, from 
.30 June to 16 Aug. 1775 ; for 51 ne- 
groes in the ifland of Grenada, from 1 



Catne&wtt. \Q\*wy*i 4 6$ 



A. 1777. DEBATE S/ 1 ac 

Data of £. s. d 

Warrants. . Broughtover 1 04692 ^ 6 

July to 10 Aug. I775f and for 154 ne- 
groes furnifhed and employed by them 
in the ifland of St. Vincent, from 1 
July to 12 Aug. 1775, who have been 
fupplied and vi&ualted by them, and 
for travelling charge? and duties paid ort 

1775. negroes , ." 1051 10 % 
Aug. 4. To Col. William Faucitt, 

by way of impreft, ; and £ f s. d. 

1776. upon account ;./' 10000 o o 
Jan. 20. To do. by way of do. \ • 10000 b b 

■ . ■ ' * ' 2OO0O O C 

Feb. 7. To John Campbell, Efq, 

for a bill of exchafrgtf J- ";' 

drawn by him, as caihier . ; 

of the royal bank of Scot- 
land 191 o 6 
Mar. 15. To James Mafterfon .and 

John Inglifs, Efq. . for . 

oatmeal, firing, candles, ? : 

&c. furnifhed to the . 

forces in the garrifons 

of fort William in Loch- f 

aber, called Duartand . r --{A4 

fort Auguftus, in. the 

barracks of Bernera, In- 

yerfnaid, Corgaft caftle, . 

and Brcemar caftle, and ^ . 

in the garrifon pi fort 

George, from 1 Jan. ... .~~ .;' 

1775, to 31 Dec. foU 

lowing 257© XX 10 

June 7. To the* Duke of Argyll, , , 

for the like fum expended ■ ? 

by him on divers ocea- 

fions for the good of the f 

fervice in North Britain 300 00 - t : * 

Nov. 29; To Humphry Bland Gar- . 

diner and James Kempt, 

for neceflaries furnifhed 

by thejn for-ihe ufeof 

o 3 



at* PARLIAMENTARY A;-«Hf 

Dates of £, s. J. £. Si '-•£ 

Wartantt* Brought over 366! 1* 4 106797* »* if 

the forces 5v North BiJ- ; . - ■■'■■; 

tain in tie year X776 -W^J **■ S '* T 

1776. ' " "' ■■ ' i '•' 6297 8 7 

July 3. To Jam* Meyrich, fo^- v^ 

(exeootor 6f the hie : ;V : - 

Willtem Sjtufctly), in .,■■.?.>* 

' * foil fatisfadion of the ■■ trm . .; . 

like fum expended by ' " -^ '•'•' 

him, in providing and ""'■:. ■ • t 

repairing utenfits, and -•. » 

for fwnifting coals and • -r-. 

candles for the ufe of the 
forces in the barracks if 
Portfmouth •■ 157 g 7 

Feb. 2. To Andrew Clinton, Eflj. 

in full fatisfaflionof the .-.-.'.• 

like km expended by : -' ' ' 

him, in providing fttfd "\ ; ' l 

repairing divers utenfils. *' ■ '^ 

&c. for the ufe of fhi 

barracks in Plymouth 

Dock, from 25 l>ee# 

1774, to 24 Dec. 1775 ■ 192 05 

May 26. To do. to enable him to 
provide coals and candks '•' 
for the ufe of the forces 
that are, or may be, in 
the barracks at Plymouth 
Dock 500 o o 

July 20. To do. for providingcoals, 
candles, and fundry uten- 
fils, for the ufe of the . 
troops in the citadel o{ 
Plymouth and St. Ni- 
cholas ifland, from Dec, 

1777. 1775, to 24 June 1776 252 910 
Jan. 13. To do. for providing coals, 

candles', and fundry uteri- 
fils, for do. in do. from 
25 June 1776, to 24 
Dec. following 2*4 7 4- 



Carried ove* *>S* *1 T^W^^»i *3c 
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A* 17774 

Bate} of 

tVarrwfa .■■ Brought over 

Jan. 20. To do. for providing and 
1 7 7 7 • repairing divers utenfils, 
&c. for lie ufe of the 
barracks at Plymouth 
Dock, from 25 DJpc. 
1775, to 25 Dec. 1776, 
and for bis falary, for 
providing andtakingcare 
of them for the faid pe- 
riod 



1776. 
Aug* 19. 



1777. 
Jap. 13. 



1776. 
Jan. 29. 



To John Powell, Efq. /or 
his Majefty's proportion 
of coals landed and re- 
ceived at Gibraltar, be- 
tween 3 May 1 775, juaU. 
22 Feb. 1776, for fjie 
ufe of th$ garrifon there, 
and -for the additional 
expenfe of freight and 
infurance 

To do. for do. received at 
ditto, between 16 July 
and 22 Nov. 1776, and 
for additional expenses, 
&c. 



Z158 



*7 



To Lieut. Gen. Elliott, 
for grafs money for' the 
15th reg. of dragoons, in 
the fummer 1775 

Mar. 29. To Lord Robert Manner^, 
for do. of tbe 2d reg. of 
dragppn guards, in the 
fummer 1775 

May 16. To Lord Townfliend, fojr 

do. for the 2d reg. pf 

do. in the fummer 1773 

Do. for do. in the fummer 

'774 



126 
126 



a< 



d. 

7 



1074427 



s. 
*4 



*&.M 9 



1312 9 4 



30Q3 io 6 



2466 j 6 



, v 4469 H c 



495 «:7. 9 



3 6 9 3 *l 



5 o 
5 o 



Carried wer 111 7 10 l| io8o2oq \\ 1 




m FA*fcrA*TE*tf ARY Jftjftj 

mnrfiUUsh - - • > : * * Bfttoght orex *~ WT M *li ipfcttjG 

Do. for do, in the fumoier r r - : \ ,c " ;* f^T^o**-] 

1775 : i^fr^ju/^ 1 ^ *£« 
ToLieut.Gen; Elliott,<br ' ;. r "; -^ 

cxtnifceding f &c.ofilie/ :• : -*=f»d 
detachment of his reg. of * - J --*** 
dragoons in the yejr- : %* fc <" ^^pffc^ 

Nov. 15. To Sir Geoigp Howart^ :* 7/ : r *K'^* 
for graft money? for the \* J : *?* 

jth reg. of do. to the ^:i -■ ■ « 

fummer 1776 41* 18. J. r - .,, m *\\ 

To Major Gen. Johnlfa*,i * -" ' * ;.' l V ' Q 1 ^ 
for do. of the nthdo^--^. *\ : v '"*'' '-'"• * „" 
of oWMn the ftmracr ■'. - , . i r 

Tof Gen. Moftyn, for di-'tj . : ^ * * *<** 
of thp ift do. guards/ fit "v ; f * - *£ 

do. 1776 ■. ^V:^.^/^Vllq " 

To Major Gen. Fitzfoy, ! ; -" ^^r 

fordo,ofthe3dregfcof Nv-ri. : ." H; \ : 
dragoons, in do. 17^6.^ ..163 ^ pr^A. . ■•'■-■ 
Dec. 20. To the Earl of Pembro^^ V « « ^ '• f^: v : *> J / 
fordo, of the 1 ft dq. in -; *-.r :,> f.y-* 
do. 1776 ' \>< ^'ii6 /j/v-nt " 

ToMajofGen; Cfrpenter, V *,;*'. "7 

for do. of the 4th do. in ■ - .' # : ! * s >; V 

do. 1776 ■, 136, 5 cr . .._ •" ^ 

To Lord Robert Manners *' v ' ••:-■*■ 

for do. of the 3d reg* of : • ■"->.'■* 

do. guards, in do. 1776 179 1% 7i* : .* 

To Lieut. Gen. Harvey, 

for do. of the 6th rtg.' ■ ' v ' .. * v - 

of dragoons, in ditto ..'■'•• ' ' • v ' 

1776 '■" iaft 5 tt ' 

'775-. * • ■ • ■ ' 3<8a o 

0£L £7. Tp Meffrs. Cox and Mair, 

for the pav of 9 furgeoits 

mates to the 50th reg. of ' ' ' '' 

foot, Rationed at Jartiaf- - f : . 

or, from i$ Dee. 1774, 
V, .1024 June 1775 977 08 



Carried oye* } an 9 %. i<&?&\ <A 



*;t777- ■■ DEB ATE & ■• * 

Bates ef £. s. d. £. s. • 

JPari>dnts. Brought over 277 o 8 1083391 18 

Jan. 29. To Lieut. Gen. Harvey ,. 
1776. for his additional pay as 

adjutant-general, from 

25 Dec. 1774, to 24 * ' y ' 

Dec. 1775 1460* 00 « ,:; " 

To Col. Charles Greyyfer y- 

his pay as aid decamp to '■" ' ; 

the Kttigj to 24 Dec. ^ 

1775 ' -r-' -200 o o •* ' ' ••'^ 

To Sir Thomas Spencer 

Wilfon, for his pay as "\ • ' 

do. for 280 days, frdrit ' 

20 March 1775, to 24' . 

Dec? following 153 8 *6 

31. ToRokert Adair, Efq. for 

365 days pay as infpec- ■ 

tor-general of the hof- : 

pitalv ta 24 December 

1775 • "547 JO o 

To Meffrs. Powell and 

Cooke, for the pay. of 

feveral fupernumerary 

officers of the invalids, 

from 25 Dec. 17741 to 

24 Dec. 1775 **^7 '4 ° 

Feb. 17. To Col. William Faucet, 

for 92 days pay, as com- 

miflary in Germany, ' n • :• 

from 3 Nov. 1775,'to 

2 Feb. 1776, both in* 

clufive 460 o o* 

Mar. 5. To Lieut. Col. Townf- 

hend, for fuperintending ' 

the recruiting of the ad- 
ditional companies in 

Ireland 475 00 

15. To William Bifhop, for * 

365 days pay, as fur- 

geon at Senegal, to 24 - 

Pec. 1774 182 10 v 



Carried over 5923 3 % \*fe$$si \&t 



P A R fc ! A -M E KT A k Y A. * n?? 

rrwi/fc, &<>Ught ohi, S9»3 3 * '083391, |l.-f| 

Mar. 20, To John Fentop, Efq, for 
1776. 213 days pay, as £»p« 

tain and commanded of 

William and Maryitf-. ' .'.-,. ^ \ _ 

tic, ii|. the fV&vipce of 

New Hampshire, ffflpj .: . v 2 ;^,0 .;*■ 

7Junei 77 s,to5jwp. : ;..,. :i , . 

1776 s s9 r: g$£;Q ' " ,- 

April 3. To Samuel BoUwl, Efq. 

183 days pay, as fee* . : .-...o!V '-,\ r , 

veyor-general of |ho ' ". j t ;• 

province of Quebec, • 

from 31 0£t. 1775^.10.- . 

30 April 1776 . 183 , # . f : . 

To Col. Wrightfon, in 9^. 

dition to his falary J* . . 

major to Chelfea Iftf* , 

P ital ':.■".. MP,. V.q.-,./. Ll 

i6.ToMefTrs.RofsandGray, . ri 

for the pay of 9 iurgfftqs .; 

mates belonging tq.fhf .. ^ : j ..;.,.>" 

ift batt. of the 60th jt& , ' 

of foot, Rationed at Ja* • r 

tnaica, from 25 jfj^nq , . , 

I77S> to *4 D^- fol- 
lowing $78 jo .6., 
Slay 2. To Capt. Andrew Frafay 

for 178 days pay, a* 

commiflary at Dunlttfjc, t 

from ii Oft. i77Sf.^cx , M 

<f April 17761 both in- 

clufive . 267 p .p.. , 

17. To Lieut. Col f Town£* 

hend, for pay for %\q 

days, as fuperinter^nt 

of the recfuitingfervice, 

from 20 May 1775^0. 

24 Dec. following, )>oth 

inclufive 2i6 U 6 

2?. To Mefirs. Cox and Mair, 
,~ *? .. for the pay of .9 fur- 

Carried over 7181 5 2 1 083391 18 a 



Jfc*777- " DEBATE S. ; ' ^ 

r arrantK Brought over Sipi c 2*082*0118 2* 

geons mates to the 56th ■ *^«7 ** ** 

reg. of foot, ftationedat •"'* 4 

Jamaica, from 25 Jtfie ''^. ' 

i775> to 24 Dec. fol- ' :v 

*, I 77 6 * flowing {*7&IQ $ *' 

May 24. To Col. William Faudtt, " ' J* ~; 

for oodayspay^ascortf." ' . y • 

miliary In Germany. •• 

from 3 Feb. 1776, (6$ "' V'" '. '"' 

May following, bothYhV ^ v ' o: - • 

clufive " V - ;:r ^ 6" o' ' 

June 7. To Col. William Roy;Tof^ **"'■;' 

1 83 days pay, for furier- ':' ' "-"*■" 

intending (lores fent to * 

America ' '*J56 o o' ; ' 

10. To Col. Charles Raipf- \ = j, : 

ford, for 39 days piy\ l : ' 

as commiflary for miit 

tering and embarking i" 

reg. of Hanau infantry,' 
4 from 26 Feb. 1776, to 

4 April following 117 o a 

18. To Robert Gordon, IJfq. 

for 90 days pay, as com- * 

miflary of provifions at , / 
" Cork, from 21 Feb., 

1776, to 21 May ftiU A ■ 

lowing ; 99 00 

yme 20* To Major Gen. Havilaftd, - • * 
'for 7idajrspay, as in- 

fpe&or-general of the 

forces in the Weft In- 
dia iflands, from 14 OSt 9 

1775, to 24 Dec. fol. ' 

lowing, both inclufive 180 o o 
To Major Gen. Evelyn, 

for his extra trouble and » 

expenfe, in reviewing 

his Majefty's land forces 

in the year 1776 100 o o ' 

Carried over 8762 15 $ 1083391 iX *i 



* P A R L I AM E.NTARY A. tttfr 

rKamts. ■ , . , Brougqt.a««r . 8762 15 8 1683391 18 af 
f 4. To J&nn-Fenton, Efq. ft*. 
1776. 182 days pay, as cap-' 

tain and commander of 

William and Mary caf- ' 

tie, in New Hamplhire, 

from 6 Jan. 1776, to,5 1 - . ■ 

July following, both fo- t 

clufive ' 182 o. o 

12U To Col. Charles Rafef*-'^ .' 

ford, for^da^spajvfts,!' < v ' ■ 

commiflary for muffer-" 

ing and embarking a 

corps of Hanau artillery,' • 

from 14 May 1776, tq 

*6 June following, both 

inchifive • 132 o 6 ' 5 

ug, 17. To Col. William Faucitfc. . , * 

for 92 days pay , as cdov- * 

mtffary in Germany* ' ! ' ' 

from 3 May 1776, to 

2 Aug. following, both 

inclufive 460 o o "'• 

19* To Lieut. John ' Clevc 

Playdell, for his care and 

trouble in a flirting to 

complete a plan of North 

Britain, from 1 May 

1775, to 30 April 1776, 

both inclufive, being 366 

days 183 00 

spt. t6. To Lieut. Col. Townf- 

hend, for 183 days pay, 

as fuperintendant of the 

recruiting fervice, to 24 

June 1776 183 00' 

To ditto, for the pay of 

officers employedtoajfift 

in carrying on the re- 
cruiting fervice in Ire- 
land 260 10 o 



Carried over 10163 5 8,1083391 18 2 



A<!77* DEBAT1S. T ' 

Dates rf £. s. d. £. ~ §+. 

Warranto Brought over 10163 C' 8 1083391 18 

6a. 3. To John Charlton, forhis - •.* 1 ' 

1776. pay as furgeon to the 1 : ■ 

hofpital at Bofton, -for . ,f » : '■■- = ■ 
260 days, from n Fefc. 
1775, to 28 O&ober 
following, both indu- •■■■ .^i 

five .\ 13a o o •■ i 

ToMeflis. Rofs ancjGray, 

for the pay of 9 furgeteis ' : ! ■;.".• 

mates belonging to the ■.. :» * 

ill batt. of the 60th reg, . ■•;.-■ n : 

of foot, ftatfoned at J a- «.:: 

maica, from 25 Dec. 

1775, to 24 June 1776 178 10 6 - 
8. To Robert Gordon, Efq, 

for 92 days pay, z$ com- 
miflary of provifions at 
Cork, from 22 May 

1776, to 21 Aug, fol- 
lowing 92 # Or 

Nov. 13. To Capt. Andrew Frafer, 
for 188 days pay, as 
commiflary at Dunkirk, * " _. 
from 6 April 1776, to •? • ■ v »i ■; 

1 o OS. folio wing, both -..' 
inclufive • 282 o o- j 

25. To Col. W, Roy, for 183 • • -;: » . 

days pay, as fuperinten* - , - ■ * 

dant of ftores lent to A- ■■*..■■":■ 

merica* from 14 April 

1776, to 13 Oft, foi- 

lowing, both rnclufive , 366 o O 

28. To Robert Gordon, Efq. . 
for 92 days pay, as com- 
miflary at Cork, from 
22 Aug. to 21 Nov# 
1776, both inclufive- 92 o o 

To Col. William Faucitt, 

foro2 days pay, as com- * i 

miliary in Germany, 
from 3 Aug. 1776, to 2. . . 



Carried over «4$3 16 * ioS^x v% 



PARLIAMENTARY A»tT?yt 

i*f £. s. d. £. s< dL 

Brought over . 11403 16 t 1083391 tft 4$ 

Nov. following, b6th 
r776. included 460 « o 

)cc. 11. To Major Generals Johrt- 

fton, Parker, and L&4 

Adam Gordon, for tkcifr 

trouble and expenfe in . 

reviewing his Majefty's 

forces in anno 1776 1^3) id o 
17. To John Fenton, Efq. for 

184 days pay, as cap- 
tain and commander of 

William and Mary cat- 
tle, in New Hampfhire, 

from 6 July 1776, to 5 

Jan. 1777 184 d o 

19* To Richard Reeve, E£q. 

for 141 days pay, at 

deputy paymafter upon 

an expedition underGea. 

Clintos, from 8 Jan. 

1776, to 28 May fol- 
lowing, both inclufive 211 10 o 
To Robert Duff, Efq. for 

145 days pay, as gover- 
nor of Newfoundland, 

from 22 Od. to 14 

March 1776 217 10 o 

To John Campbell, E%. 

for 1 year's allowance, as 

fuperintendant and in* 

fpedor of Indian affairs 

in the province of Que- 
bec, from 2 O&. 17 75, 

to 2 Oft. 1776 300 O q 

To Major Hay man Rooke* 

as major to the late 98th 

reg. of foot, for 366 

days allowance, to 24 

Dec. 1776 274 10 o 

To George Munro, Efq* 

for 366 days pay,, as 

• Carried oyer 1578816 t 1083391 18 aj 
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Jffnanti. . Brpugfct over *57*8 16 a 1 083391 18 

commiflary of (lores in 

North Britain, to do. 183 * , O 

To Lieutenant Col. Birch, 

for 366 days allowance, 

in lieu of a troop of light 

dragoons, to ditto 283 13 o 

To Major General Geo* 

Prefton,for 366 days *]k- < • ■ : 

lowance,in lieuof atroep . 

of light dragoons, to do* 283 ij o 



1776. To Lord John Murray, to 
Mar. 15* enable him *o reimburfe 

the non-commiflion offi- 
, cers and private men of 

the 42d regi ment of foot f 

the ftoppages made for 

t hefurgeon and pay-maf- 

ters' allowances from 25 

June 1775* to 24 Dec. 

following, and for the al- 
io wance of bread money 

tothefaid regiment, from 

18O&. tot^Nov. 1775 164 4 8£ 
To Edm. Armftrong, Efq. 

to enable him to reim- 
burfe do, of the 8th of 

loot, the ftoppages made . 

for do. and for the al- 
lowance of bread to 32d 

regiment of foot from 

a$ June 1775, to the 

24th Dec. following 590 15 1 

To Adam Wood, Efq. to 

enable him to reimbutfc 

do. of the 31ft regiment 

of foot, the ftoppages 

made for do. from 25 

June 1 7 7 5, to 24th Dec. 

following, and for the al- 
lowance of bread money 



16539 * 
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for the faicf regiraeht, ■»«.— >•. 1 

from 1 ft July to 3! Dec* ■■"' 

X77S "■' 3 8 * 9 S :i '' 

, To Edward Bi&op, E6j. ''■■' 

to enable him to ram*. 

buried*, oftht 5th ne~ .i^-.y d . 

giment of foot the do;* "**" ; - : <■ - 

made for do. from 25 " • 

Tone 1775, to 24 Dfcew j v ' 

• foUowtog, ami forth* «1. ^ / ■ ■»> :.!-■. 10 
lowance of bread money 

for the 29th regiment of * «• " >. ; i r. s 't 

foot for the fame time 478 1$ *• ^ ■■■■-• •: ■ tr . 

a6» ToMeffrs. John and Geo. .'■ : • 

Hefle, to enable them to 

reimbnHedo.ofthe*37th . 

regiment of foot the do. 

made for do. from 4 Aug* *:..::: 

i775to24Dec. - folloir- : : P 

ing 71 17 .9 . 

[ar. 26/ToJamesMeyrick, Efq.to 

enable him to reimburfe 

the non-commiflioned 

officers and private men ~ 

of fundry regiments of . •■■■-■ 

foot, the ftoppages made 

for the paymafters and 

furgeons allowances 

from .25 June 1775, to 

24 Dec. following 787 10 2 

ToMefffs. Roberts, to ena- 
ble them to reimburfe . ■ • 

do. of the 27th and 38th 

regiments of foot the do. 

made for do. from do. to 

do. * 155- 5 3 

To Meflrs. Adair and Bui- • 

lock, to enable them to 

reimburfe do. of the 4th, 

25th,and 47th regiments ' • 
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of foot the do. made for 
do. from do. to do, ; 223 12 7. ■ 

To Sir Charles Montagu, 
to enable him to reim- 
burfe do. of the 2d regi- 
ment of foot the do, made 
for do. from do. to do. . 57 o &. 

To James Fitter, Efq, to 
enable him to reimhurfp 
do. qf the 15th and $$th 
regiments of foQt, the 

floppages made fpf do* , 

from 5 Auguft 1775, to 
24 Dec. following , 142 148 

To Meflrs. Rofs and Gray, 
to enable them to reim- 
burfe do. of fundry regi- 
ments of foof the do. made 
d^r do. from 25 June 
1775, to 24 December 
1776. following 857 13 8> 

May 17. To Hugh Jofiah Hanf^rd, 
Efq. to enable him to rc- 
imburfe do. of the 45th 
regiment of foot the do., 
made for do. from do. to 
do. 83 4 9 

22. To Meflrs. Cox and Mair, 

to enable them to, rcim- £ 

burfe do. of fundry regi- 
ments of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. 
to do. 1293 l£k 6 

Q&. 3. ToJatnesMeyrick,Efq.for *% 

his Majefty's allowance 
of bread money to the 
28th, 33d, 46th, 64th, 
and 70th regiments of 
foot ftationed in Chat- 
ham barracks, Tinmouth, » 
and Edinburgh cattle 409 5 o 



Vol. V. 



Carried over 5502 8 it£ u*¥yy>>\ ^ 



*l PAHLlAMfcttlURY A. 1777, 

rgf £• '• * £• .'• '• 

-ants- . ' fought over 550a 18 li£ 1099931 04} 

Jet* 31. ToMeffrs. Adair and Bul- 
1776. lock, to enable them to 

reimburfe the no»-com- 

miffioned officers and pri- 
vate men of the 4th, 15th* 

and 47th. regiments of 

foot, therftoppages made 

for the furgeon and p4y- - 

mailers allowances^ from 

35 Dec. 1775 to 24 J tine 

1776 273 u ia 

To Edward Bifhopp> E(^. 

to enable him to reim- ' 

burfexlo. <rf ih* 5th and 

29th regiments of foot the 

do. made for do. from do. 

to do. 304 r 8 

To Meffrs. Meyridt, to • 

enable them to reimburfe 1" 

do. of fundry regiments 

of foat the do. made for 

do. from do. to do. 933 12 6 

ToLieutenant-general Arm- 

ftrong, to enable him to 

reimburfe do. of the 8th 

regiment of foot the do. 

made fo* do, from do. to 
^dp. 96 6 o 

, #0 Meflrs. Rofs and Gray, 

to enable them to reim* 

burfe do. of fundry re- 
giments of foot the do. 

made for 'do, from do. to 

do. 1614 IO 9 

To Adam "Wood, Efq. to 

enable him to reimburfe 

the non-commiflioned of- 
ficers and private men of 

the 31ft regiment of foot 

the (toppages made for 

the furgeons and paymaf- 
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ters allowances from 25 
Dec. 1775 to 24 June 
1776, and for the allow- 
ance of bread money to 
the faid regiment, from 1 
Jan. to 23 June 1776 24013 2 

To Meflrs. Anderfon and 
Richardfon, to enable 
them to reimburfe the 
non-commifBoned offi- 
cers, &c. of the 4^d, 
or Royal Highland regi- 
ment of foot the do. 
made for do. from 25 
Dec. 1775, to 24 June 
1776 166 7 6 

To H. J. Harvard, Efq. to 
enable him to reimburfe 
<fb. of the 45th regiment 
of foot the do* made for 
do. from do. to do. 96 6 16 ' 

To Sir Charles Montague, 
to enable him to reim- 
burfe do. of the ad regi- 
ment of foot the do. made 
for do. from do. to do. 80 18 2 

Nov. 15. Tb James Fitter, Efq. to 
enable him to reimburfe 
do. of the 15th and 69th ** 

regiments of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. to 
do. 177 5 O 

25. To Meflrs. Roberts, to ena- 
ble them to reimburfe 
do. of the 27th and 38th 
regiments of foot the do. 
made for do. from do. to 
do. 192 13 8 

Dec. 20. To Sir Eyre Coote, to 
enable him to reimburfe 
do. of the 37th regiment 



Carried otfer , 96*18 \6 *\ vwyyy>> * 
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of foot the do. made for * - 

do. from do. to do. 169 2 to 

"* ■ ■ * ■■ 9787 18 • 

fcb. 17- To James Meyrick, Efq< 

for loffes fuftained by 

the officers t>{ the 28th 

regiment of foot on - ' t 

board the tranfports in 

the ftorms on the 19th 
- and 20th O&. 1775 . it% ra o 

To Anne Bofcawen, wi- 
dow of Lieutenant Gene*' •' 

ral Bofcawen, to enable 

her to replace fundry ac- : 

coutreraehts,&c«belong- 

ing to 23d regiment of 

foot, loft in the adions 

of the 19 April and 17 

June, agairift the rebel* . x 

in North America 78 3 9 

tfay 6. To Edmond Armftrong, - 

Efq. for lofles fuftained 

by fundry officers of the 

33d regiment of foot m 

the wreck of the Rock- 
ingham tranfport oh the 

coaft of Ireland, on 12 

December 1775 624 14 o 

To Meflrs. Rofs and Gray, 

in full fatisfa&ion for 

the lofles fuftained by 

the Coldftrcam regi- 
me^ of foot guards, in 

tlie fire at the Savoy 

barracks, on the 3d of 

March 1776 237 8 & 

tfay 17. To Meflrs. Cox and Mair, 
/ to be paid over to the 

colonels of the 22d and 

4x>th regiments of foot, 

in full compensation for 
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the lofTes they fuftained 

by the clothing of their 

refpe&ive regiments for 

the year 1775, being' 

taken by the rebels at 

Philadelphia 1277 5 4 

ToColonel William Ata- 

herft, to replace fun- <imA , 

dry accoutrements and 

clothing of the 32d re-. 

giment of foot, 49ft in • 

the wreck of the Rock* ., , 

ingham tranfport, on 

the coaft pf Ireland, the 

22 Dec. 1775 . 515 J7 la 

gept. 1 6. To Sergeant Carter, of do, : , 

I776. regiment, for lofles fuk : - . 

tained by him on; the — 

wreck of do. tcanfport ^. 4jp q q 
To Capt. Humph. Owen, ■ - ■ 

of the 71ft regiment j>£*~~~> . - ^ 

foot, for dp. fuftained by . . •. . t 

him on the taking of\ : 

the Gafpee fchooner by 

the rebels in America . 

in the year 17*75 H5 Q Q 

0#, 3. To Lieut. CoL Fletcher, 

of the 32d regiment of 

foot, for do.fuftained by 

him in the wreck of the 

Rockingham tranfport 180 o o 



1775. To Major General Scot, 
Q&. 23. in lieu of 353 days ditto 

ofFrecks for the addi- , 

tionals to the. 26th regi- 
ment of foot 878 7 P 
To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
in lieu of 353 d^ys do. 
for do. of 40th regi- 
jpent of foot 878 7 o 



3*3* 
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1776^ To the Earl of Loudon, t 

Feb* 17. in lieu of 40 days do* 
fordo, of 3d regiment 
of foot guards 160 7 II 

April 1 8. ToEarlCornwallis,inlieu 
of 384 days do. for do. 
of 33d regiment of foot 413 13 ir 

May 31. To Major General Mac- 
kay, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 2 1 ft re- 
giment of foot 80 2 8 

June 28. To Major General Frafer, 
in lieu of 49 days do. for 
his regiment of foot 804 12 1 

To Lord Frederick Ca- 
vendifh, in lieu of 79 
days do. for do. of 34th 
regiment of foot 85 2 2 

To MajorGeneralElphin- 
ftone, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 53d re- 
giment of foot 85 2 2 

To Major General Frede- 
rick, in lieu of 384days 
do. for do. of 54th re- 
giment of foot 413 13 10 
To Sir A. Houghton j in 
lieu of 79 days do. for 
do. of 31ft regiment of 
foot 80 2 8 
To Major General Tay- 
lor, in lieu of 79 days 
do. for do. of 24th regi- 
ment of foot 85 2 2 
To Lieut. General Eve- 
lyn, in lieu of no days 
ofFrecks for the additi- 
onals of the 29th regi- 
ment of foot hi n 7 
To Lord Ligonier, in lieu 

Carried over 4076*5 2 1x12950 01 
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of 140 days do. for do. 

of 9th foot 150 |6 6 

To Major General Pref* ; 

ton, in lie\i of 279 days 

do. for do* of 1 7th regi- 
ment of dragoons . 373 o 4 .* 
To MajorGeneral Parker,. 

in lieu of 79 days dou for 

do. of 20th regiment of. 

foot 85 2 % 

ToSirJohnlrwine,inlieu 

of 384 days do* for do. 

of 57th regimentof foot. 413 13 10 
To Major Gen. Jones, in 

lieu of 7 9 days do. fordo. 
1776. of62d regiment of foot tj 2 2 
{Sept f 14. To Earl Waldegrave, in 

lieu of 49 day sdp. for do. 

of the 2d or Coldltream 

regiment of foot guards: 1 60 * 8 1 1 
To MajorGcn.Burgoyne, 

in lieu of 172 days do. 

for do. 1 6th regiment of 

dragoons 431 2 Q 

To his Roy al Highnefs the 

Duke of Gloucefter, in 

lieu of 49 days do. for 

do. of the firft regiment 

of foot guards 250 3 3 



Mar. 29. To Lieut. General Havi- 

land, for providing di- 

verscamp&ectiTariesfor 

the45th regiment of foot 267 13 o 
To Lieut, Gen. Monck- 

ton, for providing do. for 

the 1 7th regiment of foot 85 4 o 
To SirWilliam Howe, for 

providing do. for the 

23d regiment of foot 267 13 o 
To Major Gen. Earie, 



692,6 4 5 
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for providing do. for the 
28th regiment of foot 85 4 o 

To Earl Corawallis, for 
&o. provided for the 3jd v 
regimenCpf foot,.. 85 4 o \ > 

To Colonel Vaughan, for 
do. provided for the 46th 
regiment of foot t| 4*0 

To Major General Pome* 
roy, for do. provided 
the 64th regiment of 
foot 267 13 o 

To Major General Taylor, 
for. do. provided for the : 
34th regiment of foot 26^ 13 6 
To Earl Percy, for do. /- 

provided for the 5th re- 
giment of foot 267 13 o 
ToMajor Gen. Evelyn, : > 
for do. provided for th$ r 
1776^ 99th regiment of foot 267 13 o 
Apr.15. To Sir J. A.OugWfon, for .; 
do. provided for the 31ft 
regiment of foot 267 13 o 
To Sir William Boothby,_ * 
for do* provided for the 
6th regiment of foot 267 13 o 
To Lord Ligonier, for pro- 
viding camp neceffaries 
for the 9th regiment of 
foot - 267 13 O 
To Lord Efandford for do. 

provided for the 1 oth do. 267 13 o 
To Major General Gif- ' 

borne, for do. -provided 
for the 1 6th ditto 267 13 

To Major General Parker, 
for do. provided for the 
20th do. 267 13 o 

To Lieut. General Qage, 

Carried over 3552 12 o j 118976 $ 3$ 



■VW- 


DEBATES. fts 


Dates of 


£. .s. d. £. t. <t. 


fParrants 


Brought over * 3552 12 11x8976 5 3 




for do. provided for the 




22d ditto 267 13 




To Lord F. Cavendifh, for 


» 


do. provided for the 34th 




do. 267 13 




To Sir R. Hamilton, for 




do. provided for the 40th 




do. 267 13 




To Lieutenant-general Ca- 




rey, for do. provided for 




the 43d do. 267 13 




To Gen. Abercrombie, for 




do. provided for the 44th 




do. 267 13 




To Sir John Clavering, for 




do. provided for the 5 2d 




do. 267 13 




To Sir J. Irvine, fbr do. 




provided the 57th do. 267 13 




To Col . J ones, for do. pro- 




vided for'the 62d do. 267 13 




To Major-gen, Grant, for 




do. provided for the 63d 




do. 267 13 




To Lieut.-gen. Urmfton, 




for do. provided for the 


1776. 


65th do. 267 13 


April 16 


. To Lord John Murray, for 




do. provided for the 43d 




do. 448 13 




To the Earl of Cavan, for 




do. provided for the 15th 




do. 267 13 




To do. for do. provided for 




the 55th do. * 186 18 




To Major-gen. Campbell, 




for do. provided for the 




35th do. 267 13 
To Major^gen.'Burgoyne, 




• v 


fordo, provided for the 




1 6th do. dragoons 595 9 3 


* V 
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To Major-gen. Cunning- 
ham, for do. provided for 

the 14th do. foot 85 4 a 

To Major-gen. Mackay, 

for do. provided for the 

21ft do. 267 13 o 

To Major-gen# Maitland, 

for do. provided for the 

49th do. 267 13 o 

To Major -gen. Elphin- 

ftone, for do. provided for 

the 53d do. 267 13 o 

To Major-gen. Frederick, 

for do;, provided for the 
1776- 54*h do. 85 4 o 

April 18. To Lieut.-gen. Hodgfon, 

for do. provided for the 

4th do. 267 13 o 

To Sir Guy Carleton, for 

do. provided for the 47 th 

do. 267 13 o 

To Sir Eyre Coote, for do. 

provided for the 37th do. 267 13 o 
22. To the Earl of Loudon, for 

do. provided for the de- 
tachment of foot guards 468 n o 
May 6. To Major-gen. Mafley, for 

do. provided for the 27th 

do. of foot 85 4 o 

To Major-gen. Pigot, for 

do. provided for the 38th 

do. 267 13 c 

17. To Major-gen. Frafer, for 

do. provided for the 71ft 

do. 881 9 o 

To Lieut.-gen. Armftrong, 

for do. provided for the 

8th do. 267 13 o 

11742 4 3 

Carried over 11 307 18 9 6j 
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Feb. 14. To the Earl of Loudon, 
1776. for bas horfes for a de- 
tachment from the three 
regiments of foot guards 
ordered on fervice in 
North America 21000 

15. To Lord John Murray, 
for bas horfes for the 42d 
regiment of foot, order- 
ed on fervice in North 
America no o o 

To Major-gen. Cunning- 
ham and Gifborne, for 
bas horfes for the 14th 
and 1 6th do. ordered in 
fervice in do. 220 o o 

To Sir William Boothby, 
for bas horfes for the 
6th regiment of do. or- 
dered to do. no 00 

May 31. To Major-gen. Frafer, for 
bas horfes for the 71ft 
do. ordered to do. ,220 o o 

Feb. 14. To the Earl of Loudon, — 87P o 

for baggage horfes for a 
detachment from the . 
three regiments of foot 
guards, ordered on fer- 
vice in do. 175 o o 

Jtfar. 15. To Lord John Murray, 
for do. of the 42d regi- 
ment of foot, ordered on 
do. in do. 221 5 o 

To Major-gen. Cunning- 
ham and Gifborne, for 
do. of the 14th and 16th 
do. of do. ordered on do. 
in do. 357 10 o 

To Sir William Boothby, 
for do. for the 6th do. of 
do. ordered on do. in do. 1 7 8 1 5 o 



Carried over 93a 10 o w^ ^ 
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May 31. To Major-gen. Frafer, for 
1 7 76. the 7 1 ft do. of do. order* 

ed on do* in do, 453 15 o 



Feb. 14. To the Earl of Loudon, 
for 1 oq days forage-mo- 
ney for a detachment 
from the three regiments 
of foot guards, ordered 
on fervice in do. 233 15 o 

Mar. 15. To Lord John Mfurray, 
for 100 days do, for the 
42d regiment of foot, or- 
dered on fervice in do. 950 o Q 
To Major-gen. Cunning- 
ham arid Gifborne, for 
100 days do. each, for 
the 14th and 16th regU 
ments of do, ordered on 
fervice in do. 445 9 o 

To Sir William Boothby, 
for 100 days do. for tr\e 
6th regiment of do. or- 
dered on fervice in do. £22 10 o 

ftfay 31. To Major-gen. Frafer, for 
1 00 days do. for the 7 1 ft 
•regiment of do. ordered 
on fervice in do. 517 10 o 



1386 5 Q 



[663 15 c 



Feb. 5. To Edward Lewis, Efq. ^ 

for a balance due to him 
for remitting money to 
the troops in Weft Flo- 
rida, between 25 Aug. 
1772, and 24 Aug. 1775 -. - , - - 519 10 4 

June 13, To Kender Mafon, Efq. for the ufe of 
himfelf and Witter Cuming, deceafed, 
for balance of their account, for remit- 
ting money to Eaft Florida, between 
25 O&ober 1772, and 24 Aug. 1775. 563 11 4 

Carried over 1135726 11 2J 
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Mar. 22. To Robert Adair, Efq. to enable, him to 
1 776. fatisfy fuch bills as may be drawn upon 

him for the pay of divers extra furgeons 

and furgeon's mates, in the ceded 

iflands, &c, £. 1000 o o 

April 22« To do. for do. 2000 00 

■ ' ■ 3000 o o 

Jan. 29. To Lieut.-col. William Roy, deputy 

quarter -mafter-general, to reimburse 

him his travelling expenfes in 1775 352 1 o 

To Lieut. -gen. Harvey, for his contin- 
gent difburfements as adjutant-general 

to 24 December 1775 416 11 o. 

Feb. 5. To George Gamier, Efq. for medicines 

and materials by him provided for the 

forces in England, the Weft Indies, 

Africa, and North America, in the 

year 1775' , 7277 16 4 

To Capt. Andrew Frafer, commiflary at 

Dunkirk, for pottage of letters, ex- 

preffes, &c. for the yea* 1775 47 17 6 

Mar. 12. To Sir George Ofborne, for providing an 

equipage as commiflary of the mutters ■ -, 

for the foreign troops 500 o o 

15. To John Trotter, Efq. for providing 

hofpital bedding and diver? utenfils 

for the ufe of the forces at Dominica 

and St. Augufline 96 13 8 

April 3. To Sir James Efdaite, in full fatisfa&ion 

for fundry accoutrements provided for 

the light infantry in the province of 

Quebec 2010 4 o 

29. To Col. Guy Johnfon, fuperintendant of 

India affairs, in advance, and in part of 

his account for the pay of officers and 

incidental expenfes in his department, 

between 25 Mar. 1775, and 25 Mar. 

I776 2000 O G 

May 17. To Lieut.-col. Samuel Townfhcnd, for 
his contingent difburfements as fuper- .. 
intendant of the recruiting fervice from 
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25 June 1775, to 24 December fol- % . 
1776. lowing 141 8 o 

May 20. To Whitwell Butler, Efq. for the rent of 
a houfe at Senegal, for the ufe of the 
chief juftice of the province of Sene- 
gambia, ended 7 Feb. 1776- 60 * o 

14. To CoU Guy John fori, for expenfes at- 
tending forae Indian chiefs, during 
their refidence in London 515 5 ^ 

31. To CoU Wilkins, in full fatisfa&ton and 
difcharge of the like fum expended by 
him in carrying on the public works in 
the Illinois country 1 \% 18 I 

June 10. To Richard Clarke, for the expenfe and 
loifes of his fon, in bringing to this 
country, from Quebec, by the d 'rec- 
ti on s of the commander, in chief in 
Canada, four pilots,.two deferters, an4 
one prifoner, from the rebel army at 2 13 o 

12. To the Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, for 

levy-money of commiflioned officers 399 r x 9 4f 

20. To John Ellis, Efq. for the purchafe and 
keeping of a fchooner for the fervice 
of the province of Weft Florida, from 
1 Jan. 1776, to 1 Jan, 1777 315 o o 

28. To Col. Cba. Rainsford, for divers ex- 
penfes incurred by him in the paflage 
of the regiment of Hanau infantry 
and company of artillery, to the place 
of their embarkation for North Ame- 
rica 516 9 o 
July 3. To Col. Morrifon, for his contingent 
difburfements as quartet- mafter- ge- 
neral, from 25 Dec. 1775, to 24 June 
1776 # 303 10 o 
5* To Jeremiah Perry, to reimburfe him his 
expenfes in bringing over miflionaries 
from the Mufquitp Indians, in the 
year 1775 953 io O 
8. 1o Major-gcn, Haldimand, for his ex- 
Carried over 1158550 -7 11J 
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Dates of £. s. i. 

Warrants. Brought over , 1 158550 7 1 tj 

penfes, and in lieu of pay while he 

acted as commander in chief in North 

America, during the abfence of Lieut.- • 
1776. general Gage 3033 17 6 

July 12. To Ifaac Barre, Thomas Fitzmaurice, 

and David Roberts^ Efqrs. for the ba- • 

lance of the account of Ulyfies Fitz- 

maurice, Efq. deceafed, late governor 

of the iflands of Grenada, Dominica, 

&c. 263 15 3! 

Aug, 2. To William Beft, Efq* for contingent 

difburfements of the three Hanoverian 

battalions at Gibraltar, from 29 Nov. 

1775, to 24 Dec. following 122 o o v 

To do. for the extraordinary expenfes Of 

the Hanoverian troops in their paflage 

40 Gibraltar and Minorca, in confe- 

quence of part of them having been 

ftranded at Dunkirk and the ifle of Rhe 864 14 2^ 

Aug. 17. To Patrick George Crauford, Efq. for 

his expenfes and trouble in carrying 

63312L 10s. to Hefle CafTel 254 18 3 

To H . J. Hanfard, for the freight of the 

fchooner Trial, hired to bring dif- 

patches from Senegal 393 3 o 

To David Gordon, for his expenfes and 

trouble in carrying 5000I. to Portf- 

mouth, for the fubfiftence of the 2d 

divifion of the Brunfwick troops 58 17 8 

To Thomas Harley, Efq. for the ex- 
penfes of packing, infurance, and 

charges of clothing fent to Canada, for 

the fervice of the forces there 993 18 9 

Aug. 19. To John Trotter, Efq. for providing 

hofpital-bedding, &c. for the nfe of 

the forces at St. Auguftine and Do- 

tninica 122 13 3 

To do. for providing do. for the ufe of 

the flck recruits in Chatham barracks 51 20 

17. To R, P. Taylor, Efq. to be paid over 

to a tranflator of German vouchers 25 o o 

Carried over \\^a^i.^ ^ t?i 
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Dates of £. i. d. 

Warrants* Brought over 1164724 6 4J 

Sept. 16, To Lieut>col. Tpwnfhend, for his con- 
1776. tingent cxpcnfc in fuperintending the 

recruiting fervice to 24. June 1776 258 6 7 

QSt. 3. To Capt. Richard Bailie, of the 62d reg. 
for his contingent expenfes as affiftant 
to the quarter-mafter-general in North 
America, from 18 Nov. 1775, to 10 
Sept. 1776 158 8 a 

9. To the Hereditary Prince ofHefle Caflel 
for levy- money of commiflioned offi- 
cers of the regiment of Hanaii 223 15 % 
30. To Governor Tonyn, for the keeping up 
a fchooner for the fervice of the pro- 
vince of Eaft Florida, for one yfear, 
to 29th Auguft 1777 417 5 o 
3r. To Robert Adair, Efq. to reimburfe hint ., 
feveral fums paid on account of the 
hafpitals, 4 and for his contingent difr 
burfements, to 24 June 1776 756 11 

Nov. 12* To John Blackburn, merchant, for vic- 
tualling and maintaining the veffels 
employed on the lakes Ontario, Erie, 
and Huron, in North America, from 
10 May 1775, to 10 May 1776 ~ 2400 o o 

13. To Thomas Harley, Efq. for packing, 
freight, carriage, infurance, and 
charges, in fending clothing to the in- 
valids doing o'uty in fundry garrifons 35 3; 10 10 
To Jacob WiTkinfon, Efq. on account of 
the works carrying on at the barracks 
at St. Agguftine, in the province of 
Eaft Florida 500 o o 

Dec. 14.. To George Gamier, Efq. for medicines, 
&c. already provided, and to be pro- 
vided by him, for the forces in England, 
the Weft Indies, Africa, and North 
America 5000 o o 

5. 7*0 Col. William Faucitt, for an equi- 
page as commiflary in Germany 306 2 6 
19. To John Powell, Efq. for the contingen- 



Carried over 1% 75099 16 ij 
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JOUttfs <f £. s. d. 

tVarrants. Brought over i 175099 i6 l£ 

cics of bis office as deputy paymafter 

at Quebec, for thcee years, to 24 June 
1776. t7y6 x . 173 3 1 

Doc. 31. To Vincent Mathias, 'Efij. for freight 

and criarges paid on three con fignments 

of clothing for the Brunfwick. troops 

in America, forwarded from Hamburgh 
*T77 k *° London 95 16 7 

Jan. 3. To Capt* William Pawjktt, being his Ma- 

jefty's royal bounty for the lofs of his ' 

leg on fervice in North America^ and 
1776. the expenfes of his cure 218 3 6 

Jan. 13. To CoL- George Morrifon, for his con- 
tingencies ,as quarter-mafter-general 

from 25 June 1^76, to 24 December 
» following.* 299 10 O 

To William Rioe> furtreyor of the horfe- 

guards, to be paid over to feveral arti- 

Oncers in full fatisfa&ion for work done 

by them in repairs, ere* at Whitehall, 

the Tilt-yard, St. James's, Kenfing- 

ton, Somerfet-houfe, Hampton-coiirt, 

&c> between 25 December 1774, anfl 

25 December 1775 1546 17 2 

17. To Abraham Prads, Efq. in full fatisfac- 

tion and difcharge of all damages and ^ 

cods diiburfed by him, on account of a 

profecution commenced againft him in 

the year \ 7 59, for non-performance of 

a contract made between him and 

Thomas Orby Hunter, Efq. 1661 17 6 

M. To Capt. Hugh Lord, for the expenfe 

of a clerk during the time he com* 

inanded* in the Illinois country 75 6 a 

Pay of the 17th, 27th, 28th, 46th, and 

55th regiments of foot, for 143 days, 

from 4 Aug. 1775* to 24 Dec. follow- 
ing, both incluuve, at 29L 19s. 6d. 

per diem each 21432 % 6 

War-office, t^th Feb. 1777. -Total *2o«6« Jt2 $% 

Harrington. - 

VMmV. O TV* 
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The Houfe in Committee on the bill to fufpend thebaic** 
corpus a&. 

Sir Gny Cooper moved an amendment, to remove, as he 
faid, any ambiguity in the firft enacting claufe ; though he 
obferved, there was no occafion for fuch explanation, as it 
was obvious that the locality of the offence was fufficicntly 
defcribed by the words if America, high feas, and piracy ;" 
that the words, " faid crimes, or either of them," could 
have no reference but to the feveral f pedes of offence imme- 
diately preceding; and that the general power of commit- 
ting, invefled in the Crown, and contained in the description* 
*• his Majefty's dominions," was evidently referable to the 
offences dated in the preamble and claufe it felt, as well as in 
the title of the bill ; but, however, to remove all doubt re- 
fpefling the true legal import and conftru&ion of the claufe, 
the prefent amendment was intended to fpectfy and confine 
the offence therein defcribed, to America and the high feas, 
and the fpecies of crime to treafon and piracy. 

Mr. Fieldt faid, he faw no manner of fervice in the claufe 
now oflercd ; it left the matter juft as it found it : it was not 
the place where the fad was committed, that roufed the jea- 
loufy of the nation ; it was the power of committing within 
the realm, at pleafure on fufpicion \ and the other power of 
committing to any place, fpecially appointed, within the 
wide circuit- of his Majeity's dominions. A poffible abufe, 
or rather mifconflru&ionof the claufe, as it originally itood, 
might be made ; but the powers of committing on fufpicion, 
\vi»hin the kingdom, and to whatever place the minifter 
might think proper, were of fuch a nature in themfelves, that 
if they were meant to beexercifed, which he fuppofed they 
were, or if they fhouldbe exercifed, they would inevitably be 
productive of the greatelt hardthips, cruelty, and injuftice. If, 
therefore, minifters were determined not to relent, but to car- 
ry the meafurc through, with all its imperfections, they would, 
after defining the offence, as refpccling America, confine the 
operation of the hill to that country, and introduce a diflinct 
claufe, which fhould fufpend the habeas corpus aft in Great 
Britain and Ireland, for a limited time, which would fully 
anfwer every ofteniiblc purpofc of the bill, as well as in its 
prefent form. He objected to other parts of the bill, and re- 
commended ftrongly to adminiitration to make a difference 
between perfons taken in arms, and fiich as only fubmitted to 
the refpedtivc governments where they refided, and to the ci- 
~'I power and control eftablifhed by the means of an ufnrped 
jrity. Lord 
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Lord North Arongly urged the neceffity there was fpr 
ftrengthening government at. this critical period. He faid it 
would be impoifible to carry on public buiinefs without dele- 
gating powers to the Crown, on extraordinary occafions, 
•which would not be proper, becaufe they would not be 
wanting, on ordinary occafions. Parliament were the beft 
judges When and to whom to int mil fuch extraordinary 
powers. If the prefent was a time that called for fuch a confi- 
dence on the part of Parliament, and that Parliament were 
fatisfied that the King's fervants would not call for an impro- 
per poWer, Or abufe any power, the poflfeffion of which might 
be deemed neceilary for the public fafety and fecurity, then 
every argument on a poflible abufe of the prefent propofed 
law muft fall to the ground. On the other hand, if Parlia- 
ment mould entertain any jealoufy that the law would be 
Wrefted from its real intention, to purpofes not avowed, br 
purpofely concealed, then mod certainly Parliament would do 
well to withhold the powers defired by this bill. For his part, 
he dtd not wilh to prefs for any new power ; theHoufe muft 
judge, and whichever way the Houfe determined, he fhould 
cheerfully acquiefee in its judgment. The only material ob- 
jection he heard offered again ft the bill, was that now obviated 
by the amendment propofed by his honourable friend [Sir Grey 
Cooper]. Whatever the learned Gentleman who fpoke laft 
might think, the. amendment, in his opinion, cleared up the 
ambiguity of the expreflion fo much complained of on the 
fecond reading. If the oppofers of the bill meant that it 
(hould retain any efficacy at all, they muft now reft fatisfied 
and content : for to talk of apprehending perfons only upon 
legal proofs previously ftated, or after apprehenfiou only de- 
taining them till they could be releafed by a writ of habeas 
corpus* was in fa£k not debating the claufes of the bill, but 
controverting its very principle—the neceflity, at this critical 
feafon, of ftrengthening the hands of government. 

Mr. Dempjier replied pretty fully to his Lordfhip, and 
agreed that his Lordlhip was perfe&ly right in one part of his 
argument, where he laid, that thofe who oppofed the bill, 
though they feemed defirous to mend it > in fa& difapp roved 
of the principle on which it proceeded. He acknowledged 
the obfervation .to be perfectly juft ; for though he wifhed the 
bill were rendered lefs noxious, even if it were amended, 
he fhould give it a dired negative in the laft ftage. There 
ivas only one point in which he and the noble Lord agreed, 
and that was, if the neceflity were fhewn, the propriety of 
fufpending the hab$as corpus aft would follow of cja\ufe\ wo 
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grounds, or indeed decent pretence for any fuch neceflityy 
having been ftated, all arguments under any fuch pretext 
were at an enrf. He moved a.n amendment to the body of the 
bill, limiting the objedts of it, for the better prote&ion of the 
inhabitants of Great Britain. 

Lord North rofe again, and faid, he thought the amend- 
ment unneceffary ; for that the inhabitants of Great Britain 
wanted no fuch fecurity, they were not within the aft ; and 
if any one Was unjuftly imprifoned, this adt would not pro- 
tedt the injury, the party would have his adtion, and trie 
warrant, if a bad one, would derive no legality from this a&. 

Mr. Moyfey obferved, this was no anfwer to the objedtion 
(of Mr. Dempflfcr); he thought the objedlion might be re- 
moved without facrificing the real objedt of the adt, otherwise 
he fliould not have fupporjed it. To fay the party has his ac- 
tion, was no reafon for depriving him of the habeas corpus. 
That our forefathers had their adtion, before any of the ha- 
beas corpus adts were palTed, and they found it a very infufE- 
cient protedHon, and fo they would again, if driven to that 
alone. If the amendmem could not be received, he mould 
vote for the bill without it, which he thought a very neceflary 
6ne ; but he recommended to adminiftration to adopt a provi- 
fion of this fort themfelves, and make it their own adl, before 
the bill mould pafs. 

Mr. Ficlde alfo approved of Mr. Dcmpfter's amendment, 
and fpoke in fupportof it. 

Lord Advocate of Scotland [Mr. Dundas] fpoke warmly in 
favour of the bill as it originally flood; and contended, if 
'neceffity was a good ground, that neceflity moft apparently 
and incontrovertibly exifted at prefent.^ He faid, that the 
hands of government called for every afliftance it was in the 
power of Parliament to delegate or create. It was abfut*d to 
the lad degree, to exprefs a confidence in the Crown and its 
minifters, and yet mix it with the moft childifh fears, and 
worft-founded fufpicions. To adt thus, was to qualify the 
truft now fought in fuch a manner, as to render it totally ufe- 
lefs or inefficacious. 

Right hon. T. Townjhend faid, the amendment [Sir Grey 
Cooper's] would anfwer no one fubftantial purpofe. There 
fhould be a line drawn between the innocent and the guilty ; 
the degree of probability attending the fufpicion, the degree 
of guilt, concerning which that fufpicion arofe ; and a mode 
of rcdrefs, in cafes where the power granted by the bill was 
manifeftly or groflly abufed : in ftiort, it was, in his opinion, 
arming milliliters with 'a power, "every way unprecedented and 
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unknown to the conftitution ; dangerous in itfeljf, and alarm- 
ing to the laft degree. 

JVIr. fowys againft the bill. 

Mr- Wallace in favour* of the bill, in its amended ftate j 
and faid, that the whole arguments on the other fide fuppofe.4 
an abufe of the powers granted by the bill ; he had a right to % 
f^ppofe the very contrary ; fo that with him, and every per-. 
fon who thought as he did, every obje&ion railed on fuch a 
fuppofed abufe could have no weight. 

Mr. Morton con fe (Ted, that he did not fee the bill exadly ia 
tjfie fame light with feveral of his learned brethren, for whofe 
opinions he entertained the high eft refpe& ; for by a natural 
interpretation of the claufe, it was apparent, that the wholes 
bill was n&aaifeftly at variance with the title and preamble, 
fhe tyll wa,s tQ punifli by due courfe of law, perfons guilty of 
thp crimes of high treafon in America and on the high feas; 
or, more properly fpeaking, to empower thp Crown, o% 
grounds of fufpicion, to apprehend and commit fuch perfoos, 
as the preamble ftates, who have been or may be brought into 
t}ii$ kingdom ; yet the part of the bill where this poweif of 
apprehending and detaining is given, does pot only give that 
power, but a general power to take up any per fon, no matter 
fpr what crime. It was abfurd to fay, that the locality of 
the crime was marked out by the bill ; for where was the 
zecjrefs provided ? No where, that h? could fee, but by an 
application to the Privy Council, who w,ere to be inverted 
with the power of the courts of common law. But the mif- 
chi^f would be done, in th? fir ft inftance, previous to any 
fuch application, and the habeas corpus ad would be in fa& 
fufperided, to all intents and purpofes, within the realm, for 
crimes not pretended to have been committed within thp 
realm. He was therefore clearly of opinion^ that it was better 
to fy fpend the habeas corpus at once, by a claufe tp l?e infer ted 
fth the bill ; becaufe, in that cafe, every man would know 
what he had to depend on, and every good fubje& would ac* 
qniefce in a power civilly created for the public benefit. 

Mr. Solicitor General (Mr. IVedderbume) faid it was to 
the laft degree abfurd to talk and reafon as if we wer$ at 
prefent in a ftate of perfeft tranquillity, whereas nothing 
could be more op polite to fuch a deferable ftate of things. 

Mr. Sergeant Glynn fpokeipr a confiderable time againft the 
bill at lajge, as well as tr\e amendment. He condemned the 
power given to the magiftrates,who, he faid, might exercife it 
to ferve the moft baie and opprefliye purpofes. It might be 
employed by jh? fpipiger? to effe# the »<&cp*e\ >&.**& 

Q^3 VJYM*W\\ 
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tyranny; and though the law might be open, and the magi* 
ftrate might be convi&edof falfe imprifonment, it would not 
probably be a farthing out of his own pocket ; but on the 
contrary, it might put feveral hundred pounds into his pocket, 
all which would be ultimately drawn from the public purfe. * 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlow] faid, one would bo 
inclined fo think that the gentlemen on the other fide chofe tQ 
forget the cuftomary conduct in times of public confufion. 
If they had not, they would have confeifed, that it had 
been always ufual to arm government withgreatdifcretionary 
po wersprv tempore. If thofe powers ihould be abufed, that would 
be a very proper fubjeft for Parliament hereafter to inquire 
into; but if Parliament entertained no fuch fufpicion, ndr 
had no right to entertain any fuch fufpicion, itwasamoft 
extraordinary mode of reafoning to argue againft thetife of 
the bill from the poflible abufe of it. As to the operation 
of the bill within the kingdom, it was an objection totally 
new. If giving intelligence to an enemy was a fpecies of 
treafon, which feveral well-authenticated cafes in the books 
affirmed it was, it would indeed be very ftrange, if a perfon' 
guilty of treafon fliould efcape punilhment becaufe he refided 
in the kingdom. On the contrary, if there were men in the 
kingdom anfwering any fuch defcription, that was one very 
principal motive, in his opinion, for pafling the bill. 

The Committee divided upon the amendment propofed by 
Mr. Dempfter ; 125 againft it, and 25 for it. 
February 14. 

Order of the day for receiving the report from the com* 
mitteeon the bill to fufpend the habeas corpus aft. 

As the Speaker was going to receive the report, the Hon. 
T. Luttrell flood up, and fubmitted to the Houfe whether it 
would not be improper, and highly indecent, to precipitate 
that bufinefs, when there were not as yet fifty members pre- 
fent in the Houfe, and the fheriffs of London, in behalf of 
the city, would arrive in a few minutes with a petition againft 
that very bill which they were now about to hurry through 
Parliament. He reminded the Speaker, that above two hun- 
dred members had yefterday been kept waiting for one indi- 
vidual member [Lord North] till four o'clock, without the 
leaft murmur or difcontent, and now fo unufual an impa- 
tience was to be exprefled, when the firft officers of the city, 
in the exercife of a moil Important public duty, were coming 
to their bar. 

In a few minutes the (herifFs came, and being called in, 
prefented the following petition, and withdrew. 

Ta 
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To the Hon. the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 

'aflembled. 
The humble petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 

Commons, of the city of London in Common Council 

aflembled, (heweth, 

That your petitioners have feen a bill depending in this 
Honourable Hpufe, to empower his Majefty to fecure and 
detain perfons charged with, or fufpedted of, the crime of^ 
treafon committed in North America, or on the high feas, 
or the crime of piracy. 

That if the faid bill do pafs into a law, your petitioners 
are apprehenfive it will create the greateft uneafinefs in the 
minds of many of his Majefty's good fubje&s, and tend to. 
excite the mod alarming difturbances ; all perfons indis- 
criminately being liable, upon the ground of fufpicion alone, 
without a?y oath made, and without convening the parties, 
or hearing what they can allege in their own justification, to 
be committed to a remote prifon in any corner of the realm, . 
there to remain without bail or mainprise. 

That the habeas corpus aft, which is the great fecurity of 
the liberties of the people, will be fufpended. 

That your petitioners are deeply affe&ed with what they , 
conceive will be the dangerous confequence of fuch a bwj as 
from little motives of refentment, and various other induce- 
ments, there may be perfons competent to commit, who may 
be tempted to exercife that power in its utrooft latitude and 
extent. 

That meafures fo violent and unconftitutional, fo fubver- 
fiveof the facred and fundamental rights of the people, anoV 
fubjedling them to the mod cruel oppreffion and bondage, 
will, in the judgment of your petitioners, be introdudlive of 
every fpecies of mifchief and confufion ; and thereby preci- 
pitate the impending ruin of this country. 

Your petitioners therefore caroeflly befeech this Honour* 
able Houfe, That the faid bill may not pafs into a law, 
or at leaft to take fuch care as in their wifdom may feem, 
meet, to prevent it from being extended in its opera- . 
tion or conftru&ion to any of his Majefty's fubjedis re- 
Cdent in thefe kingdoms. 

Mr. LuttrtU again rofe, and fpoke with great afperity 
againft the bill, and the framers of it ; faid it was not only 
arbitrary and ambiguous, but replete with danger to every 
individual in thiscountry ; and in its pre fent v form and extent 
diredtly contrary to the intentions avowed by the noble Lord 
[Lord North] and his minifterial coadjutors, when tKe^ 

Q_4 v " \i\Qwgpx- 
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brought it Irtto tlte Hdufe. He faW the more he heard it 
•cjifcufled, the more he was convinced of its importance to tb+ 
public, and of many unconftitutional defigns and mifchicfi 
crouched under it. 

Mr. Sergeant Glynn fpoke likewife warmly againft the bill; 
and infifted, that, if it (hould pafs in its prefent form, no ma* 
Could fay, however innocent, loyal, or virtuous, how long 
he (hould be out of a Ioathfome dungeon. ' 

Mr. Fox was a"gamft receiving the report. He (aid no 
man was fafe an inflant, (hould the prefent bill pafs into a 
Uw. It would drm the worft and moft profligate of the hu- 
man fpecies ; and give them a power over the bed men in 
the nation. No man would be fafe under h, unlefsone could 
fuppofe that a country magi ft rate underftood more law, ai>4 
was more fagacious, or a trading juftice had more honour 
and equity in him, than the chiet juftice of Chefler (Mr. 
Morton) ; that gentleman was of opinion, that the bill gave 
the powers now attributed to it ; and if fo, it was clear, the 
bill meant fomething very different from what it was faid to 
import. 

Sir Grey Cooper defended the bill, as it flood altered by the 
amendment, with the fame arguments made ufe of the pre* 
ceding day. 

Mr. Powys moved a claufe, That nothing (hould be con- 
ftrued to be piracy, within the meaning and conftruftion p( 
this a£l, but what is committed on the high feas. This claufe, 
if agreed to, l\e apprehended, would be the means of quiet- 
ing the minds of a great number of innocent people, and of 
removing thofe terrors which mud be fufpended over their 
heads, (hould the prefent bill pafs into a law. By an a£t paff. 
ed in the reign of George the Firft, it was ena&ed, that 
trading or correfponding with pirates (hould be adjudged felo- 
ny, without benefit of clergy, according to the ftatutes of 
. the 28th of Henry VIII. chap. 15, and jhe uthand 12th of 
William, chap. 7 : fo would bartering, dealing, furnifliing 
them with (lores, &c, Now, if before it was declared by 
this bill, that the depredations committed by the Americans, 
on our trading veflfcls, and our property at fea, was piracy, 
it (hould appear or be made a ground of fufpicion or accufa- 
tion, that perfons in this country had actually correfponded 
with America, and^ that iuch correfpondence (hould be 
deemed piracy witjiin the ftatute, it would follow, rtiat many 
of his Majefty's loyal fubje&s might, by conftru&ion of law, 
coupling both ftatutes in fuch a manner as to give them the 
(iefued cffe& } be deemed pirates, a.nd be liable to fuffer the 
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pains and penalties of death, as convi&ed pirate felons, 
He prefumed that was not the intention of adminiftration ; 
nay, it could not be the intention, becaufe they had fo re- 
peatedly difelaimcd it; yet as nothing now remained to be 
proved, but that the prefent ftatute, having reference to that 
of George the Firft, was capable of fuch an explanation, it 
would be proper, in his opinion, to guard againft fuch a dan- 
gerous poilibility. He therefore defired the ftatute might be* 
read : the ftatute of the 8th of George the Firft, chap* 24, 
was accordingly read ; by which it plainly appeared, that the. 
ground of jealoufy was fairly ftated, and the inference clearly 
made out. 

Lord Nertf), after djfclaiming any fuch intention in admi- 
niftration, and affirming that no fuch conftru&ion of the. law. 
was ever meant to be made, acquiefced in the amendment, 
he faid, to remove every object of jealoufy that could be en- 
tertained on that head. The claufe was accordingly read 4 
fecpnd time, and agreed to. 

Mr. Powys next obferved, that by the bill, as it ftands in 
its prefent form, any man was liable to be apprehended, and 
(Committed to prifon, on fufpicion of having committed high 
treafon in America*, though he had never been in America, nor 
perhaps out of his own parilh. He faid, this power of gene-r 
jal commitment had a moft dark and dangerous afpeft. Tq 
clear up this point, he had a claufe to offer, which would put 
matters on a proper footing; if minifters really meant what 
they publicly avowed, what the title of the bill imported, and 
what had been fo often declared by the honourable Gentle- 
man who. moved the amendment the preceding a'ay, they 
could not decently refufe it. . A perfon never out of Eng- 
land could not be guilty of h|gh treafon committed in Ame- 
rica. If not guilty of high treafon in America, but perhaps 
in Great Britain, why not hold that language in the bill ; and 
add, " or Jn Great Britain?" Befides, it would be prc'pof- 
terous to continue the bill under the name of a bill tofecure, 
or detain, on fufpicion, perfons guilty of committing high 
treafon in America, when, by conftrudion of law, it was 
meant to include Qreat Britain. He therefore moved the fol- 
lowing claufe: << That no perfon (hall be fecured, or detain. 
ed, under or by virtue of this a&, for high treafon, or fufpi- 
cion of high treafon, unlefs fuch perfon (hall be charged to 
have been locally refident in his Majefty's faid colonies or 
plantations in North America, at the time he (hall be charged 
lyitli, of fufpedjted of committing high treafon." 
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Mr. Cornwall quoted feveral cafes, in which perfons had 
been charged with afls of treafon committed in one place, 
though it afterwards came out in proof that faid treafon had 
been committed in another. Such was the cafe of the publi- 
cation of the imputed libel of the feven bifhops, in the reign 
of James the Second. It was proved, at the trial, that the pe- 
tition was drawn up at Lambeth, in the county of Surry, at 
the Archbifhop's palace, and the publication was in the coun- 
cil-chamber or drawing-room at St. James's, where the pe- 
tition was prefented. The offence was charged to have been 
committed in Surry, though, in fad, the publication, which 
could only conftitute the offence, was committed in Middlefex. 
The exception was, therefore, taken by the bifhops' counfel, 
as a ground of j unification, that no fuch offence was com- 
mitted; for that the writing the petition in itfelf was an in- 
nocent a£t, that it was the publication that conftituted the 
crime; and that, confequently, the defendants ought to be 
difcharged. Yet, he faid, the court were unanimous, that the 
writing the libel at Lambeth, and publishing it at St. 
James's, conftituted effectively but one aft ; on which the 
plea was over-ruled. Mr, Cornwall dwelt, likewife, a con- 
siderable time on the cafe of Lord Pre/Ion, early in the reign 
of William the Third. There it appeared that treafonable 
papers and correfpondence found on his Lordfhip, were com- 
posed in London ; that he was endeavouring to efcape to 
France, but was taken aboard a fmack, or fifhing veflel, hired 
for the purpofe, down near the Nore, on the coaft of Kent ; 
when the veflel being fearched, the treafonable papers were 
found concealed, as his Lordfhip had not time to deftroy 
them. His Lordfhip was indifted for an offence committed 
in Middlefex, though the publication, or difcovery, was ma- 
nifeftly in Kent. A fimilar plea was offered, but it was - 
over-ruled on the fame ground, that the writing and publifh- 
ing was all one aft. In the prefent cafe, therefore, he con- 
tended, though the offence might have been committed here, 
by a perfon who had never been out of this kingdom, yet its 
operation in America, within the words of the aft, would 
conftitute one complete offence. The faft might not be cri- 
minal, in the firft inftance, and become criminal afterwards, 
from itsconfequences, and yet, by a fair andjuftifiable con- 
ftrnftion of law, be deemed one complete aft. He was 
of opinion, therefore, that the claufe would deftroy one of 
the main purpofes of the bill, and could never anfwer any 

purpofe 
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purpofe of profe&ing the innocent, though it might effe&u* 
ally ferve the purpofe of fcreening the guilty. 

The Houfe divided on Mr. Powys's fecond daufe ; for it, 
14, againft it 49. 

Adjourned to February 17. 

February if. 

Third reading of the bill for fufpending the habeas e$rfus 
z&. 

Mr. Dunning faid, he had a claufe to propofe, which he 
ttufted would appear of Angular importance to the Houfe; 
and which, he hoped, would meet with the approbation of a 
very conGderabie majority. It was of infinite importance 
itfelf, but became ftill of greater, in the reception it 1 was 
likely to meet with from a certain fet of men, who, on the 
prefent occafion, thought fit to differ from their friends. The 
claufe would, to borrow a phrafe from a celebrated political 
writer, prove a teft, or trial of fpirits, whereby the public at 
large would be enabled to decide on the political principles 
of the learned Gentleman who framed the bill, and his other 
learned Friend near him [Attorney and Solicitor General]. It 
would befides (hew whether thofe gentlemen were ferious, or 
whether the different converfations they held within thefe 
walls, for fome days pad, ought to be held in the light of 
the ingenious exercifes of ingenious men, willing to (hew 
their talents in the fcience of parliamentary controverfy, the 
chief excellence of which confided in a knack of giving 
words and phraies any interpretation but their natural and 
obvious one. The claufe he had to offer, would appear a* 
matter of record, that would admit of no qualification what- 
ever. It would bring the friends of the bill to the bar ; thef 
muft either leap over it, or flatly and dire&ly refufe it. The 
profeffed father of the bill [Attorney General] had, he faidj, 
as he conceived, very properly given it the title of a bill for 
apprehending and committing perfons charged with, or fu£- 
pedled of committing high treafon in America, br-on the high 
feas, or of the crime of piracy. The preamble of the bill 
fpoke the fame language ; and fuch every body, both within 
and without doors, fuppofed the bill to be intended, till it 
came to be examined, unlefs fuch as were in the fecret. — He 
had himfelf fallen into the fame error; but when it came to 
be debated on the fecond reading, he was aftoniffied to find 
the title of the bill, and the preamble likewife, totally at va- 
riance with the firft enadting claufe ; for it was manifeft, 
that any man, though never . in America, or on fea, might 
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be imprifoned by the bill, for fufpicion of crimes ftato4 
fpeciScally to have been committed in America, and on fea.; 
nay, more, thai it might be in the power of the moft igno- 
rant or fervile trading magiftrate to order a warrant to ap* 
prehend, and follow it immediately with another to commit 
the perfon fo apprehended to any place of confinement known 
or fpecially appointed within the wide circuit of his Majefty's 
dominions, in any one of the four quarters of the globe. Ha 
fbould not take up the time of the Houfe in giving an hiftory 
of all the dtfputes and altercations on the amendments £*fl* 
pofed, or reje&ed, in the courfe of the preceding week, xka 
conduit of his learned friends was, however, curious. They 
did not dire&ly deny the inferences now drawn, particularly 
towards the latter end ; they dealt chiefly in general aflertton*? 
they explained what the law was before the prefent bill was 
brought in, and infifted that the ad was intended to apply 
only to the punifhment of certain fpecific offences; but the 
whole code of criminal jurifprudencc was not to be broken 
through, mecely to fatisfy the doubts of fpeculative men, wh» 
argued upon poflibili ties, that never were in the contemplation 
of thofe who were convinced of the neceffity of the prefent 
meafure. Sweeteners were likewife added, to render the 
whole more palatable ;^ the virtues of the fovereign, and the 
integrity of his Servants, were balanced againft fuch idle de- 
lufory fears, in order to dill the apprehenfions of thofe who 
might think the American- war a very juft and neceffary war, 
and yet look upon the bill to be a very bad bill. Such, as 
well as he could recolleft, was the obvious import of the bill, 
and the general conduit of thofe who brought it in, and were 
intruded with carrying it through the Houfe. A great parade 
was made in the Committee, of an amendment moved by an 
honourable Gentleman over the way [Sir Grey Cooper}; but 
the bill, as to the material point, that of contradicting the 
title and preamble, ftill remained the fame. On the report, 
the language of admin i ft rat ion feemed to be fomewhat foft- 
pned ; but was only in words. They faid, generally, that both 
fides of the Houfe meant the fame thing; that they only dif- 
fered about the means; and that, if the effe&ual operation of 
the bill was fecured, they were totally indifferent as to the ; 
mode. — To bring them then to a teft of their flncerity, he 
had framed a claufe that would prove totally unobje&ionable, 
if they meant what they pretended ; if they did not, tben 
a refufai on their part would prove what he had all along 
iufpe&cd* but which be hoped to be mjftaken in; that is, 

that 
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that the prefent bill, under the popular pretext of punHhiftg 
treafpn in America, was really designed to lodge a di&atorial 
power in the Crown ; which power, both in point of prece- 
dent and exercife, would enable minifters to effect fchemej 
of the mod pernicious and unconftitutional complexion; 
while in the firft inftance, it would annihilate, at leaft fuf- 
pend, all the fundamental fund ions and legal powers of the 
conftitution. He therefore moved the claufe in the following 
words : " Provided alfo, and be it hereby declared, that no- 
thing herein contained is intended, or fhal.1 be conftrued, to 
extend to the cafe of any other prifoner or prifoners, than 
fuch as have been in fome one of the colonies before men- 
tioned, or on the high feas, at the time or times of the of- 
fence or offences wherewith .he or they fhall be charged. 

Mr.C^rm<;fl//faid,itwasatnotimethedefireorwi(hofadmf- 
niftfation to feek for improper or ^nconftitutional powers ; 6u, 
if they mould obtain them, to employ them to evil or oppref- 
five purpofes. He contended ftfenuoufly, that the title and 
preamble of the bill were not at variance with the firft, or 
any other enading claufe. The whole bill was meant to 
punifh offences committed in America, or on the high feas. 
If by any criminal correfpondence, or affiftance from hence, 
it fhould reach people not locally refident in America, he 
prefumed the moft zealous oppofer of the bill in that Houfe, 
would not wifh to defeat its operation. It was directed only 
againft the guilty ; and if an innocent perfon mould fuffcra 
temporary inconvenience, it muft be on the ground of gene- 
ral good, which, fince he ever heard any thing of govern- 
ment, he always underftood to be a fufficient plea for defiring 
new and extraordinary powers. However, as the learned 
Gentleman, who brought up the claufe, had exprefled fuch a 
jealoufy of the bill in its prefent amended Rate, and fuch anxi- 
ety for the liberty of his fellow-fubje&s, which he feemed 
to think fo much depended on the fate of the prefent claufe, 
he (hould in rum put a teft to the learned Gentleman, in order 
to be convinced whether his intentions correfponded precifely 
with his declarations. —He then moved, that the words 
" in fome or one of the colonies, or on the high feas," be 
left out, and that there be inferted inftead thereof, " out 
of the realm ;" and that at the conclufion of the claufe, as 
originally moved, there be added, " or of which they (hall 
be fufpeaed." 

Mr. JVilkes. I cannot continue Client, while the fate of fo 
important a bill as the prefent is depending before this Houfe* 
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Adffliniftratiort at firft brought in this bill, ina form which 
gave ft very general and juft alarm to the city, to the na- 
tion ♦ If it had paffcd in that form* in my opinion the whole 
'kingdom would have been pnt tinder an interdidl of law ; the 
perfonal liberty of every man in this ifland had been preca- 
liousand infecure, depending folelyon the will of the mirif- 
fter. The fpirit of the bill, in its original ftate, was oppref- 
lion atid tyranny through every part of the empire. In 
this (late the bill has continued till this day. By the pa- 
triotic zeal of an honourable Gentleman of the law [Mf. 
Dunning] a claufe has jnft been offered, and adopted by way 
of rider, as it is called, in this ftage of the bill, which gives 
peace of mind and fecurity, in fome degree, to every fubjeft 
reftdent in this kingdom. Perfons under this defcriptron are 
at length declared not to be the objc&s of this bill. I fpeak 
of the claufe, Sir, even as pretended to be amended by an ho- 
nourable Gentleman on the treafury-bench [Mr. Cornwall}. 
His words, however, Sir, €i out of the realm," are too loofe 
and ambiguous, by no means defcriptive enough of the per- 
fons who are declared by administration not defigned to be 
the objefts of the bill. The bill is profefled to relate ojily to 
treafons committed in North America, by perfons adually 
refident in that quarter of the globe. Gentlemen, however, 
on a tour of buiinefs to Ireland, or of pleafure to France or 
Flanders, or even on a filhing party on our own coafts, be- 
yond low-water mark, are acknowledged to be " out of the 
realm," and may be brought within the aft, even as it now 
(lands. An opening is (till left for public or private revenge 
and oppreflion to operate. The expreffion, therefore, ought 
rather to have been, " out of Europe," than " out of the 
realm," if the former words, moved by my honourable 
friend, " in fome or one of his Majefty's colonies before 
mentioned, or on the high feas," were rejected. But why, 
Sir, are words fo clear and explicit to be changed, unlefs for 
fome dark purpofe, which dares not be avowed ? 

This new claufe, Sir, has happily narrowed the objefts of 
the bill, but in no degree narrowed the proofs, or the nature 
of the evidence neceflary. I (hall therefore give the bill my 
nearly negative, for I will never confent to increafethe enor- 
mous power of the Crown, at the expenfe of the freedom of 
the fubjeft. 1 will not arm minifters with anunconftitutio- 
nal power, dangerous to the people. In the preamble to the 
bill, it is faid, *« Many perfons have been feized and taken, 
who are exprefsly charged or flrongly fufpe&ed of fuch trea- 
fons 
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fons and felonies, and many more fuch perfons may be here- 
after fo feized and taken :" in the firft enabling claufe of the 
bill, and throughout, the word " ftrongly" is omitted, and 
the flighted fufpicion may warrant the commitment. The 
words are, " AH and every perfoh or perfons, who have been 
or fliall hereafter be feized or taken in the act of high treafon, 
committed in any of his Majeity's colonies or plantations in 
America, or on the high feas, or in the aft of piracy, or who 
are or (hall be charged with or fnfpedted of the crime of high 
treafon, committed in any of the faid colonies, or on the high 
feas." It is therefore apparent, that a mere pretended fuf- 
picion, or foolifh credulity, or determined Villainy, in a 
wretched, ignorant, mercenary tool of a minifterial rnagi- 
ftrate, may ftill render the objects of this bill, who are the in- 
habitants of above half the empire, liable to imprifonment, 
and imprifonment without bail or mainprize ; for that cru- 
elty was flill determined to be exercifed by the committee, 
notwithftanding the humane motion of my worthy colleague, 
to leave out thofe obnoxious words. There is not a fyllable 
in the bill of the degree of probability attending the fufpi- 
cion. The bill, greatly amended as it has been, does not, 
even now, require an oath, nor that the parties flfould be 
heard in their own juftification, nor confronted with the wit- 
nefles ; nor does it mention that two witnefles fhould be deem- 
ed neceiTary for the colourable ground of a commitment for 
fo high a crime as treafon in America, as is the law in other 
cafes within the kingdom. Is it poflible, Sir, to give morede- 
fpotic powers to a bafhaw of the Turkifh empire ? What fe- 
curity is left for the devoted objects of this bill againft the 
malice of a prejudiced individual, who, if he is profecuted 
afterwards for fo flagrant an abufe of power, will certainly be 
indemnified, probably rewarded, by a moft arbitrary admini- 
ftration ? Actions may indeed be brought againft the offen- 
der, but we know all damages recovered, however great, are 
paid by the people, not by the party. Even in the cafe of 
petit treafon, by an exprefsadt of Edward VI. no perfon can 
be convicted, but on the oath of two fufficient and lawful 
"Witnefles, or confeflion, willingly without violence. So care- 
ful, Sir, were our wife anceitors of protecting the liberty of 
the meaneft fubjedt. 

This cafe, Sir, demands our ftridteft attention and vigi- 
lance, from what we daily experience of the conduct of thofe 
underling officers of every minifter, who traffick and deal out 
juftice, under the colour of legal magistracy. There is now, 
• ■ ^\\> 
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Sir, actually in Newgate, an American merchant, naartd 
Ebcnezer Smith Plat, who ftands committed fo lately as -the 
23d of laft January, charged with high treafon at Savannah in 
the colony of Georgia in North America. He is committed 
by the well-known Juftice Addington, and, as lam inform* 
edj was not allowed to fee any of the witnefles againft him, 
nor even to hear their affidavits read. He had before been 
tried on the fame charge, at Kingfton in Jamaica, and ac- 
quitted* I never faw hinv but I have read an atteftedcopgr 
of the warrant of his commitment. He is charged generally 
with high treafon, which I take to be an illegal commitment* 
I do not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge of the law. I have 
only the attentive reading of a private gentleman. I build my 
legal faith on fome known and approved authorities, a Black- 
flone, a Burn, and a very few others. Thofe authors agree, 
that every warrant of commitment ought to fet forth thecaufe 
fpccially, that is to fay, not for treafon or felony in general, 
but fcr treafon in comparing the death of the King, or levy-* 
ing war againft his Majefty in the realm,. or counterfeiting 
the King's coin ; or felony, for Ileal ing the goods of fuch a . 
one to fuch a value, and the like. A court may then judge, 
whether the offence is fuch, for which a prifoner ought to be 
admitted to bail. If then a juftice, living in the capital, un- 
der the immediate eye and direction of ininifters, is guilty of 
fuch an illegal commitment, what is not to be dreaded from 
the bafc engines of power, in the more remote counties ? Is 
it poflible, Sir, for too great caution to be ufed, by enforcing 
in the body of a bill, which is to fufpend the habeas corpus 
a£t, the neceflity of an oath of two witnefles to the charge* 
and of their being confronted with the prifoner ? 

The cafe of Plat, Sir, gives us an inftance of another vio- 
lation of the law, an evafion of the habeas corpus a&, that hoi jr 
ftatute, which minifters hold in abhorrence, and are allow- 
ed in England to evade with impunity, in America to fufp- 
pend for very near a twelvemonth. The hiftory of it is 
this : Plat was firft confined to the Antelope for three months, 
then removed to the Boreas for four weeks, then carried on 
board the Pallas, and in her brought in irons to England* 
On her arrival at Portfmouth he was removed on board the 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the Barfleur. On the 4th 
of January, an habeas corpus was obtained, dire&cd to the cap- 
tain of the Barfleur ; but before it could be ferved, an exprefr 
was fent from the Trcafury, by their folicitor, and Plat was 
removed again to the Centaur, before the habeas corpus could 

1 arrive 
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arrive at Portfmouth. The return to the habeas corpus was 
thus eluded , but on his friends being determined to fue out 
another, Piatt was at lad fent to the capital, and in the illegal , 
mode which I have ftated, was committed to Newgate. I 
fpcak, Sir, in the hearing of many gentlemen* who ought 
to contradict me, if I have advanced a fingle circumftance 
not founded in truth. Can mini iters, Sir, who are capable 
of thus trampling on our mod facred laws, be too narrowly 
watched, too deeply fufpe&ed, too ftrongly guarded againft ? 
Do we not owe it to the people to demand every fecurity from 
the fandion of an oath, the number of witnefles, the con- 
fronting of them with the prifoner, the hearing him in hi* 
own juftification, and other circum fiances, df which not the 
lead trace is to be found in this criminal, arbitrary bill I Is 
the perfonal liberty of the fubje£Uo reft on the mere pretend- 
ed fufpicion of a man, who ads under orders of a profefTed 
minifterial agent, ever ready to make his court to power by 
the facrince of public virtue and innocence, whofe incapa- 
city perhaps can only be equalled by his meannefs and fordid 
jufl of gain } 

I regret, Sir, the indecent rage* the extravagant madnefs, 
with which every meafure, and in particular the bill in ques- 
tion, has been carried on againft the Americans* It pre- 
cludes every poflibility of a reconciliation, fo ardently to be 
wifhed. Let us advert, Sir, for a moment to the difference 
of two cafes in point, the fufpicion only of high treafon in 
America, and the actual charge of it here. A man only 
fufpe&ed ot high treafon in America, for inftance, in giving 
aid or afliftance to the Congrefs, or to any of the King's ene- 
mies, on coming over to England may be committed to pri- 
fon, and by this bill continue there without bail or main- 
prize, or being able to bring on his trial, for near a year, till 
Jan. 1 , 1778, to which time this bill is to continue in force* 
In this kingdom a man Tufpedted, or even actually charged 
with high treafon in confpiringthedeath of the King,or levying 
war in the realm, may have a habeas corpus, and be bailed by 
the court of King's Bench. The fufpicion therefore of Ameri- 
can treafon feems a deeper crime, in the judgment of 
our prefent minifters, than an overt a& of Englilh, or 
rnore properly Scottiih, treafon and rebellion againft his 
Majefty's perfon, title, crown* or dignity, t fuppofe it is 
thought, Sir* a deeper crime* becaufe it is more grievoufly 
punifhed. Do we imagine the Americans will not retaliate, 
or do we vainly hope to intimidate them? Their caufe is 
good, and after all the idle tales of our late vifiaiv&r) fc&s.- 

Vol, V. R «!&*> 
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cefles, the jufliceof it muft in the end prevail. They are nobly 
ftniggliug under the (harped fufFcrings, but I truft they have 
zeal and perfeverance. In all events, the firft moment of a 
foreign war nece (ferity obliges us to withdraw our fleets and 
armies ; and every part of North America muft then be free 
and independent. This bill will probably be anfwered by a 
fpirited refoiution of the Congrefs. Would to God, Sir, 
our Parliament equalled that congrefs of heroes in wifdom, 
in love of their country, in uncorruptednefs, in public virtue ! 

The fecond enabling claufe of the bill, Sir, empowers 
" his Majefty, by warrant under his fign manual, to appoint 
one or more places of confinement, within the realm, for the 
cuftody of fuch prifoners ; and all and every magiftrate or 
magi ft rates, having competent authority in that behalf, are 
hereby authorized to commit fuch perfons as afore faid to fuch 
place or places of confinement, fo to be appointed, inftead 
of the common gaol." This claufe may operate, Sir, in a 
manner more to be dreaded than any banifhment, or confine* 
ment out of the realm ; and a power which may be grofsly 
abufed, ought not to be trufted to any man. A perfon only 
fufpe&ed, or pretended to be fo, may be doomed to the 
damped, moft noxious dungeon, on the moft fwampy coaft. 
He may be (tided in a- vault, to whofe foul mouth no health- 
fome air breathes in. I, Sir, perhaps may at laftjbe fufpefted, 
and poflibly it will not be a (light fufpicion. I have formerly 
experienced an illegal, clofe, and rigorous imprifonment, but 
by this bill I may be fent to the barbarous highlands of Scot* 
land, or among the favages in the dreary Ifle of Bute, from 
whofe bourn 1 am fure I (hould never return, even as a travel- 
ler, much lefs as a prifoner. Is it ingenioufly meant, Sir, 
as a new mode of repeoplipg that ancient kingdom ? 

Much has been (aid, Sir, both in the committee and in 
the Houfe, about a diftator, and his extenfive powers. Many 
periods of the Roman hiftory have been retailed out to us 
minutely enough. Comparifons between that virtuous republic 
and this corrupt monarchy, are generally more brilliant than 
folid, more beautiful than juft. A right hon. gentleman 
[right hon. Mr. Conway] under the gallery, has juft ob- 
ferved, thatour glorious deliverer, King William the Third, 
was a di&ator here after the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus 
aft in his reign. Should the prefent bill for the fufpenfion of 
that a&, pafs into a law, I (hall regard the noble Lord with 
the blue riband as the modern di&ator of this great empire, 
as poffcffed of the moft ample and defpotic powers. The 

firft 
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firft a& of bufinefs in an ancient di&ator, I remember, was 
to make his coadjutor in office, his magtfitr equitum, his 
general of horfe. If public gratitude has any weight with 
him, I am fure for fuch an office he will turn his eyes to the 
noble Lord # , now fo near him, who, to his immortal honour, 
great and invincible courage, advanced, and charged the ene- 
mies of our country at the head oT the Britifh horfe. In one 
particular refpe&ing the di&ator of ancient times, I beg to 
fet right * very high law-officer [Attorney General, Mr. 
Thuriow] among us. All the Roman magiftrates were not, 
as he fays, fuperfeded by that creation. The tribunes of the 
people, but they alone, preferred their authority, even un- 
der a di&ator. 

It has been faid, Sir, by another gentleman, who is like* 
wife in a great law office [Solicitor General, Mr. Wedder- 
htrrne], that in this Houfea difcontented party had ridiculoufly 
given into a tone of prophecy, which has never been accom- 
plished, and that particularly about a year ago it was the 
cafe of the right honourable gentleman who fpoke lately 
under the gallery. It is not, I believe, very parliamentary to 
quote words fpoke n in a former debate : but if that member's 
memory goes to a prophecy of one year, which has not been 
fulfilled, he will permit mine a fair excurfion to another pro- 
phecy of that very member's, fix years ago, which has beeii 
exaflly verified. His prophecy in this Houfe was, that if 
the fame violent meafures againft the Americans were perfift- 
ed in, the colonies', which formed fo great a ftrength to this 
kingdom in the reign of George II. would be diffevered from 
the Brrtifh empire in the reign of George III. No prophecy, 
Sir, ever received a more perfefik accompli fhment. He won- 
derfully, poflefles the fecond fight of his native country. How 
deeply criminal he and others have been in the bringing this 
prophecy to pafs, I hope this Houfe will one day inquire. A 
very extraordinary obfervation of the fame gentleman in the 
prefent debate, amid a variety of heterogeneous matter, it is 
impoflible for me not to mention. He has laughed at uni- 
verfal benevolence, and endeavoured to demonftrate the im- 
poffibility of its exiftence. But, Sir, he has only given us 
the narrow, contracted, felfifh ideas of his own heart, and his 
own country. His fentiments and his feelings are confined 
to a very fmall infignificant circle indeed. They are merely 
elannifli and Scottifli. His remarks I tew excited a general 
indignation among us. An EngHfhman has ideas infinitely 
* Lord George Germainc. in 1759 Lord George Sackville. 
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more liberal and enlarged. His heart expands itfelf, and 
takes in the general good and profperity of all mankind. It 
feels not the rancour, and difdains the injuftice of fuch a 
cruel perfecuting bill, as that now before us, but forms the 
warmed wifhes for the liberty and happjnefs of every indi- 
vidual of this late flourifhing empire. Univerfal benevo-r 
lence, and a generous fpirit of humanity, have been no lefs 
the chara£teriftics of the inhabitants of the fouthern parts of 
this ifland, than that good nature, for which foreigners have 
not even a name. 1 will only add, Sir, that I think the 
moil beautiful fentence of all antiquity is that which was 
received with fuch applaufe by the generous and free Roman 
people, and an Englilh fenate I am fure will adopt againft 
every meafure of oppreflion and cruelty — Homo fum, human't 
nihil 41 me alienum puto. 

Right hori. Mr. R. Rigby faid, he fincerely wifhed for the 
general fufpenfion of the habeas corpus a<3, which, in his 
opinion, was neceflTary to be extended to Great Britain, 
and that too as fully as in 1745. At the latter period, he faid 
the rebels in this country avowed their principles ; they ap- 
peared in arms; and eondu&ed themfelves as honeft, though 
miftaken men. Now, the fecret enemies of government 
conduced themfelves in a different manner. They gave their 
affiftance covertly in the dark. They feared the open 
day, and {kulked behind quibbles in law, and all the infidious ' 
arts of concealed fa&ion and fedition. He obferved, that it 
had been frequently obje&ed to the prefent adminiftration, 
by the gentlemen in oppofition, that they had not employed 
•4 force againft America fufficiently powerful ; at other times 
that they had put the nation to an unneceflary expenfe. 
What attention fuch men .deferved, might be eafily gathered 
from this wavering difpofition. He trufted that admini-^ 
Uralion would not give way on the prefent occafion. He did 
not think that the bill wanted any amendment, and he mould 
be forry to fee its friends aflent to any propofition coming 
from that quarter, becaufe he could never difcover any one 
principle of a£Hon in the fupporters of the prefent claufe, 
but that of a fixed indifgriipinate oppofition, right or wrong, to 
every meafure propofed by the King's fervants. 

Mr. Foxi after reprobating the principle of the bill, and 
declaring that he thought, if even the claufe were agreed to 
as fir ft moved, he would be called on to give the bill a molt 
hearty negative \ faid he muft defire to draw the attention 

of 
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of the Houfe to the conduft of the court of France refpeft- 
ing our difputes with America. He affirmed, from his own 
, knowledge, that we were on the eve of a war with France, 
immediately preceding the meeting of the prefent feflion, in 
the month of O&ober. He was of opinion, that admini- 
ftration were extremely negligent and inattentive in refpedt 
of home fecurity and national defence, particularly in not 
calling out and embodying the militia, when it was well 
known in what a defenceless ftate we f were at the time ; and 
(till, he was forry to fay, continued to be. At prefent the 
difpofition of France, he allowed, was much changed. The 
courts of Verfailles and Madrid, whatever their latent or 
remote intentions may be, take care carefully to conceal one, 
or have prudently poftponed the other, which was the moft 
probable fuppofition, till they were fufficiently prepared to 
ftrike a decifive, perhaps a fatal blow, which was certainly 
not the cafe at prefent. Their peaceable demeanour, their 
promifes and appearances, were moft afluredly the confequence 
of neceflity, not choice. The difpofition of the French na- 
tion in general ; the fentiments of fuch as turned their 
thoughts to foreign politics, refpe&ing the civil war in Ame- 
rica, bear teftimony, how much they engrofled what they 
look upon as a matter that promifes to be extremely favour- 
able to their interefts in the final event. He had other 
proofs, which (hewed the cenclufion now made, in a much 
moreclearmanner ; that was, the difpofition of the French ca- 
binet, which daily manifefted itfelf in a variety of circum- 
ftances. He did not mean to. enter into details : but the fads 
he wa£ about to mention, were important, and fuch too, as 
would not leave a doubt of their apparent tendency ; that was, 
the condu£t of the French mjniftry to two of the members 
of the American Congrefs, now refident at Paris, Dofltor 
Franklin and Mr. Silas Deane. He was warranted in affirm- 
ing from his own knowledge, that they both appeared pub- 
licly at Paris and Verfailles ; they were known to hold con- 
ferences with the King's minifters, to treat and negotiate 
with them, and to J>e received by them fubftantially on the 
fame footing as the reprefentatives of any independent 
power in Chriftendom. The correlpondence held between 
them was of the fame nature with that ufually carried ori 
between two powers, where one of them feeks for afliftance, 
and the other, from motives of policy, liftens, deliberates, 
and determine?, upoxvthe propriety or u. j roprjety of adopt- 
ing the fchemesj or entering into th j .»: . fi res of . the power 
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which thusappliesfor fuccour. Sometimes Franklin and Deane 
received greater encouragement, at other times lefs, according 
to the tone of the court, and the prevailing fentiments and 
opinions at the time. But however thefe might vary, one 
important truth might be gathered from the whole, that 
France was fecretly hoftile to Great Britain ; that (he pub- 
licly or privately received, treated, and negotiated with 
the members of the American Congrefs, or with perfons an* 
thorized and deputed for them. He next attacked what he 
called the fhameful, difgraceful, and improbable falfehoods 
that the only paper published by authority in this country is 
filled v/ith, upon every occafion, given in the accounts re* 
ceived from America. He faid, he had been in company, 
at Paris, with an American lately arrived in that capital, who 
informed him that our London Gazette gives long details, from 
time to time, of fuccefles gained by our troops, which never 
had anyexiftence hut on paper. He allured me, in particular, 
the lifts of the killed, wounded, and prifoners, fince the com* 
mencement of the campaign, amounted to nearly as many 
as the Congrefs had enlifted, muttered, or arrayed ; but as 
the nation were to have fomething in return for the blood 
and treafure fo fhamefully laviflied on our fide, fomething tq 
fralance againft new debts, accompanied with new taxes, he 
could not fay but he much approved of the device, as he wa$ 
infinitely better pleafed to fee men killed upon paper, than be 
convinced that they fell in battle. He then took a general 
view of the fituation of affairs in America, the ftateofths.. 
refpe&ive armies, their number, &c. and contended, from 
the prefent appearance of affairs in that country, we were 
no nearer conquering America now, than we were three 
years ago. If it could ever be^ffe&ed, he was fatisfied it 
would be the work of time, perhaps of many campaigns. 
Though France had altered her intention of taking an early 
and decided part, and would not venture to break with us, 
till her navy fhould be put upon a refpe&able footing, yet a 
peace refting on fo precarious a foundation, was in fa& no 
peace, and was more hurtful, in its remote confequences f 
than War aflually declared. — The Dutch were nearly twenty 
years ftmgglipg againft their tyrannic opprqflbrs, before they 
procured any affiftance from foreign ftates ; our ftrength 
would be therefore gradually decreaiing, and we might pro- 
bably find burfelves engaged in a bloody and expenfive war, 
when we leaft expe&ed it, and were leaft prepared foe it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Dunning faid he fliould givq one proof of his fince- 
rity, by agreeing with the amendment (moved by Mr. Corn- 
wall), though he was far from approving of it entirely ; yet 
it was better than nothing; and though the general expref* 
fion, " dbt of the realm," might be interpreted in fuch a 
manner as juft to mean what minifters pleafed, he was glad 
to have the extreme rigour of the claufe qualified in any man- 
ner. He could not help obferving, notwithstanding all that 
had fallen from the other fide, both as to the intention and 
conftru&ion of the bill, it was never defigned nor meant to 
be interpreted as a law for fecuring, detaining, or ponifhing 
perfons charged, fufpefted, or con vi&ed of offences qr. crimes 
fpecifically committed in North America, or on the . high 
feas. 

Mr. Wilmot lamented the prefent horrid fituation of Ame- 
rica ; faid, he thought this war might have been prevented in 
the outfet, and hoped might {till be put an end to, without 
any derogation of the honour, dignity, or even intereft of 
Great Britain : but that, whatever were the caufes, the fword 
was now drawn by America; and that, therefore, whilft that 
fword remained uniheathed, he fincerely wjflied fuccefs to hi* 
own country, though he could not think it free from error* 
That he felt upon the occafion as he fliould do if a dagger was 
held to his father's bread ; that, in that moment, . he fliould 
forget his parent's blame, defend him from its attack, and 
refled only on the greater blame of the perfon who held it. 
That the fituation we are in towards America could not have 
been forefeen, and therefore no provifion was made for it by 
the laws at prefent in force. That this bill anfwered the 
purpofe, and being freed from the objedion to it, had his 
hearty concurrence. 

The Attorney General (Mr. Thurlow) obferved, that he 
had been defcribed as the framerof the bill, with fome little 
afliftance, however, from his friend near him ; and, on thai 
ground, made refponfible for its contents. Be that as it may, 
he ftill retained his former opinion; he never had a fecond on. 
the fubje&. He was aware of the great talents and profef- 
fional knowledge of his learned friend who moved the claufe, 
and who had entertained the Houfe fo ably on the fuppofed 
contradi&ion between the title and the bill ttfelf. With afl 
his.induftry and attention, both of which, in the prefent cafe, 
• he was by no means fparing of, he could not difcover any fuch 
contradiction* The bill was meant to punifh, or prevent 
crimes, committed in America, or on the high feas. Does the 
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bill hold a different language ? Is it becaufe a perfon is not 
perfonally prefent in either of the places defcribed, that he 
may not be guilty of treafon ? Certainly not. If that was 
the cafe, no accomplice in treafon, who was now in open 
arms, or concerned in the fcene then pafling, could be brought 
to punifliment. He begged leave to repeat what he faid he 
had given fo frequently as his opinion fince the firft introduc- 
tion of the bill into the Houfe — it was formed on the pure ft 
principles of conftitutional law ; that he was convinced it 
would ftand the teft of time and obfervation ; and that, if 
it was defeSive in any refpeft, it was becaufe it did not go 
far enough. — He then quoted feveral inftances, in which the 
fufpenfion of the habeas corpus z(X had taken place ; and refer- 
red to the celebrated cafe of Sir William Wyndham, who 
•was denied the benefit of the habeas corpus a6t on bare fufpi- 
cion; and after folemn argument in the court of King's 
Bench, the judges were unanimoufly of opinion, that he 
Ihould be remanded to the Tower ; and that the ground of 
commitment was good. He contended, that the idea was a 
legal and conftitutional one ; and that the claim to exercife 
it, on the prefent occafion, was found law, and perfe&ly 
confonant to the principles of the conftitution. He added, 
that it had been a prevailing cuftom, fince the introduction of 
the prefent meafure into the Houfe, to blend in every debate 
and converfation which arofe on it, perfonal allufions, per- 
gonal charges, and certain political doctrines, little connected 
with the fubjeft matter. Whatever portion of them were in- 
tended for him, he was totally indifferent about. He w*s 
confeious of his own motives. He flattered himfelf, he had 
always acted an uniform, confident part. He was determined 
to purfue the fame line of conduct to the end ; and on the 
whole, he did not think it a very fair mode of procedure, to 
difcredit a meafure merely on perfonal confiderations, apply- 
ing, or ftippofed to apply to fome of thofe who moft warmly 
fupported it. 

Mr. Dunning replied to the Attorney General, both in re- 
fpeel of the bill, and as to the latter part of the Attorney's 
fpeech, which he fuppofed was directly levelled at himfelf. 
He obferved, that he muft be very ignorant indeed of the 
laws and conftitution of this country, and of the real purport 
of the bill, who could refbrt to perfonal allufions to the 
framersof it, infteadof drawing arguments againft it from 
the bill itfelf. No man queftioned the perfonal integrity, 
uniformity of conduct, or immaculate intentions of its 
frknds. It was the bill, the ufes that might be made of it, 

the 
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the unprecedented powers it delegated, without a fingle proof* 
or colour of proof, of the neceflity of fuch a delegation, 
that called forth his oppofition. He applauded the learned 
gentleman's firmnefs ; he had a very high opinion of his 
profeflional knowledge; yet, however firm and knowing he 
was, there were ftill fome of his friends who thought the 
bill went too far ; the "very amendment made to the claufe 
now offered /was the cleared teftimony that there exifted 
fuch a defcription of men among his friends; and the fenti* 
ments of a great lawyer [Mr. Morton], in the committee, 
proved that there were, even among his learned brethren, 
fome odd kind of men, who differed from him, independent 
of any perfonal allufion to his integrity, uniformity of con- 
du£t, or political principles. 

The Attorney General faid he intended no particular appli- 
cation of what had fallen from him. That his friends or ad-* 
verfaries might think as they pleafed ; every man was free to 
think for himfelf; of courle he was at liberty to hold his 
firft opinion, and to avow it, which was, that the bill was 
neceifary, and that it was unobjedionable in its tirft forma- 
tion, as well as amended ftate. He obferved, that it was a 
Very unufual thing to debate a bill in this ftage ; that many 
opportunities had prefented themfelves fince its firft introduc- 
tion into the Houfe ; on the fecond reading in the committee, 
and on the report ; but all thefe opportunities were partly 
paffed over, and adminiftration were now called on to defend 
and amend a bill in a ftage, in which, if debated at all, it is 
fcarcely or ever offered to be amended. 

Colonel Luttrell thought the bill extremely necefTary at this 
time, and its operation in this kingdom and Ireland much 
wanted. He informed the Houfe, that a (hip, loaded with 
fire-arms and warlike ftores, and ammunition of all kinds, 
intended for America, was feized in the port of Dublin. The 
merchants who were the owners of the ftores, and the a£kors 
in this treafonable tranfadHon, were apprehended, and yet, 
for want of a law of this kind, the traitors were bailed, and 
permitted to efcape with impunity. He wifhed fincerely, if 
they had not efcaped beyond the reach of juftice, that this 
bill might take cognizance of their crimes, and that they 
might meet that exemplary and consign punilhment which 
they manifeftly merited. 

Honourable James Luttrell replied, that ftrong fads made 
eafy to the humbleft comprehenfion, taught him to differ fo 
widely in opinion from his honourable relation [Col. Lut- 
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trell~|, and made him feel fuch contrary fentiments to thole 
-which that honourable member had exprefled, that he was 
neccflitated to perfevere in voting in oppofition to him. That 
there is an aft of Parliament to prevent the (hipping of war* 
like ftores to America ; that if the law is not clear in point- 
ing out the means of punifhing fuch offenders, it may be ne-» 
cefiary to make one for that purpofe; but that there is great 
difference between making laws to puniih the guilty, and 
breaking laws which our excellent conftitution has provided 
for the prdte£tk>n of the innocent. That if the propofed 
claufe was agreed to by the noble Lord [Lord North}, it 
would retrieve the liberty of the fubjedl on this fide the At- 
lantic, and perhaps' check, for a while, the arbitrary fpirit of 
thofe who w idled the bill to pafs without the claufe. But 
that as he could conceive no ftate of perfection in a bill of 
that defpotic nature, to recommend it to the representatives of 
the people, he fhould not enter into refinements of the law, 
ix>r cavil upon words, but obje& to the whole of the bill, aa 
an iniquitous and daring attack upon the Palladium of JEng- 
lift liberty ; andobferved, that it this was the firft-fruits of 
viftories in America, we mud expeft to recover our colonies 
at the expenfe of Magna Cbarta. He proceeded to obferve, . 
that after the very ftrong cenfure parted by a right honour-, 
able gentleman [Mr. Rigby] on the members of oppofition, 
-who had contended for the conftitutional freedom of the fub- 
jeft in every part of the Britifh empire ; he muft confider 
fuch declamation as meant to open an extenfive field of Ame- 
rican debate, and therefore thought it his duty to fay a 
few words in behalf of an injured people, whom he conceived 
never yet to have had it in their power to return to their al- 
legiance without either fubmitting themfelves to vaflalage, or 
being condemned to death. He then entered into the origin 
and purfuit of the war, as the great object of parliamentary 
confifleration ; praifed the valour of the Britiih forces and 
their leaders, but lamented that the Houfe continued to 
fneet for little elfe than to frame bills of hatred, inftead of re- 
storing laws which were for the mutual advantage of Great 
Britain and America. That he had often thought the lofs of 
empire would not.be more difgracefui to Britifh fubje&s, than 
the lofs of freedom ; but that he neither wiihed to eftabHih a 
republican, nor an arbitrary fyftem of government. The 
que ft ion of the times he apprehended to imply, whether 
it can poffibly be for the advantage of America to relieve her 
from one Tpecies of calamity, only to fubjed her to another ?., 

and 
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and whether it is wife in us to rejoice at an increafe of power 
to tyrannize, when it fets a dangerous precedent to bring 
home to ourfelves the fame military enforcement of miniu 
terial injuftice, as that which marks the defpotic principles, 
the rife and progrefs of the whole American war? That he 
certainly fliould not rejoice at any victory * till government 
prove they mean to end the war with more juftice than they 
began it. He then proceeded as follows : 

If I were to join in claiming a right of taxation over the 
Americans, confidently with thofe acts which occafioned the 
civil war, it is plain to every capacity that it muft be unli- 
mited and unconditional; for certain it is, that government 
taxed the Americans without their con fen t, at a time when 
there was no defperate plea of neceflity which threatened the 
fafety of this kingdom ; let it be remembered, that we were 
then highly refpeded abroad, rich in commerce andprofpe- 
rity at home, with every advantage of profound peace. 

The exercife of unlimited taxation may mark this for a 
Houfe of American delegates, by American penfions, but 
that people can only continue to ele& their own legal * repre- 
sentatives to record a loft conftitution. Nor could I con- 
cteive that our liberties were not endangered, when fo defpe- 
rate an attempt was formed to break the fpirit of a people 
like ourfelves, who would not tamely fubmit to be treated as 
inferior fubje&s, in point of conftitutional representative^ 
and the blefiings of limited monarchy* 

it is a maxim ftated by a noble and diftinguifhed political 
writer [Lord Bolingbroke], that " whatever be the fate of 
particular perfons, houfes, or families, the liberty of the 
ldbjed fhould be immortal." But we have feen three mil- 
lions of fubje&s condemned unheard, and the faith of this 
nation broke, in order to fupport the powerful fa&ion of a 
few great families placed near the throne ; themfelves ex- 
claiming in both Houfes of Parliament, to have recourfe t* 
arms, to juftify 'fuch proceedings as they were confciout 
rouft be condemned by every poffible idea of civil right which 
conftitutes us a free people. 

The Americans, driven and neceflitated to refill fuch arte* 
trary power, might well forget the refpeft which we ate 
pleafed to fuppofe was due to the mother-country ; when, in- 
stead of considering their addrefles to the crown, you pro- 
ceeded to deftroy their trade, laid wafte their coustry, and 

* The members of their Houfe of Aflembly are. chofen for counties 
fnd boroughs, by the feme mode of election as our own. 
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totally abdicated that government, there furely remained 
little reafon to juftify fuch condufl:, whether the Americans 
ihould declare themfelyes independent, or only unfubdued. 

I have always thought it expedient for government to treat 
with the Congrefs, becaufe it is eafier to explain differences 
to a dozen of people, than to three millions. Confidering 
them as meflTengers from a yaft body of fubje&s, I think they 
ihould be treated with, liftened to, and anfwered ; neither 
could the employing of them as peace-makers, upon con ft it u- 
tional principles, be eftabli thing their authority to rule over 
thefr fellow- fubjefts ; or poftibly confine the injuries done to 
all Americans, merely ta the perfons of the Congrefs; there* 
fore their virtues or their vices I neither praife nor cenfure ; 
for I contend that the arbitrary maxims adopted, and obfti- 

« nately perfifted in by government, were the fole origin of the 
civil war, and to this day prevent the re-eftaWiihmem of 
peace. I am very far from attributing fo general a revolt to 
the ingenious abilities of a few very private gentlemen. Re- 
itore upon a folid balls the faith of this nation towards the in- 
habitants of that great continent ; give up fuch meafures as 
are only confident with narrow minds, court juntos, and 
defpotic principles ; defilt from perfecutrons which had lighted^ 
wp a fpirit of refentment fufficient to warm the hearts of 
three millions of fubje&s, the Congrefs would then fooa 
fink into their original Ration of private citizens. 
, 1 judge the minifters to be dangerous fervants to the ftate, 
not only by their repeated arbitrary declarations, but by 
ihong fads which have arifen out of their own conduft, and 
which they dare the fubje6t to counteract. The war is theirs,, 
and the peace is to be theirs. We have charters to defend 
our liberties, and fo once had the Americans; and there is 
more to be apprehended from fuch minifters, when in pro- 
fperity, than in adverfity. Therefore it is our duty to look to 
the ufe that will be made of the boafted viclories, before we 
aire in love with the found of them. 1 look upon legions of 
conquerors, and legions of tax-gatherers, in a very*differe»t 
light: the former they wifely hold up for our admiration, but 
the latter fuit their views, their principles, and determina- 
tions. To be feparated for ever from America, endangers 
our liberties and the happinefs of every individual in this 
kingdom, much lefs than giving to the crown the rights" and 
free privileges of fubje&s who mnft become more numerous ■ 
than ourfelves. I therefore contend, that the attempts of go- 
vernment to claim a right of opprefling the fubje£r, fituate<J ; 

ioirerer ditiant from the capital > or varnifhed over with any 
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pretence whatfoever, ought to be oppofedfor the good of the 
whole empire. For there can be no natural divifions, no 
fiavifh diftindions conftituted amongft us, without its ending 
in deftroying the freedom of the whole. The fame motives 
which might induce a king to fide with us to enflave and op- 
prefs the Americans, may find a king to watch their growing 
ftrength, and then fide with that people to reduce us to an 
ignominious level with themfelves. Had the friends pf liberty 
been fewer in numbers and frrength than thofe bred up in 
popery and Tory principles, during the reign of James the 
Second, that monarch had been abtolute. It was an injured 
people firmly bound together, that fhewed ftrength fufficient 
to drive that tyrant from the throne, and fecured to us thofe 
rights of mankind which add dignity to human nature ; un- 
der which the whole empire flouriflied ; and, till we are a di- 
vided people, all kings will look upon our liberties with jea- 
loufy, but not with contempt. 

The fhadow of a pretence was at laft thrown out, that 
*erms of peace had been offered [by Lord Howe's proclama- 
tion] upon con ft i tut ional principles; but when the motion 
made by a noble Lord [Lord J. Cavendifh] to afcertain the 
fad was taken into parliamentary confederation, the mafk of 
ftate hypocrify was thrown off, and the Tory features of 
government's inftrudion to the commifiioners fully expofed. 
The pretended delicacy of treating with the Congrefs was 
equally an impofition upon men's underftanding ; for there 
are no proper perfons to treat with; when you have nothing 
to offer ! And furely if bribing a few, and condemning the 
reft to vaifalage, upon pain of death, can be con ft rued con- 
ftitutional terms of peace, they were extraded from the 
Hcffian, not the Englifh laws. 

I own, Sir, I feel for the Americans, if our boafted force 
of arms can drive them to look up to thofe minifters for mer- 
cy and redrefs, who have plundered and betrayed them, and 
whofe firft proof of integrity confifts in declaring they will 
not bind themfelves to do one ad of juftice towards that 
country. Such, fairly dated, is implied by unconditional 
fubmiftion ; terms, not only unworthy the injured Americans 
to Men to, but fuch as ought to ftrike every Englifhman 
with indignation ; to hear a language held for our gracious 
Sovereign, more becoming fome conquering tyrant t and 
ufurper, than the father of his people,jand the fworn aflferto* 
of the Jaws [vide coronation oath]. u**> ^ > 
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I ffluft obferve, that the new titles and favours beftowed on 
the fupporters of this war, are not marks to difcern the welt* 
wifhers towards America ; neither can much clemency and 
prote&ion be expe&ed from thofe member*; who have been 
mod expert at teaching us that pleafantry is preferable to hu- 
manity ; that loyalty confifts in riflring the lofs of half an 
empire, by*a&s of violence and oppreffion; or have dirtin- 
guiihed themfelves by jefting ever fcenes, which, from their, 
horrors and injuftice, even the favage Indian may have (hed 
a tear upon. 

Such men and fueh meafures I have oppofed, and truft that 
1 have ftated fufficient grounds of jollification for the ftrong- 
cft oppofition to a war, which evidently appears to have for 
its principal objed, arbitrary power, fupported by private 
avarice, and ambition ; not public fpirit, I may add not loy- 
alty ; for though the language of tyranny may flatter the 
paflions of- a moparch, and gain fome earldoms arid fom* 
contra&s, yet, Sir, the loyal language of a Briton to his So- 
vereign ought to eonfift in the welfare and affections of his 
ibbje&s, which cannot be feparated from his views, whhottt 
naking life a burden to himfelf as well as to them. 

I fliall always wilh to addrefs myfelf with proper refpeft . 
towards every member here, confeiotis, that were the fame 
individuals dflembled in any other Houfe than a Houfe of 
Parliament, no man would take his ftation amongft them with , 
more humility than I would ; but in this public caufe, when 
the unjuft maflacre of thoufands of fellow-fubjefts, whofe 
lives ought to have been held asfacred as our own, calls aloud 
for redrefs ; and when the refult of our unrelenting councils 
may be graven on the tombs of thoufands more, it is a 
time to fpeak a plain and determined language; therefore, if 
I (hen Id deviate a little from etiquette, I flatter myfelf the 
Importance of the obje& will plead my excufe ; that obje£t 
%s peace and commerce with America, which cannot be ob- 
tained by unconditional fubmiffion, nor by thefe deteftable 
Repeated afts of violence, hatred, and oppreflion, but rather 
by dropping the point of the bloody fword, until America 
fliall refufe the olive-branch, placed on a conftitutional code 
of laws, fuch as is neither unworthy the Americans to live 
under, nor Great Britain to offer. 

Mr. Gorntyall, to explain, faid, without his amendment, a 
perfon.hfcd only to take a pafTage of a few hours to enable him 
tp give, the rebels in America every affiftance in his power, 

and 
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and return again to this country, without a poflfyility of con* 
trol or detedion by any means (hort of legal proof. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair condemned the principle of the bill at 
large, and congratulated the learned gentleman who moved 
the claufe, on the truth of his predictions, for he had at 
leftgth produced two events equally worthy of obfervation ; 
he had caufed the difference of opinion among the crown 
lawyers to be made manifeft, and caufed the mafk to be 
drawn afide, and the intentions of the framers of the bill to 
be publicly expofed in all their naked deformity. 

Mr. Burrel fpoke a few words in favour of the bill. 

Right hon. T. Townjbend faid, it was neither unufual nor 
uncommon to debate bills on the third reading ; nay, even to 
add claufes, by way of rider, after the principle of the bill 
had received the approbation of both Houfes. He could not 
therefore conceive on what ground the learned gentleman 
(the Attorney General) could feem furprifed, at what, which 
if not every day's praAice, was neverthelefs the con ft ant 
pra&ice and ufage of Parliament, As to the bill itfelf, it 
was no wonder that gentlemen mould be daggered when the 
crown lawyers were known to have differed fd materially in 
opinion. Men not bred to the profeffion of the law* ought 
to reflect and confider ferioufly what they were about to do, 
when the very learned gentleman (Mr* Morton) who came 
with the 5eft difpofitions to ftipport the meafure, flopped fhort, 
and refufed to go the length that other gentlemen^ perhaps not 
lefs learned, but more fanguine, were willing to do. In fuck 
a (late of things, and diverfity of opinion, he hoped the Houfc 
would again confider the very ex ten five and 'unprecedented 
powers meant to be lodged in the hands of the crown by thifc 
bill ; and if they (bould think the principle of the bill necef- 
fary to be fupported, that they would agree to the claufe offered 
by his learned friend, at lead to the amendment propofed by 
the honourable gentleman on the Treafury Bench. 

Mr. Vyner faid he did not intend to fpeak in the debate ; yet 
when heconfidered the very great and Angular importance of 
the queftion now before the Houfe, he could not content him* 
felf with giving a filent vote ; he (hould, therefore, fay a few 
words on the occafion, todcclare his hearty and entire appro* 
bation of the claufe offered by the learned gentleman (Mr. 
Dunning) near him. He was always reacy, he trailed no 
man in that Houfe more fo, to fupport administration when 
they were right. He hoped his fentiments, particularly re- 
fpeding American affairs, werefufficientlyknowi>ibutaccord- 
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.ing to the prcfent appearance of things, according to the 
avowed and oflenfible motives urged for palling this bill, he 
was yet to learn on what reafonable or even plaufible ground 
adminiftration could refufe the claufe, much lefs the amend- 
ment. He wiflied, however, before he fat down, to be per- 
fectly undcrflood, that his opinion refpe&ing the prefent bill 
did not at all interfere or affe£t his general femiments re- 
fpe&ing the prefent unnatural rebellion raging in America. 

Lord North rofe to exculpate adminiftration frqm having 
an intention of introducing any unconstitutional precedents, 
or of defif ing any powers to be entrufted either to the crown or 
them, which could be employed to oppreffive or bad purpofes. 
In anfwer to Mr. Fox, he allured the Houfe, that he had 
received no account of any foreign flate having affifted Ame- 
rica with arms, or any kind of naval or military (lores. He 
believed the contrary to be the cafe, and muft have heard 
if they had. Probably enough, the French and Dutch mer- 
chants, as objects of commercial profit, may have fupplied 
the colonies, and been guilty of this fpecies of prohibited 
commerce ; but he imagined he might fay with certainty, 
that no traffic of this kind had been carried on under the fane- 
tion of either of the powers mentioned, or indeed by any 
other. He obferved, that great objections had been made to" 
the powers now intended to be delegated. He was forry that 
fuch a jealoufy fhould be entertained on any fide of the 
Houfe. He was certain that they fell confiderably fhort of 
thofe granted on fimilar occafions ; at all events, he imagined 
that the claufe, as offered to be amended by his honourable 
friend near him, would completely remove every folk! ground 
ofobje&ion. 

Mr. Adam in favour of the bill, as it flood before the claufe 
was moved. He coincided entirely in opinion with the At- 
torney General, that the claufe was not wanting ; and that 
even without it, the bill did not go far enough j that the pre- 
fent critical date of affairs rendered it neceffary that the moft 
ample and decifive clear powers fhould be veiled in the 
crown, in order to crufh and eradicate the unnatural and un- 
provoked lebellion now raging in America. He contended, 
that the powers now fought, fhould have been applied for much 
earlier, and affirmed, if they had, that the war we were now 
unhappily waging with our own fubjefls, would have been 
long fince extinguished. Indecifive meafures, indeeifively 
executed, were the leading charadleriftics of the prefent adrni- 
niftration, at lealt of lome, who had power and influence 
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enough, to counteract fuch as were firm and decifive ; aqd 
he could not help obferving and lamenting, that a greater 
curfe could not befall a country, than fluctuating and divided 
councils. Divided as we were in Cabinet .and Parliament, 
it was natural to exped that we muft feel the fatal effects of 
fuch divifions, in the field, and every intermediate ftep that 
led to it. 

General Conway faid, that adminiftration had not only gone 
far enough, but beyond far enough ; they had not only been 
decifive, but he feared much too decifive. It was impoflible 
for them, in his opinion,^ be more obftinate and unrelent- 
ing than they had already proved themfelves to be ; or to re- 
fort to harflier means than they had all alopg fteadily purfu- 
ed. The whole train of meafures, from the commencement, 
was a fuccefiion of a&s, all feeming to tend to one favourite 
objed, that of driving America to defpair ; and from adls 
committed under the force of that defpair, gradually to com- 
pel them from dutiful remonftrance to factious and feditious 
refolves ; from thefe to the cruel neceffity of taking up arms to 
defend their natural, chartered, and conftttutional rights; and 
at length, in the height of political rage and dpfperation, to 
throw off and diflblve all bands of legal government, by leav- 
ing them no other alternative but rank flavery or indepencU 
ertcy. Thofe means of recovering America having hitherto 
proved unfuccefsful, he was aftonifhed that we (till continued 
to adhere to them. He affirmed, that we were now, and he 
would venture to do fo from the beft authority, no nearer 
making a conqueft of America, than we were twelve months 
ago ; and that, probably, if we perfifted another year in the 
fame fyftem of politics, France, when (he found this country 
fufficiently weakened and exhaufted both in men and mo- 
ney, wonld take an occafion to break with us ; and we (hould 
probably, in fuch an event, find ourfelves engaged in a war 
with the united powers of France, Spain, Naples, Sardinia, 
and the emperor, without a fingle ally ftrong enough to coun- 
terbalance fuch a junction of all the great powers of the 
fouthern part of Europe. He could not fit down, he faid, 
without obferving, that after all which minifters had- pro- 
mifed, nothing yet had been performed, in refpeft of the 
terms we were willing to grant to the colonies : how, then* 
was it poflible to effect that favourite meafure, of dividing 
and commanding ? America muft unconditionally fubmit, or 
agree to terms ; no terms having been offered on our part, 
the alternative was evidently fimple defpotifm or fimple con- 
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queft. It was therefore abfurd to talk of dividing the Con- 
grefs, or fepararing the people from the Congrefs, becaufe, by 
the prefent conduS of administration, they did not permit a 
fecond party to fubfift in America. His opinion, he allured 
the Houfe, was neither founded in a mere fpirit of oppofition* 
or any other improper or interested motives. He was fure it 
was pure ; he was certain it was uniform ; and he had great 
reafon to dread, that the final ev*nt of the prefent cruel and 
unnatural civil war, would prove that his fears and predictions 
were too well founded. 

Mr, Adam, to explain the words far enough. He faid : , he 
did not mean to ufe that phrafe in the loofe, undefined man* 
ner, it had been conftrued by the honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft. He meant fubftantially to fay, that the meafures 
How purfuing by government would have been more effica- 
cious, in all probability, had they been taken up earlier ; and> 
when they were taken up, had they been carried into execu- 
tion with more fpirit and alacrity. No man was farther 
from approving of fanguinary meafures than he; and he 
always thought that the fureft means in fuch cafes, of pre- 
venting the effufion of blood, and all the dire calarnittes of 
a civil war, were by adopting vigorous meafures in time, and 
executing them feafonably. 

Mr. Dunning to explain. He was glad to learn, that ad- 
miniftration had in fome meafure deferted the bill ; he hoped 
they would defert the amendment too. However, divided 
as they were, if they fliould infift on both this night, it would 
produce a phenomenon in politics, a deferted bill, and a di- 
vided miniftry, carrying a queftion which fcarcely two of 
them were agreed in, and which almoft every individual of 
them had virtually deferted. 

Mr. Solicitor General made feveral obfervations on the 
intelligence given by his honourable friend (Mr. Fox). 
He faid, the information given by that gentleman, and every 
argument drawn from it, furnilhed fo many ftronger mo- 
tives, in his opinion, for agreeing with the bill, and reject- 
ing both the claufe and amendment : he had told the Houfe, 
(and who could doubt ib good an authority ?) that two 
of the members of the Congrefs were at Paris, and that 
they were received in a public character, in the light of en- 
voys, or minifters, armed with full powers from an inde- 
pendent ftate, treating upon preliminaries for a perma- 
nent and folemn communication and * guarantee of their 
refpeftivc interefts. He was witty on his oW colleague, 
3 and 
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and was extremely liberal of the word rebellious, trea- 
fonable, rebel Congyefs, on fallen America, &c. He 
faid, he did not fee any neceffity for either the claufe or 
amendment, yet he (hould not be againft, nay he had no ob- 
jection to it, if its friends had been contented with carrying 
it early in the day ; but as the gentlemen who moved and 
fupported it, had been indulged with an acquiefcence on the 
part of adminiftration, and ftill continued to debate the prin- 
ciple of the bill, he {hould now mod certainly vote againft 
it. 

Mr. Fox faid, he admired the candour and condefcenfion of 
his learned friend, in granting the favour of permitting the 
claufe to make part of the bill, if the terms in which the favour 
had been aflced had been accompanied with that degree of gra- 
titude and fubmiflion the granting fo high a boon deferved ; 
if the debate had not been prolonged to this late hour, when 
it might be fuppofed the learned gentleman's prefence might 
be more ufeful, and more eagerly fought. Yet, upon con* 
fideration, nice as the learned gentleman's feelings were, ea- 
ger as he was to get out of the crowd, carelefs as he was of 
his duty in that Houfe, and indifferent as hefeemed to the 
confequences of the bill ; in either or any event, he imagin- 
ed his refentments againft conquered America, his native .ha- 
tred of rebellion, his zeal for government, and hisperfonal 
loyalty to the family on the throne, might have been in 
fbme degree gratified, without putting this bill to the extent 
he feemed to defire. — It might allay the learned gentleman's 
third for public chaftifement, and exemplary punifliment, 
when he could fatisfy himfelf with the pleating refle&^on 
that feven rebels were fhoved into a room at New York f 
and there burnt to death ; or if that was not fufficient, ano- 
ther gentleman, ftill, if poffible, more zealous and loyal 
[Mr. Adam], might feaft himfelf with contemplating the 
glorious deed daily and hourly achieved in our fouthern 
colonies and back fettlements, where the favages came down 
in great numbers (if the accounts received by adminiftra- 
tion thetnfelves from that country are to be depended on) f 
and maflacred the innocent fe tilers in cold blood ; and the 
(laves were roeritoriofly employed in the. murder of their 
unprepared, unfufpicious matters, through the encourage- 
ment of an adminiftration which had been this day foun- 
juftly arraigned, as fluggifli and inert, as wanting fpirit and 
alacrity, in the glorious work of blood and carnage ; of 
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planning nothing but tame, indccifive meafures, ftill more 
tamely and indecifively executed. 

The qneftion was put on Mr* Dunning's motion, as 
amended by Mr- Cornwall, and agreed to without adivifido. 

As foon as the claufe was read a fecond time, and agreed 
to, Mr. Fox rofe, and wifhed the Houfe much joy> and fe- 
licitated the nation in general on the efcape they had from, 
atleaft,a ftate of temporary tyrannic dominion, which perhaps, 
all in good time, was meant to be rendered perpetual. He 
congratulated the minority in particular, on their fuccefs 
this day ; who, he faid, had corre&ed this very reprehenfible 
bill ; though a minority, they had accompliihed this altera- 
tion ; the minifters were not only convinced, but afhamed, 
and had accepted of the alteration. It was no compliment 
to their friends the majority, for they were ready to pafs the 
bill as it was brought in. It was the minority, he repeated, 
•who, though a minority, had corrected this bill, which the 
fcoble Lord had brought in crude and indigefted, imperfe& 
and erroneous. The noble Lord was obliged to his friends 
the minority, for digeftirig, altering, and corre&ing his bill, 
not to his friends the majority, who were ready to lvrallow h 
with all its original crudities, cruelties, and errors. He then 
enlarged in an humorous, ironical drain, on the power of the 
learned gentleman [Solicitor General] who threatened to 
damn the claufe totally, and blow it out of the Houfe, if he 
was longer teafed with the noife and nonfenfe of his oppo- 
nents, and detained from his focial enjoyments half or a 
quarter of an hour beyond his time ; and painted his own 
fears very humoroufly, left fome of the over- zealous friends 
of the claufe mould rife, and provoke the learned gentleman 
to carry his threats into execution. He was two or three 
times riling to fpeak, he faid, but happily reprefied his feel- 
ings, as he watched the countenance of the learned gentle- 
man, and imagined he could perceive a glow of honeft zeal 
and determined refentment overfpread it, which denoted the 
moft inevitable deftru&ion to the claufe, and terror, difmay, 
and defeat to all its fupporters. He faid, he muft feri- 
oufly congratulate the Houfe, and the nation at large, 
on the prefervation of the conftitutional freedom of this 
country, from the ftab that had been predetermined, and 
covertly aimed at its inmoft vitals, by the bill as it flood 
before the claufe was agreed to ; for if it had patted in that 
form, he could with confidence affirm, that no Englifhman, 
2? )ong as it remained in force, and God knows how long 
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that might be, would have had the fhadow of liberty left, 
or could be a minute fecure againft the mod cruel attacks 
of public oppieflion, or private malice and revenge. He 
then argued againft the principle of the bill, and faid it was 
a dangerous and unneceffary bill, even in its amended (late ; 
that (till any man, who for pleafure or bufinefs happened to 
be out of the realm, lay at the mercy of minifters, his piU 
vate enemies, or of public informers. On the whole, his 
fears being at an end refpefling the claufe, he was now £t 
liberty to exprefs his fentiments freely ; alnd under that fane* 
tion he totally difapproved of the principle of the bill and of 
the claufe ; he looked upon the bill as a dangerous precedent 
in times to come ; and learning the true difpofition arid de- 
fign of adminiftration, from their conduft throughout, he 
ihould give the bill a mod hearty negative. 

Mr. Cornwall faid, though he had fome time fince been 
for the alteration, he mould now beg leave to retra& his 
words ; it was not an unprecedented circumftance ; many 
gentlemen had done it (upon former occafions) as well as he. 
Lord North faid, he was for the alteration with the amend- 
ment, as ex p reding more clearly what was meant and in- 
tended by the bill. 

The Solicitor General [Mr. fPedderburne) to explain. He 
denied the interpretation that had been put on his words by 
the honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox]. He gave him cre- 
dit for his wit, his humour, and flow of imagery and cx- 
preffion \ but very little for his arguments or fads. What he 
had faid imported no more than, this, that the learned gentle- 
man who moved the claufe feemed to be contented, at leaft 
tolerably fatisfied, with the amendment moved by his ho- 
nourable friend; that the explanation given, was feemingly 
the proper objed of debate ; yet, after the explanation (b 
given and approved of by the learned gentleman who mov- 
ed the claufe, gentlemen continued to debate upon othef 
matters totally foreign to the queftion before the Houfe, and 
continued to urge arguments againft the bill. As this feem- 
ed to be the prevailing opinion of thofewho oppofed the 
bill, and for hjs part it was his opinion, as well as that 
pf mod of his friends, that no fuch claufe, mended or una- 
mended, was neceflary ; he thought and he believed very 
juftly, that as the honourable gentleman and his friends dil- 
liked and oppofed the whole bill, the queftion might be put 
on the claufe, and, if he negatived, then its friends would 
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be juft as they w^re willing to be ; they would be at liberty 
to try their numbers merely on the third reading. 

Rt. hon. T. Tewnjhend denied the conclufions drawn by the 
learned gentleman who fpoke laft. He faid, the gentlemen 
on his fide of the Houfe might difapprove of the bill, the 
claufe, and amendment ; and yet wiih, if the bill muft pafs, 
to have the rigour of it qualified, and rendered lefs noxious 
and mifchieveus. He could eafily conceive, without any 
great (lore of profeflional knowledge, by the aid of his own 
experience, that a perfon might difapprove of a bill, or 
think it unneceflary ; that a claufe might be moved to take 
the (ling out of it ; that an amendment might be moved to 
that claufe, which confiderably abated its value ; and yet, 
if by the ftrength of numbers he forefaw the bill would 
pafs, he might be againft the amendment and the bill, and 
ilill with and vote for retaining the claufe, though, on, the 
ultimate queftion, he was predetermined to give a nega- 
tive to the third reading. Such was precifely the predict 
ment he flood in himfelf, and fuppofed .that many of his 
friends flood in the fame ; consequently he could neithe? 
adopt the reafoning nor dedu&ion of the learned gentleman 
who fpoke laft ; for he could eafily reconcile his disapproba- 
tion of the bill and amendment to his hearty approbation of 
the claufe. 

Sir George Savile exprefled the pleafurc he enjoyed on what 
(all circumftances considered) he deemed a viftory over fome 
who would wifli to eftablifh a fpecies of dominion in this 
country, more oppreflive and arbitrary than what was en- 
dured by the fubjedls of any defpotic country in Europe. 
He afligned his reafons why he thought fo, and fat down with 
declaring, that he (hould give his negative againft the third 
reading of the bill. 

The claufe, or rather rider, being agreed to, the queftion 
was put, on the third reading, and the Houfe divided ; 
ayes 112; noes 35. After which, the queftion was put, 
" That this bill do pafs," which was agreed to without a 
divifion. .' 



Ordered* 



A. 1777. 



DEB ATE S. 



«£ 8 ~* 



§•8 

v bo 



•d.a 



com 

o\2 



.s ^ 

o> 25 



c o 

854 

c« i« rt 

3 c« c 

O o o 

SB'S §■ 

§s'a 

JO £u 

S'Sfr 
-2 v SL 

Ja o o 

•*a 



:ooo 



«■» M M 



c* 



NO 5 


8 


O 
to 


J d O 


O 


? 


l »nON 


00 


no « 


v> 


SO 



00 o 



M M O 



w § 



00 o 

top 

o> ""*• 

co 



<«• 


c« 


vo« 


r*. 


r^co 

00 ^ 

NO - 

c»oo 

coo 

vo ~ 


Nil 

co 

00 

O 

CO 



O f • * *• 



% S 






CO 

00 
00 

•5-.-: 

to £ 

4-» (A "O • 
^ £** 

s ~ ~ M 

O « n 

co° r%^ 

<*r ^-oo 
xj- g -+ 



to 

CI 



bO 
CO 






_> "o .t: 



•O C7^ 

»n to w 

■* « s 

o o S 

£ .5 '3 
Q Q O 

►« O.O O coo &* 
O O O O mo sTs 



S* 



s. 



:8! 



ct O _ - „ , ,„ _ 
cono C^OO ^ o so 
10 <M .^- co ^so **> 
co Os On to C* 
"* ■ CO « 



S* 



o *oo 

<S c* co 



i^O 
COSO O 

M 

00 O to 

NO *0 C* 

: co 

c: 








« 



c 
cc 



rt P O O « « 



a, 



-o 

a 

9 






00 

CO 
CO 

ft 

d 

•50 



co 

SO"tE tf *° 

3 D U w S 

cu V X «C 

8 J *- » «* 

** - • g 

J5 3*g OS_ 



O « 

ON 



067 

• 

Q 

% 
O 

Q 

H3- 
Q 
Ct 

>• 
M 

< 



i 



8 so 
00 
vOOO 
OOC4 



o 



14 



00 









•o 
^1 



I S'.S 



S 4 






CuCQ 



26S PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

February 18. 

No debate. 

February 19. 

The Houfe in committee on allowing lumber to be carried 
in Britifli fhips to the Weft India iflands. 

Mr. Pennant in the chair- 
Mr, Alexander Douglas. 

Q. Is he acquainted with the preient ftate of the Weft? 
India iflands? 

A. I have feen letters from thence. 

Q. Has he any eftate there ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What are his prcfent concerns in the iflands ? 

A. I have an eftate in Grenada and ^Tobago. I have lived 
twenty years in St. Kitts. 

Q. What is the prefent price of ftaves in the Weft-India 
iflands? 

A. I faw a letter, dated December laft, frQm St. Chrif- 
topher's, it was not dire&ed to me ; in which the writer fays, 
that he bought ftaves at 15I. per 1000 currency, and could 
fell them for 30I. and deal§ at 25I. and could fell them for 50I. 

Q. Does he mean thofe ftaves for rum, or for fugar calks? 

A. Don't know which. 

(£. How much are ftaves raifed in price within thefe two 
years ? 

A. Now between 17I. and 18I. fterling ; and even thofe 
are bad, and won't anfwer the purpofe : the fame two years 
ago were fold at 61. 

Q. Is any fcarcity of ftaves apprehended ? 

A. I faw a letter from St. Chriftopher's, from a manager 
there, that he has not a ftave left, and none to be procured 
for money. The letter was dated 28 December. 

Q. Whether the cultivation of the iflands will not be 
highly aflfe&ed by the want of ftaves ? 

A. Certainly will ; every thing of lumber there is as 
three or four to one of what it was, 

Qj Does he not know that the fale of flaves is as much 
Jeflenetf of late ? 

A. Yes j the price is much fallen. 

Q: Does not the high price of ftaves difable the planters 
from giving fo high a price for flaves r 

A. Yes. No plantation can be carried on at the price 
ftaves now are# 

<i Has 
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Qj, Has he been ufed to import into the Weft* India iflands 
linens from Europe ? 

A, Formerly. 

Qi What fort were ufed ? 

A. The linens ufed there were chiefly from Ireland. 

Q. Are any linens from the Baltic or Stetin much ufed 
there ? 

A. Some : but a very trifle, unlefs by a lady that now and 
then fmuggles a piece. We can be fupplied by the Dutch 
and French with foreign linen. 

* Q. Whether fuppofe the Weft-India iflands can be fup- 
plied with ftaves for dry goods, can they be fupplied with 
caflcs for rum ? 

A. We have tried, but can't find any wood for making 
the rum caflcs. 
• Q. Whence are you fupplied with the fugar caflcs ? 

A'. I apprehend chiefly from hence of late, fince the Ame- 
rican fiipply was flopped. I heard of a few from Halifax; 
and a few from the Mifliflrppi ; but I don't underft and they 
can be many. Our accounts from the Weft-India iflands are 
very different ; fome fay there is no want ; others fay, there 
is no fupply. I believe the want is very great. 

Q. From whence did the ftaves come before the prefent 
troubles ? 

A. 'From New York and Philadelphia ; from the latter by 
far the greateft number. The accounts from the fame 
iflands are very different ; but the price (hews the want. 

Withdrew. * 

Mr. Molyneux, a member in his place, being ^aflced as to 
the. ftate of the iflands, reads a letter, dated Jan. 1,1777* 

^ lam in daily expeftation of the* arrival of the planta* 
tion ftores — Provifions, boards, and ftaves, are much wanted ; 
the two latter more particularly fo, as there is not any on 
your property : if they do not appear foon, I lhall be at & 
ftand, as there is none to be purchafed here at any price 
whatfoever. 
*■■■■■ <f Signed, J. Nonstable. 

* «< Dirededto W. Colhoun, Efq/? 
Chrlflopher Heinchn, ftave merchant. 

Q. From what part of Europe does he import ftaves ? 

A- From Stetin and Hamburgh, and the other ports of 
the Baltic. 

Q. Has not a great increafe of ftaves been required for the 
tyfe of the public? 
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A. Yes; for fending provifions to the army in Ame- 
rica. 

Q. Has there not been a great increafe of the demand for 
the ufe of the Weft-India iflands ? 

A- Yes. 

Q. Whether all thofe demands have not increafed the 
price ? 

A. Yes, very greatly. 

Q. In what proportion in the laft two years ? 

A. Thirty or forty per cent. 

Q. Has he imported any (laves from the Mediterranean ? 

A. No. 

Q. Whether he gives direction for the fize? 

A. No. 

Q. If he did, would they fend them of thofe fizes ? 

A. No* — notatfirft. 

Q. Whether an order ta fend them of half the thicknefs 
would be complied with i 

A. No — I believe they would not be put out of their 
way. 

Q. Not in time ? . . 

A. I hardly think they could. 

Q. Are the Hamburgh ftaves fa wed or fplit ? 

A. Split. 

Q. Are they dearer than they were fix months ago? 

A. Much at the fame ; rather dearer : the price rifes every 
day. 

Q. Whether any ftaves are fent dire&ly from the Baltic 
to the Weft-Indies ? 

A. No. 

Q. Whether if they were permitted to be fent direclly 
now, it would introduce fmuggling ? 

A. I think it would very much, and be of no advantage 
to the iflands. 

Q. What would be fmuggled from the Baltic ? 

A. Linen, wool, wines, and feveral other articles. 

Q. Does he know that they ever ufe woollens from th$ 
Baltic, in the Weft-Indies ? 

A. I don't know they do. 

Q. As to linens ? 

A. Does not know, but has heard fo. 

Q. Whether, before the American troubles, ftaves were 
imported into London for the ufe of the Weft- Indies ? 

A. Ncver^ 
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A. Never. 
Withdrew. 

Mr. Job*. Roberts Hawkins, cooper. 
Q. What is the nature of the ftaves imported from the 
Baltic ? are they fit to be fern to the Weft- Indies at all ? 
A. No. 
Q. Why ? 

A, They are large in fubftance, and cannot be manufac- 
tured there for that trade. I think, as a cooper, that ftaves 
manufactured in London by me, will be as cheap as if car- 
ried directly from the Baltic to the Weft-Indies; the price 
of working them there would be fo great. 

Q. Have any ftaves been imported by you from Canada ? 
A* I have imported none, but I have purchafed them* 
Q. What is the nature of thofe ftaves ? ' 

A. They are the beft that ever came to this market. 
Q. Are they as good, or better for wet goods, than others? 
A. Better for rum. Quebec exceeds the Hamburgh as 
much as Englilh oak does the Quebec : this is the opinion of 
all the trade. 

Q. Does he know of any bounty given by Parliament for 
importing American ftaves into England ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Wasiteffeaual? 
A. No. 
Q. Why not ? 

A. The bounty given under certain fubftances, two inches 
think on the joint, clatife in that a& laying a certain penalty, 
itcc. and the danger of incurring the penalty, deterred the 
importer from accepting the bounty. 

Q^ Whether giving the bounty now in proper terms, 
would not encourage the importation from Canada ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Are not great quantities of ilaves ufed in general for 
home confumption ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Whether an increafe of importation would not enable 
them to fend more out ? 
A. Undoubtedly. 
Withdrew. 

•Mr. Brooke Wat/on* 
Q. Whether there are not parts of Canada ftifficient to 
provide ftaves for the Weft-India iflands F 
» A. Not immediately. 
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Q^ In what length of time will they ? 

A. It depends upon circumstances ; if Lake Champlain 
fhould be fecured, then ftaves would he cut during the next 
winter, and be ready for (hipping the fummcr following. 

Q^ Whether a bounty on (laves imported from Canada to 
the Weft-India iflands, would not encourage their fending 
them thither? 

A. No doubt if it extended far enough. 

Q^ Have you formed any opinipn how far it ought to ex-e 
tend ? 

A. J have not. 

Withdrew. 

Sir Robert Herries 9 banker and merchant. 

Q. Whether fre. has not refided at Barcelona a considerable 
time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What employment had he thefe ? 

A, I was conful to the king of Denmark, and a merchant 
at the fame time, 

Q. Did he export wines ? 

A, Veryofan. 

Q^ Did he not find ftaves there for that exportation ? 

A. That country produced feme ftaves, but not fufficient 
for the wine and brandies exported. 

Q. From whence had you the cafks ? 

A. Moftly from Italy. 

Q^ Does he know what part of Italy might beft furnifh 
ftaves for the Weft-India iflands ? 

A, From the Roman ftate in the Pope's dominions, and 
from the coaft of Calabria and Amain* ; but I believe the 
quality of that timber is fo hard as to require more labour 
than the inhabitants of the Weft-India iflands would bellow 
on it. The forts are red oak, white oak, and chefnut. 

Q^ Would any other part of Italy furnifh timber proper 
for thofe purpofes ? 

A. None fo proper as thofe I have mentioned, and they 
would be rather too hard. 

CX How much did you give for thofe ftaves ? 

A. Red and white oak ftaves would coft, laid down at 
Gibraltar, from 12I. to 15I. per 1000, and this is according 
to the laft advices received within this month : the price has 
always been the fame. 

Q^ Would they not prepare them to be fent ? 

A. The fizes already fuit. 

Q: What 
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Q. What are they ? . ■ ' 

A. Length 54 inches ; thicknefs 1 inch ; breadth 4 to $ 
inches ; heading 36 inches long, and 6 inches broad, 

Q. Is the price of oak and chefnut the fame ? " / 

A. It is different. 

Q^ What is the difference i 

A. Chefnut, all charges included, from iol. to ial. per 
1000 of 1200 in Italy, put on board. 

Q^ What would they coft laid down at Gibraltar ? 

A. From 13I. to 14I. 

Q^ Within what time an afTortment of the Mediterranean 
(laves could' be pfocufed ? 

A. If not a very laYge quantity, within lefs than twelve 
months; the reafon 18, that all :rtie ftaves are now engaged, 
and they ceafe to work in July, Auguft, and September ; 
therefore they can't be cut till next winter, and (hipped till 
next fpring. 

Q^ Whether if any great order was fent there, it would 
have any effeft on the price ? 

A. Jti would. 

Q^ To what degree ? 

A. Not abo ye 1 ol. percent* » 

Withdrew. < 

Mr. Chrlftopher Baldwyn, a Weft-India merchant. 
. Q^ Whether he knows the prefent price of ftaves for tie 
Weft.Ibdiaiflands? 

•A* About 30U. per 1 000 currency. 

Q^ What was the price two years ago ? 

A. About 81. per 1000 currency. 

Q^ Whether without a fupply of ftaves at a lefs price, a 
flop will not be put to the cultivation of fugar canes ? 

A. I have-had feveral letters lately. 

" Antigua, Dec. 18. 

€C If we have not fooh a large fupply of ftaves and heading, 
I know not what we fhall do with our canes, for it will be to 
no purpofe to griud them. ,, t 

Another from colonel Martin. . 

"-Antigua, Dec. 7. 

(t Moftof our planters have not ftaves and boards enough 
to contain even a fmall crop, though a few others and myfelf 
have fufficient for the next, but no more : what then fhall 
we do for the crop after next ? we muft want-every thing for 
the means of life, and for fending the crop to England." 

The 
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The neceflity is general to all the planters, both for (laves 
and all forts of lumber. . 

Withdrew. 

Mr, Jacob Hagen, a pipe (lave merchant. 

Q. Are the (laves from Hamburgh and -the Baltic proper 
for the Weft-India market ? 

A. I*apprehend they a*e.* 

Q^ Have any been cut herfc for the Weft-Indies ? 

A. I believe there have. . 

Q^ Can't they cut them in the Weft-Indtes as well ? 

A. I apprehend not. 

Ch Can't you import Hamburgh ftaves, and (aw them 
here, and' export them to the Weft- Indies as cheap as. they 
can be exported dire&ly from the Baltic ? 

A. I apprehend I can. 

Withdrew. 

The Houfe again refolved itfelf into a committee upon this 
fubjeft, on the 26th of February (Mr. Whitworth in the 
chair), when the following resolutions were agreed to. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the planters in the Weft-India iflands are in great want of 
(laves, and other lumber, for the cultivation of their plant- 
ations. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it is expedient to authorize Britifli (hips to carry lumber from 
the Baltic, the North Sea, and the Mediterranean, for a limited 
time, under certain reftri&ions. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it may be expedient to grant a bounty upon ftaves and other 
lumber imported from Canada, Eaft and Weft Floridas > 
Nova Scotia, and the Ifland of St. John's, to the Weft-Indies 
and the Mufquito (liore. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion, of this committee, that 
it may be alfo expedient to enable his Majefty's commiffioners 
in North America, and Governor Tryon, to grant licenfes 
to the commanders of Brittfh (hips to export lumber to the 
Weft- Indies from the port of New York for a limited time. 



February 20. 
Nothing done. 



February 
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February 21. 
The order of the day, to go into a committee of fupply, Sec. 
It was moved, «* That the extraordinary fervices, incurred a net 
paid by Mr. Rigby, fhould be referred thereto ; alfo that an 
account of the diftribution of 970,0001. and likewife the in- 
veftment of 799,973!- 18s. 50!. in the purchafe of Spanifh and 
Portugal coin, for the ufe of his Majefty's forces in America* 
be referred to the faid committee of fupply,'* 

Lord Newbaven faid, he had examined feveral items in the 
account with all poflible attention ; yet there were fome of 
them that, in his opinion, called for explanation. He had no 
doubt that the money had^been faithfully and properly ap- 
plied, and that the treafury- board made their contrails on the 
cheapeft and beft terms in tbejr power. He was fatisfied, oft 
the other hand, that contractors were equally induftrious, oa 
their part, to make as ample profits as they poflibly could. It 
ufas the bufinefs, therefore, of Parliament to examine into the 
nature of them, and to fee that neither the nation nor the 
treafury, or any other official boards, were impofed upon. 
On this ground he could not help entertaining many doubts, 
there being many items in the account he did not compre- 
hend. His Lordlhip then enumerated feveral of the articles 
which created, his doubts, and the nature and extent of feveral 
of the charges, of which he profefled his ignorance : t hole re- 
lated to the purchafe of baggage- horfes, remittances, the ex- 
penditure of the monies di (buried by virtue of the vote of 
credit ; and the general uncertainty which overfpread the face 
of the efti mates, taken together, on account of the committee 
not being able to diftinguifh and aicertain what had been if- 
fued under the authority of the vote of credit, from the feve- 
ral fpecies of expenditure particularized in the items now un- 
der confideration. 

Lord North replied to the doubts darted by the noble Lord 
who Iaft fpoke. He faid, the treafury had made their con- 
tracts with the utmoft frugality ; that the charge for horfes, 
looked upon to be fo exorbitant by the noble Lord, happened 
quite in the common courfe of bufinefs, and was adopted from 
motives of economy ; they were colle&ed from the feveral 
regiments of cavalry on the Britifh eftablilhment, and were 
regularly valued: the valuation was 1 61. per horfe, which . 
was the price for which they were recruited ; and they came 
cheaper confiderably than any others that could be procured 
to anfwer the end of baggage-horfes. His Lordihip entered 
likewife into feveral explanations ; and endeavoured to draw 
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the line fo much wiffied for ; but after all his induftry, ci- 
ther from the intricacy of the fubjeft itfelf, the contufion 
which generally accompanies a detail of figures, and the de- 
ductions drawn from them, when memory is the only fource 
, of information the party inquiring has to draw from, the 
whole feemed to bear every appearance of a mafs of am- 
biguity and obfeurity. 

Lord Barrington faid, he had been in the war-office, at 
times, for feventeen years, and never heard a iingle com- 
plaint of any impropriety in the conduct of that board ; 
that he prefumed the horfes were wanting immediately, and 
he was fatisfied they could not' be procured in any other 
manner, on fo low terms, and fo expeditioufly. •«, 

Colonel Bane faid, there were many articles in the ac- 
count which he wiflied to have explained, as thp fums were 
immenfe. They were the teprefentatives of the people, or 
they had no right to fit in that Houfe. They were fenl 
there by their conftituents, to be a control on the execu- 
tive power, and a check upon minifters. It was their pe- 
culiar province to inquire into the expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. Minifters were refponfiblej their duty requir- 
ed that they fliould give the Houfe every fatisfafiion in 
their power. He then pointed to a great number of arti- 
cles, which he faid were (harmful ; the very charge of fur- 
geon's' mates, increafed from three to nine for each regiment. 
He dwelt a confiderable time on one item in the account* 
which was the fum of 44,000!. iilued to Col. Fawcit, un- 
accompanied by any explanation, or fpecification for what, 
but the bare iiiuing of the money. He fpoke of the bad 
and unwholefome provifions fent from Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the ficknefs and mortality they had occafioned 
among the troops, both in New York and Canada; and of 
the bad flour which had been firft imported from America, 
and then exported thither at a moft exorbitant price. This 
flour would not bear a fecond voyage, he faid, nor was it 
of a quality to be ufed, even on its firft importation from 
America, except in ieafons of dearth and necellity \ the corn 
^and flour flavors in general being of opinion, that the grain 
was of Inch a nature as not to bear the fea -carriage without 
heating, and in fomemeafure fpoiling it; fo that the health 
of the troops was facrificed to the emolument of the con- 
tractors, who being paid the very beft price, ferved the army 
with this fpecies of flour, that the Englifti bakers would 
not purchafe, and thereby gained a double if not a treble 

profit* 
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profit. As to the 8effi prov.ifions exported from Ireland, he 
{aid, he was an feye-w.itoefs of that hiinfelf, when in that 
kingdom Jaft furrimer, where, in the .Very heat of the dog- 
days, he frw a; grjtft number of droves of hogs going to 
(laughter, killed, immediately falted, and packed up for the 
ufe< of thp : arrny in America. He was curious enough to 
inquire of the cpopeis, if provifions thus prepared would 
kepprf He was anfwered, Certainly not ; they might keep 
for the voyage ; but if not pptned, and confumed immediately 
on their arrival* they would be good for nothing ; and even/ 
in tint. event thq^ would be barely eatable. He faid, the 
transport fervice was an imraenfe article, and was higher by 
nearly one half, than was ever known. The freight had 
been ufually 95. per ton*, and now it was raifed to the mon- 
ftrous price of fourteen or fifteen. 

Lord tyorib replied,* that the article of which the ho- 
nourable gentleman fo loudly complained, was 44,0001. paid 
for levy-money, which adminiftration. did not, he confeifed, 
expect would be demanded, becaufe it . was not mentioned 
in the treaty. The Landgrave of Heffe quoted the treaty, 
of 1755 as a precedent ; that treaty was iinderftbod to be 
the bafis of the prefent ; confequently, the good faith fub- 
fiftjog between both parties, compelled adminiftration to 
accede to the juftice of the claim. He faid, fome of the 
provifions exported were as good as could be wiihed for* 
fome of them indifferent, as was always the cafe; They 
were fent iivhafte, and inconveniences of courfe happened; 
but evejy complaint of the latter kind would be now at an 
end. Adminiftration had contracted to have them of the 
befl kind, and delivered, on the fpot in the bed condition ; 
therefore, if they (hould turn out damaged or unmerchant- 
able, the lofs would fall on the contractors, not on govern- 
ment. As to the tranfport fervice, it. was executed well, and 
the contracts made on the beft poflible terms. The honour- 
able gentleman was miftaken in the price of freight; for the 
higheft price paid was no more than 12s. 6d. and the cur- 
rent price before the bteaking out of the war was ios. per 
ton. This rife originated from two caufes : firft, the in- 
creafed demand; fecondly, the great expenfe the trans- 
port contractors were put to, in arming and fitting out 
their vefiels, fo as to. be in a Rate of defence againft the 
American privateers* And though the advanced treight 
might amount to a very great fum, when it was confidered 
that the events of the war folely depended on the double 
. Vol*. Y« T operation 
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operation of a fafe conveyance, in refped of fupplying our 
army with military (lores and provifions of all kinds, and 
our preventing them from falling into the hands of the re- 
bels, 00 gentleman in that Houfe would* he prefurned, la- 
ment or even difapprove of any increafe of expenditure, 
which was intended to fecure, and was happily produftivfe 
of fo important and defirabla a purpoTe. As a proof how 
well the high freight was laid out, he could inform the 
committee, that out of 202 tranfports and victualler* feat 
to America, only three had fallen into the hands of the re- 
bels ; and one of them was thought to have been loft, bf 
the captain permitting htmfelf to be furprifed ; but thfti at- 
fair would, be inquired into. 

Lord Btrrtngtm replied to the article refpo&ing the fnr- 
geon's mates, that an additional number was always allowed 
to the regiments quartered in the Weft Indies; and the 
number was (till further intreafed, in proportion to the man- 
ner the troops were quartered ; if cantoned in (ingle com- 
panies, each company would moft undoubtedly require a 
mate. 

Colonel Bar re > fpeaking upon the rum contracts, obferved^ 
the contrails for rum were at 3s. 6d. and 5s. 3d. per gal-' 
Ion, which was a moft unheard-of and exorbitant price; 
when it was well known, that good rums could be delivered 
at the quays in London from 2s. to 38. per gallon, independ- 
ent of the duty. In other places, the fum total was charg- 
ed, without fpecifying the number of gallons, which left 
the price at large ; it might be 10s. inftead of 3s. or 5s. 
per gallon. Contracting was a fpecial good trade nowa- 
days. It was a rich manure and daily gaining ground. 
Contractors were known to be animals of a greedy nature, 
always craving and never fatisfied ; their appetites for dif- 
honett lucre and foul gain were as infatiable as their cofl- 
fciences were eafily fatisfied, and their minds in all points 
refpe&ing their mercantile or parliamentrry condu&, readily 
made up. 

Lord NcrtbS'dld, the price of Jamaica rum on the fpot 
was 4s. 4d. per gallon, which with freight, infurance, end 
ullage, left little or no profit for the contractor ; it ought to 
be taken into the eflimate of the probable rifle and profits, 
that the contractors engaged to deliver the rum in whatever 
part of America it might be wanting. As to the fpread- 
ing manure of contracts, hi s Lord (h i p obferved, that contraCb 
were not confined to the members of that Houfe* A gen* 

tleman 
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tfeman had faid, thfe ofHer day, ttiat giving * eontraft to 
any perfon but a member of that Houfe, was a breach off 
privilege. He fuppofed the honourable gentlefrian meant a 
difplay of wit, rather thati any thing ferious. If, however, 
it was intended as a general infinuation, that none but tneto- 
bers had contrads, he begged leave to fet the gentleman right, 
and to inform him that the contrary was the* faft. He did 
not kftow any cuftom, ufage, or law of Paliiment, that made 
it fo ; and he wds certain* that contra&s were given indifcri- 
ftinately to fuch as were moft likely to execute thenl well, 
without any confutation, whether they had or had not & 
feat in Parliament. Sofne breads he allowed, proved bad ; 
but thofe were accidents it was impoflibte to provide agairift. 
It might have been otcafioned through hurry, ignorance, or 
miftake. He was well fattsfifed it arofe from nothing elTe. 

Colonel BarrehiA, when the treaty was made With He (ft, 
Why was it not known that levy-rrioney mud be paid, aha? 
why was it not accordingly mentioned in the treaty presented 
to the Houfe? It had, he could not help faying, every ap- 
pearance of the grofleft deceit and impofition ; and obferved 
on the general juftificatioh now fet up, that if the treafury 
hoard confifted of the vileft and moft profligate chara&ers 
that ever difgraced mankind, they would in their own defence 
plead* that they had difpofed of the public money in the moft 
frugal and faithful manner. 

Befides, if the treaty of 1755 was to govern the prefent, 
it ought to prevail as a rule throughout. If not, but that 
many advantageous terms were introduced into the treaty of 
1775, the fair equitable conftru&ion flowing from thefe 
premifes was, that the Landgrave of Heffe had a double 
fubfidy, and other advantages by the latter, that he had not 
by the former ; he was bound therefore to abide by either one 
or the other. Take the treaty of 1 755, with all its benefits ; 
or relinquish every claim under it. Let his Serene Highnefs 
have, in God's name, his option of the levy-money, or the 
double fubfidy ; but to give him both, fo dire&ly contrary to 
the letter as well as fpirit of the treaty of 1755, was aft *bufe 
of Parliamentary truft and minifterial duty hitherto une- 
qualled and unprecedented in the annals of minifterial teme- 
rity and peculation.-^-The Colonel fat down, with obferv- 
tDg, that, even within his own memory, fuch a grofs rn*l* 
verfation in office would have been feverely and pointedly ani- 
madverted upon by a majority of that Houfe ; and that no plea, 
l>ut-ineapactty.or ignorance, would be fuflicicht to deprecate 
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its jail refentmcnts againft fo daring and wanton a breach of 
public truft. Motion agreed to. 
t Adjourned to the 24th. 

February 24. 

Private bufincfs. 

February 25. 

Governor Johtijlone. I have in my hand a petition from 
Captain Blair, in behalf of himfelf and Do&or Charles Ir- 
ving, complaining of a violent outrage committed by two 
Spanifli guarda-coitas, holding commiflions from the King 
of Spain, in the capture of the fhip Morning Star, the proper* 
ty of the petitioners, as (lie lay at anchor, with the Englifh 
coloursdifplaycd, in the road before Black-river, the principal 
Britifh fettlement on the Mufquito fliore. 

As I believe, from fomething I have heard fince a noble 
'Lord in my eye [Lord North] has entered the Houfe, 
whofe fiat generally determines the vote, that I (hall not be 
permitted to bring this petition up ; I (hall therefore take the 
liberty of dating the contents and the circumftances more at 
large than I lhould otherwifc have dope in this ftage of the 
bufincfs, that the world may judge between the conduct of 
thofe who offer this petition, and of fuch reprefentatives of 
the people as refufe even to hear the complaints of injured 
fubje&s, or to inquire into the circumftances of national in* 
fult and difgrace. 

Before I ttate the particulars of this tranfacYion, it is ne- 
ceifary for me to inform the Houfe, that they are not now 
called on to inquire into a cafe where the leaft infraction of 
any of the laws for carryingon commerce in the Spanifli do- 
minions, can be alleged. I freely confefs that the impoli- 
tic laws of Spain refpefting the commerce of her colonies, 
are fuch, by making the temptationof profit fomuch greater 
than the rifk of fcizure, that the'ad venturous fpirit of our 
countrymen has been frequently called forth to force a trade 
upon thofe coafts, and even encouraged by the officers of our 
government, below the dignity of a great nation. Thefe 
adventurers are much diminifhed of late : they were former- 
ly known by the name of Buccaniers: like mod other illegal 
traders, with great rifks and great profits, they were of a 
very defprrate call, ami frequently irregular in the.ir con- 
duct, fo that inquiries into their complaints demanded morq 
than ordinary ciicumlpcdlion. But I beg the Houfe will not 
from thence he induud to believe, from private whifpers or 
ulfl': inf filiation, that there was the leaft degree of illegal 
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commerce or unbecoming behaviour on the part of Captain 
Blair or Do&or Irving, or any of their people, intermixed 
with this complaint ; they are both men of irreproachable 
chara&er, and of enlarged under/landing, well known to 
many of the members of this Houfe. The matter is . 
truly and without evafion, an iflue joined between Spain 
and Great Britain, to the right of fettling on the Mufquito 
fhore, which the Spanifli court feem determined to fupport 
by ouvert adls of force and violence, rather than fubmit to a 
civilized difcufiion by the law of nations ; of which infulting 
difpofition in the court of Spain, thefe worthy gentlemen, 
the petitioners, are likely to be the unhappy vi&ims. 

It was with no hoftiie intentions, Sir, it wa6 with no views 
of illegal commerce, that thefe gentlemen embarked them- 
felves and their property on the project of a fettlement on 
the Mufquito fhore ; it was to cultivate the generous arts of' 
peace, and diffufe their benign influence through that rude 
and wafte part of the world. This project tbey undertook 
not only by the encouragement, but in fome meafure at the 
defire of government. 

In the year 1775^ a more regular form of government 
having been eftabliihed on the Mufquito fhore, by the appoint- 
ment of a legiflative council, Dodtor Irving and Captain Blair • 
were induced by this a& of authority, together with the en- 
couragement they received from the Earl of Dartmouth, to 
embark between five and fix thoufand pound in the adven- 
ture of making a fettlement on the Mufquito fhore, chiefly 
with a view of exprefling vegetable oils out of the various 
oleaginous productions of that country, fit for the wool-comb- 
ing and other purpofes in the woollen manufadory here. 

The next objeft (the petitioners being both excellent chy- 
mifts as well as intelligent botanifts) was the improve- - 
ment and cultivation of the different dyes already known in 
that country, with a reafonable hope of further difcoveries 
by men fo attentive 'and intelligent on this fubjedt. A third 
point *was the culture of cotton in a climate fo favourable,'' 
where land: is fo cheap, and which is betides fo Well calculated 
in the procefs of preparing for the native indolence of the 
inhabitants, in their firft progrefs towards more a£tive induf- 
try« Thefe were the obje&s of this expedition ; and to fhew 
how much they were approved by authority, Lord Dart- 
raouth/then firft lord commiflioner of trade and plantations, 
and Secretary of ftate for the colonies, aftually undertook, in 
cafe Mr. Blair and Do&or -Irving fucceeded iu ttavt x\«<rv 
T 3 vX^SCy^ 
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refpa£Ung tbo vegetable oil, that U ihc|)ld be tawed in Parlbf 
n>ent to make an alteration in the duties in that refpeSv 

A projefi like this may raife ridicule from men born tq 
opulent fortunes, who have never had pecafion to confuder, fae T 
yond their own eftates, the various incitements which God} 
ha* eftabliibed fqr fp reading improvements throughout tlio 
vvqrld. But to thofe who are able to trace the efficacy of Pro- 
vidence through different works, apd know thenumberlef? dis- 
coveries that have been made in the arts s^nd fciences under 
fuqh epthufiafm, who feel the fpifit that fent Columbus tqth* 
we.it, and Gama to the eaft, will revere; tpen of that turn 
ofminoV 

It would appear trjat this arrangement of the Jegiflative 
council, coupled to the circumftancesQf men of genius fettling 
under it, had roufed the natural jealfjufy of the court of Spain, 
and had determined the councils of that nation t$ counteraQ! 
the meafure by adtual force; for after all the trouble of colled* 
ing materials for fuch an eftablifliment, after the fatigues of 
fo long a paflage, before half the utenfils were landed out of 
the veffel, (he was, in open day, boarded, feized, and carried 
off, in fight of the King's houfe, and all the inhabitants of ti)$ 
place, by the Pacifico, of twelve guns, commanded by Don 
John Caftelk), and the, Recorfo, of fourteen guns, command- 
ed by Don Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhappy mariner? 
were tied together and made captives, and carried along with 
the veflel to Carthagena. 

That the rfoufe njay underftand the fubjeft fairly, it will 
be- proper to ftatein a curfory manner, what has hitherto been 
the filiation of the Mufquito fhore. 

The country extends about twenty leagues beyond Black 
river, to the weft, and twqnty leagues to the fouth of Yarri 
or Great river, making in the whole about 400 miles of a 
redahgular coaft, running weft and fouth, from Cape Gracia 
de Dios, and from 1 00 to 80 miles deep in the country. The 
chiefs of the different tribes of Indians fixft formaBy ceded 
this, country to his Majefty while the Duke of Albemarle. 
-wrap governor of Jamaica ; their chiefs have ever fine* been 
refjpeded and obeyed by the natives, Recording- to the com* 
mjflions 1 hey have held from the governor of Jamaica, to 
which the Mufcjuito fhore is confidered as an appendage/ nor 
h& any $panj^rd ever fettled there. 

In the war of 1 740, when we projected the attack on Cartha- 
gena, and the expedition into the South Seas, under Lord An~ 
foa, thinking the Indians might be of material fewjee agataft 
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the Spaniards, an officer under the name of fuperintendant, 
and paid by the crown, was then appointed, as alfo juftices of 
the peace, by commiffion from the governor of Jamaica ; 
which eftablifhment has continued ever fin ce, fometimes with 
piore relaxed, and fometimes with firmer authority, according 
to the chara&ers of the men employed, as every (pedes of co- 
lony government under our constitution muff be, when 
founded merely on the will of the crown* without the elec- 
tive voice of the people. 

It was no doubt with a defign of remedying thofe Incon- 
veniences, that this new fpecies of colony government by a 
legiflative council, chofen by the inhabitants, was adopted* I 
do not take upon me either to condemn or approve the policy 
winch dtrefied the meafure, but 1 believe the motives were 
extremely good. A very extraordinary circumftance had 
brought the affairs of the Mufquito ffiore under the more 
immediate review pf the Board of trade, by which the un- 
reflrained irregularities that prevailed there, became more ap- 
parent ; a very worthy gentleman, and a friend of my own, 
had gone to that part ofthe world, in the year 177J1 with a 
view of fettling in the country ; when he arriVed there, he 
found a commerce eftablifhed of the mod barbarous and cruet 
kind that ever difgraced the tranfa&ions of any civilize^ 
people. The traders on the Mufquito (hare were'accuffomed 
to (ell their goods at very high prices and long credit, to the 
Mufquito Indians, and the mode of payment fet on foot by the 
Britifh fcttlers, was tohunt the other Airrounding tribes of 
Indians, and feize them by (Iratagem or force, from whence 
they were dielivered to the Britifh traders as flaves, at certain 
prices, in discharge of their debts, and were by them convey- 
ed as articles of commerce to the Englifh and French fettle- 
ments in the Weft Indies. The perfbn among others con- 
cerned in this fhameful traffic had been the fuperintendant 
himfelf, whofe employment was oftenfibly to protect the In- 
dians j from whence, as the Houfe will eafily perceive, all 
kinds of jealoufy, diftra&ion, and diftruft had prevailed : 
feveral ofthe Indians, and particularly the King, complained 
to my friend of the diftraaed ftate of the natives, from this 
fpecies of commerce. He wifely forefaw that it would be 
impoflrble to correft the evil 1 by anV complaint through the 
ftiperintendant, who was himfelf concerned; he there- 
fore advifed t as the beft means of obtaining redrefe, that 
the King fhoold fend his brother and his fon to England, with 
a regular complaint; and Jeft.fhe fa£t fhould be difputed, he 
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aftually piirchafed two of thofe furrounding Indians, whq 
had been made flaves, to accompany the others on the voyage, 
which voyage he undertook at his own expenfe, and agreeq 
to accompany them hither with that humanity and attention 
|o the rights qf hjs fellow-creatures, for which I know him 
to be diftinguifhed. But whilft I praife his benevolence, aruj 
confider f he a<S as the mo(| meritorious that could be perform* 
ed, I muft alfo, in juftice to truth, declare to the Houfe, hi* 
total ignorance of the ignoble felfifh fpirit which dire£fcs th^ 
councils of this country : this gentleman was actually weak 
enough to believe he would receive public commendations fof 
bis conduct, and inftant redrefs for fa inhuman a grievance ! 

When the affair was firft; ftated to Lord Dartmouth, he 
received the chiefs as became him,, and felt with that tender- 
nefs for which he is faid to be noted ; but his ardour was fooq 
Cooled by fome of thofe worthlefs indifferent beings who can- 
not believe that any rrian can fuffer an injury, while \\tey are 
enjoying the luxuries of an abundant table. The, fuperin* 
tendant had ajfo found friends among thofe kind of men; the 
matter was afterwards put off for nine months, from week to 
week, till Lord Dartmouth quitted the Board of trade, 
havirfg firft, in confequence of the inquiry, eftablifhed the 
legiflative council, which has been the occafion of the hoftili* 
ties complained of. 

The firft a£t of Lord Dartmouth's fucceflbr was. to difmifs 
the fuperintendant of the Mufquito fliore, and appoint 
another, leaving however fuch an expenfe upon rny worthy 
friend, notwithstanding government paid a fmall fum towards 
his lortes, that I believe no man will again venture upon fuch 
a romantic idea as that of eroding the Atlantic, in confe- 
quence of any grievance, in hopes of obtaining redrefs in 
England. 

Ij was thofe very Indian chiefs, whom Lord Dartmouth 
femt out with Meffrs. Blair and Irving. 

We (hall now confider what can be faid in vindication of 
the conduS of the court of Spain. 

Our right to trade and to fettle in the Mufquito country, 
is founded (as I have fhewn) on the ceflion made by the na~ 
. tive inhabitants, and on an uninterrupted pofleflion of near a 
hundred years. That of the Spaniards is founded on a grant 
from the'Pope of Rome, and as being the firft difcoyerers of 
the circumjacent coafts. It is true the rrjatter is left fome- 
■what indefinite, by the definitive treaty of Paris. That 
the Houfe may judge exa&ly, I will read the article 17 th. 
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*' His Britannic Majefty (hall caufe to be cfcmoHfhed all the 
fortifications which his fubjefts ihall have erefled in the Bay 
pf Honduras, and other places of the territory of Spain in 
(hat part of the worlds four months after the ratification of 
the prefent treaty ; and his Catholic Majefty {hall not per- 
mit his Britannic Majefty's fubjeds, or their workmen, to 
bedifturbed or molefted, under any pretence* what foever, in 
the faid places, in their occupation of cutting, loading, and 
carrying away logwood ; and for this purpofe, they may build 
without hinde ranee, and occupy without interruption, the 
houfes and magazines neceflary for them, for their families, 
and for their effects ; and his Catholic Majefty allures to 
them, by this article, the full enjoyment of thofe advantages 
and powers on the Spanifh coafts and territories as above ftt- 
pulated, immediately after the ratification of the prefent 
treaty." 

Undoubtedly the words other places of 'the territory of Spain, in. 
that fart of the world, leave the difpute as much at large, or 
as contra&ed, as could be deflred by a politician difpofed to 
take the caufe of either party. I freely cqnfcfs, that a regu- 
lar eftablifhed government, where mankind could multiply 
under the benign influence of coldnizatien, that formerly 
prevailed in the Englifli fettlements, and thus fituated in the 
very heart of the Spanifl* dominions, is an objed of great 
confideration for them ; perhaps (and for the fame reafon) it 
is equally an objeclt of great confideration with us, not to re- 
linquish fuch advantages. Men who are difpofed to yield 
the' right of Great Brjtairj to fuch confiderations, might find 
many ftronger arguments, uppn that confideration, fdr yield- 
ing up Gibraltar, fituated in the kingdom of Spain itfelf, and 
deftiiied for the key of commerce in the Mediterranean, exr 
pofing to paffing nations at the fouth of Europe, the proud- 
eft 'triumph of infular power, and the mpft humiliating 
circumftances of debilitated empire, that have yet appeared \t\ 
the flu&uating fcene of human events. For fhe too, 
in the plenitude of her power, made cruel war on her 
diftant fubje&s! 6ut I do not with at prefent to enter 
into the queftion of convenience or of right, or the 
extent of that right, on the Mufquito (bote; my pro- 
portion is fhort and fimple, difenciimbered upon every alter- 
native from fuch perplexity. If Lord Dartmouth had nQ 
right toeftablifh a legiflative council on the Mufquito ftore, 
by' which every *Englifhman was invited to partake of* the 
^incfits of that fpecies of goyernment, his Lordftip fc to 
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Main*, and the adroiniftiation with whom he concerted that 
meafure, Ihould be ceufured. But for this Houfe to permit 
the innocent fubjeft a&ing under fuch fan&iqns of govern* 
tnent, to be ruined by his confidence, while the fame fat of 
minifters are in power, is incoofiftent ; or that wefhaUrefafe 
to hear complaints, or to examine into the truth in fuch cafes, 
is placing the reprefentatives of the people (who ought to fa$ 
with a jealous eye the injuries of every individual) in fuch an 
odious light, that, inftead of being coafidered as the guardiaas 
of the rights and privileges of the people, they can only bp 
eonfidered as an engine in the hands of a mtnifter (like the 
Roman fenate under Tiberius), to palliate difgraces, or execute 
.vengeance at his will. 

What I maintain here, and with more confidence than in 
the cafe of Falkland's iiland, is this* that foppofing govern? 
mem had even exceeded the juft limits between the King of 
Spain and Great Britain, yet ftill the objeft was a" matter of 
Cool difcuflion, agreeable to the refpeft due to the dignity of 4 
great nation, before any oveit ajft of violence could be com- 
ipttted. The late Sir Charles Saunders declared, upon the 
unhanging a (loop of war's rudder, merely to detain her for 
a few days, that Madrid in afheswas hardly a fuflkieat 
atonement. For my part, I confider this of much greater 
consequence, becaufe 1 regard perfonal liberty as the farft 
gFeat confideration in a free country ; the tying of Britiih 
fubje&s together, loading them with irons, and throwing them 
into dungeons, is of more eftiinaticm, in my judgment, 
than the (hipping, and unfhipping of five hundred rodders. I 
fee fome gentleaien finite at this fentiment. I do not wiflt to 
jtfopt their opinions, nor do 1 exped they ihould adopt 
ipine. It wouid be difficult for me to make them fed the 
regard I have for civil liberty. If I fhould fay it is equal to 
the afife&ion they bear to their penfions and places, they 
would hardly believe itpoffible. But I am not alhamed to 
.pjaintain that the commerce of the productive coafl of the 
^jjGquito fliore is infinitely fup?rioj? to the barren rocks of 
Falkland's ifland. When a memiet of Parliament can laugh 
•jtf the imprifonment of Englifh fttbje&s,. or £t regatdleCs of 
a queftioh where the peace, the happinefs, the cxiftence of 
$ve huodredfamiliepw his fellow- fubjeAs an involved, it it, 
in my . opinion, a mack of depravity that deferves the cofe» 
teatpt and abhorrence of all good ctribens. 
, I am the f u rtheft of a&y man in this Houfe from wi filing to 
^flyolye u* ia S war with Spain* I am confeioui of our feeble 
r ... . fituatioh, 
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Situation, and that we are already engaged in a civil war, too 
£xtenfiye for our refources. I do not expedi in this aflembly, 
that Roman fpirit which directed vengeance againft the King 
pf Epirus, when {iannibal was in the centre of Italy ; that 
period is paft. Our late defeats in America mud make, 
every man look with ^wful confideration on the extent of the 
prefent war, and the magnitude of the expenfe in dealing 
trith the enemy, whom we have unhappily driven into rebel- 
lion by pur own falfe policy and oppreffion. I am confcious 
that our revolted colonies, aided by a foreign force, muft prove 
an over-match for us. Their refpe£ta)>le refinance pn the 
jfhore, and die innumerable capturesatfea, demonftratethjs. I 
therefore thipk it would be madnefe to irritate any other 
power. Our fituation is fych at prdfent, that | think it better 
to fufier every infult, *han proyoxe any foreign power openly 
tt> affift the Americans, or to form any alliance with them r 
which muft make their Return to tfye allegiance of thi$ country 
snore difficult, if not impoffible, pyen fnppofing his Majefty 
fhall foon fee the fruitlefs conduit of his prefent minifters* 
and become difpofed to liften to wifer and more faithful coun- 
fenors. 

It is for this reafon J would pj-opofe, if tljp petition was 
brought up, that the damage* ftiowld be paid xq the innocent 
Aiflerers, until we are in a firuation of doing our felves juftice. 
IJjit while 1 offer this propofitipn, I beg the names of thofe 
men may be remembered, who from the height of national 
profperity, without any exterior caufc or other reafon than 
their own mjfmanagement, have crojjedthe Rubicon, andplung* 
ed us into all the horrors of civil difcord, until we are left 
in this debiljtated flate^ liable tq be infulted by evejy foreign 
power. 

t have only now rp inform the Houfe pf the different fteps 
that have been taken fince the capture of the MorniingStar, to 
obtain redreft. 

The inhabitants of the Mufquitp ihore, extremely alarmed 
at fo notorious an attack, by force pf arms, on the property of 
the K|ng^ ftibjfcflrs, in wh|ch their fate was involye?f,'irartf- 
H>itted an immediate representation tp the gpvernor of Ja- 
maica, of th£ drcumftances attending }t ; and though the 
proof, that the ye(Tel§ which m?fde the feizure Were Spaniard*; 
yrasriot fo» pofitjye as the cpmmon law qf this country wopld 
jrequfre, before a jury, to deprive a man of his life, yet,, at. 
tended by thofe numerous circumftances, by which feamett 
jfenote the veffelsof foreign nations* ttowfc Could remain m 
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doubt that the cruifcrs were Spaniards ; this, added to the 
drefs, complexion, and tones of voice of the crew, all plainly 
diftinguifhable, rendered the evidence from the affidavits as 
complete as the nature of the cafe could admit. This reprc-> 
fentation was carried to Jamaica by Captain Blair in perfon, 
who ftated to the governor all the other minute circum- 
stances that came to his knowledge. 

Though the unhappy fuffcrer was perfectly convinced who 
bid injured him, yet the governor, who is himfelf a feaman, 
and a roan of found natural fenfe, would not believe the Spa- 
niards could be guilty of fuch incivility, and ftill infifted the 
captors mud be vetlels from North America. Application 
was alfp made to the worthy admiral upon that flation, but 
he was equally incredulous as to any mifbehaviour in the Spa- 
niards ; and yet if he was flncere in his belief, it would ap- 
pear ftrange that the admiral fhoufd have fent no cruifers to 
look after thofe American privateers, 

, Finding no likelihood of redrefs abroad, from the inftruc- 
tions the governor and admiral mud have received, Captain 
Blair embarked for England, a-nd on the 25th of September 
delivered a memorial to Lord George Germaine, fecretary of 
ftate for the colonics, complaining of the unjuftifi able capture 
of his veifel by the Spaniards, and Mating his lofles at ?ooply 
HisLordfliip was in the fame incredulous difpofition of mind 
with the governor of Jamaica. It was from our own co- 
lonies alone, that any hoftile aft could come. It was impof* 
fible to perfnade his Lordfhip, from any circumftantial proof, 
that the Spaniards could be guilty of fuch an a£t* What I 
now maintain is this, that, admitting there was not fufficient 
proof for an application for redrefs, there was perfect ground 
for a hypothetical inquiry, if our good friends and allies had 
committed this trefpafs, and what were the motives : but this 
was refufed, from our fituation with regard to the Spanift^ 
court. After three months had elapfed in fruitless attendance, 
there was, by accident, tranfmitted from Jamaica, a depofi- 
tion.pfj Frederick Sund, one of the unhappy mariners, who 
had beeft taken in the yeflfel, and efcaped from prifon at Car- 
thagena. This m^n fef forth every particular in his affida-, 
vi.t, and as it is the mod material evidence in the petition, t 
will read it to the Houfe*. 

l A^ foon as this affidavit was public in Jamaica, application ' 
was again made to the governor and admiral on that (tatior^ 
tp obtain redrefs ; the governor ftill profefied his entire* fcep- 

• ^or this affidavit iee page f 10. 
V • . ' licifra, 
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ticifm, and the admiral was more profitably employed in 
catching the innocent traders from North America, who had 
ventured to lea under the faith of our firft reftrainiog bill, 
but who were now condemned as prizes by- the feoond, before 
the limitation in the firft bill was expired. This was about 
the harveft of fuch glorious exploits, and therefore a mod 
unfeafonablc time to inquire into private injuries or national': 
infults. After fix weeks felicitation, however, the governor . 
and admiral did at lad think it decent to make fome inquiry 
into the depredations committed upon his Majefty's fubje&s 
under their protection. Accordingly. a frigate was difpatch- 
ed, with a complimentary letter to the governor of Cartha- 
gena, wrote in a ftyle the moft civil and obliging that is to be, 
found in the annals of this country? when demanding repa- 
ration for a national indignity. , When this nation is funk 
ft ill, lower, it may ferve as a model, fo future admirals and go* 
vernors. Neverthelefs, when Do&or Irving requefted of the 
admiral, that he might accompany the reprefentation, and go 1 
in this frigate to point out his own veflei, and refute any falfe 
allegation on the fpot, he was refufed this equitable requeft,. 
which plainly demonftrates (as well as the papers when they, 
(hall be read) that the whole was a timid ceremonious requift- 
tion, unworthy the dignity of this nation. 

As I have the honour to be acquainted with the governor of 
Jamaica, who is an excellent naval officer, and know what is 
due to the Britifti colours, I am perfuaded he never could have 
acled a part fo humiliating to this country and himfelf, if he 
had not fecret inftru&ions to curb the dignity of his own mind. 
Notwithstanding the courtly expreffions in the letter from the 
governor of Jamaica, and the refined politenefs of the Eng-. 
li(h admiral, the ingenuous character of the Spanifh gover- 
nor would net permit him to adopt the evafion which was 
pointed out : he boldly acknowledged the capture, by veflels 
commillioned by the King of Spain. He ailigned no reafon 
in juftification, but freely declared he had no power to order 
reftitution in an affair which depended upon the courts of Ma- 
drid and London. While this pleafant fcene was carrying on 
in the Weft Indies, the depofnion of Frederick Sund had 
beentranfmitted to Captain Blair in England ; this he enclofed 
in a letter to Lord George Germaine, of the 17th December. 
His Lordftiip feemed ftill deiirons of further delays, but on 
being prefled by Capt. Blair, in terms more fevere than hfs 
natural modefty generally inclineshim to ufe, his Lordftiip then 
wheeled to a more extraordinary fubterfuge ; he acquainted, 

the 
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the unfortunate petitioner 9 far the firft time, that truhr he 
was io the wrong courfe of office, aud that the matter befoiig-* 
ed to Lord Weymouth's department, to whom the papers 
mould be fent. This I confider as a very unfair and difinge* 
nuous conduct, whatever purpofes it might be intcaded to 
ferve. If the affair belonged to Lord Weymouth's office, his 
Lordfliip mould have been permitted to fee and judge con* 
cerning the firft reprefentation in September, which I am per* 
ftiaded would have been very different* 

Capt. Blair hereafter applied to Lord Weymouth* who imv 
mediately came to town, and transmitted a reprefentation to 
Lord Grantham at Madrid. Captain Blair has waited <witk 
great patience, in hopes of forae fatisfadory anfwer,but be 
has not as yet officially learned any particulars. As this is not 
a veflel feized for illegal commerce, but for going to attempt 
a fettlement on the Mufquito more, under the encourage* 
merit and approbation of government, the matter is brought 
to a fhort itiue, and muft turn on the right of the nation to 
make any fettlemonts there. Here is no difftvbwai 
of the fads alleged ; no declaration, in cafe the cir- 
cumftances are as reprefented, they mould be willing to ren- 
der reparation : fo that the unhappy fufferers, after embark- 
ing their fortunes in a laudable undertaking, at the invitation 
of admintftration, are now plundered and ruined by a foreign 
power. The matter is further endeavoured to be involved in 
fuch doubt, my fiery, and confufion, that there is noprofpedi 
of relief; and the parties, after every fpecies of procraftina- 
tion and evafion in office, are left without a glimpfe of hope 
for obtaining redrefs, unlefs by the interposition of this ho- 
nourable Houfe. 

If it is alleged that the court of Spain are ever flow in ne- 
gotiations like this, I anfwer, that the Spanifli court are com- 
pofed of men conftituted like others; that they are flow or 
prompt in reply, according to the men and the adminiftration 
with whom they are tranfa£Ung bufinefs. If the capture was 
put upon the footing of any illicit trade (which is impoffible 
in the prefent cafe J, the matter might demand inquiry, and 
confequently delay. But here the point muft turn on our 
right to trade and fettle on the Mufquito (hore: the 
Afcuflion mould be fhort, after one hundred years pof- 
femon ; or at lead, if government do not choofe to ven- 
ture that difcuilion at prefent, the laws of civil fociety require* 
that the date fliould indemnify the innocent fufferer, when- 
ever the nation (hall poilpone any requiiition for the 
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reparation of private injury which is due to every indivi- 
dual, from the protefiion of the Rate. Either fondemn Lord 
Dartmouth ; demand fatisfaQion of the coirrt of Spam J 
or indemnify the individual, who afted under youT fan&ion 
and advice. One of thofe three things you are bound to do ; 
the laft would prove raoft pleating to me in the prefem junc- 
ture. WU1 any man believe, in cafe Lord Chatham Had 
been firft minister of this country, that in five month he 
would not have been able to procure an explicit anfwer npott 
this fubjeA from Madrid? For my part, I fi nee rely be- 
lieve that he would have had an anfwer in five weeks \ and 1 
ntfet to thofe who remember the honour of the nation in the 
days of Mr. Pitt, if the whole tenour of his Lordlhip's con- 
duft does not juftify me in entertaining this belief. Bat at 
all events there can be no rational objection to bringing up 
the petition ; we are bound to hear the complaints of the fiib- 
jeft ; What is to be done after the Houfe are fully informed of 
the faib, may be a matter of more difficult corifideration ; 
but to rejed the petition, woirld be loading our own refolu~ 
tions with an imputation of timidity, Worfe than any I have 
ftated in the condoft of the fubordinate officers of govern- 
ment, and (hewing it is the fame abjeft difpofition that per- 
vades the whole fyftem. 

In hopes that this is not entirely the cafe, and that at leaft, 
if the old fpirit of refentment for national indignities isftifled, 
the fpirit of private juftice is not yet extinguifhed, 1 now 
move you, that this petition be brought up. 

The motion was feconded by Mr. J* John/lone, who lament- 
ed the miferable, degraded, and humiliating date this country 
had been reduced to by the violent, and impolitic meafures 
purfuing againft America, which left us at the mercy 
of our foreign enemies, notwithftanding the high-founding 
boaftful language held, of our being in a fituation to be able 
to cope and contend with all the powers of Europe, fliould a 
fieceflity arife for any fuch exertion. He declared himfelf 
ftrenuoufly for the inquiry, as the means of roufing us to a 
proper fenfe of our very critical and perilous fituation, from 
thofe romantic dreams of American conqueft, and uncondi- 
t tional legiflative fupiremacy ; and of recalling the attention of 
Parliament to the dangers we have been imperceptibly led 
into, by the unexampled folly, temerity, and obftinacy of a 
blind infatuated fet of men, to whom the adminiftration of 
public affairs had been, unfortunately intruded. 

Lord 
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Lord North faid he fhould be again ft the bringing up of the 
petition, upon fcveral grounds: Firft,- he thought.it would 
be extremely improper to bring fuch a matter before Parlia- 
ment, till it was known in what manner the court of Madrid- 
would behave, or what anfwer they would ultimately give- 
It was a delicate affair, and required a clofe and careful invef^ 
ligation, before it would be proper to take any decifivo 
meafures refpe&ing it. His Lordfhip denied that any legif- 
lativc council was now exifting on the Mufquito fhpre ; and 
infilled, that the fuperintendant, though named here, 
was appointed or approved of by the governor of Ja- 
maica. He faid, we never had any, direft control 
over the fettlers in the Bay of Honduras; they were under, 
'the direction of the government of Jamaica ; and any 
communication they had with minifters here, had always come 
through that medium. His Lordfhip feemed very willing to 
infinuate, though he did not exprefsly aflert it, that there was 
bo fort of civil policy exifting, or ever had exifted on the Muf- 
quito (here. He laid it had never been confidered in the 
light of a colony, but rather a fociety of perfons, refiding 
there for the benefit of cutting logwood, dependant on Ja- 
maica. As to the right of refidence, and all other rights 
arifing from it, he fpoke with great caution, and with fome 
degree of doubt, at leaft with diffidence. He faid the Spa- 
niards had always difputed it ; and the article in the treaty of 
Paris, referred to by the honourable gentleman, plainly Shew- 
ed, that the right was far from* being acknowledged, for there 
it was fpecially provided, that the firft preliminary ftep to be 
acceded to by the Britifh court, was the demolition of all 
fortifications, defences, or military works of any kind, which 
might have been raifed or conftrudted in the courfe of the 
late war, or at any preceding time ; the article both fpeaking 
and importing that language. Then followed the ftipulation 
by which Spain was bound to fecure to the Britifh fettlers the 
privilege of cutting logwood. It was a permiifion only to 
cut logwood, which was very far from a recognition of any 
right to territorial poffeflion. He then fpoke to the fadt and 
dales very fully, which were ftated in the petition. What- 
ever fome gentlemen might think of the idea which prevailed 
wjth the governor of Jamaica, and the noble Lord in office who 
adopted it, he, for his part, faid he perceived nothing impro- 
bable or extraordinary in fuch an opinion. There were no 
proofs either way ; and till there were, it would he a molt 
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Extraordinary procedure to apply to the court of Madrid for 
redrefs of an injury, perhaps committed by our own fubje&s. 
On the yvhole, he (aid, that five months had only elapfed flnce 
the firft complaint was lodged in the American department ; 
three of thofe had been a blank ; two months, then, have paflT- 
fcd fince the complaint has been fubftantiated ; application 
was immediately made to the court of Spain ; a letter was 
difpatched the very night (the 17th of December) by Lord 
Weymouth to Lord Grantham, at the court of Madrid, to 
demand fatisfa&ion for the injury. A letter, in anfwer to the 
faid complaint* was received on the 15th of January ; in 
which the Spanifti minifter di&vows any knowledge of the 
a&, but defires that a memorial, dating the fads, may be 
drawn up, and transmitted to our minifter at Madrid, by 
-which means the Spanifti dourt would be enabled to make the 
neceflary inquiries, and, from the whole circumftances col* 
ie&ed from both (ides, give that degree of fatisfa&ion to which 
the nature of the cafe was entitled. Two other letters have 
been firice written, to which no anfwers have been yet re- 
ceived ; confeduently, the Very grounds and prayer of the peti- 
tion are equally ill founded ; the petitioner, in a negotiation, 
from its nattire fo fbbjeS to procraftination and delay, has no 
tight to complain, no pretence to come to Parliament for re- 
drefs, till refufed it elfe where* No fuch refufal has been given ; 
on the contrary, the King's minifters have urged the matter 
with a moft commendable diligence. What does the petitioner 
complain of i That his complaint has been of five months 
(landing. Surely, when all the circumftances are properly 
confidered, as well as the tedious courfe neceflarily to be fub~ 
mitted to in the mode of obtaining redrefs, the petitioner may 
think himfelf well off, if he obtains it in five times five 
months. 

It was never known, he faid, that a negotiation, involved, 
as it mull appear, in intricacy, till properly cleared up, was 
ever fettled in the time allotted by the petitioners. If they 
had confidered properly what they were defirous of obtaining, 
they could never have complained of procraftination or de- 
lay ; they would have learnt, that application muft be firft 
made to the Spanifti miniftry ; that, as a matter of ftate, it 
muft be confidered in cabinet ; that orders muft be fern to the 
Spanifti governor or governors, to inquire into the motives 
of their condufl ; that the fpecific anfwer arifing from this 
courfe of investigation, muft be tranfmitted hither by our 
minifter ; and finally, that his Majefty's fervants muft ulti- 

Vol. V, U taaasfc* 
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tnately determine upon the propriety of the offered redrefs* 
Thefe were all fteps neceffary to be previoufly taken, before 
the petitioners, even on a refufal of redrefs, could apply with 
any degree of propriety in the prefent manner. His Lo/d- 
fhip further obferved, that another ground of complaint dated 
in the petition was, that Mr. Blair was refufed a copy of the 
letters relative to this t ran fad ion. This complaint was. as 
ill founded, as the relief fought was unreafonable and pre- 
mature* The undersecretary could not, without permif- 
fion, give a copy of the letters defired, nor was it ufuai. He 
had done every thing to oblige Captain Blair, that was con* 
fiftent with his duty. He read the contents of the letters au- 
dibly, and without referve ; and Mr. Blair exprefling a defire 
to hear the contents more diftindtly, the undersecretary 
complied with his requeft, and read the letter a fecond or a 
third time. 

Governor Johnjiane* Sir, I rife by way of explanation, 
and 1 hope for the indulgence of the Houfe. Nothing could 
tempt me lo tiefpafs on their patience, after the favour they 
have (hewn me, except the- clearing up fame difputable fads 
of material conftquence. The noble Lord denies two things, 
both of which I aflert. He fays there never was any ap- 
pointment of a legiflative council on the Mufquito fhore, by 
Lord Dartmouth, nor is any fuperintendant appointed by the 
crown to aft there. When I heard the firft of thofe declara- 
tions, I immediately went out of the Houfe to Capt. Blair, 
who had aflured me of the fa&. He is now at the door, and 
ready to prove what he has told me, that he faw the induc- 
tions from the governor of Jamaica for conftituting the le- 
giflative council, reciting, that it was eftabliibed in confe- 
quence of inftru&ions from Lord Dartmouth ; .and he faw 
this legiflative council feveral times aflembled and afting un- 
der this authority. Refpeding the other fa& difputed J)y the 
noble Lord, I do again aflert the fuperintendant now ading 
there, Was appointed by the fecretary of ftate for the colo- 
nies, now in my eye *. liere then are two points in difpute, 
which fhould alone be a fufficient reafon for bringing up the 
petition, that we may prove. or difprove the allegations, and 
the Houfe be accurately in/ormed. With regard to the other 
parts of the noble Lord's aflertions in this debate, they are 
aflumed upon equally bad information, and betray a degree of 
ignorance on this fubject, that this noble Lord feldom (hews 
. — ... . - , . . > 

* Thib Lord George Oc i maine acknowledged. 
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on any other. I fee the noble Lord now colleds his knowledge 
by piecemeal, from thole about him. While my honourable 
friend* now whifpersthe noble Lord, will he alfo tell him 
and the more aged gentlemen of the Houfe, before we yield up 
our right to the Mufquito ihore, that it is from thence we re* 
ceive the greateft part of our delicious turtle? May I tell the 
younger part, before they give their confent, that it is from 
tbense comes the farfaparilla, to purify our blood ? AH the 
noble Lord's arguments (land on confounding the Mufquito 
fhore with the Bay of Honduras, which are perfedly diflind. 
There is a report of the board of trade, folemnly delivering 
their opinion in favour of the rights, by reference to fads that 
cannot have a doubt in the mind of any man who reads them. 
To find the minifter of a great kingdom, in a matter of fuch 
moment, perfectly unacquainted with the material circum- 
ftances, is an afFeding fpedacle, and (hews how bufinefs 
may be condu&ed in other affairs. Perhaps it is the bed way 
of accounting for our repeated blunders. I cannot fuppofe 
the noble Lord meant to mifreprefent or amufe ; that would 
beworfe. 

To fay that we would make no inquiry about the capture 
of the Morning Star, until we had pdfitive common law 
proof, is equally ridiculous in national affairs. Suppofing 
Sund had never efcaped, conld there have been no application 
or means of redrefs for the unhappy fuffcrers I Perhaps there 
may be many other Britifh fubjeds languifhing in Spaniflt 
jails, if thefe are the principles that are to dired our conduit. 
In fhort, every argument the noble Lord has ufed, are ftrong 
reafoKs why we foould hear the petition ; there is not one 
again ft it. 

Mr. Fo* obferved, that the fubjed of debate lay within a 
very narrow compafs. It was a fixed rule in the proceedings 
of that Houfc never to rejed a petition, but on the following 
grounds ; either that the fads Hated in it were known to be 
materially falfe, or that it contained matter improper, or offen- 
sive in itfelf; or, laftly, that the fads, though true, were 
not worthy of inquiry or consideration. Now, the fads were 
not denied by the noble Lord ; they were rather confirmed ' 
by him. It was not pretended that the petition contained 
any thing ofFenfive, or incompetent for the Houfe to in- 
quire into ; confequently, the purport of his Lordftiip's op- 
f ofuion to the motion is this; that the petition muft be re* 
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jefted, not, as he (aid before, becaufe the contents were 
falte or improper, but becaufe they were true, but not worthy 
of investigation. If however any doubts remained with the no- 
ble Lord, or his coadjutor in the difficult talk of government, 
of the reality of the fa£ts, it was incumbent on the Houfe to 
have thofe fadts inquired into ; and if the petitioners (houki 
be difcovered in attempting to mi Head the Houfe, it wouhf 
be the bufinefe of every member prefeot to cenfure fo unjtlfti- 
fiable a condu5, and to follow it with a cenfure fui table to 
the degree of the offence. Nothing like this being pretended, 
it 'came fubflantially round to his firft aflertion, that the fa&s 
Were true ; but, as the noble Lord faid, the affair was fo de- 
licate, or tickiifh, or, if his Lord (hip liked the explanation 
better, of fo little confequence, that it was unworthy the no- 
tice of that Houfe. Befides the general complexion of the 
petition, as a matter of a public nature, refpe£ting Great 
Britain and Spain, he could not help>ebfcrving, that it (truck 
him, though not in a different, at lead in a feparate light. It 
came, in his opinion, before the Houfe as a matter of com- 
plaint againft the noble Lord who prefides at the American 
department. His conducl was indeed of the firft i mpreffion. 
Two Spanifli guarda-coftas take a Britifh veffel on the 
coafl of America, which till this day, that a very doubtful, 
if not a different language is held, from a feat undcrftood to 
be of great authority, it is ftated in the memorial pre fen ted 
both to Sir Bafil Keith at Jamaica, and the American fecre- 
tary of flate here, as a matter of certainty, that the armed 
veflels which feized the property of the petitioners were Spa- 
nifli ; that the language they fpoke was Spanifli ; anV that 
they hoifted Spanifli colours. What then does the governor 
of Jamaica do ? Why, by a kind of crofs purpofes, in the 
full fpirit of contradiction, he fuppofes the moft extraordi- 
nary and unaccountable fuppofition imaginable ; he pre fumes, 
againft every rule of prefumptive evidence, that thofe Spa« 
nifti guarda-coftas were nothing lefs than American priva- 
teers. What does the fecretary do ? Why, in exaft confor- 
mity to Sir Baftl, he inftantly thinks with the governor ; he 
tells the petitioner, that the matter (hall be inquired into ; in- 
forms him of his miftake : but that is not all ; after three 
months fruitlefs attendance at his Lordfhip's office, the nice 
political fpeculations of Sir Bafil and his Lordftnp, proving* 
like other modern refinements, rather too fine fpun, when th* 
affidavit of Frederick Sund has convinced his Lordflri^ as 
well as the governor of Jamaica, that they wcre^aotXme- 
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rtcan, but Spanifli arftfcd veflels, that made prize of thd Md'tn- 
mg Star { why, his Lordfhrp very ingenioiifly informs Cap. 
tain Blair, what he rnuft hdve known from the beginning, 
that he had nothing al alt t# fay to the bufinefs ; and very 
politely refers hifn fo the ftcretary of ftafte for the fouth'ern 
department. This condtoS in the nflbte Lord Was, he con- 
tended, extreafely teprehenfibte* *nd demanded inquiry ; and 
if found true, called for the moll fignal difpleafure bt that 
Hotife. If therefore he had no other motive for having the 
petition received, an inquiry into thfe fafls now adverted tOj 
would be fufficient for him. It was highly unbecoming a- 
perfon occupying tfce office the noble Lord did ; it was a de- 
lay, if not a hindrance of jufticfc ; and he prefuYned, tn\fif 
Whole affair would have funk in oblivion, tilt followed *b^ 
other afls of a firnilar nature, if it had not been mfiraculo'tffly 
brought to light by the marvellotrs ifcape.of Frederick Sund 
from the dungeon of Carthagena'. 

Ixwd North faid he rofe to explain fofttt matters, which? 
he fuppofed had been mifconceived or mifreprefented by the 
honourable gentleman. He never faid that there had been no* 
legiflative council, but he faid there was no legiflative cbuncif 
exiting at the time, nbr fince the outrage complained of Wa's* 
committed. He allowed an attempt had been made to t(M- 
blifh a legiflative council, but he underftood that it came tot 
pieces, pr to nothing. That he Was right in faying that the 
fupefintendant, though named herey Waff appointed formally 
by thegovfcrnbr of Jamaica, (Here his fleev* was again pulled; 
and he was let right, as he was frequently in feveratothw 
fa#s affirmed by him wnite up.) He was now informed; 
that the laft fuperintendant of the Mufquito fliore was ap- 
pointed here, as well as named, and was fent dire&ly front 
ftencp. The main and ftrongeft part qf his argument went 
On the impropriety of the interference of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in this flage of the tjufinefs, jn the beginning of a nego- 
tiation, the event of which no perfon could precifely foretell, 
AOr indeed judge of. The true grounds of thecondu# of Spain, 
our rights, and every thing included in either, were matter* 
worthy of inquiry and difcuffion ; but they were not now inr 
a proper ftate fpr this mode of inquiry. The circumftances 
attending the fei?ure of the veflel, fhe reaj or pretended mo- 
five for fuch an outrage, were matters to be nrfl known. It 
was faid that the petitioner's, cafe might deferve confidera- 
tion#nd redrefs, taking the fa£ts as dated, without going into 
the queftion at larger as rdp^Slipg the S£*ni(h court. To 
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fuch a mode of proceeding he had many objfeAioas. It woi|U 
be a diftin&ion without a difference, to redrefs the indivi~ 
dual injury, and pafs over the infult. It would be a collateral 
inveftigation of the matter, and would have the improper ap- 
pearance of a tacit acquiefcence in the outrage, if Parliament 
made fatisfa&ion to the injured party, inftead of procuring 
him redrefs from the Spanifh court. His Lord (hip then pro- 
ceeded to reflate the fa£h relative to the feveral applications 
made by the petitioner, as he partly acknowledged having 
been more minutely and corre&ly informed of them in the 
interim between his firft and fecond rifing. 

Hon. T. Luttrell faid he was aftonifhed to fee the gallery, 
which in his opinion at all times ought to be open, kept con- 
ftantly {hut again ft Grangers; but infinitely more fo to fee it 
open, when a noble Lord was to furrender the moil facred 
and inalienable rights of this country into the hands of a 
foreign power. He doubted not but both France and Spain 
had their emiflaries in this country ; and that what was now 
pa fling, would foon come to their knowledge. The language 
of the minifter this day, would be foon interpreted to proceed 
from the mod fhameful timidity and pufillanimity. What 
their next demands might be, no man could foretell ; but it 
might be well prefumed they would rife prpportionably to our 
want of fpirit. Injuries fhould ever be fpeedily and vigoroufly 
refented ; to fhrink from an appearance of danger, was in 
fall to create and augment it. Trifling infults, if not timely 
refented, are ufually productive of material injuries ; the 
uniform hiftory of all ages and countries gave the moft ample 
testimony of this truth. It would be matter of infinite plea- 
fure to them, to hear that the important and lucrative trade 
carried on in the Bay of Honduras, was depreciated as of 
little or no value, to furniih mini tiers with the more plaufible 
pretext for its furrender, and all the rights on which it was 
founded. He then dated our pretenfions to both the ter- 
ritory and the logwood trade, and quoted the treaty in 1 670, 
in the reign of Charles the Second, a>s the bafis of the right 
nowdifputed; fhewed the foundation of that right, in the 
invitation and cellion of the native Indians, and contended 
generally, whatever dormant claims Spain might have at dif- 
ferent times renewed, the right of Britifh fubjeds to cut log- 
wood in the Bay of Honduras, was as clear and unequivocal 
a right as any enjoyed or exercifed by any Britifh community 
in the wide extent of this vaft empire ; nay, the -very words 
of the treaty alluded to, fpoke literally to the point, for it 
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mentioned more particularly our fettlements on the Black 
River on the Mufquito fhore, which was the precife place or < 
di(lri& where the two Spaniffi guarda- coiias had committed 
the depredations complained of. He then turned to the pre- 
dided delay and procraftination of the noble Lord, in his five 
times five months. He believed he might venture further ; 
and afkfid, in point of appearances and humanity at lead, if 
anyfteps were meant to be taken, either for the honour of 
the Britifh nation, or the poor rmlerable wretches who were 
now periihing in chains in a Spanifh dungeon, who, let the 
right be as it may, were clearly innocent of any crime, or any 
imputation of a crime. He was (tvtrc on what he termed 
the noble Lord's repeated blunders and initiates, relative to 
the eftabliuhment of a legiflative council on the Mufquito 
fhore ; the appointment of a fupcrihtendant over that fettle-' 
ment, diredly from hence ; as well as the immediate commu- 
nication between this country and the Bay of Honduras, 
through the means of the American department, and board 
of trade, not through the medium of the government of Ja- 
maica, as his Lordfhip had miftakenly aflerted. Indeed, he 
was inclined to doubt, from the fpecimen of the noble Lord's 
ignorance of any thing relative to our fett lenient on the Muf- 
quito (bore, whether he fo much as knew that any fuel) 
country exifted. 

Lord North, in anfwer to Mr. Luttrell, faid, that he ob- 
served perfons were in the gallery at the time the honourable 
gentleman fpoke ; and as he did not take out his glafs to fee 
whether any othpr gentleman had come in fincc he fir (I fpoke, 
and as feveral might have fince come in, who heard the ho- 
nourable gentleman's interpretation of his expreffions, and 
not the words or expreffions themfclyes, hetruftedthofe gentle- 
men would give him credit, when he pofitively affirmed, that 
he neither faid that the trade to the Mufquito (hore was tri- 
fling, or ought to be relinquished ; much left that any right, 
either commercial or political, ought to be furrendered r He 
repeated now, as he had frequently done in the courfe of the 
debate, that reparation muft bp fought and obtained in the 
ufual manner ; that minuter? were not to blame in the leaft 
degree ; that the prefent application was premature, and very 
improperly attempted to be introduced into the Houfe of 
Commons, as the matter of complaint was in the hands of the 
fecretary of (late ; and that the petitioner had not a colour pf 
rcafon to fupport the prefent application, jt not being in the 

U 4 • way 
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way of official difcuflkm much above two months. He did 
not fee that a fingle h€t advanced by him had been materially 
contradicted. — As to the legifiatjve council, after all that had 
been fo confidently afierted upon that fubjeft, he ftill believ- 
ed that no fuch council exifted. He had heard, that it was 
no fooner formed than diffolyed ; the fettlers quarrelled among 
themfelves ; at teaft no kind of government authorized front 
home, was eftabljfhed there. [Here his Lordlhip was again 
corredled by Lurd George Germairte.] He concluded, with 
dtfclaiming any great knowledge of, or being deeply verfed 
in the fciehce of geography ; yet, he was not fo entirely ig- 
norant of it, as to fuppofe towns fituated in the North Sea^ 
lay withjn the {bores of the Baltic. 

Lord George Germaine confined hi; obfervations to his own 
perfonal j uftification. The firft notice, he faid, he had of the 
affair, was on the 5th of September lair, when Sir Bafil 
Keith reprefented it to him by letter, precifely*s had been 
mentioned by an honourable gentleman, in the courfe of the 
debate [Mr. Fox] ; with all that gentleman's ingenuity 2nd 
abilities, he was yet to learn, what crime it was to believe 
that the depredation complained of had been committed by 
two American privateers, when it was impoffible he could 
know the contrary, or indeed any thing at all relative to the 
fubjefl. On the 25th of the fame month Captain Blair called 
at his houfe, or his office, he forgot which, and delivered z 
memorial, dating the fads and the grounds of his fufpicions, 
for they could go no farther. As foon as he received Capt. 
Blair's memorial, he immediately wrote to Sir Bafil Keith, to 
inquire into the nature of the affair, and difcover the truth 
of the tranfacYiom Much about the fame time, h<$ received 
an account from Sir Bafil and the me morialift, ftating the de-1 
pofilion of Frederick Suml, the mariner, on which, of couvfe, 
the matter ho longer refted in his office. If he was guilty of 
any procrafti nation, evafion, or delay, he was ready to abide 
the cenfure of the Houfe ; he, however, flattered frimfelf he 
was not, but had a&ed in the ftri&eft conformity to the efta- 
bliftied rules of office, as well as to his duty as one of his 
Majefty's minifters. He could take no frep in it but what he- 
did. If the act of piracy, as it was fuppofed to be, had been 
committed by an American privateer, he would do, and in- 
tended to do all in his power to procure an indemnification for 
the memoriaiifts ; as it was not, there the matter went out of 
his hands ; and he, very properly, referred Captain Blah* t» 
.•..•".•■ " the 
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(the only office Arough which there was s poffibilrty ofefc* 
tabling redrefs. This information cant to his knowledge oa 
the 15th or 1 6th of December; and on the 17th Lord Wey- 
piouth wrote the letter and received the aftf wer mentioned by 
the noble JLord. Several letters hare fince galled Stud repeued 
pn the fabjefi y and while a matter of thrs importance wag 10 
fuch a ftate of negotiation, be thought it would he highly ta*» 
proper to take any ftep whatever in it, till the event of fuch 
pegotiation wae known* 

Sir Edward AfiUj difdaimed any wifli or defire of preffing 
any inquiry or difcuffion, either in or out of the Houfe, wbkS 
might be prodnftive of hurrying ns into a war with any fa- 
feign power. He was well iatssfied this was no time for fpi- : 
rited meafures againft our natural enemies. We had already 
snore than we fhould, he feared, he able to contend with ; but 
ftill he would never accept as conclufive, any faeries of • 
prudential reafoning, which might go to a farfender of any 
branch of trade, or territorial peffefBon, we were fairly «&* 
titled to hold or enjoy. If we conceded in one pomt, another 
would foon be demanded of us; and the fame reaftnr toooM 
hold good in a fecond, * third, and a fourth, vfrhirh held in 
the firft, till nothing would be left »s to grant* if filch, 
then, were the defignt of the corn* of Spain, he hoped, at a 
matter of prudence and policy* that We frotfkt rfefift in the fir/f 
\ nftance any fuch attempt, and never p&nrit the honour an* 
dignity of this country fe be fecfrificed to the ambition or 
weadurefs of minifters, op to the mad defire of carrying a f«+ 
fomrhe meafbre againft our own ftbje&s. He thoaght, there* 
tore, whatever elfe might be done, it would be extrentety pro* 
per to afoertmn the fads, in order to let Spain know that the 
aation was not unacquainted with them'; and that they had 
fhe fpirit and inclination to dtf thefcrfelves juftrcev ifjuftice 
Jhouto continue to be denied. He was pointed on the ftobl* 
Lord in the blue riband, on an etp&fiion which dropped front 
aim, relative to Lord Grantfeuta's civil but firm representa- 
tions to the Spanifh minister » He feared we were rather tola 
mil, and that the boafted firrrniefs was hazarded in confe- 
•uence of the great civility with which ft was acoempamiedt 
j>uch kinds of civility and firmnefs might lead to contempt 
and disgrace ; hd was certain it would never procure a* ho- 
nourable reparation or fubftantial fatisfaftion. 

Right honourable 71 Townjbend aflerted, that the whole 
affair was an infult on the Britifh flag, and on the Bri* 
f ifh nation in general. He laughed at the Sbubts of the 
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noble Lord in the blue riband, refpe£ting the right to the 
territory in queftion, and all the fuboftlinate privileges include 
cd in that right. He expreffed his aftonifhment at the un-r 
feeling confidence of minifters, who could thus wantonly re* 
nounce every claim to humanity, as well as every attention 
to the honour of their country, by treating with fo much 
Jevity and inattention the fufferings of their fellow-fubje&s, . 
the tortures of Britifh feamen, freed daily, perhaps, by death, 
from the intolerable miferiesofa Spaniih dungeon. 

He could not help ex pre fling his aftoni(hment on the noble 
Lord who fpoke firft, offering to explain what he was totally 
ignorant of, or what, being well informed of, he chofe to 
difguife and mifreprefent : he was confident, that there was 
fcarcely a flngle perfon but his Lordfliip, that was ignorant 
that a civil government, dependant immediately on this 
country, was eftablifhed near the Black River, on the Muf- 
quito fhore. It was notorious, that Lord Dartmouth, while in . 
office, made it an obje& of his attention ; nay, he remem- 
bered himfelf, an old acquaintance, a captain in the guards, 
fince dead, who was appointed here, to that government ; he 
having feveral conversations with him, after his return, on 
the fubjeft of that colony, the degree of improvement it was* 
capable of admitting, and its peculiar importance to the 
Weft India i Hands, and to the general tr^de carried on in 
that part of the world. 

Mr. C. Herbert clofed the debate, with obferving, that 
after all that had been offered in the courfe of the debate, two 
points were clearly incontrovertible, which went equally 
againft the grounds of the petition, allowing that every Angle 
fa£t contained in it was cor redly ftated ; one was, that ad- 
miniftration hitherto had acquitted themfelves properly in 
every thing that depended on them ; and that the master was 
in a ftate of negotiation ; fo that fuppofing the petition intend- 
ed as a complaint, or as feeking redrefs from that Houfe, 
ihere was not the leaft foundation for either the cpmp.Iaiat, 
or the redrefs fought by the petitioner. 

The queftion was put, whether the petition fhould bo* 
brought up? It pafled in the negative. There was n<* 
divifion. 

Tjie following authentic papers illuftrate this debate* 
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To she Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
alfcmbledythe humble Petition of Alexander Blair , in behalf of 
him/elf and Do&of Charles Irving, 

Sheweth, 

THAT Lord Dartmouth having tranfmittedinftru&ionsto 
the governor of Jamaica, in Auguft 1775, for eftablifhing a 
legiflative council on the Mufquito fhore, to be chofen by 
the inhabitants, for the better government of that colony, 
Do&or Charles Irvjng, and your petitioner, induced by this 
arrangement, formed a plan for fettling in that country, and 
embarked the greateft part of their property in it, firmly 
trufting that it would be equally protefied there, as in any 
other part of the Brififh dominions. They communicated 
their plan to Lord Dartmouth, then fecretary of (late for 
the colonies, who highly approved of it, aflured them of 
every encouragement and protedtion in the power of go- 
vernment to give, and' requefted of them to carry home the 
fon and brother of the Mufquito king, and two other Indian 
chiefs, then in England. 

That on the 30th of April laft, the Hoop Morning Star, 
belonging to Doaor Charles Irving and your petitioner, was 
lying at anchor, under Britifh colours, in the road before 
Black River, the principal Britifh fettlcment on the Mufquito 
fhore, and in fight of the King's houfe, and was there for- 
cibly feized by two Spanifh guarda-coftas, commanded by 
Don Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe, by whom the unhap- 
py mariners were tied together, and made captives, and car- 
ried along with the veflel to Carthagena. 

That this moft daring and unprecedented outrage wai 
committed without a poffibility of alleging that any thing 
had been done by the owners, or their agents, which coulJ 
afford the flighteft pretence for it. 

That immediate intelligence of this unjuftifiable outrage 
was fent by the fuperintendant and council of the Mufquito 
(hore, to Sir Bafil Keith, governor of Jamaica (the colony 
Being at prefent an appendage to that government) ; notwhh- 
ftandtng which no fteps were taken to reclaim the veflel and 
feamen, until the latter end of O&ober, when a frigate was 
feut to Carthagena, by admiral Gayton, who pofuively tc* 
fufed to permit Do&or Irving, one of the owners, to go in 
the frigate, to affifl the Captain in his application for redrefs. 

That the governor of Carthagena acknowledges the cap. 

ture t 
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ture, by veflels commiffioned by the King of Spain, but faid 
he had no power or authority to order restitution. 

That your petitioner had taken the earlieft opportunity of 
returning to England, to lay before his Majefty's rhiniuers 
an authentic account of this extraordinary tran&£tioA ; and 
on the 25th of September prefented to JLord George Gtr amine 
a memorial on the fubje£t, with an attefted cftimate of the 
aftuallofs immediately fuftained,amounting 1026591. 12s. idd* 
fterling, beGdes the total ruin of their proje&. 

That his Lordfhip cxprefled many douhts of the outrage 
having been committed by Spanifh veflels, and feemed deC- 
rousof waiting for further information from the governor of 
Jamaica, before any application for redrefs fhould be made 
to the court of Spain. 

That your petitioner having received ai) affidavit <rf Fre- 
derick Sund (one of the feamen taken in the ffopp Morning 
Star, and who had efcaped from Carthagena) 9 made before 
Thomas French, cuftos and chief judge of the cpprt of com- 
mon, pleas of Kingfton in Jamaica, giving a detail of i$xp 
tranfa&ion, enclofed a copy of the ferae* on the 17th of De- 
cember, to Lord George Germaint, who feeipec) ftilfddirous 
of making further delays ; hut being prefled by your peti- 
tioner for redrefs, referred him to Lord Weymouth, |i* whole 
office he was then told this bufinefs would be tranfadecf. Your 
petitioner has now waited two months longer, making in the 
•whole five months fince his firft application to Lord George 
Germaine, and is ftill told that no an fvver whatever has yet beea 
received from the court of Spain, from whence he fees no 
profpect of redrefs, without the int'erpofitjon of tflis Honour? 
able Houfe, 

In the courfe of this application for redrefs, your petitio- 
ner wrote the following letters and memorial to the ({itfereflt 
public officers, to whom they are addrefled, viz. 

Exirafi of a Letter from Alexander Stair to Sir fyajtl Keith* 
governor of Jamaica, &c. &c. &c\ dated Black Rivet, Muf» 
quitojhore. 

SIR, Maytfy 1776' 

I HAVE the misfortune to inform your Excellency, that 
me (loop Morning Star, belonging to Doclor Charles Irving 
and myfelf, was, on the 30th of laft month, forcibly feized, 
and carried away, by two Spanifli guarda-coftas, from the 
ufu»l anchoring ground, near the mouth of this river. . 

As 
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Affvo hare never beea to the fouthward of Grtat River, 
in latitude ia 9 47% nor to the weftward of thi$ place, 
box tare . sot had any trade or intercourse with any place o* 
perfbn belonging to Spain, I am afraid that this ftep $a« 
only be confidered as an avowed declaration of their intention 
1q feize every vcflel they find on any part of this coaft ; 
"which if permitted, muft at once annihilate this pfomtfing 
colony. 

. As many of ray papers have been carried away with tfo 
loop, I have not been able to make out fo minute a detail of 
our lois a? I could wi/h ; hut 1 can affuw your Excellency, that 
from the bed eftimate I have been able to form, tj amounts to 
three thouiand fire hundred and nine pounds eight (hillings, 
Jamaica currency, befides the great detriment we fuftftin, 
froth the lofs of many of our plantation ftpres, the i ncoot- 
pletenefs of thofe already landed, and the want of a proper 
veffel to keep up an intercourfe with Jamaica, for the pro- 
curing Haves, and many neceffaries. 

Copy of a Memorial prefented to Lord George Germain? % 
September 2J/4, X776. 

To the right honourable Lord George Germaine, one of 
his Majefty's principal fecrptaries of ftate, ore. &c. &c. 

The memorial of Alexander Blair, in behalf of himfetf 
and Do&qr Charles Irving, 

Humbly (heweth, 

THAT on the 30th of April 1776, the floop Morning 
Star, belonging to your Lord (hip's memorialifts > was forci- 
bly feized, as ma lay at anchor in the road before Black Ri- 
ver, the chief Britifh fettlement on the Mufquite (hore, by 
two Spanifh armed (loops, and was by them carried away. 

That by this illegal capture your memorialifts not only 
fij ft lined an immediate lofs, amounting to upwards of two 
thonfand fix hundred pounds fterling, as appears by the atteft- 
cd account prefented herewith, but they are far more eflea- 
tially injured, by the total derangement of their plan for 
fettling on the Mufquitb (hore ; a plan in the profecution of 
which they were not without well-founded hopes of making 
dtfeoveries and improvement*, that mud have proved advarw 
tagfioustathemfelvefi, and highly beneficial to the manufac- 
tures and commerce of Greff Britain. 

x, 1fhif - 
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* That your memorialifts are now deterred from riflung 
any more of their property, in that country, from an appre- 
benfion, that this molt daring and unprecedented outrage can. 
only be confidered as an open and avowed declaration on the 
part of Spain, of an intention to feize every veflel they meet 
with, on any part of the Mufqtiito fiiore ; for there could 
not btherwife be formed even the (hadow of a pretence for 
Seizing the above-mentioned (loop, which had not (from the 
time of her leaving England) been near any part of the Spa- 
nifh dominions, nor had any trade or intercourfe been carried 
on by her means, with any place or perfon fubjeft to the 
crown of Spain* 

Your memorialifts fubmit the whole to your Lordfhip's mail 
impartial confideration ; firmly trading that fuch fteps will 
he taken, as may procure them the moft fpeedy and effe&nal 
redrefs, and place a colony capable of being made equal to 
any in the Weft Indies, in fecurity. 

Copy of the account of damages prefented with the foregoing 
memorial. 

Eftimate of the lofs fuftained by Meff. Blair and Irving, by 
the capture of the (loop Morning Star (David Miller 
matter), in the road of Black River, on the Mufquito 
fhore, on the 30th day of April 1776. 

Five copper (tills, about 300 gallons each, fo 

made as to ferve occafionally for boilers, for £. s. d. 

fundry purpofcs 300 C 6 

Two iron boilers, about 400 gallons each 20 o o 
Three large iron prefles, with fcrews, plates, 

&c. complete for making oil - - 120 o o 

Upwards of 13000 bricks - - 13 o o 

Sheet lead, at lead i8cwt. - - 14. o o 
A quantity of eaft ircrh bars and plates, coft 

at lead 16 o o 
A plough and fundry other implements of hof- 

bandry, c^ft at leaft - * i 30 o o 

5.3 o o 



The above is the prime coft of the different articles in 
England ; fuch plantation (lores are never fqjd in this country 
for lefs than double thtffum in Jamaica currency, which the 
prime coft amounted to, freight, infuraoce, and (hipping 

* charges, 
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charges, being always confidered as part of the prime coft, 
which charges for the aBbve articles cannot be dated at Ie& 
than 40I. which being added to the above, makes the whole of 
the prime cod amount to 553I. the double of which is 11 06!. 
The above articles were therefore worth in this 

country, at lead 1106I. Jamaica currency 
Gunpowder 3325 pounds, at 12I. per ioolb. 
Lead (hot at lead 30c wt. at 40s. per cwt. 
Mufquets47 at 40s. each .. - - 

Fowling-pieces two. at 100s. each 
An anchor pf about 300 weight, and 12 final! 

anchors and graplings, value at lead 
A puncheon filled with lines and twine 
Rulliadrab, value at lead 

Ofnaburghs, at lead 2200 yards, at is. per yard 110 
Seventy-two deer-duns at 2s. 6d ; 361b, tortoife- 

fliell, at 7s. 6d. * - 22 10 o 

Sundry articles of ironmongery and haberdafhe- 
ry, the particulars of which cannot poflibly 
be recollected, but which are under-rated at 100 O o 
Wine, porter, tea, fugar, and fundry other ca- 
bin dores, value at lead - - 36 o o 
Ca(h, at lead - - - 8 Io o 
The (loop Morning Star, as appears by the af- 
fidavit of David Miller mader, was worth 1400 o o 
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The articles in this fecond part (the (loop excepted} are 
charged at the wholefale price of this place, and mod of them 
were in great demand,, and could have been fold at that rate, 
and ca(h, good bills, or produce that would have made a pro- 
fitable remittance, immediately received in payment. 

Eflimate of the lofs fuflalned by Alexander Blair* 

Wearing apparel, at lead - - C' ll ° ° ° 

Books, charts, indruments, aijd arms - . 90 o o 

Bedding and furniture - - - 40 o o 

Cafli, at lead * - - 40 o o 



290 9 o 
Lofs fudained by Blair and Irving as above 3433 10 o 
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Black River, 1 ff 
Mufquitoflwre. J 

This day Alexander Blair appeared before meJohnBourke^ 
Efq. eujios rttuUrum, and one of his Majefty's juftices of the 
peace for the Mufquito (hore, and being duty fworit on the 
Holy Evangel i ft s, depofeth and faith, that the above eftimate 
(amounting in the whole to the funi of 3723L ios. Jamaica 
currency, or 26591. ias. tod. fterling money of Great Bri- 
tain) is a juft and true account of the lofs fuftained by Doc- 
tor Charles Irving and this deponent, according to the*bc(t 
of this deponent's judgment and reeolle&ton ; that feveral 
of the papers relating to the largo, being carried away with 
the (loop, fome parts of the above eftimate are formed from 
memory, but in fuch parts this deponent has been extremely 
careful rather to under-rate than to over-rate the fame. 
They fuffer a ftill farther and very ferious damage, by being 
depnved of the above (lores intended for a plantation which 
they are now carrying On at Great River, on the Mafquiw* 
(hore, and by the incompletenefs of thofe already landed, 
many of which cannot be replaced in this country ;, and by 
the lofs of the (loop they are deprived of the means of keep-* 
ing up an intercourfe with Jamaica ; an intercourse eflentially 
neceffary in the profecution- of their plan, being the only 
place where they could procure (laves and many other necew 
faries for their plantation ; and they are ftill further fuffer- 
ers, by the neceflity which this deponent deems himfelfundetf 
of returning to.England, in order to lay before his Majefty's 
miniflers a circumftantial and well-authenticated relation of 
this mod extraordinary a£t of violence; which voyage will 
unavoidably be attended with a confiderable expenfe, and 
great lofs of time, and be highly detrimental to the affairs 
fin this country) of Doctor Charles Irving and this depo- 
nent ; all which damages it is impoffible at this time to fet any 
juft value upon. This deponent further fays, that there were 
on board the (loop, fundry promiflbry notes, receipts for mo- 
ney left in England,. as a fund of credit, and fundry accept- 
ed bills of exchange, all belonging to this deponent, and 
that it fome of thefe papers fail into the hands of bad men, 
this deponent ir*ay be thereby put to a very great trouble and 
expenfe, and by the lofs of others, his property may be with* 
held from him ; but as the damage which may be incurred by 
this lofs depends fo much on circumftances, no chargje is 
made for ir. There werealfo on board the (loop many pa- 
pers', of great importance to this deponent in his future views 

ia 
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in life; but which he mull not pretend to fct a value upbn; 
This deponent further faith, that from the day on which the 
(loop Morning Star failed from England, until the day on 
which (he was taken, (he never had been to the fouth ward of 
Great River, in latitude 12° 4.7' N. nor to the Weftward 
of Black Hiver, both on the Mufquito (hore, nor had any 
trade or intercourfe been carried on by her means, with any 
place or perfon fubjed to the crown of Spain. 

Alex. Blair. 
Sworn before me this iyth day of 

July 1776. Jotttf BouRfcE. 

Coff of a letter to Lord George Qermaine, 
My Lord, 

IT is now thre* months fi nee I had the honour of de- 
livering to your Lord (hip a memorial, in behalf of Dodor 
Charles Irving and myfelf, complaining of the illegal cap- 
ture of the Hoop Morning Stan in the road before Black 
River, by two Spanifli armed (loops, without any juflifiable 
caufe whatever, to the total ruin of yonr petitioners' affairs 
in that part of the world. 

Your Lordfliip was then pleafed to fay, that you could not 
believe that the ve(Tels who committed this unjuftifiable out- 
rage belonged to the Spanifli nation, but feemed rather to 
fuppofe they might be veflels from North America. 

By the fortunate efcape of fome of the failors belonging 
to the faid (loop Morning Star, I have now the honour to 
tranfmit to your Lordfliip the copy of an affidavit made by 
Frederick Sund, one of the mariners, before Thomas French, 
cuftos and chief judge of the court of common pleas, of King- 
fton, in Jamaica, the original of which is in my poifeffion ; 
whereby it appears that the vetfels who took the Morning 
Star were not only Spani(h veflels, but holding com mi (lions 
immediately under the Kir^g of Spain, the one called Paci- 
fico, of fourteen guns, commanded by Don Juan Caftello, 
the other the Recurfo, of twelve guns, commanded by An- 
tonio Yepe; with all other particulars of the capture, as f.t 
forth in the affidavit. 

Feeling what is due to men in high aut/iority, at critical 
moments, I have waited with the utmoft patience, agreeable 
to your Lordfliip's reqoeft ; now the fadfcs are uncontrover- 
tible, and feeling alfo the proteflion that is due to us as Britifli 
fubje&s, I venture to hope that my fubmiflive delay will be 
a means of procuring us more fpeedy juftice in the end* 

Vol.V. X * \\*^ 
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. I beg leave to put your Lordfhip in mind, that neither Doc- 
tor Irving nor myfelf, who are both well knfewn in this 
country, and have held refpe&able commiflions under his 
Majefty, can be claficd with thofe random buccaneers, who 
fometimes force an illicit trade with the Spanifh colonies; we 
undertook this projeft with the approbation, if not at the de- 
fire of government, in hopes it might prove beneficial to our- 
felves, and the nation at large ; and we were abfolutely pro- 
mi fed, that in cafe the prujeS fuccceded, and any alterations 
in the duties on oils, or other articles, (hould be found ne» 
ceffary, that they would be moved in Parliament, and even 
bounties propofed in certain events. 

After expending fo much of our money and time in com- 
pleting the neceflaries for fuch an undertaking ; after under- 
going the fatigues of a voyage, of fuch a length, in fo fultry 
a climate, juft at the time when we had brought fo many 
concurring circumftance&to bear, to find our vcffel, carrying 
Englifh colours, lying in a road under his Majefty's protec- 
tion, thus violently fwept away, without a poifibility of al- 
leging there was the lead infraction of the flighted pundilio, 
much lefs any crime; and the unhappy mariners tied toge- 
ther, and made captives, in fo difgraceful a manner ; all thofe 
things call fo loudly for redrefs, that I am perfuaded they will 
raife your Lordfhip's indignation, and that we ihall now find 
you the warmeft interceflbr with hisMajedy, in obtaining us 
compenfation for our lodes, and vindicating our country's 
wrongs. lam, with great refpefl, 

Your Lordfhip's mod obedient 
and mod humble fervant, 
London, 17th Dec. 1776. Alex. Blah* 

P. S. I will call regularly at your Lordfhip's office every 
day, at 12 o'clock, for three days fucceflively, to (hew the 
original affidavit before Judge French, whofe hand-writing 

is well known in this town, and will be ready to attend your 
Lordfhip at anv other time you are pica fed to command me. 
1 lodge at Mr/ Holland's in Oxendc 

To the right honoural L l : •- ■•. :• ' n\ 

Copy nf an < 
Jamaica, 



Fl&EDEVIO] 

county of 
longing 10 
fworn, n\ 




A. 1777. DEBATES. 311 

April laft, the faid floop Morning Star was lying at anchor 
near the bar of Black River, on the Mufquito fhore: and 
this deponent further faith, that two guarda-coftas, belonging 
to his Mod Catholic Majefty, the Pacifico of fourteen guns, 
Commanded by Don Juan Caftello, and the Recurfo of twelve 
guns, commanded by Antonio Yepe, under Dutch colours, 
bore down upon the faid floop, while at anchor asaforefaid 
(fhe having Englifh colours hoifted); whereupon the fkicf 
guarda-coftas hauled down the Dutch colours, and the Pad-, 
fico hailed the faid floop Morning Star, and afked, " From 
whence* came ye?" and being anfwered, " From London 
and Jamaica/' fhe again afked, " Have you any flour, or 
other provifions?" and was anfwered, " Only for our own' 
ufe." And after fo hailing the faid floop, they the faid Don 
Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe came on' board the faid 
floop, and the faid Don Jua* Caftello afked, " Who the vef- 
fel belonged to?" he was anfwered, " To Meflrs. Irving andf 
Blair;" and alfo afked, " What is the matter's name?" and 
he was anfwered, " David Miller, who is on fhore." And 
this deponent further faith, that as foon as they the faid Don 
Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe came on board the floop 
Morning Star, they ordered the Englith colours to be hauled' 
down, which was accordingly done, and then afked if there 
were any ammunition on board, when they were anfwered 
only fome powder and mufkets for our own ufe ; and they 
alfo afked, "Have you fent any powder on fhore?" and 
they were anfwered, u Some to the fuperintendant at Black 
River." And this deponent further faith, that after their 
faid queftions were anfwered, the faid Don Juan Caftello or- 
dered fome armed men to come on board, who, by his com- 
mand, tied the floop's crew, two by two (except David 
Robinfon the boatfwain, who continued on board fhe faid 
floop fome days after), and put them on board the Pacifico, 
while the Spaniards took poueflion of the faid floop Morning 
Star, and proceeded to Port Bello, and from thence toCar- 
thagena,from which laft mentioned place this deponent made 
hisefcape. his 

Sworn before me Frederick X Sund. 

this aoth day of Sept. 1776. mark. 

T. French, cujios, &c. Kingfton. 
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Copy of a letter to Lord Weymouth. 

My Lord, 
I PRESENTED a memorial to Lord George Germaine* 
three months ago, complaining of the illegal capture of the 
floop Morning Star, belonging to Dofior Charles Irving and 
my lei f, by two Spanifh armed (loops, on the Mufquito fhore, 
a copy of which is here enclofed. 

Having received a circumftantial account of the capture, 
by an affidavit of Frederick Sund, one of the failors, taken 
before Thomas French, cuflos and chief juftice of the court 
of Common Pleas of Kingfton, in Jamaica, I wrote the en- 
clofed letter to Lord George Germaine, on the 17th inftant, 
and in a converfation with his Lordihip on the 19th, refpefil- 
ing this letter, I was told that the papers relative to this out- 
rage would be tranfmittcd to your Lordmip's office, which 
1 can by no means lament, confidering what has palled, and 
believing, from your manly character, that there will be 
now no longer any delay in procuring fatisfaclion for our 
lories, and vindicating the national honour. 

It never was my wifh to hurry ad mini ft rat ion into a difcuf- 
fion with the court of Spain, at an improper feafon; .1 de- 
layed from preffing my bufinefs, in deference to their fitua- 
tion, although I had croifed the Atlanticfor ledrefc ; now I 
am transferred to another office, and my condu&, in this re- 
fpeel, treated as weaknefs ; I beg it may be underftood, that 
any delay in demanding from the crown of Spain that fatif- 
fa&ion which the cafe requires, is not with my confent. 

It muft be evident to your Lordihip, that until redrefs 19 
fully obtained in this cafe, the inhabitants of that country 
can have no fecurity for their property, and are thereby de- 
terred from engaging, with any degree of fpirit, in the culti- 
vation of many commodities^ which the colony is very hap- 
pily fituated for producing ; commodities eflentially neceflary 
to the manufactures of Great Britain, but which are at pre- 
fent principally furnifhed by the colonics of France and 
Spain, our Weil India iflands being prevented by the fcarcity 
of land, and other local disadvantages, from engaging in the 
culture of them to any extent. 

It was alleged by Lord George (lermaine, inthelaft con- 
verfation I had the honour to hold wifh his Lordihip, that 
the Spaniards had never acquiefced in our title to the Muf- 
quito fhore ; but I muft beg leave to obferve, that there are. 
no veftiges of their having ever poflefled that part of the 

country 
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country where the Engli(h are fettled, and which was volun- 
tarily ceded to King William*, by theunconquered natives ; 
that the Engliih have ever fince retained pofYetfion ; and as 
Ills Majefty has lately been gracioufly pleafed to eflablifh a 
legiQative council, for the better governing of the colony, it 
would be a deception of his fubje&s, and a national difgracc* 
to permit their property to be feized under thefe ciicum- 
(lances, by any power whatever. 

I (ball be ready at any time to wait on your Lord (hip, to 
give every information in my power concerning this unpre* 
cedented ad of violence, and to explain the commercial ad- 
vantages th?t may be derived from the colony. 
J am, with the greateft refpe&, 
Your Lordftiip's moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 
London, Dec. 23, 1776. Alex. Blair. 

I lodge at Mr. Holland's, Oxendon Street. 

Copy of a letttr t$ Lord Weymouth. 

My Lord, 

I CALLED on your Lordflnp yefterday morning, to 
have had the honour of fome conversation refpedting the floop 
Morning Star ; SiV Stanier N Porten told me it would be proper 
to put my bufinefs in writing, which I now do. 

I am informed, my Lord, that the Governor of Jamaica, 
Sir Bafil Keith, has tranfmitted, to Lord George Germaine a 
copy of his letter to the governor of Carthageria, demanding 
restitution and fatisfadion U> the owners (being Db&or 
Irving and myfelf ) of the (loop Morning Star, which was 
taken by two Spanifti guarda-coftas, commanded by Don 
Juan Caftello and Antonio Yepe, as (he lay at anchor, in 
fight of the King's Houfe, at Black River, on the Mufquito 
fliore, as alfo the Spaniih governor's anfwer, acknowledging 
the capture by vellels commillioned by the King of Spain, 
but declaring that he cou4d not order reftitution. 

My firft anxiety is, to know if thefe letters have been tran£» * 
mrtted to your Lordfliip, who, I am perfuaded, notwith- 
ftandii?g the delays that have hitherto taken place in this 
bufinefs, will lofe no time in vindicating the honour of the 

* Mr. Blair has fince difcovered, that what he confidered as the 
original ceflion of the Mufquito fhore, was only a confirmation of the 
original ceffion, which was made in the reigu of King Charles the 
Firft. 

• X 3 t^\\<s^ 
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nation, and doing juftice to every particular member of tho 
community. # . * ■ * 

: If it (hould be deemed impolitic, as I am gWcn to tfAder- 
fcuftd at another place, to prefs the Spanifb coutt foir ffedfefi* 
it the prefent moment/ I hope your Lordfhip will coofider 
tRe great hardship upon Dodor Irving and myfelf* from fuCb 
% proceeding, who embarked the greateft part of feW )£ro- 
perty in this adventure, under the fandion and endejuttge- 
ttieat of government, under the faith of protedfcb/ !jfcfctrt 
bti Majefty had eftablifhed a legislative council, anddifpkye4 
bit colours, and where no one improper zSt on our,paJrV Or 
our agents, can be alleged as the caufe of thecaptorej and 
therefore your Lordihip muft lee/ that the point fottluc in 
this buGtiefs is the right of the nation to the fettlement tm 
the Mufquitofhore, which Great Britain has fo long main- 
tained, and lately fettled, tinder a more regular fo*m of go- 
vernment, as fet forth in my former memorials; arid tbeje^ 
forc I exped, if the fyftem of procraftination (hould be adopt* 
ed, that your LottMntp will give me explicit alTu ranees, in 
writing, that the public will, in the mean time, pay the lofs 
fufained by Do&or Irving and myfelf, according to (he ac- 
count I have rendered \ otherwise, after waiting fo long, I 
diall think it my duty to prefer a petition to Parliament; 
and although there may be little hopes r>f fuccefs through 
that channel where the King's minifteis do not approve, ytt 
H is a duty I owe to my abfent friend, Do&or Irving, to Ufe 
every means for redrefs the constitution has given to an in- 
jured fubjc&, confeious of the juftnefs of my claim, whatever 
be the event* 

1 am, with the greateft refpeft to your Lordfhip/ ' 
Your obedient and moil humble fervant, 
Qxendon Street, Al«x. Bj-Atlt. 

Jan. 31, 1777. ' ; 

•All which your petitioner humbly fubmits to this honour- ■ 
able Houfe, and prays fuch relief as they in their wifdom 
Hull think fit- 
February 24, 1777- Alexander J$uuju 

Copy of the protefi of David Miller ', late mafter of ibejhof 
Morning Star. ^ 
Great Black River, 1 ff " 

"Aftifjuito Jbore. J " *'■ * 

BY this public inftrumentofproteft,beitknownand^mar 
niicft to all whom it may concern, that oh the firil day of 
• * May, 
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May, in the year of our Lord God one thoufond feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fix, David Miller, late mafter of the (loop 
or vcflel called the Morning Star, burden one hundred and 
thirty tons, or thereabouts, plantation built, and Britifh pro- 
perty, perfonally appeared before me, John Bouike, Efquire, 
oneof hisMajefty'sjuftices^and cujlos rotulorum on the Muf- 
quito fhore, in North America (no notary public being then 
on the Mufquito (hore); and the faid appearer, David Miller, 
did then folemnly intimate, declare, teftify, proteft, and fay, 
that the aforefaid Hoop or veffel called the Morning Star 
cleared out at the cuttom-houfe in London for Jamaica and 
the Mufquito ihore, at the latter of which places the faid 
veffel arrived about the middle of February laft part ; Alex- 
ander Blair and Charles Irving then being paffengerson board 
of her, and the faid veffel continued at different parts of the 
faid Mufquito (hore until about noon on Tuefday the thirtieth 
day of April laft pad ; that about the hour of eleven in the 
forenoon of the faid Tuefday, the faid veffel was lying at 
anchor off Great Black River (the chief Britiflf Settlement) 
on the Mufquito (hore aforefaid, with Britilh colours flying, 
when two armed (loops, or veffels, came in from fea, with 
Dutch jacks at their topma(t heads, and anchored at a very 
fmall diftance from the aforefaid veffel called the Morning 
Star; and foon after their anchoring^ as aforefaid, they (the 
faid armed veffels) fent two boats, or launches, with a great 
many men, on board of the faid veffel called the Morning 
Star, and according to the beft of the aforefaid appcarer's 
knowledge and belief, took poffeflion of her, at the fame time 
(hiking the Britifh colours, atid putting the faid veffel (called 
the Morning Star) under fail, the fame armed veffels alfo 
getting under fail, when all the aforefaid three (loops or vef- 
fels flood out to fea, and were feemingly clofe hauled to the 
wind; and the aforefaid appearer further faith, he hath been 
affured that the aforefaid two armed (loops or veffels ftruck 
their Dutch jacks nearly at the fame time with the ftriking 
of the Britilh colours which were on board of the aforefaid 
veffel called the Morning Star; but the faid appearer cannot 
fay whether the faid Dutch jacks were hauled down before or 
.after the aforefaid boats or laimches got on board the faid vef- 
fel called the Morning Star. And the aforefaid appearer further 
faith, that during the (hbrt time the faid two armed veffels 
continued at their anchors as aforefaid, the faid appearer heard 
three guns fired, but did not at that time certainly know by 
whom the fame were fired, though he hath fince been affured 

X 4 ^fc**. 
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that one of the aforcfaid boats or launches fired fome fmall 
arms, and the final left of the faid two armed veflels fired th^e 
guns at a fmall (loop or veflel called the Polly* owned by 
Britifh fubje&*, re ft dent on the Mufquito ihore aforefaid, then 
commanded by John Coffil, and which the faid above-men- 
tioned fmall veflcl ran very clofe in along fliore, and efcap- 
«d to the weftward, with a fignal of diftrefs, while the afore* 
(aid armed veflels were employing thtir aforefaid boats or 
bunches to take the faid veflel called the Morning Star, and 
on board of which faid veflel the Morning Star there were 
fix Britifh fubje&s, and one Swede, at the time of her illegal 
capture as aforefaid; to wit, the mate and fix feamen which 
belonged unto her, theafore(aid Charles Irving having been 
left at Great River, on the aforefaid Mufquito ihore, and the 
aforefaid Alexander Blair, together with the aforefaid appear* 
«r David Miller, and one Teaman, being about neceflary bufi- 
nefs on fliore at Great Black River aforefaid. And the afore- 
faid appearer further faith, he hath been aflured, that after the 
aforefaid two armed veflel s flood out to fea, in company with 
the aforefaid veflel called the Morning Star, the largeft of the 
faid armed veflels hoifted a broad pendant, and the other 
hoi fled a long pendant, both of which, as the faid appearer 
hath been alfo aflured, appealed to be blue, and which faid 
pendants, and the Dutch jacks, were all the colours which 
were, according to the belt of the aforefaid appearer's know- 
ledge and belief, hoifted, or in any manner (hewn, by the 
aforefaid captors, while either of the faid armed veflels, or 
their aforefaid illegal capture, remained in fight of the afore- 
faid chief Britifh fcttlcment. And the aforefaid appearer fur- 
ther faith, that from the firfl time of the aforefaid veflel the 
> Morning Star's arrival at the Mufquito fhore*aforcfaid, until 
the very inflant of her being illegally taken and carried away 
as aforefaid, (he the afoiefaid (loop or velfe! called the Morn- 
ing Star never was at any place unto the fouthward of 
Great River, the mouth of which is nearly in latitude twelve 
degrees and forty-feven minutes north, on the aforefaid Muf- 
quito ihore, nor hath (lie ever been, within the faid time, at 
any place unto the weir ward of Great Black River, the chief 
Britifh fettlement aforefaid; nether has there at any time been 
any trade or intercourfe whatfoever carried on, or even attempt- 
ed to be carried on, with any Spanifli fubjedt whatfoever, by 
means of the faid veflel called the Morning Star, or by means 
of any the merchandise or other effeds at any time or times 
on hoard oi her, during the time from her firft arrival un- 
til her illegal capture as aforcfaid; neither has the faid veflel 
2 called 
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called ths Morning Star ever had (during any part of the 
fa id time, from about the middle of February laft palt, until 
fhe was illegally boarded and taken as aforefaid;) any kind 
whatfoever of Spanilh property or produce on board of her ; 
and at the time of her being fo taken and carried away, the 
remains of her cargo, which fhe brought from England, and 
then had on board, confided of a great quantity of plantation 
(lores, and fundry other goods, which were all and every part 
thereof intended to be landed oh the aforefaid Mufquito ihore, 
had not the faid capture prevented the faid landing thereof ; 
and the faid plantation ftores, and fundry other goods taken 
and carried away as aforefaid, do amount to a very con ii dur- 
able value, which cannot at prefent be exadly afcertained 
by the aforefaid appearer David Miller, as all the papers 
which he had relative thereto, were on board of the faid vef- 
fel called the Morning Star, at the time of her being illegally 
taken and carried way as aforefaid. And he the faid ap- 
pearer doth verily believe the faid floop called- the Morning 
Star is fuch a good veffei, that (he could have been (bid in 
Jamaica (before her aforefaid illegal capture) for the futn of 
one thoufand and four hundred pounds current money of Ja- 
maica, or thereabouts ; and he th e faid appearer doth alio 
verily believe the aforefaid two armed veffels were ar.d are 
Spanilh property, and navigated by Spanifh fubjecfo; and 
therefore he the aforefaid. appearer David Miller hath 
folemnly declared to proteft., and defired an a& of me the 
aforefaid John Bourke, Efq. ascujios rotulorum on the afore- 
faid Mufquito fhore (no notary public being then on the Muf- 
quito ihore), to ferve and avail him the faid appearer David 
Miller, and all others concerned in the aforefaid floop or vef- 
fel called the Mbrning Star, or concerned in her cargo, when 
and where it fh on Id or may be requifite. Wherefore I, the 
aforefaid John Bourke, Efq. one of his Mnjdty's juftices, 
and cujlos rotulorum on the Mufquito (bore aforefaid | no no- 
tary public being then on the Mufquito (hore), at the requeft 
aforefaid, did folemnly proteft, and by thefe prefents do hereby 
folemnly proteft again ft the aforefaid two armed (loops or 
veflTels, or their boats or launches, and every perfon and 
perfons whatfoever, who was or were on board the faid arm- 
ed iloops or veffels, or on board of their boats and launches, 
or that was or were, in any manner whatfoever, affifting 
or concerned in taking and carrying or fending away, 
& aforefaid, the aforefaid floop called the Morning- 
Star, for all lofles, damages, cofts, and detriments what- 
foever, 
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foever, already in any way fuffered of fuftained, or which 
(hail or may be hereafter in any manner fuffered or fuOained, 
by reafon or means of the aforefaid capture, to be all had 
and recovered in time and place, as of right {hall appertain* 
This was thus done and protefted at Great Black River (the 
chief BrttHh fettlement), on the Mufquito fhore, in North 
America, in the prefence of John Gallin and Thomas Mar- 
riott Perkins, witneffes thereunto requefted. 

David Miller. 
Witneffes, John Gallin. 

Thomas Marriott Perkins. 

David Miller, late matter of the (loop called the Morning 
Star, mentioned in the foregoing proteft, came this day be- 
fore me, the aforefaid John Bourke, Efq. cujios rotulorum, 
as aforefaid, and duly made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of. 
Almighty God, that the foregoing proteft, as to the fubftance 
thereof, is true in every particular, as therein fpecified. 

David Miller. 

Sworn before me at Great Black River aforefaid, this firft 
day of May, in the year of our Lord God one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and feventy-fix. John Bourke. 

The four following depofitions were taken in prefence of 
thelegiflative council, of which the fuperintendantis prefident. 

Copy of the dcpofifion of Thomas Archdeacon^ mariner. 
Black River, A'lujquito Jhore, (T. 

Personally appeared before me, his Majefty's chief juf- 
tice of the peace for the faid more, Thomas Archdeacon, ma- 
riner, who made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty 
God, depofeth and fayeth, that he this deponent being at 
Black River aforefaid, about eleven o'clock, being the thirtieth 
day of April laft, he faw two (loops come to anchor off Black 
River Bar, under Dutch colours, which colours were foon 
after hauled down ; this deponent looking at them with a fpy«* 
glafs, imagined that they were veflels of force, and were tull 
of men; a (hort time after this deponent faw a launch, or 
boat, go on board the (loop Morning Star, David Miller maf- 
ter, lhe being at an anchor likewife, and had an Englifh pen- 
dant and enfign hoifttd, and that immediately as the boat or 
launch went on board he fa-vv them (truck. Prefently after, . 
he faw a jack hoifted in the (larboard fhrouds, and another 
launch, or boat, went then on board, when this deponent ob- 

ferved 
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ferved that the jack was hauled down, and about half an hour 
after, he this deponent faw the Morning Star under fail, and 
the other two (loops immediately followed her ; oue of thein 
hoifted a long pendant, and the other a broad pendant, but 
cannot tell what colours they were. And further this depo- 
nent faith not. Thomas Archdeacon* 

I have examined the above depofition, and compared it with 
the original, and find it to be a true copy. John Bourke. 

Sworn before me this 3d of May 1776. 
John Bourke. 

Copy of the depofition of David Lamb, furveyar* 

Black River, Mufquito Jhore, (T. 

. Personally appeared before me, hisMajefty's chief juf- 
tice of the peace for the faid fhore, David Lamb, furveyor, 
who made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, 
depofeth and faith, that on the thirtieth day of April laft, about 
twelve o'clock at noon, he this deponent, being at Black River 
aforefaid, and hearing that two ftrange (loops were come to, 
off the bar, and that a third (loop was upder fail, this depo- 
nent went to the 4 beach on the fea-fide to view thjtn, and in 
his way heard feveral guns fired : when he this deponent got 
on the beach, he faw the (loop Morning Star, and the two 
ftrange (loops, at anchor, and a fourth under fail, which was 
a floop belonging to himfelf, named the Nancy,whereof John 
CofTell was matter, which (loop Nancy ftood in fo clofe for 
the fhore, that this deponent fuppofed the people in her in- 
tended to run her on (bore, and the faid (loop Nancy had her 
colours hoifted in her (hrouds: this deponeot obferved that 
the other three (loops had no colours, and told Captain Tho- 
mas Archdeacon of it, when Captain Archdeacon (who got on 
the beach a few minutes before this deponent) faid he faw 
the colours of the floop Morning Star hauled down. This 
deponent obferved the two ftrange (loops to be full of men, 
and appeared like armed yeffels, and faw two boats full of rjnen 
go from the faid ftrange (loops on board the floop Morning 
Star, and in little more than half an hour he this deponent 
faw the faid floop Morning Star under fail, and prefently after 
the two ftrange (loops followed her ; the three (loops ftood out 
to fea, that is, to the northward ; the fourth, which did belong 
to this deponent, went to Prenaw Creek. And further this 
deponent faith not. * David Lamb. 

Sworn before me this 6th 
day of May 1776. John Bourke. 

Copy 
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Copy of the depofition of Richard Bur re 11^ mariner. 

Black River, Mufquhojboi e, ff. 

Personally appeared before me, his Majefty's chief juf- 
tice of the peace, fur the faid (bore, Richard fiurrell, mariner, 
who made oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, 
that he this deponent was a paflenger on board the floop 
Nancy, John Coffell mafter, on a voyage fromPrenaw Creek 
toCapeGraciasaDeos, on the faid (hore, and that on Monday 
the twenty-ninth day of April laft, about nine o'clock in the 
evening of that day, the moon fhining very bright, the afore- 
faid floop Nancy being then about eight leagues to the north- 
ward of Puttook River, they fell in with two Spanifti guard a- 
codas, the fmalleft of which fired a gun, and brought the 
faid floop Nancy to; at the fame time (hs hqifted Spanifti 
colours, and then hailed in Spaniih fir ft, and in Enghfti af- 
terwards, to know where the faid (loop Nancy had come 
from, and where (he was hound to? John Coffell, matter of 
faid floop, anfwered, From Prenaw Creek, and bound to Cape 
Gracias a Deos ; on which the fmalleft guarda-cofta went 
ahead, and then the largeft came alongfide or faid floop Nancy, 
and hailed her in the fame manner that the fmall guarda- 
cofta dul, and afked what (he was loaded with? to which they 
were anfwered, that (he was only in ballaft; on which the 
guarda-cofta ordered the faid floop Nancy to heave to, and 
kept her in that manner until three o'clock on Tuefday morn- 
ing, when the guarda-cofta hailed, and afked what provi- 
lions were on board? to which Captain Coffeil anfwered, he 
had none, but would be glad that the Spaniards would fpare 
him a barrel of bread or barrel of flour, at the fame timeafk- 
ing why they detained him fo long? The Spaniards then 
afked the bearings and diftance of the ifland of Bonaca, and 
what veflels were at Black River ? to which this deponent 
anfwered, that Bonaca boie weft by north, and Captain 
Coffell anfwered that there was a brig and fchooner at Black 
River ; they, the Spaniards, then told the people on board 
the floop Nancy thai they might go about their bufmefs. On 
which the faid floop Nancy bore away for Black River, her 
fails being bad, and about feven o'clock the fame morning 
they faw the two Spanifti (loops under Dutch colours, and 
ftandiug in for Black River, where he this deponent faw 
them at anchor about twelve, o'clock at noon, the faid floop. 
Nancy rundown by the faid Spanifti (loops, not fufpe&ing 
that any hoftiiity was intended ; the largeft Spanifti (loop 

hailed 
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hailed the faid (loop Nancy, and ordered her to corue along- * 
fide ; to which one of the Nancy's people anfwered, that as 
foon as (he got a little further in, they would heave to for 
them ; by this time this deponent faw a launch or boat coming 
towards faid (loop Nancy, full of men, and he verily be- 
lieves there were twenty men in her at lead, all armed with 
cutlafles and fmall arms : they foon came alongfide faid (loop 
Nancy t and called for a rope, but none was handed ; on which 
the bowman hooked the quarter- rail with his boat-hook : the 
forefail being by this time hoifted, gave the (loop Nancy 
fuch way on her that the bowman in the boat or laiinch was 
obliged to let the boat-hook go, and inftantly the people in 
the boat or launch fired four mu fleets, two of which hit the 
faid (loop, and the fmalleft guarda-cofta fired three cannon : 
as foon as the launch or boat left the faid (loop Nancy, this 
deponent faw her or another go on board a large (loop that 
vas then at anchor, which (loop had an Englith pendant and 
enfign hoifted, arid prefemly after the boat or launch go on 
board the faid (loop, he obferved the colours were ft ruck, 
which (loop this deponent has been fince informed is the 
(loop Morning Star, David Miller mafter ; and this deponent 
fayeth, that in about an hour after faid launch or boat got on 
board faid (loop Morning Star, he faw her and the other two 
(loops under way, and (landing to the northward ; and this 
deponent fayeth, that the middle cloth in the main fails of the 
above two (loops were black; and this deponent fayeth, 
that the largeft (loop, he believes, had fourteen cannon mou ti- 
ed, and the fmalleft (loop had twelve cannon mounted, and 
that both (loops were full of men. And further this depo- 
nent fayeth not. ' Richard Burrell* 
Sworn before me this 3d 
day of May 1776. John Bourke, 

Copy of the dipofiUon of John Coffcll, mafter ofthejlocp Nancy. 

filack Riv$r 9 Mvfquitojbore, ff. 

Personally appeared before me, his Majefty's chief juftic* 
. of the peace for the faid (hore, John Coffell, mafter of the 
floop : Nancy, who made oath o*v the -Holy Evangeliftsof AU 
mighty God, depofeth and fayeth, tha< ©n the twenty-ninth 
day of April laft, being off Brewer's lagoon, in the (loop 
Nancy, whereof this deponent *as mafter, at about feti 
o'clock at night he raw two fail to the north-eaft lymg to with 
their heads to the northward j about eleven o'clock they tack- 
ed, 
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ed, and the fmalleft of the (loops bore down and fired a gun* 
and brought the (loop Nancy to, and hailed, inquiring where 
they came from, and to where bound ? in which they were 
anfwercd. She had colours at her mad head, but this depo- 
nent could not diflinguim of what nation: they immediately 
made for the large (loop, and in a little time, (he came and 
fpoke to us, a Iking many questions, as, if we had any flour 
on board, and if there were any veffels at Black River, ancf 
how Bonaca bore, and many others that this deponent could 
not underttand ; the (loops kept clofe together, as if con fill t- 
ing, until about four o'clock on Tuefday morning, they dif- 
miifed this deponent; when he this deponent flood in for 
the land, the two Hoops (landing the fame way under eafy 
fail, and at daylight the large floop hoifled a Dutch flag, the 
other anfwered with the fame fort of colours, and directly they 
hauled them down and made fail for Black River, when this 
deponent bore away alfo for the fame place ; the two (loops 
anchored there, before this deponent could reach it ; there 
was another (loop at anchor clofe without them, with Engltfil 
colours hoifted, which floop this deponent has been fi nee in- 
formed was the (loop Morning Star, David Miller matter ; 
this deponent parted clofe under the large (loop's ftern, when 
they ordered him to bring to, and told him they wert priva- 
teers ; this deponent told them he would bring to when he 
fhould have room ; at fame time a launch full of men with 
fin all arms, &c. came and hooked the quarter-rail, but the 
veffel being under too much fail for the launch, the man who 
held the boat-hook was obliged to quit his hold, and leave the 
boat-hook behind ; they then difcharged feveral fmall arms, 
and defired the other floop to fire on us ; this deponent defired 
his people to lie low, when (he difcharged three or four can- 
non at the faid floop Nancy, at the fame time curfing in the 
Spanifli language : the floop Nancy was prefently out jof 
their reach, and this deponent faw them prefently board the 
floop that had Englifli colours, and faw them inflantly hauled 
down ; which floop this deponent hath been fince informed 
was the (loop Morning Star, David Miller matter. By the 
whole behaviour of the two firft mentioned (loops, this de- 
ponent verily believes them to be Spanifli (loops. And further 
this deponent fayeth not, John Coffell. 

Sworn before me this 6th 

day of May 1776. John Bourke. 

I have examined the above depofition, and compared it with 
the original, and find it to be a u« co^y* John Bourke. 

Sw\e 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 333 

Some notice having been taken in the public prints, of 
the fafts contained in thefe papers, the following Recapitula- 
tion appeared, which it is thought necefTary to fubjoin: 

THE capture of the Morning Star, belonging to Doftor 
Irving and myfejf, and my conduit in my application for re- 
drefs having been greatly mifreprefented, both in and out of 
Parliament, I fubmit the following (late of fads to the public, 
who may then judge for themfelves, how far any pf their fer- 
vants have been culpable ; and whether, in my appeal to Par- 
liament, I have been guilty of that indecent hurry of which 
I am accufed. 

Lord Halifax, when fecretary of ftate, in a letter to the 
governor of Jamaica, dated Dec. 9, 1763, fays,.** The Muf- 
quito fhore is a Britiih fettlement, and as fuch is to be main- 
tained and encouraged. " 

Lord Dartmouth fent inftru&ions to the governor of Jamai- 
ca, in Augml 1775, for eftablifhinga legiflative council, on 
the Mufquito fhore, to be chofen by the inhabitants. 

Dr. Irving and myfelf, induced by the above arrangement, 
failed from Ciravefend on the 13th of November 1775, with 
a defign of fettling on the Mufquito fhore, not entertaining 
the mod diflant fufpicion, that our property would not be 
equally protected there as in any other part of the Britiih do-* 
minions. 

On the 30th of April laft, the Morning Star was lying 
at anchor, under Britifh colours, in the road of Black River, 
the principal fettlement on the Mufquito fhore, and in fight 
of the King's houfe, and was there forcibly feized by two 
armed Hoops under Dutch colours ; at the fame time one of 
their boats chafed the Nancy, a fmall (loop belonging to 
Black River : John Coffell, matter of the Nancy, and Rich- 
ard Burrell, who was a patfenger in her, both depofed, that 
the boat was at one time fo near as to hook the Nancy's quar- 
ter-rail, and that the crew were Spaniards; every man who 
has ever feen a Spaniard, mud know that they could not be 
ipiftaken. 

The inhabitants of Black River, coofcious that the Morn- 
ing Star had never been employed in any illicit trade, were 
greatly alarmed ; they cpnfidered the capture as a direQ at- 
tack on the colony, and applied to the iuperintendant to af- 
femble the legiflative council : that council, which (I am told) 
Lord North allured the ftoufe of Commons never exifted, 

m et t 
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met, advifed the foperihtendant to fend ahertprefsto Jamaica, 
with an account of this daring and unprecedented outrage* 
and laid a tax upon the colony, for defraying the expenfe. 

The depoiitions of John CofFell, Richard Burrell, and 
fome other perfons who faw thetranfaflion, were fent to the 
governor of Jamaica (the colony being it prefent an appen- 
dage to that government) ; but both the governor and admiral* 
•for rcafons bed known to themfelves, were of opinion, that 
the Morning Star was taken by North American privateers; 
and no ftep was taken to reclaim the veflel and feamen, until 
Doftor Irving arrived in Jamaica, on the 19th of September, 
and fortunately met with Frederick bund, one of the feamen 
taken in the Morning Star, and who had efcaped from Car- 
thagena : this man made oath to all the particulars of the 
capture before Thomas trench, cuftcs and chief judge of the 
court of common pitas of Kingfton in Jamaica. 

The governor, unable to refift fuch pofitive proof, applied 
to admiral Gayton, who, after a delay of another month, 
fent a frigate to Carthagena, but pofitively refufed to permit 
Do6tor Itving to go in the frigate to aflift the captain in his 
application for redrefs. 

The Spani/h governor, contrary, in all probability, to the 
uiflies of SirBafil Keith and admiral Gayton, acknowledged 
the capture, but faid he had no power or authority to order 
reftitution. 

Having taken the earlieft opportunity of returning to 
England, I got to London September 24, and next day 
prefented a memorial to Lord George Germaine, with an at- 
tefted eftimate of the a&ual lofs immediately fuflained, 
amounting to 2659I. 12s. iod. fterling, befides the total 
ruin of our project ; Ins Lordfhip acquainted me with 
the opinion of Sir Bafil Keith, that the Morning Star was 
taken by North American privateers. I (hewed him the af- 
fidavits of John CofFell and Richard Bunell ; but his Lord- 
fhip chofe to give more credit to the vague fufpicion of 
the governor of Jamaica, than to my pofitive aflu ranees, as 
a fpcclator of the tranfadtion, fupported by the cleareft evi- 
dence the nature of the cafe would admit, or which there was 
at that time any probability of ever obtaining. His Lordfhip 
feemed extremely defirous of not making any immediate ap- 
plication to the court of Spain, and in deference to the criti- 
cal fituation of this country at that time (for the accounts of 
our fucceffes in America were not then arrived) I did not then 
prefs the matter farther. 

I received 
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I received Frederick Sdnd'S affidavit oh the 17th' of I>d- 
cember, and wrote immediately id Lord GeoVge GermaincV 
encl6firi£aeo})y of it. I faw his Lofdfhip on the i^th* witen 
he feemed ftill deiirous o_f making further delays.;, but being 
preflTed by me for redrefs; referred me to L»ord Weymouth, 
to whofe department he told me it belonged to make appli- 
cation to the court of S^Jaih. 

I law Lord Weymouth by appointment foon after, who 
told me that the firit knowledge he had of the affair was by a 
copy bf Dd&or IrVirig's petition to the governor of Jamaica,' 
ind of Frederick Sund's affidavit, tranfmittcd to him fromi 
the Admiralty ; that he had immediately fent them to Lord 
Grantham* ; that the papers which I had put into his hands 
ihould be lent that evening ; and that as foon as any anfWei; 
arrived from the court of Spain, it fhould be communicated 
to me 1 this Iaft part of his Lordfhip's prdtnife has never beeri 
performed ; but 1 willingly impute the neglect to hurry o£ 
bnfinefs. 

The propriety of Lord Weymouth's conduct in (he affair 
of Falklandrs ifland makes it reafonable to fuppofe, that it 
the reprefentations to the court of Spain, on the prefent occa- 
sion, have ndt been made with becoming fpirir, it is hot his 
Lordfhip's fault; 

I am' affored that Lord North told the Houfeof Commons* 
fhat the Spanilh minifter dented arty knowledge of the affair 
in the month of January. The Morning Star was taken on 
.the 30th of April, and carried drre&ly te Porto Bello and 
Carthagena. Cad any rriin believe that a Spanilh governor 
dared fo long neglect informing his court of the capture of a 
Britiih veflel in fo unprecedented a manner? 

Grtfat pains have been taken to reprefent the whole affair 
as a complaint of a private injury, in order that administra- 
tion might ftiejter themfelves under the (hallow pretence, that 
I did riot continue to haraffsthem with' daily applications for 
redrefs from the 25th of September to the 17th of Decern* 
ber j but this is by no means the cafe ; the Bririffr flag, has 
been intuited ; Britiih feamen have : been made captives in tli£ 
mod barbarous and difgraceful manner, and the very exiftencd 
of a colony, capable of being made equal to any in the Weft 
Indies, is at Hake. 

I conceive that I. discharged my duty to the public, by 
communicattog to Ms Majfcfty* mWfftttsjts'eitly as poflible'. 
all 1 knew of the matter; if the negotiation has langtjJifaqf 

Vo£. v; ¥ , to 
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in their hands, it is to be hoped the day will arrive, when 
they (hall be made anfwerable for it. 

Oxendon Street, March 4, 1777* Alex. Blair*. 

* The following anfwer was publifhed to the above paper* 
To Alexander Blair, Efq. 

S I R, 

YOU have appealed from the mintfter* to Parliament, and from Parliament Co 
the people: An individual has, therefore, a right, to aflc you to explain certain 
terms in which your information is conveyed. You fay, « Lord Dartmouth 
" fent inltru&ions to the governor of Jamaica* in Auguft 1775* for eftabliHiing 
" a legiflative council on the Mufquito fhore, to be chofen by the inhabitants." 
If we are to ;anderftand by a legiflative council, a council vefted with the powers 
of Initiation, and Lord Dartmouth really did fend an inftru&ion to the governor 
of Jamaica* to eftablifh-fuch a council on the Mufquito fhore, his Lordfhip is 
the nrft Secretary . of ftate that ever adorned the authority of eftabliihing a legif- 
lature by an inftru&ion. Hitherto there have been but three modes of constitut- 
ing legiflative bodies, known to the conflitution ; his Majefty*s commiffion, or 
charter under the Great Seal, and an aft of parliament : but you tell us of a 
more compendious mode thao either; an inftrtte'Hon from a (Secretary of ftate. 
How very idle was it to apply to Parliament for authority to veil a governor and 
council with legiflative powers in Quebec, when it feems the council alone might 
have been fully poflefied of them by an inftruelion from a fecretary of ftate ; and 
this too in a place where there neither is or ever was a governor, or other perfoa 
commiiuoned by his Majefty. 

You call the fettlemcnts on the Mufquito Ihore a colony. Can you tell us by 
whole authority this colony was eftablilhcd ? Where is the charter or commiflion 
recorded that grants the foil and -defcribes its boundaries ? Has the crown ever 
granted a Angle acre of the lands ? Or is there a man in the country that. has a 
legal title to one inch of what he pofleflcs or lays claim to ? When you have an- 
fwered thefe questions, and explained the nature of the legiflative powers with 
which the council is veiled by Lord Dartmouth's inftruftion, the public will be 
able to judge, whether Lord North was right in refuting to allow the council chofen 
by the traders to the Mufquito fhore from among themfelves, to be a legiflative 
council* and to call fcttlements made without authority, and without a legal 
title, a colony. Am Individual. 

THE REPLY. 

• 

ALTHOUGH I do not think myfelf obliged to anfwer anonymous letters, t 
lhall reply to this ; declaring at the fame time, that for the future I will not 
take the l<*aft notice of any letter to which the writer does not fign his name. 

An Individual begins with aflciug for fome explanations, and afterwards 
propofes along -firing of queries, with an exulting confidence, as if they were un- 
anfwcrable. 

In the rirft place, as to the legiflative council, I aflert, that during my refi- 
dence on the Miifquito fhore, from the middle of February to the latter end of 
July laft, there extfted a council vefted with the powers of legiflation, and actually 
exercifing thofe powers in onfequeoce of inltru&ions from Lord Dartmouth to 
the governor of Jamaica: if either Lord Dartmouth in fending fuch inftruclions, 
or the governor of Jamaica in executing them, exceeded their authority, it is 
their bufinefs to anfwei this point. The council confifted of the fuperintendant, 
appointed by the crown, who fat as prefident, and had a voice, but no negative* 
and of twelve perfons, chofen (according to the inftru&ions) by the inhabitants, 
to reprefertt them for three years: this council likewife heard caufes, by appeal, 
from the inferior courts of juftice. Under thefe ctrcumftances (not with ft and ing 
the cenfure of An Individual), I (hallitill continue to call it a legiflative coun- 
cil : 
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cil : nor do I conceive it unconftitutional, or fimilsr to the council of Quebec, 
which required an aft of parliament to give it validity ; in the one cafe the mem- 
bers are chofen by the people, who are to be hound by their acts ; in the other, 
they are named by the crown, and removable at pleafure. 

An Individual afferts, that there never was on the Mufquito more a go* 
vernor, 01 other perfon commiflioned by his Majcfty. My anfwer is, that ever 
fince the year 1741, there has been a fuperiotendant, with a falary of 500I. 
fterlirig a-year, an allowance of 500I. a-year for contingencies, and 300I. a-yeae for 
prefents to the Indians, all paid. by Great Britain; whether his commiffion is 
figned by the King, or by any other fervant of the public authorized by the 
King, is very immaterial ;- but if that will not (atisfy An Individual, I 
muft inform him, that a detachment of the 49th regiment was (rationed on the 
Mufquito 1 more, for upwards of twenty years ; and that a regular commimon of 
the prace has been iffued, in his Majefty's name, under the great lea) of the ifland 
of Jamaica, witnefied by the governor, from time to time. 

Ah Individual feems difpleafed with me for calling the Mufquito more 
"a colony." If he likes Lord Halifax's appellation better, he has my permiffioa 
ft ill to diftinguilh it by the name of " a Britim fettleroent ;*' all I wilh to prove 
is, that fuch arrangements had been made refpeding that country, as gave Doc* 
tor Irving and myfclf a right to ex peel that our property would be protected in it* 

Notwithstanding the fhynefs of administration to aflert the right of the nation 
to the Mufquito more, I am fully convinced that our title to that country is as 
clear and unqueftionable as our title to any of our other poflcflrons in America. 
The Spaniards never had any footing on the Mufquito more. The country was 
voluntarily ceded to us, by the unconquered natives, in the feign of King Charles 
the Firft. This ceffion has- been frequently confirmed ; the Indians acknowledge 
themfelyes fubjoft to the crown of Great Britain j their chiefs receive commif- 
lions from the governor of Jamaica, without which they are not allowed, even by 
their own people, to exercife any authority. Our title is confirmed by the^ fa- 
mous treaty of 1670 ; nor is it impeached by that of 1763, unlcfs by thofe who 
confound the Bay of Honduras with the Mulquito fhore, which are perfectly 
diftina. 

The Mulquito more extends from Cape Honduras to the northern branch of 
the river by which the lake of Nicaragua difcharges itfelf into the fea, being 
upwards of 500 miles in length; the breadth is various; but I believe I am well 
grounded in faying, that in aim oft the whole of this extent there is no Spanifh fet- 
tle went within an hundred miles of the fea. The country is well watered by many 
large rivers, and is very happily (ituated for producing cotton, indigo, rice, and many 
other valuable commodities. The face of the country is at prefent covered wim 
immenfc forefts of excellent timber, fit for (hip-building, and other ufeful purpofes. 

An Individual aflcs, what legal title any man on the Mufquito more has 
to the lands be poflefles ? Bred to arms, and having fpent the beft part of my life 
in that profeiiion, I am not much acquainted with the nice diftin&ions of the law* 
but I will venture to aflert, that in cafe the fettlers en the. Mufquito more have not 
a legal title to their lands, moft of them have a juft and equitable title. Govern- 
ment having never thought proper to eflabliih any office, to which, the fettlers 
could apply for grants of land, it has been ufual for them to apply to the Indian 
chief, in whofe diftnet they cfcnfe to fettle, who, with the content of his tribe, 
granted fuch lands as were wanted. Thcfe lands were entered on the records kept at 
Black River, and are conferred as proofs that the fettler had the content of the 
acighbouring Indiaus. This, with poflcflion, cultivation, and the confent of the 
King's officers in the fetttement, is iurely a fufficienr title to fatisfy An Ikdi- 
vidual. 

There are in Lord George Germaine's office authentic papers, containing the 
rulleft information refpe&ing the Mufquito fhore. If I have mifreprefented any - 
thing, it will be eafy, by the help of chofe, to rtfujs me. 

Qxenbn Strttt, March xj. Anx. Blair. 



Y 2 Sme 



328 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 



Stmt account of the Britijh Settlement on the 'Mufquito fitre*—~ 
Dretwn up for the uje of government, in 1773* 

By Bryan Edwards, Efq. of Jamaica. 

HAVING the honour of a feat in his Majefty's council 
of this ifland, it has lately fallen to my lot to be nominated 
in a committee appointed to inquire into the rife of fome drf* 
turbances and difputes among the Britifh inhabitants on the 
Mufquito more. In this capacity many letters and papers of 
importance have been fubmitted to my infpe&ion, andfundry 
examinations of perfons taken before me ; from whence, and 
from other very authentic and well-fele£ted information, 
communicated to me by fome intelligent friends who refided 
many years on the fpot *, I have ftated the following par- 
ticulars, which I truft, not only prove, beyond all contra- 
diction, the right of the Britifh crown to the fovereignty of 
this delightful and moft valuable country, but alfo ffieW that 
fuch advantages will neceflarily refult to our revenues* com- 
merce, and navigation, from its farther fettlement and im- 
provement ; fuch eafy channels be opened from our poffeffion 
of it, of attacking the Span ife dominions in time of war, 
and fuch grateful returns be made to the private adventurer, 
for whatever fums may be expended in its cultivation, as well 
deferve the moft ferious attention of government* Left, 
however, it fhould be fuppofed that my duty, as one of his 
Majefty's council, requires me tofupprefs every information 
which I have received on this occafion, I think it neceffary to 
premife, that I have ftated no one fadt or circumftance, but 
what is of public concern to the inhabitants of Great Britain, 
.and of common notoriety on the Mufquito more. — But tho* 
I have ftri&ly obferved this rule throughout the whole of this 
paper, I think myfelf, at the fame time, free to declare, that, 
neither in my capacity above mentioned, or otherwife, have I 
yet met with any information, reafoning, or occurrence what- 
ever, which either ought to, or can, in the fmalleft degree, 
invalidate or weaken the account which I am about to give. 



* For the description which follows of the country, and its native inhabitants, 
I am principally indebted to the Rev. Mr. \V***** who refided fome years on 
the Mufquito fhoie, and which I give chiefly *n his own words, becaufe I cannot 
hope to add perfpicuity or force to his very fatitfadorv and elegant account. 

With. 
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With this plea I proceed ; — and firft, in regard to the right 
which Great Britain has to the dominion of this country, the 
following fafls appear to me to be clear and incontrover- 
tible : — namely, that the native Indians of this country have 
never been conquered by* nor did they ever fubmit to, the •" 
Spanifh government ; — that the Spaniards had never any 
fettlement ampng them ; — that, during the courfe of upwards 
of one hundred years, they have maintained a ftrift and un- 
interrupted alliance and friendfhip with the fubje&s of Great 
Britain ; — that they have made a free and formal ceflion of 
the dominion of thejr country to his Majefty's predeceflbrs, 
acknowledging the King of Great Britain for their fovereign, 
before the American treaty concluded at Madrid in 1670 ;— 
that this ceffion.of the Indians to the Britifh crown was ac- 
cepted on behalf of the King of Great Britaii\, has been fre- 
quently, and very formally repeated by the natives; — and 
finally, that this accumulation of Britifh right was not im^- 
paired by the laft treaty of peace. Thefe pofitions, I fay, 
appear to me to be certain and indifputable. 

The two firft are admitted by the Spaniards themfelves. In 
regard to the next, namely, the alliance of the natives with 
the fubje&s and crown of Great Britain, and their fubmiflion 
to its government, previous to 1670; the following circum- 
ftances, which I prefume may be abundantly confirmed by 
original papers, now in the plantation office, are recorded by 
Sir HansSloane, who was himfelf prefent in Jamaica, when- 
the Mufquito king, in perfon, applied to the Duke of Albe- 
marle, governor of that ifland, in the reign" of James the 
Second, to renew his allegiance, and to crave protection. 
€€ Trie memorial and fubftance (fays Sir Hans) of what he 
(the Mufquito king) and the people with him, reprefented to 
the Duke of Albemarle was, that in the reign of Charles the 
Firft, the Earl of Warwick, by virtue of letters of reprifal, 
poflefled himfelf of fevcral iflands in the Weft Indies, parti- 
cularly that of Providence (fmce called by the Spaniards St, 
CaUlina}, which is fituated In 13 io' N. lat. lying eaft from 
Qape Gracias-a-Deos (vulgarly known by the name of the 
Mufquitos) between 30 and 40 leagues; which put the faid 
Earl upon all ways and means of future correfpondence with 
the natives of the faid Cape and neighbouring country, and 
in fome little time he was fo fuccefsful as to gain that point, 
and prevailed with them fo far as to perfuade them to fend 
twaae the king's fon, leaving one of his people as hoftage for 
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him, which was Colonel Morris, now living at New York* 
The Indian prince going home with the faid Earl, ftaid in 
England three years, in which time the Indian king died, 
and the natives having in that time had intercourfe and com* 
merce with thofe of Providence, were foon made fenfible of 
the grandeur of his Majefty of Great Britain, and how ne- 
cefiary his prote&ion was to them ; and upon the return of 
the faid Indian prince, they perfuaded him to refign up bis 
authority and power over them, and with them unanimoufly 
declare themfelves the fubje&s of his faid Majefty of Great 
Britain, in which opinion (continues Sir Hans) they have 
ever fince perfifted, and do own no other fupreme command 
over them." (Hift. of Jamaica, ift edit. vol. i. p. 76.) 

In the month of June 1670, the famous American treaty 
was fjgned at Madrid, of which the 7 th article (lands as 
follows : 

" The King of Great Britain, his heirs and fucceflbrs, 
(hall have, hold, and poflefs, for ever, with full right of fo- 
vereign dominion, property, and pofleflion, all lands, coun- 
tries, iflands, colonies, and dominions whatever, fituated in 
the Weft Indies, or in any part of America* which the faid 
King of Great Britain, and his fubjeds, do at this prefent 
hold and poilefs * fo that in regard thereof, or upon any co- 
lour or pretence whatever, nothing may, or ought, ever to be 
urged, nor any queflion or controverfy moved, concerning the 
fame hereafter. ,, Let us now refer to the laft treaty of peace, 
of which the 17th article is as follows : " His Britannic Ma- 
jefty fhall caufe to be demoHlhed all the fortifications which 
his fubje&s (hall have ere&ed in the Bay of Honduras, and other 
places of the territory of Spain, in that part of the world, with- 
in four months after the ratification of this treaty, &c." 

From ignorance, as it would feem, that the firft of thefe 
articles ever exifted, or from fome moft unaccountable mifap- 
prehenfion and mifconftruQion of the fecond, has folely arifen 
any doubt of his Majefty's juft right to the fovereignty of this 
country ; for it mud be remembered that the Mufquito fliorc 
is no part of the Bay of Honduras, nor was it everefteemed 
as fuch by the Spaniards themfelves, as plainly appears by 
every chart of this coaft in ufc among them. The Bay or 
Gulf of Honduras extends from C. Catoche, in N. lat, 
21 o', W. long. 86° 20' (reckoning from London), to Cape 
. Honduras, in lat. N. 16 and W. long. 85 55'. Froqp. 
Cape Honduras to the northern branch or mouth of the late 
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Nicaragua, commonly called St. John's River, in lat. about 
io° 25", lies the fea coaft of the country commonly called the 
Mufquito fhore ; a country on which the Spaniards never had 
any footing, claim of occupancy, or pofTeffion, from the begin* 
ning of the world to this day. If they had, they relinquished 
it by the firft of the foregoing articles ; for the native Indians 
of this country, who had happily preferved their freedom and 
independency amidft the general carnage and defolation which 
the Spaniards had fpread over the territories around them, 
had already applied for, and obtained, the Biitifli prote£tion; 
acknowledging the King of England for their fovereign ; as 
we have already (hewn : fo that irr fa£ they were included in 
the very words of the above article ; being at that time, to all 
intents and purpofes, fubjeds of the Britifh crown. This 
their fubmiffion to the fovereignty of Great Britain, was not 
only mod folemnly renewed, by the Mufquito king in perfon, 
to the Duke of Albemarle, when governor of Jamaica, as 
before dated ; but it is a fad not to be denied, that they have 
made it a point to give to almoft every fucceeding governor, 
frefh aflurancesof their allegiance: in confeqiience of which, 
Great Britain did, for upwards ot a century, afford them 
protection ; and has for many years conftantly diftribqted 
annual prefjents among their native chieftains. — In the yea* 
1741, a regular eftablifhment of troops, under the command 
of a fuperintendant, was fixed therp; and an admimftratiori 
of juftjce, by magiftrates and courts of quarter fef&on, was 
conftituted in 1744, which continued to fubfift under the 
aufjpices of government, till the laft peace, when the troops 
and military (lores were removed, and orders given to dif~ 
mount the guns, and difmantle the fortifications which our 
people had built, for the prote£tion of themfelves and their 
faithful friendly allies the native Indians, who were now to 
beexpofedto the implacable refentment of a power from which 
they had every thing to dread, and by which, but for our 
proteftion, they had long ago been exterminated. Thefe im- 
politic orders were evidently grounded on a molt unaccount- 
able notion, that the Mufquito fhore was part of the Bay of 
Honduras; an aftonifhing inftance of inattention, to call it 
by no harfher name* As it is no part of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, fo neither is it any part " of the territory of 
Spain in that part of the world;" for, admitting the Spanifh 
claim of predifcovery of the whole of this coaft, aiderf as it. 
was by the benevolent grant of Pope Alexander the Sixth, 
and admitting even (which I have fhewn is not the cafe) that 
, Y4 *** 
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the fubjefls of England had no intercpurfe with {hi? country 
previous to the conclufion of the American treaty in 1670^ 
will it be pretended, in a nation fo enlightened as ours, 
that circuniftances of this kind are fufficient to juftify the 
pretenfions of the Spanifh crown to enflaye a free people, 
who, if not the fubjects of Great Britain, are, tyy fhe lavs 
of God, and the unerring diflates of human nature, free* 
at this day, to yield allegiance to what power they pleale? 
Slaving thus briefly /hewn, that the right of Cjreat Bri- 
tain to the fqvereign dominion of this country i§ founded qiv 
the heft of all titles, namely, the unreftrajnecj aq$ fpppte- 
neous confent of its tree and ancient inhabitants, I AS all qqw 
give the heft account I am able of the country itfelf. 

The fea coaft, as before defcribed, extends from Cape 
Honduras to the northern branch of the Nicaragua, or; St. 
John's River, 4 fpace of one hundred and eighty leagues; and 
if the cliftant mountains which bound the Spanifh territories 
behind, be confidered as the inland line, Great Britain pof- 
fefTes an extent of country here, mpre than half as, large as 
the kingdom of Portugal. 

Qf the prefent Britiih fettlements, the three principal arc 
Black River, about twenty -fix leagues nearly eaft from Cape 
Honduras; Cape Gracias-a-Dioi in lat. 14 34/, about fifty- 
four leagues nearly E. S. E. from Black River; and Blew- 
fields, about feventy leagues, nearly fouth, from Cape Gra- 
cias~a-Dios. 

From Blewfields to Black River the country is generally 
flat for many miles from the iea-coait; but it rifes into hills 
much fooner to the weftward of Black River, and to the 
fouthward of Blewfields. 

Every variety of animal and vegetable nature for ufe or 
beauty, for food or luxury, has been moft liberally beftowed 
on this country. It is every where plentifully watered; a$d 
the foil is alipoft every where fertile in a very uncommon 
degree, and capable of producing, in the utmoft perfection, 
whatever is.produced between the tropics. The cotton bufli, 
the cocoa or chocolate nut, and venelloes, flourifti fpon- 
taneoufly all over the country. Indigo, too, is a native, and 
appears to be of the lame fort with that of the neighbouring 
province of Guatimal, which is accounted the heft of any.. 
The fugar-cane arrives here to as great perfection as in any 
of the iflands; and thequantity of mahogany and farfaparill^ 
annually exported from hence to Great Britain, renders the 
fettlement already an object of no final I importance in the fcale 
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of her commerce and navigation. The rivers and co?fts 
abound >yith excellent fi(h ; and the fineit tur V , both for food 
gnd /hell, is found here in greater plenty than u. any part of 
the known world.. To which it may he added, and it is a cir- 
cumftance of no fmall utility ih an infant fettlsnn-.nt, that 
the mpaphs of many of the principal rivers produce a pro- 
digious quantity of oyfters, both of the rnangrovv and flat 
fpecies J of the latter fort, there are banks ihat appear in- 
^xhauftible; fo that, with regard to food, the inhabitant of 
this country feera aim oil: to be exempted from the general 
SVirfe entailed on our firft parents. 

In 1 770, there were, exclusive of the natives, about 140Q 
inhabitants, fubje£ts of Great Britain, of whorn 206 were " 
whites, about as many more of mixed blood, and about ooq 
{laves. Of thefe, 135 whites, 112 mixtures, and about « oq 
(laves, were at, or within a few miles of Black P>iver; 
yrhich however is, in almoft every view, one of the moft in- 
eligible fituations for a capital; and, inded, it became the 
firft fettlement, chiefly on account of what caufes this, ineli- 
gibility; its nearnefs to one extremity of the fhore, and there 
being only about fix feet water on its bar, having rendered 
this river the rea<}ieft and fafeft retreat for our logwood cut- 
ters, who were driven from the Bay of Honduras in 1730. 

Blewfields has very greatly the advantage over Black 
River in feveral refpedls, and bids fair to become a place of 
importance. There is generally twelve or thirteen feet water 
at the entrance into the harbours The BlufF, an extenfive 
rocky eminence, of very eafy defence, has naturally almoft 
every requifite for a town ; and prefents fo bold a bank to the 
Jiarhour, that veiTels of any burden may lie clofe to it when 
they load; and feveral noble rivers, after having Watered 
focne of the richeft land, perhaps, in the world, empty them- 
felve&in the vaft lagoon, of which this hahour is part. 
|}ut it is full of worms, and much too far to the fouthward. 

The harbour of Cape Gracias-a-Dios is formed by an anq 
of the fea, large enough to hold the navy of Great Britain, 
and open only from E. by S. to S. S. W. from which pointy 
the wind feldora blows there. The inhabitants live on the 
edge ojf a very large favanna, perpetually covered with the 
910ft fattening p^lturage, and. bounding on the river Wanks,, 
yrhich arife$ ye?y near the South Sea, and after fucceflively 
patting the Spaniards, Indians friendly to the Spaniards*, 
Indians frie#41y. \o us, and VI ufquito Indian^ roli§ over a 
^jfllpw^^t9|befcaat\hiscap9, . 
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The ftrength of current, and various courfe of this river, 
arid many other obftru&tons to meafurement of diftance, 
make it very difficult to afcertain the breadth of the con- 
tinent ; but mules have been brought down to the cape from 
a place fuppofed to be confiderably more than a hundred 
leagues up the river, from whence it is faid to be only two 
days ride through the woods to the Spanifh city of Leon. 

There are feveral fmall fettlemerits between this cape and 
Blewfields, and one (till farther to the fouthward. 

The Mufquito Indians, properly fo called, and who have 
been fo juftly remarkable for their fixed hereditary hatred of 
the Spaniards, and attachment to us, were formerly very 
numerous; but they were much reduced fomfc years ago by 
the fmall-pox. Their prefent number is from feven to tert 
thoufand fighting men, formed into different tribes, both by 
nature and policy; by nature, from the general diftin&ion 
of pure Indians and Samboes; by policy, as living and a£t- 
ing under feveral chieftains, called king, goverhor, general, 
and admiral, each of whom has a different territory, and 
nearly independent jurifdiftiori, though the king has an iro* 
perfe&ly defined fupremacy bath in power and dominion. 

The general's people are Samboes, and ftretch from Black 
River to near Cape Gracias-a-Dios. The king's chief refi- 
dence is about twelve leagues fouth of the Cape; his people 
are alfo Samboes, and his immediate precinft reaches to the 
Cape, and runs far up the country. The governor's pre- 
cindfc joins to the king's, and extends between twenty and 
thirty leagues to the fouthward, till it meets the admiral's. 
The people under thefe chieftains are pure Indians. 

The Samboes are fuppofed to derive their origin from a 
Guinea fhip, which, it is faid, was wrecked on the coaft 
above a century ago. Certain it is, that their hair, com- 
plexion, features, and make, clearly prove an African an- 
cefti v ; from whom they have alfo inherited fome of the 
worn charafiteriftics of the worft African mind ; for they 
are generally falfe, defigning, treacherous, knavifh, impu- 
dent, and revengeful. 

The pure Indian^ are fo called, becaufe they are free from 
any mixture of negro blood; and their general condu£t 
gives a very favourable idea of Indian nature.' They are 
feldom guilty of pofitive evil,andoftcn rife to pofitive good, 
when pofitive good does not require much exertion of mind. 
Their modefty, docility, good faith, difpofition to friendli- 
nef$ and gratitude, ought to engage equally our regard and 
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prote&ion ; for the fame virtues that render them amiable, 
will be likely to bring on their deftra&ion from the enter- 
prifing ambition of the Samboes* 

The proper management of thofe heterogeneous people, 
watching over, guiding, and tempering the Sambo reftleflhefs, 
and giving encouragement and a&ivity to the inoffenfive but 
indolent difpofition of the pure Indians, feem to be fome of 
the moft important objeds of our policy. 

The Britilh fettlcrs have hitherto been employed chiefly 
in cutting mahogany, digging farfaparilla, getting tortoife- 
iliell, and purchafing (kins from the Indians ; of which the 
far greater part has been fhipped to England in Britilh vef- 
fels. The exports in 1769 were about 800,000 fuperficial 
feet of mahogany, 2oo,ooolb. of farfaparilla, and io,ooolb. 
jot tortoife-ihell. There is alfo a fmall trade with the bor- 
dering Spaniards, and a few mules are dccafionally fent to 
Jamaica. 

But a little encouragement would foon roufe a more ex- 
tend ve and liberal fpirit; the fpirit of cultivation ; which, 
even in the prefent ftate of the colony, has begun to exert 
itfelf with the faireft appearanre of fuccefs ; a little induftry 
would foon difcover an almoft inexhauftible variety of woods, 
gums, and dyes, and the country abounds in very valuable 
fhip-timber. 

Much, however, remains ftill to be done, before much 
benefit can be derived, either to the colony or to the mother- 
country, from what has been done already. Of the motives 
which have hitherto prevented the Britifh miniftry from giv- 
ing form and permanency to the fettlement, and affording 
it that open countenance and full fupport, under which it 
would certainly and rapidly rife to a place of the firft import- 
ance, it becomes me, perhaps, to pronouace with caution ; 
but I hope I (hall not offend in obferving that the dubious 
and unavowed plan of conduft, with which government has 
conduced itfelf, in regard to this colony, ever fince the cbn- 
clufion of the laft peace, neither tends to its fpeedy increafe, 
nor much redounds to the honour and dignity of a great and 
powerful nation. Either the native Indians have purchafed 
our prote&ion, by the ceffion of their country, and an un- 
interrupted allegiance of upwards of a century, or they have 
not. If they have, and the contradt was reciprocal ; if the 
fulled protection and fupport was repeatedly promifed thciq» 
pn the part, and by the authority, of the Britifh crown ; if, 
fp conference thereof, they have hitherto received our pea* 
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pic with ppen arms, have conftantly encouraged, and aflifled 
them to the utmoft of their powjer* always confidering our 
enemies as theirs ; if, by thefe means, they have incurred 
the implacable refentment, not only of the Spanifli na'ion, 
but alfo of many powerful Indian tribes, in alliance with 
that crown, and entailed inevitable deftruQion on themfelves 
und their children, in cafe we now defert tfiem ; and finally, 
if the many advantages above ftated, are likely to accrue to 
our commerce and navigation* from the poileffioB of this 
country ; if thefe, I fay, arq fads notorious (and no perfoxi, 
1 am perfuaded, who has any knowledge of the fub]e£t, will 
attempt to prove the contrary}, it will, perhaps, be difficult 
ioaffign a reafon which bears even the colour of plaufibility, 
for the negle& and difregard which is now (hewn to thefe 
poor, friendlefs, and affeftionate people, and to the intereft^ 
of the Britifh fettlers among them, who indeed are now 
daily decreafing, and, if the prefenl fyftem with regard to 
them is much longer purfued, mud either quit the country, 
Or perifh in the ruin that feems to await them. 

Corifidered in every point of view, the defertion of this 
colony appears impolitic and extraordinary. The eafy means 
of attacking the Spanifli dominions in time of war, and even 
fluking her vaft empire in South America to the foundation, 
by the way of the lake of Nicaragua, afford fo mighty a 
profpeft of conqueft, wealth, and glory to the Britifh arms, 
that I cannot perfuade myfelf government has ever been right- 
ly informed in a circumftance of h great importance. J 
have been affured, if J am not greavly deceived in my recol- 
lection, that a veflel of thirty tons has failed up to the en- 
trance of this lake, which very veffel afterwards made a voy- 
age to Jamaica. Froqi the interior boundary of the lake to 
the ncareft part of the South Sea coaft, the diftance does pot 
exceed ten or twelve leagues, through a level gouutry : it \s 
true, indeed, the entrance into the river, from the harbour 
of St, John's, is fomewhat obftruQed by a bar, on which 
there areonJy five feet water ; but the inconveniency refult- 
iag from hence, may be cured furely in a great meafure, in 
cafe an armament is fent here, by conftru&ing the tranfport 
yeffels for conveying troops up the lake with flat bottoms. 
The harbour above mentioned, called St. John's, is very 
capable of containing from ten to fifteen {nigs of war, with 
{hallow water-births of about three fathom ; and there is 
fpom enough for an hundred fail of tranfports befides, which 
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will lie perfectly fecure from the north and fouth winds, the 
only dangerous winds on the coaft. 

The harbour of Cape Graciasa-Dios has been mentioned 
already : but the fineft harbour in all the continent, from Hon- 
duras to Porto Bello, is undoubtedly the Boca- del-Tor a \ a 
place not only capable of containing the whole navy of Great 
Britain with good anchorage throughout, but which has 
within it many excellent harbours, fheltered from the wind 
at every point of the cpmpafs ; it commands a tract of coun- 
try one hundred miles in extent, and joins a lagoon, called 
the Cherrique lagoon. The rivers that empty themfelve* 
into this lagoon are indeed little known to any people ex- 
cept our Mufquito Indians, who fay they have traced fomc 
of them quite back to the Spanifh fettlements. They aver, 
that there is a lagoon on the South Sea coaft, right oppofitg to 
the Cherrique lagoon, and that thefe lagoons have a commu- 
nication with each other, by means of fome of the rivers 
above mentioned : certain it is, that from a hill on the inte- 
rior banks of the Cherrique lagoon* there is a fpacious pro- 
fpe& of both feas. The navigation into the harbour we are 
now fpeaking of; will be attended with no kind of difficulty 
to (hips of the largeft tonnage, the fmalleft depth being five 
fathom. 

But the lake of Nicaragua, beyond all difpute, prefents 
the moft obvious and certain channel of attacking the Spa- 
niards with fuccefs in the richeft of their South American 
fettlements ; and for this reafon alone, if for no other, it is 
humbly in fitted, the poffeflion of the Mufquito fliore is an 
objeft of the greateft importance to Great Britain ; — I was 
going to add, of more value than even the pofjefjion of Gibraltar 
If elf. 

B. Edwards. 
Jamaica, loth Nov. 1773. 
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During this fefiion, the following bill patted the Houfe of 
Commons ; but was poftponed by the Hbufe of Lords for 
fubfequent confideratiori. We have inferted it by defire. 



A Bill, intituled, An Jcl for procuring Accounts of all charitable 
Donations for the Benefit of poor Perfons, in the feveral Pa* 
rijhes and Places within that Part of Great Britain called 
England # . 

XXTHEREAS it is proper that the legiflature, who are 
* * extending their inquiries into the ftate and condition 
of the poor, ihould be informed of the feveral charitable 
donations for the ufe and benefit of poor perfons ; which 
information cannot be effectually obtained without the aid 
and afliftance of Parliament : 

May it therefore pleafe your Majefty, 
That it may be ena&ed ; and be it ena&ed by the King's 
mod excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
fent Parliament aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, 
that a fufficient number of printed copies of this a£t fhall, 
as foon as conveniently may be after the paffing hereof, be 
tranfmitted by George White, Efq. one of the clerks of the 
Houfe of Commons, to the clerks of the peace of every 
county, riding, diviflon, city, liberty, and place having clerks 
of the peace, in England and Wales ; and that the faid feve- 
ral clerks of the peace fhall, and they ar£ hereby required, 
with all convenient fpeed, to caufe a fufficient number of the 
Schedule, to this A& annexed, to be printed, and delivered, 
together with a printed copy of this adfc, to every higb con- 
liable, or, where there fhall be no high conftable, to fuch other 
proper officer, who hath the execution of precepts from juf- 
tices of the peace, within fuch refpe&ivejurifdi&ions ; and alfo 
to the town clerk, or other proper officer, of every city, 
borough, or place, and alfo to receive the anfwers and returns 

* This copy includes the Lords' alterations, 
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made by the minifter and churchwardens, purfuant to the 
dirf Sions herein after given, and tranfmit fuch anfwers and 
returns to the clerk of the Parliaments, with all convenient 
fpeed, in order that the fame may be fnfpeclcd by the mem- 
bers pi both Houfes of Parliament, updn pain of forfeiting 
fot every negledt and default a fum not exceeding ten 
pounds, nor lefs than five pounds; 

And be it further enacted, That the faid feveral high con- 
ftables, town clerks, or other proper officers fo defcribed as 
aforefaid, frtall receive from the faid clerks' of the peace the 
faid printed fchedules, as foon as conveniently may be,' and 
attend two of more of the jirfttces of peace a&ing wtthirf their 
refpe&ive limits, with fome of the faid printed fchedules, and 
at the fame time produce and (hew to them the faid printed 
acT, in order that they may appoint a convenient time and 
place for the meeting herein after directed ; and the juftfces 
are hereby required to appoint the fame, and to fign the pre- 
cept contained in the faid fctoedule, as herein after mentioned; 
and every juftice figning fuch precept, ihall receive one of the 
faid printed fchcdules ; and the faid high conftables, town 
clerks, or other proper officers, after receiving fuch precept, 
fliall fill up the blanks iu the precept in eve/y ichedulfc, direct- 
ing the time and place for the meeting, in like manner as 
they (hall be filled up by the juflices, and (hall, with all con* 
venient fpeed, deliver, or caufe to be delivered, one fuch fche- 
dule to the rector, vicar, 1 or officiating minifter, and alfo to 
the churchwarden or churchwardens, chapel warden or chapel- 
wardens, in every pari(h, townfliip, or place, within their re- 
fpe&ive limits; and, in places where there fliall be no mini- 
fter, churchwarden, or chapel warden, to the overfeers or over- 
feer of the poor, if any ; and if there fhail be no fuch over- 
feer, to fome fubftantial houfeholder refiding within the fame ; 
and the faid high conftables, town clerks, or other proper 
officers, (hall fign their names at the foot of the precept con- 
tained in the faid fchedtile, under the words there written for 
that purpofe, before they deliver the fame, and (hall attend 
the faid refpedive meeiir.gs, and then and there produce the 
laid aft, and receive the feveral anfwers and mums made by 
the minifter and churchwardens, and indorfe upon the back 
of each of them the name cf th? hundred, rape, wapentake, 
lathe, precinct, foke, franchife, liberty, city, town, or county 
corporate, wherein the parith, townfliip, or place the'reid 
mentioned is fituate, and tranfmit the jams, together with 
a true and perfed lilt of the names of the minifter and church- 
wardens, 
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wardens, pverfeer^or houfeholder, of every parifh, townfhip, 
or place, to whom fuch fchedules had been delivered by 
them refpc&ively as aforefaid, to the feveral clerks of the 
peace at the then next Michaelmas quarter-feffions of the 
peace or the adjournment thereof (which adjournment the 
julViges at fuch Michaelmas quarter-feffions are required to 
make, to fome convenient day within one calendar month af- 
ter fuch Michaelmas quarter- feflions, in cafes where any fuch 
returns {hall not be made at the faid Michaelmas quarter fef- 
fionsj; and every fuch high conflable, town clerk, or other 
proper officer* fliall forfeit for every default or negle<ft*in 
the p rem ties, a fum not exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than 
five pounds. 

And be it further ena£ted> That the feveral juflices of the 
peace, within their refpe&ive jurifdiAions in England and 
. Wales, to whom fuch fchedule fhall have been delivered, as 
aforefaid, (hall, as foon as conveniently may be after receiv- 
ing the fame, and feeing thisa&, appoint a, time and place, or 
times and places, which time or .times fhall be before the fif- 
teenth day of September, one thou fa nd feven hundred and fe*» 
venty-fevenj for the re&or or vicar, or, in their abfence, fofr v 
the officiating minifler and church wardens or chapel wardens, 
or for the^overfeer or fubftantial houfeholder, as aforefaid, 
within their refpe&ive jurisdictions, to attend them at fuch. 
meeting or meetings, for the purpofes of this a&, with re- 
turns and anfwers to the queftions flated in the faid fchedule; 
and two or more of the faid juflices fhall and are hereby re- 
quired to caufe notice in writing to be given of fuch meeting 
to fuch minifler and churchwardens or chapel wardens, over- 
feer or houfeholder refpedtiyely by their precept,as herein be- 
fore dire&ed, twenty-eight days at leaft before the day to be 
appointed for fuch meeting, requiring their attendance at fuch 
meeting, for the purpofes of thisadt ; which precept (hall be 
in the form or to the effect contained in the faid fchedule/ 

And be it further ena died. That the minifler and church- 
wardens, overfeer, or houfeholder, as aforefaid, of every fuch 
parifli, townfhip, and place, fhall, and are hereby required to 
attend the juflices of the peace at fuch meeting or meetings, 
and then and there deliver, to the faid juflices, in writing, 
figned by them, upon oath, a juft and true account of all 
charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons within 
their refpeAive parifhes or places, diflinguilhing, as far as 
may be, by whom, when, and in> what manner, and for what 
purpofe given ; likewife whether fuch refpe'ALve donation* 
were in land or money, andin whwvuo^ ^^^wk^VavN* 

VQL.V. Z <** 
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the annual produce thereofrefpeftively,by WayofanfWef and 
return to the faid queftions, as before dire fled; and that 
every minifter and church warden, overfeer,or houfeholder, as 
aforefaid, making default in any of the matters hereby re* 
quired, fhall, for every fuch neglect or default, forfeit a fnm 
not exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than fire pounds, at 
thedifcretion of thejufticc or ju ft ices before whom complaint 
thereof (hall be made : and in order to enable the faid minifter 
and churchwardens, o verfeers, or houfeholders, to make pro- 
per artfwers and returns, they are hereby authorized and 
empowered to call for and infpeft any deed, will, inftrument, 
or other writing, relating to fuch charitable donations, orany 
copy thereof, where the original cannot be had, which fhall 
refpe&ivcly be in the cuftody of any perfon or perfons to 
whom application fhall be made for that purpofe,and to make 
extradts of fuch part or parts thereof refpedtively as (hall be 
neceflary for the purpofes of this aft; and in cafe any peffott 
or perfons, to whom any fuch application fhall be made, fhall 
refufeor ncgleft to permit fuch infpe&ion, copies, orextrafis 
to be made, the faid minifter and churchwardens, GverfeeM 
andhoufeholders,fhali make complaint thereof to the jufttee* 
at their faid meeting, which juftices fhall forthwith fummon 
the perfon or perfons, againft whom fuch complaint fhall be 
made, to appear before them at a time and place to be ap- 
pointed for that purpofe by fuch fummons, before the then 
next Michaelmas quarter-feffions, to which time and place 
fuch meeting of the juftices fhall be adjourned, and to pro- 
duce before the juftices at fuch meeting, fuch deed, will, of 
other inftrument, or copy thereof, or fhew caufe to the con- 
trary ; at which meeting the minifter, churchwardens, OYer- 
feers, and houfeholders refpedtively, making fuch complaint, 
fhall attend; and if fuch deed, will, inftrument, or copy, 
fhall be produced, the faid minifter and churchwardens, over- 
feers and houfeholders, refpedtjvely, fhall then and there in- 
fneft the fame for the purpofes of this acl ; but if the fame 
fhall not be produced, nor any fufficient caufe fhewn to the 
contrary, to the fatisfaclion of fuch juftices, every perfon 
or perfons concealing ot withholding the fame fhall forfeit a 
ium nor exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than five pounds, at- 
the difcretion of the juftice or juftices before whom complaint 
thereof fhall be fo made. 

And he it further cnafted, That the faid juftiees of the 
peace fhall, and they are hereby alfo required, at fuch meet- 
ing or meetings- fo to be appointed by them as aforefaid, 
t& receive and take the anfwers-and returns to be made hy 
'. J * the 
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thfe mlnifter and churchwardens, overfeers and houfeholders, 
refpe&ively, purfuant to the directions a fore fa id, and then 
and there adminifter to them refpe&ively the oath contained 
in the fa id fchedule ; and fuch juftices, if they fee can fe^ 
may examine fuch minifter and churchwardens, overfeers and 
houfeholders refpeSively upon oath, touching any of the 
matters contained in fuch queftions and anfwers ; and the 
faid j uft ices (hall then deliver fuch anfwers and returns to the 
refpeftive high conftables, town clerks, or other proper offi- 
cers* as aforefaid, in order that the fame may he by thertl 
tranfrnitted to the clerks of the peace, as herein is directed. 
And be it further ena&ed, That there (hall be paid and 
allowed for the trouble and eXpenfes of the feveral per fons 
employed in the tranfa&ions aforefaid, for «very return 
which (hall be fo made and tranfrnitted to the clerks of the 
peace, purfuant to the directions aforefaid, the fums follow- 
ing, and no more; (vis.) to the clerk of the peace, for 
the return which (hall be made from every parith, tovynfliip* 
or place, the fum of one (hilling; to the highconftable, town 
clerk, or the other proper officer, for the like* the fum of one 
. {billing ; to the clerks of the juftices of the peace, for the 
like, the fum of fixpence ; and that the juftices of the peace, 
at their refpe&ive quarter feffions which (hall be held next af- 
ter Michaelmas, one thoufattd (even hundred and feventy- 
Ceven, (hall, and are hereby required to make an order upon 
their refpedive trcafurers, to pay the fame out of the rates 
to be made and collected for the refpedive counties, ridings, 
divifions, precinds, fokes, franchifes, liberties, cities, towfis, 
and counties corporate* 

And be it further ena&ed, That the feveral forfeitures and 
penalties infli&ed by this a& (hall, if not immediately paid, 
be levied by diftrefs and Tale of the offender's goods and chat- 
tels, by virtue of a warrant under the hand aodfeal of any 
juftice of the peace having juriCdid ion where fuch offender 
(hall dwell, rendering to the faid offender the overplus (if any) 
after the charge of fucb diftrefs and fale (hall be deducted j 
and in cafe fufficient diftrefs (hall not be found, then it ,(hall 
be lawful for fuch juftice to commit fuch offender to the com* 
rnon gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for a 
term not exceeding twelve calendar giontjis, nor lefs than fix. 
calendar months, at the difcretion of fuch juftice, unlefs the 
faid forfeiture and charges (hall be fdoner paid ; and the faid 
forfeitures, when recovered, (hall be paid and applied one 
half to the informer, and the other half to the faid refpe&ive 
7a I triafurers, 
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trtafurcrs, in aid of the rates aforefaid ; and any pcrfon {hall 
. be deemed a competent witnefs for the execution of any of 
the purpofes of this aft, notwithftanding his paying, or being 
liable to pay to fuch rates. 



SCHEDULE. 

{QUESTIONS, to which Anfwers are to be returned by virtue of 
an aclpajpdin the f event eenth year of his MajeJlyKing George 
the Third j intituled, u An acl for procuring accounts of all 
€€ charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons, in the 
" fever alpdri/bcs and places within that part of Great-Britain 

. « called England." 

FIRST QUESTION. 

"ITTHAT charitable donations are there, for the benefit 
** of poor perfons, within your parifh (or place); by 
whom, when, in what manner, and for what particular pur- 
pofe, were they given, to the beft of your knowledge, inform- 
ation, and belief? 

SECOND QUESTION. 
Were the t^fpeflive donations in land or money ; in whom 
are they now ^fted ; and what is the annual produce thereof, 
refpeftively? \ 

fc)RM of the OATH. 

XZOU (hall fwear, that the anfwers and return now made 
'**■ by you, to the quefttons contained in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, is a full and true anfwer to the faid 
queftions, to the beft of your knowledge, information, and 
belief. 

The RETURN to be annexed to the SCHEDULE. 

To be indorfed by the high ccnJiabJe, town clerk, or other proper 
officer , receiving the returns from the juflices» 

A NSWERS returned to the queftions in the fchedule an- 
^*- nexed, from the parifh (or place) of in the 

hundred, rape, wapentake, lathe, precindt, foke, franchife, 
liberty, city, town, or county corporate, of (as 

the caf<| fhall be); the day of 

Precept 
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Precept to the high conftable, &c. appointing a day and. 
place for taking the anfwers and returns, and requiring the' 
attendance of the minifter and churchwardens. 

}To the conftable 7 or town clerk, of or 

within the hundred (riding, divifion, liberty , city r , 
town, as the cafe jhall be) of in the f aid 

county j in order to carry into execution an aft made 
in the feventeenth year If the reign of his Afajefty. 
King George the Third, for procuring returns of all 
charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfins, . 

VfOU are hereby required, with all convenient fpeed, to 
■*■ give, or caufe to be given, notice to the re&ors and vi-. 
cars, or officiating minifters, of every parifh within your 
di drift, aforefaid ; and in places where there (hall be no mi* 
nirter or churchwarden, to the overfeer or overfeers of the 
poor ; and if no overfeer, to Tome fubftantial inhabitant of 
fuch place, by delivering, to each of them .a printed copy of 
the Schedule to the faid aft, with the time and place for the 
meeting filled up in the Precept, as herein appointed, that 
they are required to appear at on the day 

of next, at the hour of in the forenoon, 

then and theft to deliver upon oath, a juft and true account 
of all charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfons 
within their refpe&ive parifhes or places ; diftingui thing, as 
far as may be, by whom, when, and in what manner, and 
for what puipofes given ; likewife whether fuch refpe&ive 
donations were in land or money, and in whom now vefted, 
and what is the annual produce thereof refpedively ; on 
pain of forfeiting a fum not exceeding ten pounds, nor lefs 
than five pounds, for every negleft and default ; and that " 
they are authorized and empowered bf the faid aft to call 
for, and infpeft, any deed, will, or inftrument, or other writ- 
ing, relating to fuch charitable donations, or any copy there- 
of where the original cannot be had, which (hall refpeftively 
be in the cuftody of any perfon or perfons to whom they 
(hall make application for that purpofe, and to make ex- 
tracts of fuch part or parts thereof refpe&ively as (hall be 
neceflary for the purpofes of the faid aft i and that in cafe 

Z 3 . *ny 
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any perfon or perfons, to whom any fuch application (hall 
be made, (hall refufe or negleft to permit fuch infpe&ions, 
copies, or ex t rafts, to be made, the faid minifter, church* 
wardens, or fvich other perfons a fore faid, are to make com- 
plaint thereof to the juflices at the faid meeting, who are 
by the faid aft to fummon fuch perfons to produce the 
•fame before them at a time and place to be appointed, when 
and where the faid minifter, churchwardens, or other per- 
fons making fuch complaint, are to attend : and if the per- 
(bn againft whom fuch complaint (hall be made, doe* not 
produce the fame, or (hew good caufe for his refufal, to the 
fatisfaftion of the juftices, he is to forfeit a fum not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds, nor lefs than five pounds. Given under 
our hands, the day of in the year of our 

Lord 

The above precept contains the notice which I am dirc£lcd 
to. give to you. 

If. B. The high conftables^ town clerks, or other proper 
officers, before they deliver the Schedules, are required to 
fill up the blanks which (hew the appointment of the day 
and puce for the meeting, in the manner they are filled up 

by the juftices who fign the precept. 
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Ohfirvations on. the returns made 1$ the overjeers of the floor, h 
virtue of an 4ft of the lafifejfion ; and on the Bill for procur- 
ing returns of charitable donations for the benefit of poor perfonfr 

f T*HE leglflature, by virtue of an aft of the laft feflion of 
• Parliament, haye prqcured an accoupt of the. money 
raifed by the popr's rates within the year ending at Eafer 
1776, which amount to no Jefs than £.1,720,316. J4$." 'jdp 
including £ . r/,6c6.. ioj. 8^. applied p_ut of that fupi for 
the purppfe ofpailing vagrants, and other county expenfes ; 
£. 80,296. 14s. id. for the rent of workhoufes, and other 
h.oufes fpr the poor; awl £^S^T l f° r x ^ e expenfes of liti- 
gations : which account, has been abftra&ed, and is now 
printing for the ufe of the members of both Hpujes of Par- 
liament. 

• The fum thiis raifed upon the landed property of tbfe 
kingdom (fpr perfonal eftatcs contribute very little to it) 10 
e^ornipus : ' but it is to l?e lamented, that thefts very ample 
prpvifjpns $0 qpt ,adorinifter that comfort and convenici^ce 
IP the ppor, which might juftly be expend -from them; 
many of thp rnoft neceifitous and induftrious being exppfe^tp 
wgnt and diftrefs, whijfl: the idle and profligate find means 
of obtaining their fupport from this money. 

When the charities given for the benefit of the poor IbalJ 
be inquired into* .they will be found to be very considerable £ 
gnd» if faithfully applie4 for the purpofes dire&ed by the 
dQPprs, will be the jneans of affording rejief and fupport t9 
great numbers of poor perfons, and in their conferences 
of eafing the poor's rates : but it is apprehended, that many 
of them are either concealed, or very much perverted ; and 
it too frequently happens, that where there are the grcateft 
charities, idle perfons are induced to procure fettlements in 
thofe places, that they may be entitled to the benefit of 
them, and by that means, inftead, of diminifliing, increafe 
the poor's rates. 

From thefe feveral circumftances it appears, that there 
is fomething capitally defedive in the laws and police of 
this country, with refpefl to the relief and employment of 
the poor ; for which, it is hoped, fome fpeedy remedy will 
be provided. Many attempts for that purpofe have been 
fnadfi but hitherto without effeft: perhaps nothing can 

Z 4 contribute 
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contribute more to the fuccefs of any future endeavours, than 
a perfe«*l (late of the grievance. 

With regard to the poor fupported by parochial levies, the 
expenfes, in every parifh and place within England and 
Wales, will appear from the returns already procured ; and 
by the bill now depending in Parliament, the like returns 
will be had of all charitable donations, for the benefit of 
poor perfons, within every fuch parifh and plac?. 

When thofe feveral returns (ball be completer!, r.oble- 
men and gentlemen will be enabled to trace the burdt i:s of 
the poor under the rates, and alfo the charitable donations, 
into the feveral pariOies and places where their eftatc* Ue ; 
and will be naturally led to inquire how thofe great fums 
have been employed. 

If any charities (hall appear not to have been applied to 
the purpofes for which they were given, it is not doubted but 
means will be found to compel the defaulters to a due appli- 
cation, according to the intent of the feveral donors ; which 
may be the means of reviving many charities, now funk an<J 
loft, by the death of truftees, or otherwife ; and of correft- 
ing fome abufes which may have crept into many others, by 
rnifapplications ; and alfo of affording relief to many dif- 
tfeffed families, who rnodeftly conceal their neceflities ; and 
moreover may ultimately tend to reduce tire poor's levies. 

This bill is propofed to be executed and enforced by the 
juftices of peace, clerks of the peace, high conftables, mini- 
He rs and churchwardens, much in the fame manner as that 
of the laft feflions, for procuring returns from the oveffeers 
of the poor; and as the forms of the proceedings are fixed 
by the Schedule, it will be done with little trouble, and at a 
very moderate expenfe, confidering the magnitude of the 
objedh 
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ACCOUNT of the diftributjon 
pf money for any extraordina- 
ry expenfes in military fcrvices 

for 1776 174 

— > delivered by Meflrs. Har- 

ley and Drummond, of the invest- 
ment of money » ■■ 267 
of the Britifh fettlements 



* on the Mufquito flipre 328 to 337 

/Idair, Mr. Serjeant, oppoies the ful- 

penfion of the Habeas Corpus ad 

Adam, Mr. fpeaks in favour of the 
American high treafon bill 260 

f, * . rifes to explain the words /«r 
enough ' 26* 

Addrefs of the Houfe to the King on 
his fpeech from the throne 47 

r-- the King's anfwer thereto 48 

African Company offer a petition to 
the Houfe < 149 

■ . ordered to lie upon the table 

150 

Army extraordinaries, debates there- 
on 27$ to 280 

Archdeacon, Thomas, mariner, his 
deposition concerning the affair of 
Capt. Blair 318 

Aftley, Sir Edward, oppofes the inqui- 
ry into the affair or Capt. Blair 301 

Attorney General calls Mr. Luttrell 
to order ■ 6jr 



Attorney General anfwered by Mr. 
Luttrell 68 

j ftrenuoufly oppofes an in- 

quiry into the ftate of the navy 47 

— * riles in fupport of the Ame- 
rican high treafon bill 16ft 

.'■' ■ '■■■ ! u confiders rebellion . as the 
native growth of America ibid. 
- defends the intended fuf- 



penfion of the Habeas Corpus aft 

■ obferves his having been 

delcribed as the framer of the bill 

■■ ■ ■' endeavours to juftify every 

part of it — : ajfc 

— : replies to Mr. Dunning * 

•53 

Authentic papers, being copies of the 

laft eftimates prefented to Parlia- 
ment of the yearly expenfes of 
North America before the prefent 
war (See Eftimates) 80 to 14* 

Bacon, Mr. A. rifes in favour of the 
African Company's petition x 50 

Barre, Col. inquires into the powers 
with which Loud and Gen. Howe 
were inveftec- 37 

reads a paper relating to what 

paiTed between Gen. Wafhington 
and Col. Patterfoq — ib. 

Barre, 
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Barre, Col. aft* adminiftration why 
that affair was not made public 40 
Lord North's anfwer thereto 

4* 
— — declares he will be a watch up- 
on adminiftration ibid. 
— - arraigns the treafury bench with 
the want of manners 42 
■ ■ fupports the motion for revi- 
ling the ads relative to America 

feverely attacks Mr. Wedder- 

burne 58 

— infifts that government at home 
drove America into independency 

— in what manner that was ac* 
com pi idled 60 

rifes to oppofe the American 

high treafon bill 172 

m ■ ■ attacks the conduit of the war- 
office in the debates on the army 
extraordinaries 276 

m- expofes the infatiable avarice of 
contractors 2 78 

^— r- on the treaty with Hefle Cailel 

279 

Barrington, Lord, rifes in fupport of 
the character of the war-office 276 

m ^ m fpcaks in defence of the 

army extraordinaries 278 

Blair, Capt. and Dr. Irving, their 
cafe reprefentcd bv Gov. Johnflone 

280 

— -*- make a Settlement on the 

Mufquito fhore 281 

— - their property feized by the 

Spaniards — 282 

Lord Dartmouth's pro- 
ceedings thereon 284 

. the right of EngHffimsn to 

fettle en the Mufauito more, conii- 
dered by Gov. Johnftone 28$ 

their petition not fuffcrea 

to be read — 302 

copy of the petition 303 

his letter to Sir Bad Keith 

3°4 



Blair, Capt. prefents a memorial to 
Lord George Germaine 30$ 

copy of the account of the 

damage presented with the forego- 
ing memorial — 306 

— eftimate of the lofles luf- 

t'ained — 307 

copy of a letter to Lord 



George Germaine 309 

" : of Fre- 



copy of an affidavit 
derick Sund — 310 

copy of a letter to Lord 

Weymouth — - 311 

■— copy of another letter to 

Lord Weymouth 313 

■ copy of the proteft of Da- 



vid Miller, late mailer of the floop 
Morning Star — 314 

copy of the depofition of 



Thomas Aichdeacou, mariner 318 
copy of the depofition rf 

David Lamb, furveyor 319 

— copy of the depofition of 

Richard Burrell, mariner 310 
and of John Coffell, mate 

of the (loop Nancy 321 

recapitulation of facts 313 

, anfwer and reply thereto 

326 
Fuller, Mr. moves foF 45,000 feamen 

for the year 1777 — 66 
fpeaks further on that motion 

1° 
Burrel, Mr. fpoke a few words 10 

favour of the American high trea- 
fon bill — a 59 

Burrell, Richard, his depofition on 
the affair of the Morning Star 311 

Byng, Mr. (rates the fyftero of admi- 
n titration refpcc*tjng America 6s 

Cavendifh, Lord John, oppofes tbc 
addrefs to the King on his fpeech 8 

laments adminiftration not 

having liftened to the complaints 
of the Americans — — 9 

wifhes for a fpcedy peace 

with the Americans 10 

Cavencfifh, 
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Cavendifh, Lord John* reads the de 
claratioD of Gen. Howe 49 

*-♦— calls on adminiftration to 

declare whether it was a truth or a 

. forgery — 50 

" ■ ■ is referred by Lord North 

*to Lord G. Germaine, who believes 
it to be genuine — ibid. 

«■'■■ congratulates the Houfeon 

fuch an extraordinary meafure ibid* 
moves for a revifal of all 



ads of Parliament relative to Ame- 
rica — 51 

Chatham, Lord, difference of con- 
duct in him from what is found in 
the prefent admin iftration 2 9 1 

Clinton, Gen. his character fupported 
by the Hon. T. Townfhend 3 1 

Coffell, John, mailer of the (loop Nan- 
cy, his deposition in the affair of 
the Hoop Morning Star 3*1 

Convention between his Majefty and 
the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel 1 52 

Conway, Gen. declares againft the 
addrefsto the King on hisfpeech 46 

-»» arraigns the folly of the pre- 
fent adminiftration in American 
affairs — 26 1 

Cooper, Sir Grey, on the American 
high treafon bill 230 

«■■ " . ■ — defends the intended fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus act 236 

Cornwall, Mr. fpeaks to the bill for 
fufpending the Habeas Corpus act 

238 

■ ■ moves for an amendment 

241 

>»■ ■ ' — fpeaks by way of explana- 
tion to that amendment 258 

Declaration of Gen. Howe in Ameri- 
ca for reftoring peace 49 

Dempfter, Mr. lpeaks on the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus act 23 1 

Dqndas, Mr. (Ld. Advocate of Scot- 
land) fpeaks warmly for the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus act 232 

Dunning, Mr. attacks Gen. Howe's 
declaration in America 64 

■ ■■ ■ and the conduct of admini- 
ftration in that bufinefs 65 



Dunning, Mr. oppofei the American 

high treafon bill ~ >&$ 

... ■ argues in defence of the Ha* 
beas Corpus act — - ■ ibid. 

' ... . urges ihe danger of giving 
too much power to the crown . 167 

— — propoies a new ciftufe to the 
bill for fufpending. the HabeasCor* 
pus act — -± -239 

■■ >■ ■ takes a view of the obvious 
import of the above bill - 040 

— ^ agrees to an amendment tn 

the bill ~ ■ *$* 

•— *— replies to the Attorney (Ge- 
neral — h «s» 

— — — accufes the miniftry of being 
divided in their own opinions- ±6% 

«•— his motion for a new elaufe, 

agreed to without a divifion 264 

Edwards, Bryan, Efq. of Jamaica, his 
account of the Brittth fettlemerits 
on the Mufquito fhore 3*8 to 337 

Eftimates reported and agreed to with- 
out any debate 76 

___ — of North American ex- 
penfes before the prefent war «8o 

__ of the expenfes of barraeki 

in America — ibid. 

— of the expenfes of furnifli- 

ing the barrack rooms, and yearly 
expenfes' of * furniture, bedding* 
&c. &c. — — ' 82 

■ ■■- " ■ remarks on the eftimate 
for fuel and candles, &c. &c. 84 
remarks on the eftimate for 



an allowance to officers in lieu of 

lodging 87 

■ m remarks on the eftimates for 

furnifhing the barracks, &c. ibid. 
detail, (hewing how the 



expenie mentioned in the forego- 
ing eftimate arifes at the feveral 
pofts; and, firft, at Quebec 88 

— at the Three Rivers, and 
at Montreal and Chambly 90 

■———at Ofwegatchie and Nia- 
gara — 92 

at Detroit 93 

. at Michilliraackinac 94 

Eftimate 



index; 



EjEttmate of the expenfes (in detail) 
at Fort Ontario 95 

■ -* at Fort Stanwix and Fort 
George 96 

■ > . — - at Crown Point and Ticon- 

deroga — 97 

— ■ > at Halifax 98 
» ■ ■■ at AonapoJis Royal 99 

■ ■ ■ at Fort Frederick 100 
»»■ ■■ at Fort Cumberland and 

Louifbourg . — loi 

■ . at St. John's Ifland 10a 

- > at Mobile 103 
— — — at Penfacola . 104 
■■ ■ at Apalachie and St. Au- 

guftine — 105 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ at Fort Chartres 106 

■ at Fort Pitt 1 07 

— ■■ at Fort Charlotte and Fort 

Prince George — xo8 

»■ at Fort Augufta and Fort 

Frederick — 109 

detail of the expenfe of 



an allowance to officers in lieu of 

lodgings in garrifons where there 

.are no officers barracks 110 

~— — — at Quebec and Three RU 

vers ibid. 

at Montreal, Halifax, and 



St. Auguftine 

■ of expenfes attending two 



.troops of Rangers for Georgia 1 12- 
of expenfes incurred in 



and Edward, Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga, Schene&ada and 
Fort Stanwix — 1 14. 

at Eaft End, Meida Lake, 



Eftimate of the expenfes at Mobile, 
Fort Chartres, New Providence, 
and Bermudas - 117 

_ incidental charges at fun- 
dry places — ibid, 

—■ of the expenfes of the 

works at the forts in the diftrift of 
New York for 1766 118 

«~— — at Michiilionackinac ibid. 

— —^— at Detroit and Fort Erie 



one year in the department of 
the commiflary general of (lores 
and provifions.at New York x 13 
■ at Albany, Fort George 



Tort Breverton, Fort Ontario and 
Ononclago Falls, Oiwegatchie and 
Fort William Auguftus, Niagara 
and Little Landing, and Little 
Niagaia — 115 

~ at Fort Erie, Detroit, Mi- 



chillimackinac, Pennfylvania, and 
PetUacQla — 116 



chie 



119 

at Niagara and Ofwegat- 

110 

— at Albany and Fort Pitt 

1*1 
of expenfes attending a re- 
gular poft to and from New York 
to Albany — 1*3 

■ > of the naval department 

on the Lakes for 1 766 ibid, 

of the naval ftores necef- 



fary for the velTels on the Lakes 

x*4 

— of the expenfe offending 

provifions to Augufta, Prince 
George and Charlotte Forts i*6 

of the expenses of the 

quartermafter-generai at New 
York — ibid. 

expenfe of commiflary of 



mutters office for the northern and 

centre departments 118 

— — for the fouthern department 

1*9 
— of ordinary contingencies 

in Nova Scotia for one year 1 30 
- at Halifax garrifon and its 

environs — ibid. 

— at Fort Cumberland 131 

of the contingent expenfes 

of the garrifon of Louilbourg, Ifland 

Battery, and Colliery 13a 
of the annual expeafe of 

ftores and provifions for Quebec 

ibid, 
of the annual expenfes of 



the hofpital in the garrifon of Que- 
bec — — 133 
Educate 
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Eftimete of the expenfe* attending 
the brigadier-general's department 
in the northern diftrift 134 

i ! of the annual expenfe of 

Fort Amherft, St. John's Ifland 

136 

-m of the fuppofed expenfe of 

the quartermafter-generaTs de- 
partment at Albany 137 
• lift of the officers of the 



northern department of Indian af- 
fairs 138 

■ of expenfes neceflary ro 



or 
the repair of the feveral yards, &c. 
at Halifax in Nova Scotia 141 

■ of the total expenfes for 
one year — 148 

— — of invalids, officers widows, 
&c. prefented to the Houfe ibid. 

Examination of evidence before a 
committee relative to the fending 
lumber to the Weft Indies 

268 to 274 

— ■■ ■ Mr. Alexander Douglas's evi- 
dence — 2,68 

— Mr. Molyneux's (a member) 

. 269 

— ■■ Mr. Chriftopher Heincker, 

ftave merchant ibid. 

■ ■ — Mr. John Robert Hawkins, 

cooper — 271 

— - — Mr. Brooke Watfon's ibid. 

Sir Robert Henries, banker 

and merchant 272 
— Mr. Chriftopher Baldwin, a 

merchant — 273 

— — Mr. Jacob Hagen, a pipe- 

ftave merchant — 274 

Fieide, Mr. fpeaks to the American 

high treafon bill 320 

^ox, Mr. fupports the conduct of the 

minority — 44 

— his opinion of American inde- 
pendence — * ibid. 

deiires Lord North's concilia* 

tory motion to be read, which is 
read accordingly 45 



Fox, Mr. (fates the advantages of A* 
roerican commerce ' 46 

— begs the Houfe not to adjourn 
till a motion of confequence was 
made — — 49 

— — accufes administration of treat- 
ing the Houfe contemptuoufly 54 

confiders the American high 

treafon bill as the firft fcene of the 
fifth a& — • 169 

— — ftates the dangerous effect of the 
above bill — tjo 

— — enlarges on the fatal effects of Ap- 
pending the Habeas Corpus act 236 

reprobates the principles of the 

bill — 248 

— calls the attention of the Houfe 
to the court of France 249 

afTerts that more Americans are 

killed in the Gazette than in the 
field — 2 jo 

— — attacks Mr. Wedderburne and 
Mr. Adam — 263 

— congratulates the Houfe on car- 
rying Mr. Dunning's new claufe 
to the high treafon act 264 

humoroufly attacks the Solici- 
tor General — ibid. 

fupports Governor Johnftone 

in his motion in behalf of Captain 
Blair, &c. — 295 

Gafcoyne, Mr. oppofes the petition of* 
the African Company ijo 

General Faft, day appointed for one 

79 
Germaine, Lord George, rifes to ex- 
plain ibme queftions relative to the 
ftate of the armament 43 ' 

his remarks on the houfe of 

Bourbon's affifting America 44 
rifes in defence of General 



Howe's proclamation in America 

prefents the American high 

treafon bill « — 1 j6 

endeavours to juftify himfclf 

in the affair of Capt. Blair 300 

Ger- 
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Germain*, Lord George, receives a 
memorial from Capt. Blair 30$ 

■ receives another letter from 
the lame perfon (See Blair) 309 

Glynn, Mr. Serjeant, oppofes the 
iufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
a& — 233 

■ mews its fetal confequences 

136 

Gfanby, Marquis of, feconds Lord J. 

Cavendlfh in oppofing an addrefs 

to the King — 10 

Habeas Corpus aft fufpended In the 

American high treafon bill 165 

■ ■■ the Houfe in a committee on 

the fufpenfion of that ael 230 

Hartley, Mr. W. drew a very mourn- 

ftil picture of this country in its 

prefcnt ftate — 72 

Rttton, Mr. feconds Mr. Neville's 

motion for an addrefs to the Kin; 



Herbert, Mr. C. oppofes the reading 
of Capt. Blair's petition 302 

Hi^h treafon bill, American, notice 
given by Lord North of its fpeedy 
appearance — 151 

« » ■ prefented by Lord George 

Germaine — 156 

*« Lord Mnyor, &c. of Lon- 
don petition againit it 235 

Hdtve, Lord and Gen, their declara- 
tion in America 49 

Johnftone, Governor, feverely ar- 
raigns the condudl of adminiftra- 
tion — 10 

*« afleits the conqueft of Long 

lfland to be no matter of triumph 



— — — urges the danger of r. war 
with France and Spain ibid. 

- t conllders the minifter's fpeech 

as a compound ot hypocrify ibid. 

* his opinion of American in- 
dependency — 12 

oppofes tbe Ameiican high 

treafon bill — 173 

— riles in behalf of Capt. Blair 

and Dr. Cha-lcs Irving 280 



Johnftone, Gov. ftate* the hard ctfe 
of thofe two gentlemen sfto 

confiders the right of Engliui- 

men to fettle on the Muiqirito 
(hore — ^ 284 

— — anfwers Lord North concern- 
ing the affair of tbe Morning Stir 

Johnftone, John, Efo. oppofes tee 
American high trealoA bill 156 

— — argues againft it on the fecobd 
reading 164 

— — laments the miferable, de- 
graded, and humiliated ftate of (bis 
country . ■ ■ 291 

Irving, Dr. Charles, his cafe as re- 
prefented by Gov. Johnftone (Sec 
Blair) 180 

Keith, SirBafil, letter of Capt. Blair 
to 304 

Keppel, Admiral, reprefents the ex- 
treme difagreeablc appearance of 
public affairs — 42 

King's fpeech on the opening of the 
third feffion of the fourteenth Par- 
liament 1 

Mr. Neville moves for an ad- 
drefs of thanks for the fpeech 6 

■ Mr. Hatton feconds the mo- 
tion & 

■ * — oppofed by Lord J. Caven- 
difh — ibid, 

feconded by the Marquis of 

Granby 10 

■ — Gov. Johnftone remarks on 
the fubftance of the fpeech 1 1 

— — Mr. Neville's motion approv- 
ed of by Mr. Wombwcll ana op- 
pofed by Mr. Wilkes 12 
■ the addrefs oppofed by the 
Hon. T. Luttrell — 18 

Sir H. Mackworth in favour 

ofthemotion — a6 

m ■ — Mr. T.Townfhend fevere on 
adminiilration — ibid. 

Lord North fupports the mo- 
tion — — 33 

Col. Barre calls upon Lord 

North 



INDEX. 



North to anfwer an important ques- 
tion — — 36 
King, addrefs to, Lord North an- 
swers it, and Col. Barre refumes 
his fpeech — 37 

■ Admiral Keppel laments the 
fituation of our affairs 42 

■ ■■ Lord G. Germaine endea- 

vours to vindicate the meafures of 

government 43 

«■ ■ Mr. Fox oppofes the addrefs 

44 
— — as does Gen. Conway 47 

the addrefs voted by a great 

majority ibid. 

... copy of the addrefs ibid. 

■ — anfwer thereto 48 
Lamb, David, furveyor, his deposi- 
tion in the affair of Capt. Blair 3 1 9 

Land-tax fettled — 73 

Letters of marque, bill patted for 

granting them — 151 

Luttrell, Hon. Temple, oppofes the 

roin iite rial addrefs to the King 18 

■ ■ alludes to a cuftom among 

the ancient Perfians ibid. 

... and to the wifdom of Agefi- 

laus, king of Sparta 19 

■ ■■■ laments the Houfe having fup- 

ported fuch defperate meafures 20 

■mi relates the hiftory of the ran- 
corous and bloody war of the Bo- 
hemians 2 1 

———(hews the cauieofourprefent 
decreafe of natives 23 

— — — confiders Ireland as an op- 
pretfed country — 24 

-■ 1 fevere farCafm on the firft 
commiffioner of the admiralty 25 

-.- ... infills that the Americans do 
not fight for independency ibid. 

■ 1 — accufes adminiftration of falfe- 

ly dating the force of our navy 66 
— — feverely cenfures the firft lord 

of the admiralty — 67 

— •— fupports the right of freedom 

of fpeech in the Houfe 68 

■ ■ attacks Lord Mulgrave on his 
defence of Lord Sandwich 70 



Luttrell, Hon. Temple, makes a mo* 
tion for an inquiry into the fate 
of the navy — jt 

■ ■ — fpeaka with great afpenry 
againft the fufpenfion of the Ha* 
beas Corpus aft — 635 

accufes the minifter of pufilk- 



nimity in the affair of the Moraiog 
Star — 29ft 

— — fevere on the minifter's blun- 
ders and miftakes — 29$ 
doubts whether Lord North 



knew that any fuch fettlements 
thofe on the Mufquito fhore ever 
exifted ibid. 

Luttrell, Colonel, thinks the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus ad tie* 
ceffary at this time 2C3 

Luttrell, Hon. James, oppofes the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 

a& 253 

— expatiates on the unhappy. 
fituation of the Americans 2 $4 

■ " ■ denies the Houfe having any 
right to tax the colonies 255 

■ "— confiders the prefent minifhy. 
as dangerous fervants to the Aate 

»$6 
• reprefents the pretended deli- 



cacy of treating with the Congreft 
as an impofuion upon mankind 

his grand object, peaee ana 



commerce with America 



2<8 



Mackworth, Sir Herbert, profefTes 

. himfelf to be an independent coun- 
try gentleman — 26 

— — — — againft American taxation, 
but votes with adminiftration, ibid. 

Malt duty agreed to without any de- 
bate 76 

Memorial prefented by Capt. Blair 
to Lord George Germaine (Sec 
Blair) — — 305 

Miller, David, mafter of the (loop 
Morning Star, copy of his proteft 

3*4 

Money diftributed for extraordinary 

expenfes 
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txpenfet in military fervices for 
, ?7 6 -— 174 

Morning Star, a (hip belonging to 
Capt. Blair, &c. ieized by the 
Spaniards -■ ■ 182. 

Morton, Mr. fpeaks to the bill for the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 

a& 233 

Motion made by Mr. Neville to ad- 
drefs his Majefty on his fpeech 
from the throne — 6 

■■■ carried on a divifion 47 

by Lord J. Caveijdidi for re- 
viling the laws relative to America 

S 1 

■ rejected on a divifion 66 

. ■— — - by Mr. Buller for 45,000 fea- 

men ■ ibid, 

— — agreed to — 7 1 

— by Mr. Luttrell for an inquiry 
into the ftate of the navy ibid. 

■■ rejected without a diviGon 73 

- ■■ made by Earl Nugent, and a- 
greed to, in behalf or the African 
Company ■ ■ ■ 1 50 

-i— made by Gov. Johnftone to 
read a petition from Capt. Blair, 
&c. 291 

— — rejected without a divifion 302 

Moyfey, Mr. fpeaks on the fufpenfion 
of the Habeas Corpus act 232 

Mulgrave, Lord, reprefents Lord 
Sandwich as the beft naval com- 
miflioner England ever knew, for 
capacity and merit 69 

Mufquito fhore, hiftoryof the Britifh 
fettlements there, by Bryan Ed- 
wards, Efq. of Jamaica 328 

-' the right of Groat Britain to 
the dominion or* that country 
dated 329 

— — - feventh article of the famous 
American treaty figned at Madrid 

33° 
— fiibmiflion of the Mufquito* 

king to the Britifli (overeignty 331 

■ ■ — account of the Enghfli fefrle- 

ments in thr. cov.n iry 332 



Mufquito (hore, its prodiscc and fa* 

tility 33s 

— its number of inhabitants 33* 

rivers, capes, &c. ibid. 

the number of Indians great- 
ly reduced by the fmall-pox 334 
— -the Samboes of African ex- 
traction « ■ ■ ibid. 
■ employment of the Britifli 
fettlers — 335 
■ ■ the defertion of this country 
confidered as impolitic and extra- 
ordinary ■ 336 
■■■ as valuable as Gibraltar it- 

felf 337 

Navy, refolutions for the ordinary of 

79 
Neville, Mr. moves for an addrefs to 
the King on his fpeech at the open- 
ing of the feifion — 6 
■■'■ fubiiance of that addrefs 7 
Newhaven, Lord, fpeaks on the army 
extraordinaries 175 
North, Lord, rifes to anfwer feme 
queftions Hated by Mr. Townfheod 

33 

— infifts that no member keeps 

h\s place longer than himfelf 34 

— endeavours to juftify the fpeech 
from the throne againft the mem- 
bers who attack it ibid. 

— denies having fluffed the fpeech 
with wit, humour, &e* 3J 

— declares it his wifh to bring mat- 
ters to a fpeedy conclufion with as 
little bloodflied as poflible 36 

— anfwers to a queftion put to him 
by Col. Barre — 37 

— confefles he is no prophet 41 
oppoies the motion tor the re- 

vifal of the acts relative to America 

— — rifes to defend the character of 
Lord Sandwich — 70 

recommends the reading of the 

African Company's petition 149 

gives notice of bringing in the 

American high treaion bill 151 
North, 
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North, *£Sor4» preterits the convention 
between his Majefty and the Land- 
grave of Hefle Caflcl icx 

"— — fnpports the above bill on the 
fecond reading — 171 

'i*— anfwers forae charges flatted 
. r agamftadminiftration 172 

— argues the neceffity of fufpend- 

ing the Habeas Corpus act for a h- 

• mited time — 231 

— - denies any intention of increaf- 

* ing the power of the crown a6o 
•'■ ? fpeaks in defence of the army 
- extraordinarics -— 375 
■■*— replies to Colonel Barrf on the 

famefubject — 277 

■——'fpeaks in. defence of the rum 
' contract — 278 

* v . oppofes Gov. Tohnflone's mo- 
tion in behalf of Capt. Biair, &c. 

• •— replies to Mr. Fox on the fame 

fnbject — 297 

•— - answers the Hon.T. Luttrell on 

' ' tl>e like topic — 209 

Nugent, Earl, rifes in favour of tne 

African company 1 Jo 

"Pblmerftone, Lord, defends the cha-. 

«" rafter of Lord Sandwich and the 

' prefent board of admiralty 70 

Papers, authentic, being eftimates of 

'■ expehfes in North America before 

the prefent war (See Eftimates) 
Patterlon, CoL particulars of the in- 
terview between him and General 
Wafhington — 37 

Petition from the African company 
offered to the Houfe 1*49 

■ from the confervators of the 

Great Level of the Fens 1 5 7 

of the Lord Mayor, &c. of 

( London, againft the fufpenfion of 

the Habeas Corpus act 235 

» of Capt. Blair and Dr. Irving 



navy 



3^3 
PJat, Ebenezer Smith; his hard cafe 

: reprefented by Mr. Wilkes 244. 

Vol; v. 



Powy^ Mr. oppofes the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus act ■ *J3 

■ ? moves for a claufe to he 

added to the Habeas Corpnt act 

— to which Lord North conieats, 
and was agreed to by the Houfe 

ibM. 
——takes a further view of the evil 
tendency of this bill #3 7 

Recapitulation of the facts contained 
in the papers concerning the stffair 
of the (loop Morning Star ' 323 
Refolutiona for fupplies — 93 
. agreed to without any de- 
bate ' ■— 76 

■ . ' lingular remark' thereon 

ibid. 
- for the ordinary oif the 

. 79 

* of the committee relative 
to the fending lumber to the Weft 
Indies — - -#74 

R'gty* Right Hon. R. fincerely 
wiflies for the general fufpenfion 
of the Habeas Corpus act - S48 

Rous, Mr. enters into an abftract 
difcourfe on the nature of civil go- 
vernment — 6* 

— is againft making one conde- 
fcending ftep to make up American 
differences — ibid. 

Rumbold, Mr. prefents a petition 
relative to the Shaftefbury election 

7° 

Savile, Sir George, offers a petition 
refpecting the Shaftefbury election 

76 

" the petition brought up and 

read — 77 

fpeaks to the American high 

treafon bill — 366 

Shaftefbury election, a petition from 

Thomas Rumbold, Efq. offered by 

SirGeorge-Savile 76 

■ ■ , . oppofed by Mr. Grenvillc 

and Mr. Pbwjs — 77 

A a Shaftefbury 
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Shafteftury deftioii, the petition 
brought up and read 77 

m i ■ a motion made thereupon, 
and Mr, Rombold's petition grant- 
ed 78 

mt ' 1 ■ Mr. Sykes's petition pre- 
ftctcd and read ibid. 

■ »i the fubftance of the peti- 

taoai granted — 79 

Speech (See King's fpeech) 

gund, Frederick, mariner on board the 

- MtVrniM Star, hw deposition in the 

afcir ofCapt. Blair 3 to 

Sykev- Mr. prefents a petition re- 
lative to the Shafteflrary election 

Towftfltend, Right Hon. T. calls 
one of the paragraphs in the mi- 
niter's fpeech, an humorous one 

•6 

■ ' diiputes the minifter's logic 

»7 

■■ ■ accufet adminiftration of 

trifling and joking with the Houfe 

ibid. 

afka the minifby a few 

quefttons - — a8 

■■» inquires into the ftate of 

the navy — — 29 

■ gives a dtfagreeable view 
of the ftate of the nation 30 

* — fup ports the character of 

Gen. Clinton — 3 1 

m .■ ■ wi(hes the Scotch peerage 

upon a much better footing 13 

- ■ ■■ ■ hipports the motion lor 
an inquiry into the ftate of the 
navy — — 7* 

fpeaks againft the fufpen- 



Towniheod, Rig}* Hon, T, 
Lord North of grab ' 



fion of the Habeas Corpus aft 
» reminds the Houfe of the 



unprecedented power they were 
giving to the crown % 59 

— — — attacks Mr. Wedderburne 

»66 

— — — rifes in defence of the pe- 
tition from Capt Blair 30 1 



3°» 

Translation of a convention between 
his Majefty and die Landgrave of 
Heflc Caflel 1 ja 

Vyner, Mr. fpeaks on the Afifcn 
company's petition — xjp 

■ and on the American high 
treafon bill — a A 

Wallace Mr. fpeaks in favour of the 
fnfpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
aft — — 013 

Walhington, Gen. particulars of the 
interview between him and CoL 
Patterfon — — 37 

Wedderburne, Mr. rues in fiippoct of 
Gen. Howe's declaration in Ame* 
rica, (Page 49) 56 

■ lpeaks in defence of fut 
pending the Habeas Corpus aft 

»33 

■ makes fome observations 
on Mr. Fox's intelligence aoa 

■ ■- - — attacks Mr. Fox e6$ 
Weymouth, Lord, Capt. Blair's let- 
' ter to 21s 

■ ■ ■ receives another letter from 
the fame hand — 313 

Wilkes, Mr. oppofes prefs-warrants 

if 

■ ' ■ ■ infifts that the aft5wr of Long 

Iflaod was mifreprefeoted 13 

■ condemns government for 

their difputes with America ibid. 

— confidera fincetity as prefer- 
able to poJilhed periods in Ian* 
guage — — 14 

- ■ animadverts on fome parts of 
the King's fpeech — 1 J 

confident the American war 

as favage and piratical 16 

■ ■ ■ ' denies the very idea of unani- 
mity at home — 17 
»■ advifea to recall our forces, 
and repeal particular aft* 18 
— — - — nfes to oppofe the fufpenfioo 
of the Habeas Corpus aft ait 
Wilkes, 
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Wilkes, Mr. complaint of the enot> 
taoua power of the crown *4* 
■ v ■■ ooDfideri the fatal effeds of 
I the bill — S43 

■ i Gates the cafe of Ebenezer 

v Smith Plat — A44 

3-r— - American meafuret carried 
on with indecent rage and extrava- 
gant madneft — • 345 
• ■ ', confiders the fienour of the 
fecood ena&ng claufe £46 
r—— attacks the Solicitor General 

•47 



Wilmot, Mr. laments the prefect 
horrid fituation of America s(i 

Wombwell, Mr. cenfuret the Anrc- 
ricans at a bragging, cowardly ban* 
dittt — — i» 

defends the public and 

private virtue* of Lord Sandwich 

Yonge, Sir George* approves oftmt- 
ting the country in a ftate of de- 
fence, but laments the ruinous m* 
tern of the American, war w6 
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